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CHAP.  IV. 
On  Lues  Venerea. 

SECTION  I. 

General  Obfervations  on  Lues  Venerea. 

THE  Lues  Venerea,  Syphilis,  or  Ve- 
.nereal  Difeafe,  was  firft  defcribed 
with  accuracy  by  the  authors  who  flou- 
riflied  about  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  cen- 
Vol.  II.  A  tury. 
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tury.  This  induced  many  to,  imagine 
that  it  was  not  previoufly  known  in  Eu- 
rope ;  and  Columbus,  with  his  followers, 
having  about  this  period  returned  from 
their  firft  expedition  to  the  Weft  Indies, 
it  has  been  fuppofed  that  they  brought 
this  difeafe  along  with  them. 

That  the  venereal  difeafe  might  be  met 
with  by  Columbus  when  he  firft  landed 
in  Hifpaniola,  I  will  not  difpute.  Like 
many  other  difeafes,  it  might  not  be  pe- 
culiar to  one  fet  of  people,  or  confined  to 
one  hemifphere  of  the  globe ;  but  many 
arguments  might  be  adduced  to  mow 
that  it  was  well  known  in  the  old  conti- 
nent, and  that  it  prevailed  among  the 
Jews,  Greeks,  and  Romans,  and  their  de- 
fcendants,  long  before  the  difcovery  of 
America.  This  would  lead,  however,  to 
a  great  length  of  difcufhon ;  and  being 
.  more  a  matter  of  curiofity  than  of  real 
utility,  I  (hall  not  enter  farther  upon  it  at 
iprefent. 

Various  definitions  have  been  given  by 
No&logifts  of  Lues  Venerea,  but  the  fymp- 

toms 
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toms  of  the  difeafe  are  fo  numerous,  and 
the  appearances  which  it  affumes  are  fo 
complicated,  that  no  definition  fufficient- 
ly  comprehenuve  and  accurate,  can  be 
given  of  it*  In  fome  inftances  it  appears 
in  a  particular  fpot;  only,  and  continues 
apparently  local  for  a  great  length  of 
time ;  while  in  a  great  proportion  of 
cafes  it  ibon  contaminates  the  whole  fy- 
Item,  producing  a  greater  variety  of  fymp- 
toms  than  perhaps  any  other  difeafe  with 
which  we  are  acquainted. 

Different  opinions  have  prevailed,  re- 
fpecting  the  manner  in  which  Lues  Vene- 
rea may  be  communicated,  but  it  is  now 
certain,  that  it  can  be  produced  in  no 
other  way  than  by  die  direct  application, 
of  the  matter  of  contagion  to  the  furface 
of  the  bodv  ;  or  by  palling,  as  other  here- 
ditary difeafes  do,  from  parents  to  their 
children.  The  virus  cannot  be  carried,  . 
as  was  once  imagined,  from  one  perfon 
to  another  by  the  atmofphere,  but  it  may 
be  applied  in  various  ways  fo  as  to  com- 
municate the  difeafe. 

A  2  i,  In 
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1.  In  a  great  proportion  of  cafes  the 
difeafe  is  given  by  one  perfon  to  ano- 
ther in  coition.  The  venereal  matter 
refling  upon  one  or  more  points,  excites 
fmall  inflammatory  pimples  termed  chan- 
cres, from  which  it  is  carried  by  the  ab- 
forbents  into  the  fyftem,  for  the  moft 
part  producing,  in  its  way,  obftruclion  and 
fwelling  in  the  contiguous  lymphatic 
glands ;  and  thus  forming  buboes  in  the 
groins. 

2.  It  is  frequently  given  by  a  difeafed 
child  to  a  nurfe,  in  which  cafe  the  nipples 
iirft  become  fore,  and  the  matter,  as  it 
palTes  into  the  circulation,  excites  fwell- 
ings  in  the  glands  of  the  axilla. 

3.  An  infected  nurfe  can  fcarcely  give 
fuck  without  communicating  the  difeafe 

'  to  the  child.  When  this  happens  from 
venereal  fores  on  the  nipples,  fores  of  a 
fimilar  nature  form  on  the  lips  of  the 
child,  and  the  matter  from  thence  is  ta- 
Seni  up  by  the  abforbents.    But  a  child 
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may  alfo  be  infected  merely  by  fucking 
the  milk  of  a  difeafed  woman.  In  this 
cafe,  the  difeafe  does  not  always  appear 
at  firft  about  the  mouth  of  the  child  :  It 
proceeds  more  readily  to  contaminate  the 
fyftem  than  to  produce  any  local  effects. 
Many  indeed  allege  that  the  difeafe  can* 
not  be  communicated  in  this  manner,  and 
are  of  opinion  that  a  child  cannot  be  in- 
fected merely  by  the  milk  of  a  nitrfe  ;  I 
am  convinced,  however,  from  a  variety 
of  facts,  that  the  opinion  1  have  adopted 
is  well  founded  ;  but  we  fhail  have  oc- 
Cafion  to  confider  it  more  particularly 
hereafter. 

4.  The  foetus  may  alfo  be  infected  as  it 
paifes  from  the  uterus  by  the  matter  of 
venereal  fores  in  the  pudendum  of  the 
mother.  Of  this  I  have  known  different 
inftances.  In  fuch  cafes,  one  or  more 
fores  firft  appear  in  particular  parts,  from 
whence  the  matter  is  carried  by  the  ab- 
forbents  into  the  fyftem. 

.   -A  3  5-  i 
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5*  I  have  known  different  inftances  of 
the  difeafe  being  given  to  midwives  in 
delivering  women  with  venereal  fores  a- 
bout  the  pudendum. 

6.  In  whatever  manner  the  matter  of 
Lues  Venerea  is  applied  to  a  wound,  or 
to  an  inflamed  or  ulcerated  furface,  the 
difeafe  will,  in  a  great  proportion  of  cafes, 
be  produced.  Surgeons,  in  drefhng  vene- 
real fores,  are  fometimes  infected  in  this 
way  ;  and  the  difeafe  has  been  communi- 
cated by  performing  the  operation  of 
blood-letting  with  a  lancet  that  had  pre- 
vioufly  opened  a  bubo. 

7.  Although  we  find  in  mofl  inftances 
of  this  difeafe,  either  that  the  matter  has 
been  directly  applied  to  a  wound  or  an 
ulcer,  or  that  by  its  own  acrimony  it  had 
induced  both  inflammation  and  fuppura- 
tion  before  abforption  took  place,  yet  cafes 
fometimes  occur  in  which  nothing  of  this 
kind  can  be  difcovered,  and  where  the  mat- 
ter is  abforbed  while  both  the  cutis  and  cu- 
ticle remain  entire.   This  will  mofl  readily 

hap- 
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happen  where  the  cuticle  is  thin,  as  is  the 
cafe  in  the  glans.  penis  and  lips.  Hence  the 
fyftem  has,  in  different  inftances,  been  in- 
fected by  matter  left  upon  the  lips  in  kifs- 
ing,  and  in  drinking  out  of  a  cup  recently 
ufed  by  an  infected  perfon,  and  in  fome  of 
thefe  without  any  ulceration  being  indu- 
ced. 

This  mode  of  receiving  venereal  infec- 
tion is  not  a  frequent  one.,  but  as  I  have 
met  with  it  in  various  inftances,  white 
the  poflibility  of  its  exiftance  is  denied  by 
nlany,  I  thought  it  right  to  mention.it,  in 
order  to  prevent  thefe  miftakes,,  and  that 
mifchief  in  practice  which  might  arife 
from  the  prevalence  of  fuch  an  opinion. 

So  readily  docs  the  venereal  poifon  en- 
ter the  fyftem,  that  it  can  fcarcely  be  ap- 
plied to  any  .  part  of  the  furface  of  the 
body  but  with  conhderable  hazard.  For 
the  reafons  that  I  have  mentioned,  abforp  - 
tion  will  occur  with  more  certainty  in  fome 
parts  than  in  others  •  but  I  know,-  from 
various  facts,  that  fcarcely  any  part  of  the 
fkin  is  too  thick  to  prevent  it,  particular- 

A  4  \y 
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ly  if  the  parts  have  been  rendered  tender 
or  irritable,  either  by  inflammation  or 
any  other  caufe.  Nay,  it  fometimes  hap- 
pens where  no  affection  of  this  kind  is 
perceived.  In  two  inftances  buboes  oc- 
cured  in  the  axilla,  ana  the  patients  were 
poxed  by  the  matter  of  venereal  fores  be- 
ing applied  to  the  fingers  wnere  the  lkin 
was  found  ;  and  in  another,  the  difeafe 
Was  communicated  by  die  patient  wearing 
the  fame  breeches  which*he  had  ufed  a- 
bout  three  months  before,  when  labour- 
ing under  extenfive  venereal  fores  of  the 
penis  and  fcrotum,  but  of  which  he  had 
been  entirely  cured.  He  knew  that  fome 
of  the  matter  had  occasionally  dropped 
upon  the  breeches,  but  this  did  not  occur 
to  him  till  the  difeafe  appeared  about  the 
time  I  have  mentioned,  in  the  form  of  a 
large  iilcer  on  the  upper  part  of  the  pe- 
nis, and  without  even  the  pombility  of  his 
having  received  the  infection  in  any  other 
manner. 

It  is  fomewhat  remarkable  that  the  ve- 
nereal virus  mould  fo  readily  enter  the 

fyflem, 
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fyftem  when  applied  to  any  part  of  the 
furface  of  the  body,  when  we  find,  from 
a  variety  of  facts,  that  the  abforbents  of 
the  flomach  and  inteftines  do  not  receive 
it.  The  matter  of  venereal  fores,  when 
mixed  with  water  ufed  for  warning  them, 
has,  in  various  inftances,  been  fwallowed  * 
by  miftake  j  but  we  have  no  inftance  of 
pox  being  produced  by  it. 

In  whatever  way  the  matter  of  Syphilis 
is  applied  to  the  abforbents,  when  it  has 
once  entered  the  fyftem,  the  effects  which 
refill t  from  it  are  nearly  the  fame;  but  at 
prefent,  I  mean,  in  a  great  meafure,  to 
confine  the  defcription  of  the  difeafe  to 
its  rife  and  progrefs  in  the  mofl  ordinary 
form  of  it,  where  the  infection  is  com- 
municated by  one  perfon  to  another  in 
the  act  of  coition. 

The  plan  which  I  mean  to  purfue  is,  in 
the  firft  place,  to  give  an  account  of  the 
different  fymptoms  of  Lues  Venerea  in  the 
order  in  which  they  commonly  appear ; 
and  as  our  being  able  to  afcertain  the 
appearance  of  every  fymptom  with  as 

much 
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much  certainty  as  poilible  is  an  object  of 
the  firft  importance,  I  lhall  defcribe  each 
fymptom  under  a  diftinct  head,  and  at  the 
lame  time  mall  point  out  fuch  circumftan- 
ces  as  mod  clearly  ferve  to  diftinguifli  it 
from  other  affections  to  which  it  bears  a 
refemblance. 

2.  I  fhall  offer  a  few  obfervations  on 
the  nature  of  the  venereal  poifon. 

3.  An  account  of  the  different  remedies 
ufed  in  Lues  Venerea,  particularly  of  mer- 
cury, and  its  preparations. 

4.  I  ihall  treat  i  of  the  employment  of 
thefe  remedies  in  the  different  fymptoms 
of  the  difeafe* 

5.  Of  Lues  Venerea,  as  it  appears  in4 
new-born  infants  * 

6.  Of  fo'me  peculiarities  of  form  under 
which  this  difeafe  has  appeared  in  Scot- 
land and  in  Canada. 

*  T 

r  1 
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7.  I  mean  next  to  treat  of  prophylaxies, 
or  the  means  of  preventing  infection. 

8.  To  confider  how  far  Lues  Venerea  is 
ever  productive  of  other  difeafes ;  and, 

■ 

9.  To  give  in  an  appendix  formula?  of 
the  medicines  enumerated  in  the  preceding 
parts  of  the  work. 


SECTION  II. 

Of  the  Symptoms  of  Lues  Venerea, 

§  1.  General  Obfervations.  . 

rJ*,HE  venereal  difeafe  appears  occafion- 
ally,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  in 
a  great  variety  of  forms.  For  the  iiioft 
part  it  occurs  locally  at  firft  upon  fomc 
part  of  the  furface  of  the  body,  uiually 

upon 
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upon  the  genitals,  from  whence  it  pro- 
ceeds, and  commonly  with  ibme  regula- 
rity, to  affecT:  every  part  of  the  fyftem.  In 
others,  the  firft  fymptoms  which  take  place 
indicates  an  affection  of  the  conftitution, 
and  the  difeafe,  inftead  of  appearing  upon 
the  furface  of  the  body,  affects  either 
the  throat,  bones,  or  tendons. 

When  Lues  Venerea  is  not  interrupted 
in  its  progrefs  by  the  ufe  of  mercury  or 
other  remedies,  the  following  is  the  or- 
der in  which  the  fymptoms  commonly 
appear,  viz.  chancres  ;  -  buboes  ;  ulcers 
and  inflammation  in  the  throat ;  ulcers 
in  the  mouth,  and  nofe ;  eruptions,  or 
blotches,  on  the  furface  of  the  body  ;  ul- 
cers in  different  parts ;  nodes,  and  fwell- 
ings  in  the  periofleum,  bones,  and  ten- 
dons ;  excrefcences  about  the  anus ;  fwell- 
ings  of  the  teftes  ;  lofs  of  hair  from  all 
parts  of  the  body  ;  blindnefs,  lofs  of  hear- 
ing, and  other  anomalous  fymptoms.  In 
this  order  1  ihall  proceed  to  treat  of  them. 
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§2.  Of  Chancres, 

The  firft  erFect  which  ufuallv  refuks 
from  the  application  of  the  matter  of  Lues 
Venerea  to  any  part  of  the  furface  of  the 
body,  is  a  flight  degree  of  inflammation. 
The  part  becomes  itchy,  red,  and  in  ibme 
degree  painful ;  and  nature  endeavouring 
to  warn  away  the  irritating  caufe,  a  quan- 
tity of  ferum  is  thrown  out  under  the  cu- 
ticle, in  the  form  of  a  fmall  boil  or  pim- 
ple. This  foon  burfts,  and  leaves  a  fore 
of  a  correfponding  fize,  foul  and  floughy 
at  the  bottom,  with  hard  retorted  edges, 
and  which,  from  the  corroding  appear- 
ance which  it  affumes,  has  by  the  French 
been  denominated  Chancre,  a  term  which 
we  have  alfo  adopted. 

Chancres  do  not  appear  at  any  certain 
period  after  the  application  of  the  virus. 
I  have  known  them  form  in  lefs  than 
twenty-four  hours,  while  in  others  fix 
weeks  have  elapfed.    Three  or  four  days 

is 
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is  the  moll  frequent  period.  The  patient 
at  firft  feels  a  fenfe  of  titulation  over  all  the 
glans,  and  this  is  often  productive  of  a  fre- 
quent defire  to  void  urine.  On  examining 
the  parts  fome  degree  of  tendernefs  is  often 
perceived  over  the  whole,  but  the  chancre 
itfelf  is  feldom  at  fTrft  larger  than  a  millet 
feed. 

The  caufe  of  chancres  appearing  at 
fuch  different  periods  after  the  matter  of 
infection  has  been  communicated,  is  not 
always  obvious ;  but  we  may  fuppofe  it 
to  depend  in  fome  degree  upon  the  acri- 
mony of  the  matter,  and  this  again  upon 
the  matter  being  more  or  lefs  diluted  with 
ferum,  mucus,  or  pus.  It  may  alfo  in 
fome  mcafure  depend  upon  the  ftate  of  the 
parts  to  which  the  matter  is  applied.  As 
thefe  are  more  or  lefs  irritable,  inflam- 
mation will  more  or  lefs  readily  take  place 
from  the  application  of  the  virus ;  and 
where  the  parts  to  which  it  is  applied 
cannot  be  irritated,  and  where  inflamma- 
tion is  not  therefore  produced,  no  chancres 
will  enfue. 

Chancres 
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Chancres  appear  occasionally  over  all  the 
external  parts  of  generation,  and  in  fome 
inftances,  even  on  the  contiguous  parts.  I 
have  known  them  form  over  the  whole 
fcrotum,  on  all  parts  of  the  penis,  and  even 
on  the  lower  region  of  the  abdomen,  im- 
mediately above  the  pubes.  They  may  in- 
deed form  on  all  the  foft  parts  of  the  body, 
but  they  are  moft  frequently  feated  on  the 
glans  penis,  and  on  the  preputium  near 
to  its  connection  with  the  glans  ;  the  for- 
mer being  covered  with  cuticle  only,  and 
the  latter  being  a  thin  production  of 
the  cutis  vera,  both  are  ealily  made  to 
inflame.  We  alfo  remark  that  chan- 
cres are  frequent  about  the  frenum, 
from  the  doublings  of  the  fkin  being 
here  particularly  apt  to  retain  the  matter 
by  which  they  are  produced.  In  fome 
inftances  they  form  on  the  very  point  of 
the  glans,  and  even  altogether  within  the 
verge  of  the  urethra.  Here,  as  well  as 
when  near  to  the  frenum,  they  prove  al- 
ways more  troublefome,  and  more  diffi- 
cult 
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cult  of  cure,  than  in  other  parts  of  the 
penis. 

There  is  fometimes  only  one  chancre, 
but  for  the  moft  part  we  meet  with  two, 
three,  or  even  more  ;  nay,  in  fome  in- 
ftances,  they  cover  the  prepuce  almoft 
entirely.  In  this  cafe,  when  they  run 
into  one  another,  none  of  them  are  di- 
ftinct,  and  the  whole,  when  thus  con- 
nected, give  the  appearance  of  a  foul  ul- 
cer, with  hard  edges,  an  unequal  furface^ 
and  difcharging  a  fcetid,  ill-conditioned 
matter. 

The  colour,  quantity,  and  confidence 
of  the  matter  of  chancres  is  exceedingly 
variable.  It  is  ufually  of  a  dirty  green 
colour,  and  often  tinged  with  red,  the 
confidence  thin,  and  the  quantity  large 
in  proportion  to  the  fize  of  the  fores, 
This  laft  circumftance  may  be  owing  to 
the  contiguous  parts  being  apt  to  inflame, 
and  although  not  ulcerated,  to  afford  mat- 
ter which  we  cannot  eafily  difcriminate 
from  the  difcharge  of  the  chancres. 

In 
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In  a  great  proportion  of  cafes  the  ap- 
pearances of  chancre  are  fo  nearly  the  fame 
that  no  perfon  of  experience  can  be  under 
any  doubt  concerning  them" ;  but,  as  they 
ibmetimes  vary  in  fize,- form,'  and  other  cir- 
cumftaiices",  feme  difcernment  is  occaflon- 
ally  required  to  diflinguifh  between  thera 
and  fores  of  a  different  kind.  The  diag- 
nosis of  chancres  is  indeed  a  point  of  much 
importance  in  practice.  We  are  apt  to 
conclude  that  every  fore  upon  the  genitals 
is  of  a  venereal  nature,  a  circumftance 
which  has  fubjected  many  to  much  in- 
convenience  and  diftrefs.  Mercury  is 
commonly  prefcribed,  but  where  the  cafe 
is  not  venereal  no  advantage  is  derived 
from  it,  and  the  patient,  after  a  tedious 
and  painful  confinement,  finds  the  fores 
in  no  better  ftate  than  at  firfti  In  all 
fuch  affections  we  mould  recollect  that 
the  penis  and  contiguous  parts  are  liable 
to  excoriations,  pimples,  and  other  erup- 
tive  complaints,-  equally  with  the  reft  of 
the  body ;  nor  fhould  we  too  rafhly  flip- 
pofe,  as  is  frequently  done,  that  all  fiich 
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appearances  proceed  from  a  veneral  caufe. 
It  is  not  often  indeed  that  we  can  be  in 
doubt  upon  this  point,  for  chancres,  in 
moft  inftances,  are  fo  diftindlly  marked 
that  there  is  no  room  to  hefitate  concern- 
ing them  ;  but  where  they  do  appear  in  a 
doubtful  form,  and  efpecially  if  the  pa- 
tient has  been  liable  to  affections  fimilar 
in  appearance,  and  where  no  venereal  taint 
could  be  fufpected,  fome  time  mould  al- 
ways be  allowed  to  pafs  before  any  deci- 
sive opinion  is  given.  When  fores  of  this 
kind  are  of  a  fimple,  innocent  nature, 
they  ufually  heal  in  the  courfe  of  a  fhort 
time,  merely  by  being  kept  clean,  while 
they  will  gradually  become  worfe  if  they 
are  venereal  if  mercury  be  not  employed, 
or  if  they  are  not  treated  with  efcharrotic 
or  aftringent  applications.  In  all  fuch 
circumflances  no  remedy  fhould  be  made 
ufe  of  that  can  either  promote  or  retard 
the  cure  of  the  fores,  till  we  are  enabled 
by  farther  obfervation  to  afcertain  of  what 
nature  they  really  are. 

We 
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We  are  molt  apt  to  doubt  of  the  nature 
of  thefe  fores,  when,  inftead  of  being  fmall 
and  circumfcribed,  they  fpread  and  occu- 
py more  fpace  than  chancres  ufually  do. 
A  real  venereal  chancre  is  feldom  fo  large  at 
flrft  as  the  bafe  of  a  fplit-pea,  and  th  e  edges 
of  the  fore  are  elevated,  fomewhat  hard, 
and  painful ;  but  although  this  is  very 
commonly  the  cale,  yet,  in  a  few  inftances, 
it  is  fo  much  otherwife,  that  inftead  of  a. 
fmall  circumfcribed  fore,  we  obferve  a 
flight  fuperficial  ulceration,  not  attended 
either  with  pain  or  hardnefs,  and  whichy 
by  the  confequences  alone,  we  find  to  be 
venereal.  In  all  fuch  cafes  certainty  will 
be  obtained  from  time  and  obfervation, 
and  in  no  other  manner.  Nor  can  any  h  arm ' 
enfue  from  a  fhort  delay ;  for  while  this 
will  commonly  determine  the  qUeftion,  the 
fame  courfe  of  treatment  will  afterwards 
prove  effectual  which  would  have  done  fo 
at  firft  ;  and  in  this  manner  fores  may  be 
often  cured  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days, 
in  which,  if  a  courfe  of  mercury  had  once 
been  entered  upon,  confinement  for  feve- 
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ral  weeks  would  have  been  judged  advife- 
able. 

Befldes  the  varieties  of  chancre  which  I 
have  mentioned,  there  is  another,  which 
it  is  proper  to  notice.  Inftead  of  appear- 
ing in  the  form  of  fmall  circumfcribed 
pimples,  or  fuperficial  fores,  fuch  as  I  have 
defcribed,  they  become  fuddenly  elevated 
into  extenfive  vesications.  In  thefe,  a  thin, 
clear  lymph  is  fometimes  contained ;  but 
more  frequently  the  lymph  is  tinged  with 
blood.  The  livid  appearance  with  which 
this  is  accompanied  gives  at  firft  caufe 
to  fufpect  that  mortification  may  enfue, 
and  accordingly  chancres  of  this  defcrip- 
tion  have  ufually  been  judged  to  be  of  a 
more  dangerous  nature  than  others.  I 
have  not  found,  however,  that  this  is  the 
cafe.  Their  colour  feems  to  depend  entire- 
ly on  the  quantity  of  blood  mixed  with 
the  ferum  which  they  contain,  and  on 
their  contents  being  difcharged,  and  the 
cuticle  removed,  the  parts  beneath  have 
the  appearance  of  a  clean,  excoriated  fur- 
face, 
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face,  without  being  affe&ed  in  any  other 
manner. 

When  chancres  are  properly  treated 
from  their  commencement,  they  com- 
monly affume  a  healing  appearance  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  days ;  but  in  fome  in- 
fiances,  owing  to  neglect,  in  others  to  fome 
peculiarity  of  conftitution,  and  perhaps 
occafionally  to  the  matter  of  infection  hav- 
ing been  particularly  virulent,  inftead  of 
becoming  clean,  and  of  a  red,  healthy  com- 
plexion, and  which  they  always  do  before 
a  cure  takes  place,  they  become  daily  more 
foul,  and  at  the  fame  time  more  extenlive, 
and  if  their  progrefs  be  not  flopped  by  a 
judicious  external  treatment,  combined 
with  a  proper  courfe  of  mercury,  they 
proceed  to  form  fores  of  a  very  confider- 
able  magnitude.  The  danger  from  thefe, 
when  feated  in  die  preputium,  is  inconfi- 
derable ;  but  in  the  glans,  this  variety  of 
chancre  is  apt  to  go  to  fuch  a  depth  as  to 
prove  very  alarming.  The  danger  is  fome- 
times  great  from  the  hemorrhages  with 
which  they  are  accompanied,  and  we  are 
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often  aftonifhed  at  the  rapid  progrefs  of 
the  fores.  In  fome  inftances  they  extend 
fo  quickly  as  to  deftroy  a  great  part  of  the 
penis  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days. 
1  This  rapid  progrefs,  which  chancres  in 
fome  inftances  make,  is,  for  the  moft  part, 
fuppofed  to  depend  upon  fome  peculiarity 
in  the  conftitution  of  the  patient ;  for,  in 
general,  chancres  remain  circumfcribed, 
and  nearly  ftationary,  for  a  great  part  of 
their  duration.  But  I  have  reafon  to 
think,  that  in  fome  inftances  it  proceeds 
from  the  nature  of  the  matter  by  which 
they  are  produced  :  I  conclude  that  it 
is  fo  from  chancres  of  this  defcription 
being  much  more  frequent  at  particu- 
lar times  than  at  others,  and  from  ob- 
ferving  them  at  the  fame  time  in  dif- 
ferent people  receiving  the  infection  from 
the  fame  woman.  About  two  years  ago 
I  met  with  more  inftances  of  this  phaga- 
denic  chancre  in  the  fpace  of  three  or 
four  months  than  I  had  feen  for  feveral 
years  before,  and  in  four  of  them  the  in- 
fection was  traced  to  the  fame  woman : 

The 


Sect.  II.  of  Lues  Venerea.  23 

The  chancres  in  all  of  them  appeared 
early,  and  made  fuch  rapid  progrefs  that 
very  troublefome  haemorrhages  occurred 
from  them  in  the  fpace  of  three  or  four 
days  from  their  firft  appearance ;  and  in 
a  fmall  town  to  which  I  was  lately  called 
for  an  alarming  haemorrhagy,  produced 
by  an  ulcer  of  this  kind,  the  furgeon  in 
attendance  informed  me  that  in  the  fpace 
of  a  few  weeks  he  had  met  with  three  in- 
ftances  of  the  fame  nature,  and  in  which 
the  infection  was  alfo  traced  to  the  fame 
woman. 

Chancres  of  every  kind,  and  in  all  their 
ftages,  are  liable  to  inflame  when  rough- 
ly treated,  particularly  when  the  parts  are 
much  fretted  by  walking,  or  riding  on 
horfeback.  This  ought  to  be  attentively 
guarded  againft,  for  inflammation  not  on- 
ly promotes  the  abforption  of  the  vene- 
real virus,  as  we  fhall  more  particularly 
hereafter  have  occafion  to  mention,  but 
when  it  affects  the  preputium,  phymo- 
iis  is  commonly  the  confequence,  and  it 
proves  always  an  untoward  occurrence, 
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as  it  prevents  free  accefs  to  the  fores  be- 
neath, a  point  of  the  fir  it  importance  in 
{he  treatment  of  chancre. 

In  women,  chancres  have  precifely  the 
fame  appearance  as  in  men.  They  occur 
chiefly  upon  the  internal  parts  of  the  la- 
bia pudendi,  on  the  nymphce,  clitoris, 
and  entrance  of  the  vagina  and  urethra, 
but  they  are  feldom  or  never  altogether 
within  either  of  thefe  paffages.  They 
are  moft  frequent  about  the  under  parts 
pf  the  labia,  owing  to  the  matter  produ- 
cing them  being  molt  apt  tp  reft  here,  and 
from  the  fame  caufe  they  often  farm  upon 
the  perineum,  near  to  the  anus.  In  this  fi- 
liation they  proye  always  highly  diftrefs- 
ful,  and  are  more  apt  to  terminate  in  deep 
and  extenfive  ulceration,  than  in  parts  not: 
fo  liable  to  be  injured ;  for  here  they  are 
fretted  by  every  motion  of  the  limbs,  nor 
can  the  patient  be  feated  without  prefling 
upon  them. 

Whether  in  men  or  women,  chancres 
pn  parts  covered  with  firm  fkin  have  a 
7Ty  different  appearance  from  fuch  as  oc- 

cu? 
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cur  upon  parts  more  thinly  protected.  In- 
ftead  of  fmall  circumfcribed  pimples,  fuch 
as  I  have  defcribed,  the  fkin  appears  red 
and  tender  for  a  day  or  two,  and  without 
being  previouily  elevated  into  fmall  ve- 
hicles, ulcerations  break  out  at  once.  A. 
foetid  vifcid  matter  oozes  out,  which,  on 
being  removed,  leaves  the  bottom  of  the 
fores  of  a  deep  red  colour,  and  their  edges 
inflamed  and  ragged,  and  however  entirely 
this  matter  may  be  wiped  off,  it  is  foon 
renewed,  and  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  hours 
forms  into  a  thick  firm  cruft,  which  either 
remains  till  it  be  torn  off,  or  till  it  be  com- 
pletely feparated  from  the  contiguou$ 
parts  by  the  formation  of  new  matter  be- 
neath. This  kind  of  fore  is  moft  fre- 
quent in  parts  covered  with  hair,  particu- 
larly about  the  root  of  the  penis  in  men, 
and  above  the  pubes,  and  on  the  perineum 
in  women. 
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§  3.  Of  Buboes. 

A  venereal  bubo  is  a  painful  fwelling  of 
a  lymphatic  gland,  produced  by  abforp- 
tion  of  the  venereal  virus.  The  whole 
furface  of  the  body  having  abforbents 
fpread  upon  it  no  contagious  matter  can 
be  applied  to  any  part  of  it  but  with  the 
ri£k  of  injuring  the  conftitution.  In  va-* 
rious  inftances  of  Lues  Venerea  the  fyftem 
is  infe£ted  by  the  matter  being  carried  di- 
rectly into  the  blood,  but  in  others  a 
fwelling  previoufly  takes  place  in  one  or 
more  of  the  lymphatic  glands  lying  be- 
tween the  part  to  which  the  matter  is  Jfirffc 
applied  and  the  heart. 

Thefe  glands  being  formed  by  convo- 
lutions iof  the  lymphatic  veffels,  are  apt  to 
be  obftructed  by  any  irritating  matter 
which  enters  them.  Hence  a  venereal  bu- 
bo is  a  very  frequent  fymptom  of  the  dif- 
eafe  ;  and,  as  it  is  alfo  one  of  thefe  which 
gives  the  greateft  diftrefs  and  perplexity 

both 
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both  to  patients  and  practitioners,  I  lhall 
give  a  more  minute  defcription  of  it  than 
might  otherwife  have  been  neceflary. 

The  points  of  moft  importance  in  the 
hiftory  of  buboes,  and  which  we  {hall 
therefore  be  particularly  anxious  to  afcer- 
tain,  are,  the  ftate  of  parts  moil  favour- 
able to  their  production  ;  their  moft  fre- 
quent fituation ;  the  appearances  which 
they  aflume  at  different  periods  of  their 
duration,  and  the  means  of  diftinguifh- 
ing  them  from  other  fwellings  which  they 
refemble. 

I  have  already  obferved,  that  the  vene- 
real virus  may  be  abforbed  where  the  Ikin 
is  found  and  entire :  Hence  Lues  Venerea 
may  take  place  where  no  external  mark 
can  be  difcovered  upon  the  part  to  which 
the  matter  of  infection  was  applied.  It 
mult  be  admitted  that  this  is  by  no 
means  a  common  occurrence  ;  but  I  have 
met  with  it  in  fuch  a  number  of  well- 
marked  inftances,  that  I  have  no  more 
doubt  of  the  fact  than  of  any  other  that 
falls  daily  and  clearly  within  our  obferva- 

tion. 
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tion.  It  has  happened  too  in  almoft  all  of 
thefe,  that  a  bubo  was  one  of  the  firft 
fymptoms  of  the  difeafe.  I  have  now  up- 
wards of  twenty  cafes  recorded  of  bubo 
taking  place  where  not  a  veftige  could  be 
traced  either  of  previous  Gonorrhoea, 
chancre,  or  excoriation. 

As  the  firft  two  or  three  cafes  of  this 
which  occurred  to  me  gave  rife  to  a  good 
deal  of  difficulty,  by  the  uncertain  and 
undecilive  practice  with  which  they  were 
attended,  I  think  it  right  in  this  manner  to 
make  it  known.  At  that  time  it  was  an 
eftablifhed  opinion,  as  it  ftill  is  with 
many,  that  buboes  cannot  take  place  with- 
out fome  previous  formation  of  matter  in 
the  contiguous  parts.  In  the  cafes  to 
which  I  allude  the  cure  was  therefore  pro- 
tracted to  a  great  length  ;  for  till  the  na- 
ture of  the  difeafe  became  more  obvious, 
and  which  fometimes  did  not  happen  till 
other  fymptoms  appeared,  the  ufe  of  mer- 
cury, from  which  alone  relief  could  be 
pbtained,  was  commonly  postponed.  The 
(welling  was  either  fuppofed  to  proceed 

from, 
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from  a  drain  in  walking  or  riding,  or  to 
originate  from  fcrophula,  by  which  a  good 
deal  of  time  was  loll  to  no  kind  of  pur- 
pofe. 

In  a  former  part  of  this  work  we  have 
feen  that  fwellings  take  place  in  the  gland3 
of  the  groin  from  inflammation  produced 
by  gonorrhoea :  Thefe  have,  with  fum- 
cient  propriety,  been  termed  fympathetic 
buboes,  and  they  are  by  no  means  un- 
common; but  the  real  idiopathic  bubo, 
proceeding  from  abforption  of  fyphilitic 
matter,  is,  in  a  great  proportion  of  cafes, 
preceded  by  fome  obvious  local  mark  of 
the  virus  in  the  contiguous  parts,  molt 
frequently  by  chancre.  The  matter  paffes 
fo  evidently  from  the  chancre  along  the 
lymphatics  to  the  contiguous  glands,  that 
one  or  more  of  thefe  veffels  are  often 
found  hard,  and  in  a  ftate  of  enlargement, 
in  their  courfe  from  the  fores  to  the 
glands.  This,  in  fome  inftances,  may 
happen  from  inflammation  excited  by  the 
virus ;  in  others,  it  may  be  altogether 
the  effect  of  obflruqlion  to  the  paffage  of 

the 
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the  lymph.  In  fome  cafes  the  lymphatics 
in  this  flate  of  enlargement  become  totally 
unfit  for  the  purpofes  of  abforption  ;  ab~ 
icefTes  form  in  them  ;  and  on  thefe  burfl- 
ing,  they  are  fucceeded  by  troublefome 
lores. 

Chancres,  in  all  their  flages,  and  in  every 
period  of  their  duration,  will  occasionally 
produce  buboes  ;  but  it  is  worthy  of  re- 
mark, that  they  feldom  occur  but  with 
previous  marks  of  inflammation :  Hence 
buboes  are  mod  frequent  in  the  incipient 
flate  of  chancres,  while  the  inflammation 
by  which  they  were  produced  ftill  pre- 
vails. Indeed  more  buboes  take  place  du- 
ring the  firft  eight  or  ten  days  from  the 
appearance  of  chancre  than  in  any  other 
period  of  equal  extent  in  the  whole  courfe 
of  the  difeafe.  When  the  original  inflam- 
matory flate  of  chancres  is  over,  and  the 
parts  are  merely  ulcerated  without  being 
painful,  they  will  continue  in  this  fitua- 
tion  for  a  great  length  of  time,  without 
any  tendency  to  buboes  being  perceived, 
till  inflammation  is  bv  fome  caufe  or  other 

in- 
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induced  upon  them  :  Hence  we  find  bu- 
boes very  frequently  occur  foon  after  cau- 
ftic  has  been  applied  to  chancres,  and  not 
uncommonly  after  the  parts  have  been 
drefTed  with  precipitate  or  any  irritating 
ointment.  The  pain  which  thefe  occafion 
tends,  in  the  firfl  place,  to  create  fome  de- 
gree of  inflammation,  to  which  buboes 
very  frequently  fucceed. 

It  is  not  however  the  higher  degrees 
of  inflammation  which  prove  moft  fa- 
vourable to  the  production  of  buboes. 
When  inflammation  fuddenly  takes  place 
to  a  great  height,  and  fpreads  along  the 
lymphatics  leading  from  chancres,  the  fy- 
ftem  is  not  apt  to  be  infected.  Thefe  ve£- 
fels  appear  to  be  deprived  by  a  great  de- 
gree of  inflammation,  of  the  power  of  ab- 
forption,  probably  by  their  being  render- 
ed impervious ;  but  it  is  equally  certain, 
as  I  have  already  obferved,  that  every 
flight  degree  of  inflammation,  as  well  as 
whatever  tends  to  ftimulate  the  extremi- 
ties of  abforbents,  excites  them  more  or 
lefs  to  action,  and  thereby  tends  to  in- 

creafe 
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creafe  their  power  of  abforption.  Of  this 
we  have  daily  proofs  in  the  practice  of 
inoculating  for  the  fmall  pox,  where  we 
rind  that  infection  very  rarely  takes  place^ 
perhaps  not  once  in  a  thoufand  inftances* 
if  the  wound  at  which  the  matter  of  infec- 
tion was  introduced  is  not  excited  to  in- 
flame :  Hence  the  more  irritation  that  is 
excited  at  the  time  of  the  innoculation 
'the  more  certainly  is  the  difeafe  commu- 
nicated. 

We  may  here  mention  another  inftance 
of  the  effect  produced  by  the  irritation  of 
lymphatics  in  promoting  abforption.  In 
the  application  of  unctuous  fubftances  tu 
the  furface  of  the  body,  particularly  in 
the  ufe  of  mercurial  ointment,  the  power 
of  friction  is  univerfally  admitted ;  and 
we  cannot  fuppofe  that  it  acts  in  any  other 
manner  than  byftimulating  the  abforbents 
of  the  parts.  Some  indeed  have  aliened, 
that  in  matters  of  this  kind  no  advantage 
is  derived  from  friction,  and  that  the  ab- 
forbents would  act  with  equal  influence 
although  the  ointment  was  merely  ap- 
plied 
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plied  to  them ;  but  this  is  fo  directly  con- 
trary to  the  obfervation  of  all  who  have 
attended  to  the  effects  of  friction  in  fuch 
cafes,  that  no  farther  notice  need  be  taken 
of  it  % 

It  has  been  remarked  that  old  venereal 
-dicers  do  not  produce  buboes,  and  this 
lias  given  rife  to  an  opinion  that  the  mat- 
ter produced  by  thefe  fores  is  not  of  a  ve- 
nereal nature,  that  is,  that  it  would  not 
contaminate  the  fyftem  were  it  carried  in- 
to the  blood  by  the  abforbents.  Mr, 
Hunter  was^  I  believe,  the  ririt  who  advan- 
ced this  opinion,  and  I  do  not  know  that 
it  has  yet  been  publicly"-controverted;  but 
fo  far  as  my  obfervation  goes  I  can  de- 
cidedly fay  that  it  is  not  well  founded.  I 
admit  that  buboes,  or  fwellings  of  the  lym- 
phatic glands,  do  not  often  proceed  frOm 
venereal  fores  of  long  duration,  particularly 
iVom  fuch  as  arife  from  infection  of  die  fy£ 

*  It  feems  to  be  furprifmp;  that  Mr,  Hunter  fliould 
hazard  an  opinion  to  this  effect.  Vide  Treatrfe  on  the 
Venereal  Difeafe  by  John  Hunter. 

Vol.  IT,  C  tern; 
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tern  ;  but  although  they  are  not  frequent, 
yet  in  various  inftances  we  meet  with  them. 
*  1  have  feen  them  in  the  neck,  from  ulcers 
in  the  throat ;  in  the  groin,  from  fores  on 
the  toes  and  feet;  and  in  the  axilla,  from 
ulcers  on  the  fingers  and  hands :  and  the 
caufe  of  their  not  being  more  frequent 
may  be  eafily  explained.  We  have  juft 
had  occafion  to  remark,  that  abforption 
of  the  matter  of  Lues  Venerea  does  not 
often  happen  if  the  parts  to  which  it  is 
applied  do  not  inflame.  Now  we  know 
that  it  is  one  of  the  moil  charac"lerifbic  cir- 
cumftances  of  old  venereal  fores,  their 
being  feldom  accompanied  with  inflam- 
mation. This  is  particularly  the  cafe  in 
ulcers  of  the  throat,  where  inflamma- 
tion feldom  takes  place  to  any  diftrefsful 

height.  Swellings  of  the  glands  in  the 
neck  very  feldom  happen  therefore  from 
this  caufe,  but  flill  they  are  occafionally 
met  with ;  and  I  believe  that  they  happen 
as  frequently  here,  in  proportion  to  the 
frequency  of  the  true  venereal  inflamma- 
tion which  takes  place  in  thefe  fores,  as 

in 
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in  any  other  part  of  the  body.  They  oc- 
cur more  frequently  in  the  groin  and 
arm-pit,  from  ulcers  on  the  extremities, 
than  they  do  in  the  neck  from  ulcers  in 
the  throat ;  but  this  happens  obvioufly 
from  ulcers  of  thefe  parts  being  more  apt 
to  inflame  than  venereal  ulcers  in  the 
throat ;  and  it  ferves  as  a  farther  proof 
of  the  efFect  of  inflammation  in  increas- 
ing the  abforbent  powers  of  the  lympha- 
tics. 

In  a  former  work  I  have  fliewn  the 
propriety  of  diftinguifhing  venereal  ul-> 
cers  into  two  kinds.  Chancres  I  would 
denorninate  primary  ulcers,  being  the  root 
or  fource  of  all  farther  infection,  while  all 
thofe  may  be  denominated  Symptomatic 
which  arife  from  the  Syphilitic  virus  ha- 
ving entered  the  fyftem;  That  chancres 
mould  be  more  of  an  inflammatory  na- 
ture than  fymptomatic  ulcers,  and  there- 
fore that  the  matter  produced  by  theni 
fnould  be  more  apt  to  ftimulate  the  ab- 
forbents  is  not  furprifing;  for  we  can 
readily  fuppofe  that  the  matter  of  thefe 

C  2  old 
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old  ulcers  muft  be  rendered  mild  by  be- 
ing diluted.  Even  the  matter  of  chancres 
becomes  lefs  virulent  when  the  difeafe  has 
been  of  long  duration ;  and  the  difcharge 
of  an  ulcerated  bubo,  although  the  bubo 
itfelf  was  produced  by  a  chancre,  is  evi- 
dently of  a  milder  nature  than  the  dif- 
charge of  chancres;  for  we  feldom  or  ne- 
ver fee  new  buboes  arife  in  the  glands  ly- 
ing contiguous  to  an  old  bubo  in  a  (late 
of  ulceration  i  But  we  cannot  furely  ima- 
gine that  this  proceeds  from  the  matter 
of  thefe  fores  not  being  venereal.  I  be- 
lieve it  to  depend  upon  the  caufe  which  I 
have  mentioned.  The  matter  of  a  fore  in. 
this  ntuation  muflbe  continually  diluted  by 
the  lymph  which  is  at  all  times  palling  into 
the  gland.  This  may  render  it  fo  mild 
that  it  will  not  be  capable  of  Simulating 
the  contiguous  glands,  fo  as  to  form  ob- 
flruclions  in  them.  It  will  rather  pals 
cafily  along  with  the  lymph  into  the  ge- 
neral mafs  of  blood  ;  nor  will  it  produce 
any  immediate  or  obvious  effects,  even 
when  it  has  entered  the  fyftem ;  for  when 

thus 
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thus  diluted  by  all  the  blood  in  the  body, 
fome  quantity  muft  be  required  to  accu- 
mulate before  any  irritation  will  enfue ; 
and  till  fome  degree  of  irritation  is  ex- 
cited no  evident  effect  will  take  place.  It 
muft  either  exift  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  acri- 
mony, or  in  fuch  quantity  as  to  be  ca- 
pable of  exciting  irritation  in  fome  part  of 
the  folids,  otherwife  no  mark  of  difeafe 
will  occur  from  it :  Hence  may  be  ac- 
counted for  all  thofe  inftances  of  Lues  Ve- 
nerea breaking  oat  at  very  diftant  periods 
after  infection  was  communicated,  and  of 
the  difference  which  in  this  refpect  we 
meet  with  in  different  patients ;  the  dif- 
eafe in  fome  breaking  out  in  the  courfe  of 
two  or  three  weeks  from  the  time  of  in- 
fection, while  in  others  it  does  not  appear 
for  eight,  ten,  or  twelve  months.  Nay, 
there  is  reafon  to  think  that  in  fome  it 
lias  not  appeared  till  feveral  years  have 
elapfed,  and  of  which  I  could  adduce 
fuch  proofs  as  feem  to  render  it  cer-^ 
\  ain. 

That  the  matter  of  old  venereal  fores  is 
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capable  of  communicating  infection  few 
I  believe  will  doubt.  Many  decifive  proofs 
might  indeed  be  given  of  it,  but  I  fhall 
only  mention  the  following.  When  the 
matter  of  a  chancre  excites  fwelling  in  the 
contiguous  glands  we  have  few  instances 
of  the  virus  paffing  into  the  conftitution. 
The  glands  will  remain  enlarged  for  a 
confiderable  time  without  any  mark  of 
the  fyftem  being  injured,  probably  from 
the  matter  of  infection  being  flopped  in 
its  progrefs  by  the  difeafed  ftate  of  the 
glands  ;  but  when  buboes  become  ulcer- 
ated, if  mercury  be  npt  employed,  the  dif- 
eafe,  for  the  motl  part,  foon  breaks  out  in 
the  throat  and  other  parts  of  the  body 
from  the  matter  of  thefe  fecondary  or 
fymptomatic  fores  having  entered  the 
circulation.  In  fome  inftances,  as  I  have 
mentioned  above?  a  confiderable  time 
elapfes  before  the  conftitution  is  affected 
by  the  matter  of  thefe  fores,  but  it  fcarcely 
ever  fails  of  {hewing  itfelf  at  laft,  and  not 
uiifrecniently  in  the  courfe  of  a  fhort  time 

from 
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from  the  ulceration  of  the  bubo  taking 
place. 

When  to  this  we  add,  chat  fores  of  this 
defcription  are  cured  in  the  fame  manner 
with  every  other  fympiom  of  the  venereal 
difeafe  ;  that  they  daily  increafe  in  depth 
and  extent  till  mercury  is  employed ;  and 
that  they  commonly  put  on  a  healing  ap- 
pearance in  the  courfe  of  a  ihort  time  af- 
ter this  medicine  has  been  ufed,  no  doubt 
can  remain  of  their  being  altogether  ve- 
nereal. Every  practitioner  knows  that 
in  the  treatment  of  venereal  ulcers  fores 
fometimes  remain  after  every  attempt  that 
we  can  make  for  curing  them,  and  long 
after  the  virus  of  the  difeafe  is  removed 
by  mercury.  This,  as  we  mall  hereafter 
have  occauon  to  mention,  may  happen 
from  various  caufes  ;  but  it  is  not  this 
itate  of  thefe  ulcers  which  we  have  now 
been  confidering;  It  is  the  real  venereal 
ulcer  of  which  we  are  now  fpeaking, 
where  the  nature  of  it  has  not  been 
changed,  nor  the  virus  of  the  difeafe  re- 
moved by  the  ufe  of  mercury. 

C  4  Ve- 
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Venereal  buboes  are  raoft  frequently 
feated  in  the  groin.  This  neceffarily  hap- 
pens from  the  manner  in  which  Lues  Ve- 
nerea is  ufually  communicated  ;  for  it  is 
the  lymphatic  glands  moll  contiguous  to 
the  parts  firft  infected  that  moll  common- 
ly fwell.  There  are  few  inflances  indeed 
of  the  virus  palling  through  thefe  and  fix- 
ing upon  others :  Hence  buboes  arinng 
from  ulcers  of  the  lips  and  gums  are 
feated  under  the  tongue,  and  beneath  the 
lower  jaw  ;  from  ulcers  in  the  throat,  the 
glands  of  the  neck  become  affected  ;  from 
fores  on  the  fingers  and  hands,  the  glands 
fwell  about  the  wrift,  elbow,  and  in  the 
axilla;  and  the  glands  about  the  knee, 
and  on  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh,  are 
mo  ft  •  apt  to  fwell  from  fores  of  the  toes 
and  feet. 

In  each  groin,  and  fomewhat  higher 
than  the  root  of  the  penis,  there  is  a  chil- 
ler or  firing  of  lymphatic  glands,  chiefly 
formed  by  the  lymphatic  veffels  of  the  pe- 
nis and  contiguous  parts.  It  is  the  moft 
contiguous  of  thefe  glands  to  the  penis 

that 
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that  are  moft  frequently  obftru&ed  by  the 
matter  of  chancres.  It  is  proper,  how- 
ever, to  remark,  that  buboes  fometimes 
occur  from  the  lame  caufe  in  a  firing  of 
glands  lying  upwards  of  an  inch  lower 
than  thefe,  owing. to  the  lymphatic  velTels 
of  the  penis  pamng  in  fome  in  fiances  out 
of  their  ufual  courfe  and  flretching  down 
to  thefe  glands.  From  want  of  attention 
to  this  flruclure  of  parts,  buboes  in  this 
fet  of  glands  have  commonly  been  fap- 
pofed  to  proceed  from  the  fyflem  being 
infecled,  unlefs  where  they  could  be  ob- 
vioully  traced  to  an  ulcer  in  the  foot  or 
leg  ;  but  we  may  here  obferve  once  for 
all,  that  buboes  never  occur  from  a  gene- 
ral affection  of  the  fyftem  alone.  They 
proceed,  I  believe,  in  every  inflance  from 
matter  abfbrbed  from  a  particular  fpot, 
and  producing,  as  we  have  already  per- 
ceived, obftruclions  in  the  lymphatic 
glands  lying  in  its  courfe  to  the  heart.  So 
evidently  do  buboes  originate  from  local 
affections,  that  in  chancres  of  the  penis  it 
is  commonly  the  glands  in  the  corre- 

fponding 
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fponding  groin  that  fwell.  When  a  chancre 
is  feated  upon  the  frenum,  or  on  any  other 
part  of  the  middle  of  the  penis,  the  glands 
in  both  groins  are  equally  apt  to  be  af- 
fected ;  but  when  the  chancre  is  confined 
to  one  fide  of  the  penis,  or  to  one  fide  of 
the  fcrotum,  we  meet  with  few  inftances 
of  the  glands  in  the  oppofite  groin  being 
obftructed. 

In  a  great  proportion  of  cafes  only  one 
of  the  whole  firing  of  glands  becomes  af- 
fected ;  but  occasionally  it  is  otherwife.  I 
have  known  four  diftinct  buboes  on  one 
fide,  and  three  on  the  other  at  the  fame 
time,  but  here  there  have  always  been 
more  chancres  than  one  ;  for  the  moft 
part  indeed  the  penis  in  fuch  cafes  is  near- 
ly covered  with  fores. 

Were  the  whole  lymphatic  glands  be- 
tween the  heart  and  the  part  at  which  the 
matter  of  Lues  Venerea  enters  the  fyftem, 
liable  to  be  affected  with  it  this  difeafe 
would  be  productive  of  Itill  worfe  confe- 
quences  than  commonly  enfiie  from  it. 
Glands  fituated  within  the  cavity  of  the 

ab~ 
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abdomen  would  fwell  and  fuppurate,  from 
which  the  greateft  danger  might  be  ex- 
pected ;  but  this  does  not  happen.  Scarcely 
an  inftance  can  be  adduced  of  any  inter- 
nal glands  being  affected  by  the  matter  of 
fyphilis ;  but  this  does  not  depend,  as 
fome  have  imagined,  upon  the  tendency 
of  this  difeafe  to  affect  the  more  external 
parts  of  the  body  only.  The  moft  obvious 
caufe  of  it  is,  that  the  venereal  virus  is  al- 
ways abforbed  from  the  furface  of  the  body; 
we  have  feen  that  it  is  always  the  firft 
glands  it  meets  with  in  which  obftruction 
occurs  ;  and  I  have  fuggefted  what  appears 
to  be  the  moft  probable  reafon  of  the 
glands  fituated  beyond  fuch  as  are  affect- 
ed at  firft  not  being  liable  to  fuffer  in  fu- 
ture, viz.  the  flop  which  the  fwelling  of 
the  firft  of  thefe  glands  gives  to  the  far- 
ther abforption  of  matter,  and  the  diluted 
ftate  of  the  matter  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe,  by  which  it  becomes  incapable  of 
exciting  that  degree  of  irritation  neceffary 
to  produce  abforption,  or,  if  abforbed, 
§hat  it  is  rendered  fo  mild  as  not  readily 

to 
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to  produce  obftruction  in  any  of  the  glands 
to  which  it  is  carried.  If  the  matter  of 
Lues  Venerea  was  applied  to  any  internal 
part  of  the  body,  fo  as  to  excite  ulceration, 
we  have  no  caufe  to  doubt  of  the  effects 
refulting  from  it  being  the  fame  that  eil- 
fue  from  the  external  application  of  it. 
The  contiguous  glands  would  be  nrft  af- 
fected, and  from  thence  it  would  proceed 
to  the  reft  of  the  fyftem ;  but  the  difeafe 
never  being  communicated  in  this  man* 
ner  none  of  the  glands  feated  internally 
can  ever  be  affected. 

Thefe  circumflances  being  premifed,  I 
mall  now  enumerate  the  appearances  and 
fymptoms  of  buboes,  with  the  means  of 
diftinguiming  them  from  fwellings  which 
refemble  them.  It  mufl  be  kept  in  view 
that  it  is  the  real  venereal  bubo  of  which 
we  are  now  fpeaking,  and  not  that  inflam- 
matory fwelling  with  which  the  glands  in 
the  groin  are  often  attacked  in  Gonorrhoea. 
A  defcription  of  that  fwelling  is  given  in 
Chap.  III.  Sea.  IX. 

The  molt  frequent  feat  of  bubo,  as 
we  have  feen,  is  in  the  groin,  and  a  de- 
fcription 
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fcription  of  it  in  this  fituation  will  be 
fuflicient.  The  firft  fymptom  of  bu- 
bo is  a  flight  degree  of  pain.  This 
excites  the  attention  of  the  patient,  when 
on  handling  a  fmall  hard  knot  is  difco- 
vered.  In  fome  cafes  this  is  accompanied 
both  with  pain  and  tenfion,  ftretching 
along  an  enlarged  lymphatic  veffel,  in  the 
form  of  a  fmall  cord,  all  the  way  to  the 
penis ;  but  for  the  moft  part  the  tumour 
is  diftinct,  and  not  apparently  connected 
with  any  other  affection.  Even  where  two 
jor  more  buboes  take  place  at  the  fame 
time,  although  near  to  each  other,  they 
are  always  diftinct  and  unconnected  at 
firft,  infomuch  that  the  patient  himfelf 
very  commonly  points  them  out. 

If  mercury  or  ether  difcutients  be  not 
now  employed  the  tumour  becomes  gra- 
dually larger,  and  from  being,  as  it  com- 
monly is  when  firft  perceived,  of  the  fize 
of  a  kidney  bean,  by  the  eighth  or  tenth 
day,  and  often  fooner,  it  is  ufually  of  the 
fize  of  a  pigeon's  egg.  From  the  firft  ap- 
pearance of  a  bubo  there  is  fome  degree 

of 
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of  rotundity  in  the  form  of  it.  In  the  middle 
it  is  fomewhat  raifed  and  prominent,  and 
becomes  flattened  towards  the  fides,  and 
this  continues  during  the  whole  progrefs 
of  the  fwelling.  As  the  fize  of  the  tu- 
mour increafes  it  alfo  becomes  more  pain- 
ful, and  the  pain,  which  at  firft  was  con- 
fined to  the  bubo  itfelf,  fpreads  over  all 
the  contiguous  parts.  The  patient  com- 
plains upon  the  flighteft  degree  of  preffure, 
and  he  cannot  walk  or  move  but  with 
much  uneaunefs. 

Even  when  of  this  fize,  buboes  will 
fometimes  be  removed  by  difcumon  ;  but 
when  this  does  not  happen,  the  fwelling, 
which  till  this  period  ufually  retains  a  con- 
fiderable  degree  of  firmnefs,  becomes  in  a 
gradual  manner  fofter .  and  more  promi- 
nent ;  the  fkin,  which  for  fome  time  re- 
tained its  natural  colour,  becomes  red 
and  tender ;  fome  degree  of  fever  is  apt 
to  take  place,  and  it  is  often  accom- 
panied with  flight  fliivering  fits.  A  fluc- 
tuation of  matter  is  at  length  difcover- 
ed,  at  fir  ft  upon  the  furface  of  the  tu- 
mour. 
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mour,  and  afterwards  through  a  consi- 
derable part  of  the  whole  of  it,  and  on  this 
being:  difcharged,  either  by  the  tumour 
bur  fling  or  by  an  opening  being  made 
into  it,  the  parts  are  found  to  have  all  the 
appearances  of  a  common  abfcefs  contain- 
ing purulent  matter. 

The  time  which  elapfes  in  this  pro- 
grefs  of  bubo,  from  the  firfl  appearance 
of  the  fwelling  till  maturation  is  com- 
pleted, is  exceedingly  variable,  and  de- 
pends upon  a  number  of  circumftances ; 
upon  the  age  and  habit  of  body  of  the 
patient ;  upon  the  degree  of  pain  and 
fever  which  take  place ;  and  on  the 
gland  being  fuperficial  or  deeply  feat- 
ed ;  for  we  find  by  experience  that  deep- 
feated  fwellings  do  not  fo  eafily  or  fo 
quickly  fuppurate  as  thofe  which  are 
immediately  beneath  the  fkin.  Where 
the  conftitution  is  much  relaxed  and  de- 
bilitated, bub  oes  often  remain  indolent 
and  ftationary  for  a  great  length  of  time, 
while  during  the  full  vigour  of  health 
and  youth,  they  ufually  come  quickly  for- 
ward. 
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ward :  When  accompanied  with  much 
pain  and  fome  degree  of  fever,  from  the 
firft  their  progrel's  in  general  is  rapid, 
while  they  always  advance  flowly  when 
the  pain  is  inconhderable.  This  general 
obfervation  may  be  made  upon  the  matu- 
ration of  venereal  buboes,  that  they  fup- 
purate  more  quickly  than  glandular  fwell- 
iiigs  of  any  other  kind,  and  more  flowly 
than  common  ab  fee  lies  in  the  cellular 
membrane.  Thofe  who  have  not  had 
much  experience  in  this  branch  of  bufi- 
nefs  are  apt  to  imagine,  from  the  de- 
fcription  which  they  have  perufed  of  the 
appearances  of  buboes,  and  perhaps  from 
their  having  met  with  a  few  inftances  of 
the  difeafe  in  its  ordinary  form,  that  no 
difficulty  or  doubts  can  occur  concerning 
them  ;  but  this  is  far  from  being  the  cafe. 
Where  a-  glandular  fwelling,  fuch  as  I 
have  defcribed,  appears  in  the  groin,  ei- 
ther during  the  continuance  of  chancres, 
or  foon  after  fores  of  this  nature  have 
healed,  there  will  be  no  caufe  to  doubt  of 
its  being  venereal :  But  buboes  do  not  al- 
ways 
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ways  appear  in  a  fimple  unmixed  ftate. 
They  are  fometim.es  combined  with  other 
affections,  where  they  neceffarily  aflume 
other  appearances  j  and  they  occur  in 
fome  inftances,  as  I  have  already  men*- 
tioned,  without  being  preceded  by  the 
leaft  veftige  of  ulceration.  This  laft  cir* 
cumftance  of  itfelf  is  commonly  produc- 
tive of  doubt,  but  the  difficulty  is  al- 
ways mcreafed  when  the  fwelling  which 
takes  place  is  not  altogether  venereal. 

Swellings  with  which  buboes  may  be 
confounded,  and  from  which  therefore  it 
is  proper  with  as  much  accuracy  as  pof- 
fible  to  diftinguifh  thems  are  of  different 
kinds.  In  fome  cafes  thefe  fwellings  oc- 
cur in  a  fimple  unmixed  flate,  in  others 
they  are  blended  with  the  real  venereal 
bubo. 

1.  The  mofl  frequent  caufe  of  this 
kind  of  perplexity,  is  fcrophula*  When 
the  venereal  difeafe  takes  place  in  fcro- 
phulous  conftitutions,  buboes,  as  well  as 
almoft  every  other  fymptcm,  not  only  be- 

Vol.  \t<  D  come 
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come  much  more  obftinate,  but  allume 
appearances  perfectly  different  from  fuch 
as  occur  in  the  ordinary  form  of  either  of 
thefe  difeafes.  Nor  is  it  neceflary  that 
practitioners  only  fhoukl  be  acquainted 
with  this.  It  ought  to  be  made  known  in 
the  moil  unequivocal  manner  to  patients, 
otherwife  they  are  apt  to  be  perplexed  and 
difappointed,  and  to  blame  thofe  who 
nave  the  charge  of  them,  for  what  it 
is  not  often  in  the  power  of  art  to  pre- 
vent. 

Where  evident  fymptoms  of  fcrophula 
have  previoully  taken  place,  or  where  that 
difeafe  obvioufly  exifts  at  the  time,  there 
is  no  great  difficulty  of  convincing  patients 
of  any  fymptom  of  Lues  Venerea  with 
which  they  are  attacked, being  likely  to  par- 
take of  it  -y  but  they  mould  alfo  know, 
that  during  the  continuance  of  Lues  Ve- 
nerea, fymptoms  of  fcrophula  frequently 
appear  where  that  difeafe  was  not  pre- 
vioully fufpected  to  exift,  and  which 
otherwife  might  never  have  taken  place. 
Of  this  I  have  met  with  many  inftances, 

where 
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where  a  fcrophulous  taint,  wliich  had  till 
then  remained  concealed,  broke  out  at 
once  with  much  violence  on  the  fyftem 
being  infected  with  Lues  Venerea. 

We  judge  that  a  fwelling  of  this  kind 
partakes  of  fcrophula,  when,  instead  of 
yielding  to  a  proper  application  of  mer- 
cury, or  coming  forward  to  fuppuratiori 
in  the  time  which  venereal  buboes  com- 
monly require,  it  either  remains  flation- 
ary  or  advances  in  that  flow  gradual  man- 
ner peculiar  to  tumours  of  a  fcrophulous 
nature.  Tumours  altogether  venereal,  do 
not  advance  fo  rapidly  as  common  abfcef- 
fes,  but  they  come  much  more  quickly 
forward  than  fcrophulous  fwellings.  In 
mod  inftances,  a  venereal  bubo  that  is  al- 
lowed to  fuppurate  arrives  at  full  ma- 
turity in  the  fpace  of  four  or  five  weeks  ; 
often  in  lefs  time  than  this,  from  its  firrt 
commencement;  whereas,  when  conjoined 
with  fcrophula^  two  or  three  months  will 
pafs  over  before  this  takes  place.  The 
pain,  inflead  of  being  fmart,  as  happens  in 
buboes,  is  more  of  a  dull  obtufe  nature. 

D  a  The 
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The  fwelling  at  fir  ft,  inftead  of  being 
firm,  as  we  have  defcribed  it  to  be  in  bu- 
boes, is  fomewhat  foft  and  compreffible, 
like  dough ;  and  even  when  matter  is 
fully  formed  in  it,  the  firmnefs  and  ten- 
fion  attending  it  is  lefs.  Neither  is  the 
rednefs  of  the  teguments,  which  takes 
place  as  the  fwelling  comes  forward,  of 
fuch  a  bright  hue  as  in  buboes. 

This  kind  of  connection  between  Lues 
Venerea  and  fcrophula,  may,  in  fome  in- 
ftances  too,  be  difcovered  by  the  fize  of 
thefe  tumours.  The  true  venereal  bubo 
is  no  doubt  very  variable  in  point  of  bulk, 
but  it  never  becomes  fo  large  as  tumours 
of  this  mixed  nature  commonly  do.  Few 
of  the  former  ever  furpafs  the  fize  of  a 
pullets  egg,  but  the  latter  very  commonly 
become  two  or  three  times  larger  than 
this.  I  have  at  prefent  two  inftances  of 
this  kind  of  fwelling  ftretching  from  the 
root  of  the  penis,  nearly  to  the  fpine  of  the 
ileum. 

2.  Venereal  buboes  are  very  apt,  in  the 
courfe  of  their  progrefs,  to  be  attacked 

with 
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with  eryfipelas.  When  this  does  not  take 
place  till  towards  the  latter  ftage  or  the 
fwelling  no  caufe  for  doubt  occurs  from 
it,  as  the  real  nature  of  the  primary  af- 
fection is  previouily  rendered  obvious. 
But  when  it  occurs  at  nrft,  as  fbmetimes 
happens,  the  practitioner,  as  well  as  the 
patient  is  thereby  apt  to  be  deceived.  Tu-  * 
mours  of  this  kind,  inftead  of  being  cir- 
cumfcribed,  with  their  limits  diflincfly 
marked, as  happens  inbuboes, are.com mon- 
ly  diffufed,  and  terminate  in  a  more  imper- 
ceptible manner  in  the  contiguous  parts. 
Inftead  of  ihe  vivid  complexion  of  com- 
mon inflammation,  they  are  of  a  more 
deep  copper  colour,  and  the  inflammation 
which  takes  place  occurs  fuddenly,  in- 
ftead of  approaching  in  a  more  gradual 
manner. 

I  may  alfo  remark,  that  the  pain  in 
thefe  fwellings  accompanied  with  eryfipe- 
las,  gives  more  diftrefs  from  the  fenfation 
which  it  communicates  of  a  burning  de- 
gree of  heat  than  we  ever  meet  with  from 
thefe  lancinating  pains  which  take  place  in 
the  latter  ftages  of  the  true  venereal  bubo. 

D  3  3.  Lum- 
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3.  Lumber  abfceffes  have  in  fome  in- 
flances  been  miiliaken  for  buboes.  This, 
however,  may  at  all  times  be  eafily  avoid- 
ed, and  can  never  occur  but  from  igno- 
rance or  inattention.  Any  perfon  of 
experience  will  eafily  diifinguifh  by  exa- 
mination with  his  ringers,  the  difference 
between  the  one  and  the  other.  In  the 
one  the  fwelling  is  feated  in  the  cellular 
fubftance,  while  it  is  in  the  body  of  a 
gland  in  the  other.  Whoever  has  once 
handled  thefe  different  parts  in  a  tumified 
ftate  will  be  at  no  lpfs  to  diftinguifh  be- 
tween them;  and  to  thofe  who  have  nothad 
this  opportunity  it  is  perhaps  impollible  to 
mark  the  difference  by  any  defcription  that 
can  be  given  of  it.  I  may  remark,  however, 
that  thefe  two  fwellings  are  for  the  mod 
part  fumciently  diit inguifhed  by  the  fymp- 
toms  which  precede  and  attend  them.  If 
Imboes  be  not  always  preceded  by  chan- 
cres, lumber  abfceiTes  are  univerfally  at- 
tended with  pain  about  the  linall  of  the 
back  and  in  the.  loins.    This  fymptom 

indeed 
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indeed  very  commonly  occurs  as  a  fore- 
runner to  the  appearance  of  the  tumour  in 
the  groin,  and  almoft  in  every  inftance, 
before  the  tumour  appears,  the  patient  is 
much  debilitated  by  the  fever  with  which 
he  is  attacked  from  the  firft  formation  of 
the  difeafe,  and  which  never  in  any  con- 
siderable degree  happens  in  bubo. 

4.  In  fome  cafes,  both  inguinal  and  fceme- 
ral  herniae  have  been  miftaken  for  buboes. 
Of  this  I  have  known  different  inftances 
with  patients  ;  nor  is  it  furpriflng  that 
it  mould  be  fo,  for  both  kinds  of  fwell- 
ing  appear  nearly  in  the  fame  part ;  they 
arc  neither  of  them  attended  with  any  al- 
teration in  the  colour  of  the  fkin,  when  they 
fir  ft  appear,  and  they  are  both,  for  the  mofr. 
part,  accompanied  with  fome  pain ;  but 
ftill  the  difference  between  them  is  fo  ob- 
vioufiy  marked  that  one  can  fcarcely 
fuppofe  it  poffible  for  any  practitioner, 
however  ignorant  he  might  be,  to  fall  in- 
to any  difficulty  upon  this  point,  did  we 
not  know  that  in  different  inftance6  it  had 
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happened.  Herniae  have  not  only  been 
miltaken  for  buboes,  but  buboes  have 
been  treated  as  hernias. 

Befides  the  very  marked  diftinction 
which  occurs  between  buboes  and  herniae, 
in  the  appearances  and  other  circumftan-. 
ces  immediately  connected  with  the  tu- 
mours, and  with  which  every  practitioner 
ought  to  be  acquainted,  herniae  is  for  the 
moft  part  fufficiently  diftinguifhed  from 
the  other  by  the  ficknefs,  obftruction  of 
the  bowels,  and  other  fymptoms  with 
which  it  is  accompanied,  and  which  ought 
alfb  to  be  fo  generally  known  that  to 
enumerate  them  more  particularly  would 
be  altogether  unneceffary. 

5.  Ulcers  in  the  feet  and  legs,  from 
whatever  caufe  they  may  arife,  occafion- 
ally  produce  fwellings  in  the  glands  of  the 
thighs :  Thefe,  in  fome  inftances,  have 
been  miftaken  for  buboes.  The  chief 
means  of  distinction  are  thefe  ;  our  know- 
ledge of  the  exiflence  of  fuch  a  fore  as  we 
have  found  by  experience  to  fee  productive 

of 
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of  tumours  of  this  kind ;  the  feat  of  the 
tumours,  thefe  fwellings  being  common- 
ly on  the  fore  part  of  the  thigh,  and  fome- 
what  lower  than  the  ordinary  feat  of  bu- 
boes ;  and  laftly,  their  being  attended  with 
little  or  no  pain,  and  very  feldom  proceed- 
ing to  fuppurate,  but  rather  continuing 
indolent,  and  nearly  of  the  fame  degree 
of  hardnefs  from  the  firft.  Even  when 
they  do  contain  matter  the  fkin  feldom 
lofes  its  colour;  a  circumftance  which  ne- 
ver happens  with  buboes  in  a  ftate  of  fup- 
puration. 

Women  labouring  under  the  venereal 
difeafe  are  equally  liable  to  buboes  with 
men  ;  and  the  difeafe  is  fo  exactly  limilar 
in  both  that  a  defcription  of  it  in  the  one 
fex  renders  it  almoft  unneceflary  to  fpeak 
of  it  in  the  other.  The  only  circumftance 
in  which  they  are  different  is  the  fituation 
of  the  tumours. 

From  the  courfe  of  the  lymphatics  notbe- 
ing  exactly  the  fame  in  women  the'fite  of  bu- 
boes in  them  muft  neceffarily  be  different. 
\  met  with  one  inftance  of  the  fwelling  ex- 
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actly  upon  the  middle  of  the  mons  vene- 
ris ;  for  the  mod  part,  however,  they  are 
fituated  on  the  courfe  of  the  round  liga- 
ments, near  to  where  they  enter  the  ab- 
domen, or  higher  in  the  groin,  fomewhat 
nearer  the  pudendum,  than  in  men.  Thefe 
laft  become  equally  large  with  buboes  in 
men;  but  the  others,  it  has  been  remarked, 
remain  fmall,  and  ftill  more  circumfcrib- 
ed  than  buboes  in  their  ordinary  ntua- 
tion. 

The  fymptoms  we  have  hitherto  been 
defcribing,  viz.  chancre  and  bubo,  are  at 
firft  always  local ;  that  is,  they  are  never 
produced  by,  although  they  are  very  com- 
monly productive  of,  what  may  be  called 
the  conftitutional  ftate  of  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe.  This  has  induced  fome  to  treat  of 
thefe  fymptoms  as  diftinct  and  unconnect- 
ed with  the  conftitutional  affection  ;  and 
there  would  be  much  propriety  in  their 
doing  fo,  were  it  poffible  to  determine 
when  the  matter  of  chancre  or  of  bubo  has 
entered  the  fyftem  or  not.    But  fo  far  as  I 

know 
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know  this  has  never  been  done;  and 
there  is  much  caufe  to  imagine  that  no 
attempt  towards  it  will  ever  prove  fuccefs- 
ful.  Some  ingenuity  has  been  fhewn  in 
endeavouring  to  afcertain  the  time  which 
mull  elapfe  between  the  appearance  of 
chancre  and  abforption  by  the  lymphatics; 
and  even  during  this  period,  the  difeafe, 
it  is  faid,  mould  be  conlidered  as  local. 
To  me,  however,  all  fuch  attempts  appear 
to  be  both  futile  and  dangerous.  The 
point  in  queflion  can  never,  in  my  opi- 
nion, be  afcertained ;  and  while  the  con- 
trary idea  prevails,  the  conftitution  would 
in  many  inftances  be  injured,  as  it  would 
be  very  apt  to  lead,  as  with  fome  it  has 
already  done,  to  a  very  hazardous  prac- 
tice, a  dependence  in  the  treatment  of 
thefe  fymptoms  upon  local  remedies. 
Chancres  and  buboes  may  both  remain  in 
a  local  ftate  for  a  great  length  of  time. 
Nay,  it  is  poffible  that  their  cure  might 
fometimes  be  accomplimed  without  any 
of  the  matter  arifmg  from  them  entering 

the 
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the  conftitution  ;  but  as  this  is  mere  con- 
jecture ;  as  we  have  no  method  of  know- 
ing when  this  might  be  the  cafe,  and  as 
we  know  from  daily  obfervation  that  in 
almofl  every  inftance  the  conftitution  is 
injured  even  by  the  flighted  degree  of 
thefe  fymptoms,  I  judge  it  in  every  refpect 
better  to  treat  of  them  as  conftitutionai 
affections. 

The  next  fymptom  we  have  to  defcribe 
is  univerfally  allowed  to  originate  from 
the  virus  when  it  has  entered  the  fyftem. 

§  4.  Of  the  Venereal  Sore  Throat. 

From  whatever  part  of  the  body  the 
matter  of  fyphilis  may  have  entered  the 
lymphatics,  we  find  that  it  is  more  apt  to 
attack  the  throat  than  any  other  part. 
This  does  not  happen,  however,  at  any  cer- 
tain period.  I  have  known  it  fix  upon  the 
throat  in  the  courfe  of  ten  days  from  the 
firft  appearance  of  a  chancre,  while  in  fame 
*inftances  it  remains  perfectly  found  till 

feve- 
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feveral  months  after  every  external  mark 
of  the  difeafe  has  difappeared. 

In  addition  to  what  has  already  been 
faid  upon  this  point  I  may  obferve,  that 
the  throat,  as  well  as  other  parts  of  the 
body,  are  moft  apt  to  be  foon  affected 
when  no  buboes  take  place.  When  the 
matter  paries  directly  into  the  fyftem,  along 
the  abforbents,  the  infection  mews  itfelf 
more  early  than  where  it  is  firfl  flopped 
by  buboes  and  afterwards  taken  up  by 
the  lymphatics  on  thefe  fwellings  be- 
coming ulcerated. 

In  the  venereal  fore  throat  the  patient 
is  ufually  diftreffed  with  fome  degree  of 
uneafinefs  in  fwallowing  for  fome  days 
before  his  attention  is  much  excited  to- 
wards it.  He  feels  a  fenfation  of  fulnefs 
and  tendernefs,  but  not  much  pain.  In 
fome  cafes  this  prevails  over  the  whole 
throat,  but  for  the  moft  part  on  one  fide 
only.  Unlefs  there  has  been  fome  recent 
caufe  for  fufpicion  the  difeafe  is  attributed 
to  cold;  but  the  fymptoms  continuing, 
and  an  infpection  being  made,  an  ulcer  is  in 
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moft  inftances  difcovered  on  the  part  of 
which  he  complained  in  fwallowing. 

Thefe  ulcers  in  fome  cafes  make  their 
Brffc  appearance  upon  the  uvula,  but 
they  are  much  more  frequent  upon  one 
of  the  amygdala?.  ,  On  nrfh  infpection 
they  are  commonly  fmall,  but  always  foul, 
and  accompanied  with  fome  degree  of 
fullnefs  or  iv»rc  lling,  and  witli  an  eryfipe- 
latous  rednefs  of  the  contiguous  parts: 

In  moft  inftances  the  ulcer  remains  fta- 
tionary  for  a  considerable  time,  not  going 
deeper  than  the  thicknefs  of  a  millings 
nor  fpreading  to  any  greater  extent  than 
it  occupied  at  flrfl ;  but  in  others,  unlefs 
the  moft.  effectual  remedies  are  immediate- 
ly employed,  the  ulcer  not  only  becomes 
deeper,  but  fpreads  to  a  great  extent, 
and  in  fome  cafes  with  fuch  rapidity,  that 
I  have  known  the  uvula  and  all  the  con- 
tiguous parts  affected  in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  days.  In  fome  the  ulcer,  in  its  courfe, 
gives  only  the  appearance  of  foulnefs  to' 
the  contiguous  parts,  which  become  cover- 
ed with  a  yellow  coloured  flough,  fome- 

what 
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what  refembling  the  buffy  coat  of  inflam- 
matory blood,  while  in  others  it  fpreads 
in  the  form  of  a  corroding  fore,  and  de- 
ftroys  all  the  parts  as  it  goes  along.  It 
fometimes  deftroys  a  great  part  of  the 
tonfil  before  leaving  it,  but  it  more  fre- 
quently fpreads  along  the  arch  reaching 
from  the  tonfil,  on  which  it  is  feated,  to 
the  uvula,  and  which,  together  with  the 
contiguous  parts  of  th,e  velum  pendulum 
palati,  are  commonly  deftroyed  before  the 
other  tonfil  becomes  affected. 

Even  in  this  advanced  flate  of  thefe  ul- 
cers the  patient  feldom  complains  of  much 
pain,  if  it  be  not  during  the  action  of 
fwallowing.  A  general  uneafinefs  is  felt 
over  the  throat,  but  the  pain  is  never  fo 
acute  as  the  extent  and  appearances  of  the 
fores  would  give  caufe  to  expect.  "Where- 
ever  much  pain  takes  place  we  find  that 
it  proceeds  not  from  the  fores  but  from 
that  kind  of  eryfipelatous  rednefs  with 
which  the  contiguous  parts  are  very  apt 
to  be  affected,  and  by  which  fuch  a  dis- 
tressful burning  fenfation  is  fometimes 
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induced  over  the  whole  throat  as  renders 
the  patient  at  all  times  very  uneafy. 

In  fome  cafes  of  the  venereal  fore  throat 
this  inflammatory  rednefs  takes  place  with- 
out any  ulceration.  If  not  prevented  by 
mercury,  ulcers  would  no  doubt  form  at 
laft ;  but  I  have  known  the  parts  remain 
fwelled,  and  accompanied  with  that  deep 
copper-coloured  complexion  which  is  very 
characteriftic  of  thefe  affections,  for  feve- 
ral  weeks  together,  and  without  any  de- 
gree of  ulceration  being  perceptible.  The 
difeafe  in  this  ftate,  although  it  is  com- 
monly fixed  on  one  fide  of  the  throat  at 
iirft,  is  very  apt  to  leave  it  fuddenly  and 
go  to  the  other ;  and  this  we  find  will  hap- 
pen again  and  again,  till  the  one  fide  be- 
comes ulcerated,  by  which  it  is  kept  fixed 
to  a  particular  fpot. 

Where  the  throat  is  affected  in  this 
manner,  that  is,  where  it  is  attacked  both 
with  the  venereal  virus  and  eryfipelas,  a 
very  diftrefsful  fymptom  commonly  takes 
place,  a  conftant  heat  and  irritation  over 
the  whole  fauces,  by  which  the  patient  is 
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kept  under  a  perpetual  dehre  of  clearing 
his  throat,  of  an  acrid,  vifcid  mucus,  with 
which  it  becomes  fo  much  fluffed  from 
time  to  time  ars  to  render  a  great  deal  of 
exertion  for  this  purpofe  neceffary  ;  and 
it  prevails  equally  at  all  times,  even  during 
meals,  and  when  the  patient  mould  be  at 

•rdfo.,j  *  :  *  '  -\  %\'%l^t'^itK^I^ 

That  it  is  chiefly  by  the  irritability 
which  takes  place  here  that  this  acrid  mu- 
cus is  produced  I  conclude  to  be  the  cafe, 
from  finding  that  nothing  tends  fo  much 
to  remove  it  as  foothing  anodyne  applica- 
tions, conjoined  with  the  internal  ufe  of 
opiates. 

It  is  commonly  too  in  this  inflamma- 
tory flate  of  fore  throats  that  patients  in 
Lues  Venerea  are  feized  with  deafnefs. 
Deafnefs  may  happen  from  other  caufes* 
as  we  mail  afterwards  have  Occafion  to 
mention,  but  in  this^cafe  I  believe  it  to 
proceed  from  the 'inflammation  fpreading 
to  the  tuba  euftachiana,  fo  as  to  lender  it 
impervious.  Inflammation  may  act  in 
producing  deafnefs,  either  by  fluffing  this 
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pafTage  with  mucus  or  by  exciting  adhe- 
fion  between  the  fides  of  the  duel.  In  the 
one  cafe  the  deafnefs  may  only  be  tempo- 
rary, but  in  the  other  it  muft  neceffarily, 
to  a  certain  degree,  remain  permanent. 

In  moft  inftances  the  venereal  fore 
throat  does  not  go  deeper  than  the  foft 
parts ;  producing  fores,  fuch  as  I  have  de- 
fenbed,  of  various  degrees  of  magnitude ; 
but  where  the  difeafe  has  either  been  too 
long  neglected,  or  where  mercury  and 
other  remedies  employed  for  it  do  not 
prove  fuccefsful,  the  bones  themfelves 
come  in  feme  cafes  to  fuffer.  I  have  known 
the  body  of  the  upper  vertebrae  of  the 
neck  affected  in  this  manner,  and  it  not 
unfrequently  attacks  the  bones  of  the  pa- 
late and  back  part  of  the  nofe. 

One  of  the  moft  diftrefsful  circum- 
ftances  which  practitioners  meet  with  in 
dlfeafes  of  the  throat  is,  the  uncertainty  of 
diftinguifhing  between  venereal  affections 
of  thefe  parts  and  others  which  refemble 
them,  by  which  a  good  deal  of  time  is 
either  altogether  loft,  or  employed  with 
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much  doubt  and  undecifion.  From  this 
caufe  alone  ulcers  are  fometimns  allowed 
to  fpread,  where  it  might  eafily  have  been 
prevented  by  a  timeous  ufe  of  mercury  j 
and  in  other  inftances  patients  are  put  up- 
on the  ufe  of  this  remedy  where  it  ought 
by  no  means  to  be  employed. 

The  complaints  mofl  apt  to  be  miftaken 
for  venereal  affections  of  thefe  parts  are, 
thofe  ulcers  which  occafionally  fucceed  to 
long  continued  cafes  of  catarrhal  inflam- 
mation, and  fuch  as  fometimes  take  placg 
as  the  confequence  of  too  much  mercury 
having  been  ufed,  or  of  the  patient  being 
expofed  to  cold  while  under  a  courfe  of 
mercury* 

The  chief  means  of  difUnclion  between 
Venereal  ulcers  of  the  throat  and  fuch  as 
fucceed  to  inflammation  are  thefe  ;  ulcers 
from  inflammation  very  commonly  fuper- 
vene  upon  abfcefles  j  they  are  ufiiaily 
clean,  and  of  a  florid  red  appearance,  and 
accompanied  with  a  good  deal  of  pain. 
The  venereal  ulcer  again  feldom  or  never 
produces  abfcefs,  and  in  the  fir  ft  place  it 

E  2  always 


68 


Of  the  Symptoms         Ch.  IV. 


always  forms  upon  the  furface.  It  is  never 
clean  till  remedies  have  been  employed 
for  rendering  it  fo ;  and  although  it  is  al- 
ways accompanied  with  fome  uneafinefs, 
the  pain  attending  it  is  never  fo  fevere  as 
in  the  other.  I  may  alfo  remark,  that  in 
the  common  inflammatory  fore  throat  the 
contiguous  parts  do  not  ufually  ajGTume 
that  erysipelatous  colour  which  very  uni- 
verfally  takes  place  in  venereal  ulcers,  nor 
are  they  apt  to  induce  that  plentiful  fe- 
cretion  of  acrid  mucus,  and  the  fymptoms 
which  enfue  from  it,  which  we  have  fhewn 
to  be  frequent  confequences  of  the  other. 

We  fhall  hereafter  have  occafion  to 
fpeak  more  particularly  of  that  variety  of 
fore  throat  arifing  from  the  effects  of  cold 
when  under  mercury,  as  well  as  from  an 
over-quantity  of  mercury  having  been 
employed.  At  prefent  I  may  remark,  that 
this  is  diftinguiihed  from  the  venereal  fore 
throat  by  a  very  confiderable  fullnefs  or 
fwelling,  not  only  ii^both  amygdala*  of 
the  throat,  but  over  the' whole  fauces,  to- 
gether with  fome  degree  of  tumefaction 
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of  the  parotid  gland,  as  well  as  of  all  the 
fali  vary  glands;  circumitances  by  no  means 
connected  with  venereal  affections  of  thefe 
parts.  The  parts-  are  not  fo  apt  to  ulce- 
rate as  in  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  any 
iloughy  appearance  which  takes  place  up-' 
on  them,  inftead  of  being  ox  a  buffy  colour, 
as  happens  in  the  -other,  is  white  and 
milky,  fomewhat  refembling  thole  aph- 
thous crufts  fo  frequently  met  with  in  the 
mouths  of  new-born  infants.  Thefe  Houghs 
too  are  more  extenfive  than  they  ever  are 
in  venereal  fore  throats.  In  the  latter 
they  are  always  confined  to  fuch  parts  as 
are  inflamed,  while,  in  the  other,  they 
commonly  extend  a  confiderable  way  over 
the  contiguous  parts. 

The  natural  unequalities  on  the  furface 
of  the  amygdalae,  have,  in  fome  inflances, 
when  in  a  ftate  of  inflammation,  been  mis- 
taken for  venereal  ulcers  ;  this,  however, 
may  always  be  avoided,  and  never  can 
happen  but  from  ignorance  or  inattention. 
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§  5*  Of  Venereal  Ulcers  in  the  Nofe  and 

Mouth. 

Chancres,  or  primary  venereal  ulcers, 
arife  qccanonally,  as  we  have  already  had 
pccafioii  to  remark,  both  in  the  nofe  and 
mouth ;  but  fores  of  this  defcription, 
wherever  they  are  feated,  having  been  al- 
ready defcribed  in  §2.  of  this  feclion,  we 
are  now  to  treat  of  thofe  only  which  ori- 
ginate from  the  fyftem  being  infecled. 

Next  to  the  throat  the  matter  of  this  di£- 
eafe  fixes  mofl  frequently  upon  the  nofe> 
jrhich,  fo  far  as  I  have  had  opportunities 
of  obferving,  is  more  apt  to  be  attacked 
with  it  than  the  mouth.  I  need  fcarcely 
obferve,  however,  that  fome  variety  occurs 
in  this.  In  a  few  cafes  the  mouth  is  at- 
tacked before  either  the  nofe  or  throat. 
In  others  the  difeafe  appears  firft  in  the 
nofe ;  but  in  a  great  proportion  of  cafes 
it  follows  the  progrefs  I  am  now  defcrib- 
.  Ing;  after  having  for  fome  time  fixed  up- 
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on  the  throat  it  goes  to  the  nofe,  if  the  dif- 
cafe  is  not  flopped  in  its  courfe  by  a  pro- 
per ufe  of  mercury.  We  may  alfo  remark, 
that  although  the  ulcers  in  the  throat 
Ihould  be  cured  by  mercury,  if  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  the  medicine  be  not  employ- 
ed for  eradicating  the  virus,  the  difeafe, 
when  it  again  breaks  out,  will  appear 
moft  readily  upon  the  nofe,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  if  no  mercury  had  been  made 
ufe  of.  This,  however,  is  not  univerfally 
the  cafe  ;  for  in  many  inflanccs  we  find  it 
mod  apt  to  return  to  the  parts  where  it 
was  lad  feated,  and  after  again  fixing  up- 
on the  throat  it  proceeds  to  the  nofe,  as  it 
would  have  done  at  firli  if  no  interruption 
had  been  given  to  it. 

It  does  not  however  attack  every  part  of 
the  nofe  indifcriminately.  Some  have  re- 
marked that  the  matter  of  this  difeafe  has 
a  particular  tendency  to  fix  upon  the  ex- 
ternal parts  of  the  body,  that  this  always 
happens  in  the  firfl  inftance,  and  when  it 
proceeds  from  thefe  to  fuch  as  are  more 
deeply  feated  that  it  does  fo  with  fome 
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regularity,  by  attacking  fuch  parts  firft  as 
are  moft  thinly  covered.  This,  however, 
does  not  happen  with  any  kind  of  regula- 
rity, and  feems  only  to  have  been  noticed 
for  the  purpofe  of  fupporting  an  opinion. 
Inftead  of  going  firft  to  the  fkin,  which  it 
would  do  were  this  opinion  well  founded, 
the  throat,  as  we  have  juft  feen,  is  moft 
apt  to  be  affected  ;  and  when  it  afterwards 
attacks  the  nofe  and  mouth,  it  is  not  even 
the  moft  external  parts  of  thefe  that  are 
firft  apt  to  fufFer. 

In  a  few  inftances  the  difeafe  no  doubt 
appears  firft  upon  the  outward  parts  of  the 
nofe,  but  in  by  much  the  greateft  number 
trie  more  internal  parts  are  previoufly  af- 
fected.   The  patient  at  firft  complains  of 
a  troublefome  ftoppage  in  one  of  his  nof- 
trils,  accompanied  with  fome  degree  of 
tendernefs  and  pain  at  a  particular  point. 
This  is  often  fo  deeply  feated  in  the  noftril 
that  it  cannot  be  feen,  being  moft  fre- 
quently upon  fome  part  of  one  of  the  ofTa 
ipongiofa  ;  but  when  the  under  part  of 
die  paffage  is  affected,  together  with  a  full- 
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nefs  of  the  membrane  of  the  nofe,  a  fmall 
foul  ulcer  is  perceived,  which  is  either- 
covered  with  a  white  ilough,  or  a  firm 
brown  cruft,  and  on  this  being  removed, 
although  the  parts  beneath  may  appear 
clean  and  red,  they  foon  become  equally 
foul  and  lloughy  as  before. 

In  the  commencement  of  thefe  affec- 
tions, the  difcharge  is  commonly  incon- 
fiderable ;  but  on  a  longer  continuance, 
the  matter  forms  in  greater  quantities, 
when  it  ufually  becomes  thin  and  very 
foetid.  If  the  ulcer  is  feated  upon  any  part 
of  the  ofTa  fpongiofa,  the  bone  foon  be- 
comes difeafed,  and  the  matter  acquires  a 
black  dirty  colour  ;  it  becomes  larger  in 
quantity,  and  the  fuetor  ftill  more  confi- 
derable  than  at  firft.  In  this  ftage  of  the 
difeafe  large  portions  of  thefe  bones  are 
apt  to  feparate  and  come  away ;  but  be- 
fore coming  this  length,  other  fymptoms 
have  commonly  made  their  appearance. 
A  weeping  eye,  as  it  is  termed,  or  a  con-  1 
ftant  flow  of  tears  over  the  cheek,  fre- 
quently occurs  in  this  ftage  of  the  difeafe, 
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owing  to  the  under  end  of  the  lachrymal 
duct,  which  terminates  behind  the  os 
fpongiofum  inferius,  being  apt  to  be  flop- 
ped by  the  difeafe  of  this  bone.  The 
fenfe  of  fmelling  becomes  impaired,  and 
in  fome  is  entirely  deftroyed ;  and  the  fi- 
gure of  the  nofe  is  at  laft  affected,  in  the 
fixft  place  becoming  fwelled,  red,  and 
painful,  upon  the  parts  immediately  above 
thofe  that  are  ulcerated,  and  afterwards 
lofing  its  prominency  by  the  bones  of 
which  it  is  formed  coming  away.  This 
does  not  happen  while  the  difeafe  is  con- 
fined to  the  fpongy  bones  of  the  ncfe,  but 
the  feptum  itfelf  becomes  affected,  in 
which  cafe  there  is  always  much  hazard 
of  the  face  being  disfigured  by  this  bone 
giving  way,  when  the  nofe  is  apt  to  fall 
nearly  or  entirely  flat. 

This  is  the  ufual  courfe  of  ulcers  in  the 
nofe ;  but  inftead  of  attacking  the  inter- 
nal parts  in  the  firft  inftance,  we  meet 
with  them  occafionally  upon  the  cartila- 
ginous parts  of  the  nofe,  in  which  cafe 
they  commonly  begin  with  fome  degree 
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of  inflammation  of  die-  fkin.  After  the 
fkin  has  remained  red  and  tender  for  fome 
time,  fmall  ulcerations  appear  upon  it, 
and  thefe  at  laft  running  together,  a  fore 
of  more  or  lefs  extent  is  formed  by  the 
whole.  Like  all  other  venereal  fores,  ul- 
cers in  this  fituation  are  always  foul  ;  the  \ 
jnatter  they  difcharge  is  thin  and  offen- 
sive, and  the  fkin  for  fome  way  round 
their  edges  is  of  an  eryfipelatous  red  co- 
lour. When  the  cartilaginous  fubftance 
of  the  nofe  becomes  affected,  they  of- 
ten put  on  a  cancerous  appearance  ;  nor 
has  mercury  the  effect  of  Hopping  their 
progrefs  fo  readily  here  as  in  other  parts  of 
the  body:  This  has  in  fome  inftances 
been  the  caufe  of  venereal  ulcers  in  this 
part  being  treated  as  cancers,  by  which, 
even  after  being  extirpated,  the  difeafe  has 
again  returned,  when  a  cure  might  eafily 
have  be#n  accomplished  by  the  mercury 
having  been  continued  for  a  due  length  of 
time  at  fir  ft. 

Every  part  of  the  mouth  is  occafionally 
$he  feat  of  venereal  ulcers ;  but  although 
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they  appear  from  time  to  time  on  the  in- 
fide  of  the  cheeks  and  on  the  gums,  they 
are  moft  frequent  upon  the  palate  and  on 
the  tongue.  In  other  parts  of  the  mouth 
the  ulcers  appear  without  any  previous 
warning,  being  for  the  moft  part  fully 
formed  as  foon  as  the  part  affected  is  ex- 
amined by  the  patient,  and  which  is  com- 
monly done  foon  after  it  begins  to  excite 
any  uneafinefs ;  but  in  the  palate  no  ul- 
ceration takes  place  till  the  parts  have 
been  inflamed  for  fome  time.  A  deep 
copper-coloured  fpot  is  at  firft  perceived 
fomewhere  between  the  uvula  and  middle 
of  the  palate.  This  at  laft  becomes  ulce- 
rated ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 
in  no  part  of  the  body  do  venereal  fores 
advance  with  fuch  rapidity  as  they  do 
here.  In  this  refpeet  they  are  different 
even  from  venereal  fores  in  the  throat. 
Thefe  laft,  as  we  have  already  bad  occa- 
fion  to  remark,  feldom  proceed  to  any 
great  depth,  nor  do  they  advance  with 
much  quicknefs  ;  but  here  their  progrefs 
is  not  only  rapid  but  they  go  at  once  to 
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the  full  depth  of  all  the  foft  parts  cover- 
ing the  bones,  and  in  moil  inftances  foon 
do  much  injury  to  the  bones  themfelves. 
I  have  known  the  bones  of  the  palate  be- 
come difeafed  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days 
from  the  nrft  appearance  of  ulceration; 
and  it  is  by  no  means  uncommon  to  find 
a  great  part  of  the  velum  pendulum  pa- 
lati  deftroyed  in  the  Ipace  of  a  few  days 
from  the  time  that  it  was  firft  perceived  to 
be  affected. 

Venereal  ulcers  of  thefe  parts  have  at 
times  been  miftaken  for,  and  treated  as 
ulcers  of  a  very  different  kind,  but  with 
due  attention  this  may  perhaps  in  every 
inftance  be  prevented.  We  are  more  apt 
to  fall  into  the  error  of  treating  other  fores 
as  venereal. 

Both  in  the  mouth  and  nofe  venereal 
ulcers  have  been  miftaken  for  cancerous 
fores ;  and  in  the  nofe  they  fometimes 
bear  a  refemblance  to  herpetic  affections. 
From  both  of  thefe  we  diftinguifti  them 
not  only  by  the  hiftory  of  each  particular 
cafe  but  by  the  different  appearances 
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which  thefe  affections  actually  affumc. 
Where  a  patient  with  herpetic  eruptions, 
on  other  parts  of  his  body  is  attack- 
ed with  fores  of  a  fimilar  nature  upon 
his  nofe  or  lips,  there  will  be  reafon  to 
conclude  that  they  originate  from  the 
fame  caufe  ;  but  where  this  is  not  the  cafe, 
and  particularly  when  it  is  found  that  the 
patient  either  labours  under  Lues  Venerea 
at  the  time,  or  that  he  was  lately  affected 
with  it,  and  not  properly  cured,  this  of  itfelf 
will  give  ground  to  imagine  that  they  are 
venereal.  Herpetic  fores  feldom  go  to  a 
greater  depth  than  the  fkin  ;  whereas  ve* 
nereal  ulcers,  whether  on  the  nofe  or  lips, 
are  apt  to  penetrate  deep  into  the  parts  up- 
on which  they  are  feated. 

Cancerous  fores  are  diftinguifhed  from 
thefe,  as  well  as  from  every  other  variety  of 
ulcer,  by  the  fchirous  hardnefs  in  the  parts 
affected  with  which  in  every  part  of  the 
body  they  are  accompanied ;  and  they  are 
particularly  diftinguifhed  from  venereal 
ulcers  by  the  fmart  mooting  pains  which 
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they  always  excite;  a  fymptom  which 
does  not  ufually  occur  in  the  others. 

The  mouth  is  equally  liable  with  the 
throat  to  fores  from  an  over  quantity  of 
mercury,  and  from  patients  being  expo- 
fed  to  cold  when  under  the  ufe  of  it. 
Thefe  are  more  difficult  to  diftinguim  than 
any  others  from  the  real  venereal  ulcer  $ 
for  betides  the  refemblance  which  in  fome 
circumftances  they  bear  to  them,  as  they 
commonly  occur  while  the  patient  is  under 
cure  of  fome  fymptom  of  fyphilis,  this  of 
itfelf  is  apt  to  create  fufpicion  concerning 
them.  Independent  of  this,  the  very  fi- 
tuation  of  the  fores  gives  fome  caufe  to 
fuppofe  that  they  may  be  venereal,  fo  that 
we  are  readily  induced  to  confider  every 
ulcer  on  thefe  parts  as  being  of  this  na- 
ture. 

Sores  ariiing  from  this  effect  of  mer- 
cury, although  fomewhat  refembling  the 
true  venereal  ulcer,  are  readily  enough 
diftinguifhed  from  it  by  whoever  has  paid 
attention  to  this  branch  of  bufmefs.  Ve^ 
nereal  ulcers  are  circumfcribed,  and  in 

the 
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the  mouth,  whether  upon  the  infide  of 
the  Hps,  cheeks,  gums,  or  tongue,  they 
are  always  of  a  corroding  and  fomewhat  of 
a  cancerous  appearance.  There  is  feldom  at 
firft  more  than  one  fore,  which  does  not, 
however,  continue  long  ftationary,  for  in 
this  fituation  venereal  fores  extend  quick- 
ly.   Now  fores  ariling  from  mercury  are 
always  dimifed,  and  we  commonly  find 
them  in  different  parts  of  the  mouth  at 
the  fame  time.    Like  the  firft  appearance 
of  the  venereal  ulcer  in  thefe  parts,  they 
are  always  fuperficial,  but  they  have  not 
that  corroding  afpect  which  the  other  af- 
fumes ;  and  although  foul  and  floughy, 
their  colour  is  materially  different  from 
thofe  that  are  venereal.    The  latter  are 
commonly  of  a  dirty  brown  colour,  in 
fome  iuitances  with  a  flight  tinge  of  yel- 
low ;  whereas  the  other  has  always  a 
whitifh  appearance,  as  if  the  patient  had 
newly  been  drinking  milk. 

The  fituation  of  the  fores  alfo  affords 
fome  means  of  difti  action.    Thofe  arif- 
ing  from  mercury  feem  to  be  induced 
>  chiefly 
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chiefly  by  the  preflltre  of  the  teeth  arid 
gums  upOli  thofe  parts  that  are  more  par- 
ticularly acted  upon  by  the  medicine  ;  fa 
that  we  always  find  them  where  the: 
fwelling  is  greater!:,  and  the  preffure  moft 
considerable :  Hence  they  are  moft  fre- 
quent on  the  fides  of  the  tongue  ;  near  to 
the  angles  of  the  jaw  ;  and  on  the  infidel 
of  the  cheeks  ;  and  when  they  take  place 
in  one  of  thefe  fituations;  we  ufually  find 
them  prevail  over  the  others;  Now  the 
true  venereal  ulcer  attacks  one  part  juft  as 
readily  as  another ;  feldom  at  firfl  more 
than  one  part  at  once,  and  we  find  it  juft 
as  frequent  upon  the  upper  part  of  the 
tongue,  and  on  the  under  part  of  the 
mduth  between  the  tongue  and  the  teeth, 
where  preffure  has  little  or  no  influence,  as 
in  any  other  part; 

With  due  attention  to  thefe  appear- 
ances, and  to  the  hiftory  of  the  cafe,  no 
practitioner  of  obfervation  will  ever  re- 
main long  in  doubt ;  but  where  any  un- 
certainty takes  place,  the  bed  method  of 
removing  it  is  to  defift  entirely  from  the 
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ufe  of  mercury.   If  the  fores  are  venereal 
they  will  foon  become  worfe,  if  not,  they 
will  foon  difappear  when  the  fwelling  and 
tendernefs  induced  by  the  mercury  are 
gone.    I  think  it  proper,  however,  to  re- 
mark, that  fores  of  this  kind  do  not  al- 
ways heal  as  loon  as  might  be  expected. 
In  fome  inflances,  the  fwelling  of  the 
mouth,  produced  by  mercury,  continues 
for  a  great  length  of  time.    1  have  known 
it  in  a  very  obvious  manner  more  than  two 
months  after  any  mercury  had  been  exhi- 
bited.   In  fuch  cafes,  the  fores  proceeding 
from  this  caufe  do  not  readily  heal ;  and 
where  due  weight  is  not  allowed  to  this 
circumflan.ee,  more  mercury  is  in  fuch  a 
fituation  very  often  given,  by  which  the 
conftitut;ion  is  not  only  apt  to  be  injured 
but  the  very  fores  for  which  the  medi- 
cine was  prefcribed  are  rendered  worfe. 
In  fome  cafes  this  no  doubt  proceeds 
from  inattention  or  want  of  experience  on 
the  part  of  the  practitioner ;  but  it  alfo 
originates  from  the  fear  and  anxiety  of 
patients,  who,  doubting  of  the  real  nature 

of 
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-of  the  fores,  and  dreading  their  influence 
upon  the  conftitution,  are  often  fo  impa- 
tient, that  in  a  concealed  manner  they  per- 
fevere  in  the  ufe  of  mercury  long  after  they 
have  been  defired  to  lay  it  afide. 

I  have  infifled  the  more  upon  this  point 
from  a  very  considerable  number  of  cafes 
having  fallen  within  my  own  knowledge 
of  the  moft  diflrefsful  conferences  being 
produced  by  meafures  5f  an  opponte  na- 
ture being  perfevered  in. 

Patients  in  general  are  fo  eafily  alarmed 
with  whatever  gives  the  lead  caufe  to  fuf- 
pec~t  that  the  virus  is  not  entirely  removed, 
that  even  the  moft  trifling  circumftances, 
when  treated  with  inattention  by  practi- 
tioners, may  be  followed  with  very  im- 
portant confequences.  A  fpoiled  tooth, 
with  fharp  ragged  edges,  is  very  apt  to 
produce  a  fore  upon  that  part  of  the  cheek 
or  tongue  to  which  it  is  contiguous ;  and 
as  it  takes  place  in  a  flow  imperceptible 
manner,  without  exciting  pain,  and  pro-^ 
duces  a  foul  fore,  fomewhat  refembling  a 
venereal  ulcer,  if  the  real  caufe  of  it  be 

F  2  not 
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not  difcovered  and  removed,  very  trouble- 
fbme  confequences  are  apt  to  enfue  from 
it.  From  this  caufe  alone  I  have  known 
a  patient  put  under  a  tedious  courfe  of 
mercury,  which,  with  very  ordinary  at- 
tention, might  have  been  prevented ;  for 
wherever  an  ulcer  forms  either  on  the  in- 
fide  of  the  cheek,  or  on  the  tongue,  the 
ilate  of  the  contiguous  teeth  mould  be  ex- 
amined ;  and  where  any  fpiculse,  or  ine- 
qualities are  difcovered,  they  mould  be 
completely  removed,  and  due  time  allow- 
ed for  the  fores  afterwards  to  heal,  be- 
fore any  other  method  of  cure  is  recom- 
mended* 


§  6.  Venereal  Blotches. 

Next  to  the  j3arts  which  we  have  men- 
tioned,- \\\2  matter  of  Lues  Venerea  is  mofh 
iffi  to  fix  upon  the  furface  of  the  body  in 
tK^forft-af  eruptions,  or  what  are  com- 
r  only  farmed  blotche.0.  In  a  few  cafes 
the  ikin  is  affected  before  either  the  throat, 

nofe, 
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nofe,  or  mouth :  but  this  is  by  no  means 
frequent. 

Every  part  of  the  body  is  jpLDUpta  thefe 
blotches,  but  they  appear  more 'frequent- 
ly on  fome  parts  than  on  pthers.  \  The 
caufe  of  this  is  difficult  to.  explain,  for 
when  the  whole  fyftem  is  affected'  we 
cannot  a  prion  fay  why  one  part  mould 
more  readily  be  attacked  than  another, 
but  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  fact.  In  ac- 
counting for  this  difeafe  fixing  moil  fre- 
quently upon  the  throat,  nofe,  and  mouth, 
fome  have  ingenioufly  fuggefted  -  that 
there  is  probably  fome  particular  "attrac- 
tion between  mucus  and  the  matter  of 
this  difeafe,  from  thefe  parts  being  plen- 
tifully fupplied  with  mucous  glands ;  and 
mercury  being  particularly  apt  to  affect 
thefe  parts,-  while  we  know  that  mercury 
in  every  form  very  readily  combines  with 
mucus,  a  theory  has  been  built  upon  this 
to  account  for  the  action  of  mercury  in 
the  cure  of  the  difeafe.  Admitting  the  opi- 
nion to  be  well  founded,  but  which  does 
not  appear  to  be  the  cafe,  ftill  it  would  not 
 I  3    .  . 
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account  for  the  matter  qf  this  difeafe  be- 
ing particularly  apt  to  fix  upon  the  fkin, 
periofteum,  and  bones,  parts  which  are 
lefs  plentifully  fupplied  with  mucous 
glands  than  any  others  of  the  body.  Nei- 
ther does  the  idea  hold  good  here  which 
we  have  already  had  occafion  to  notice,  and 
which  fome  have  endeavoured  to  fupport, 
of  the  matter  of  this  difeafe  having  a  parti- 
cular attraction  for  parts  that  are  molt  ex- 
pofed  to  the  atmofphere.  In  the  rife  and 
progrefs  of  the  venereal  eruption  the  re^ 
verfe  of  this  appears  to  be  the  cafe. 

I  have  obferved  above,  that  every  part 
of  the  body  is  liable  to  be  attacked  with 
thefe  blotches ;  but  we  find  from  daily 
obfervation,  that  they  appear  both  more 
frequently  and  more  early  in  the  difeafe, 
on  fuch  parts  as  are  kept  well  covered  than 
on  thofe  that  are  not  covered  at  all.  We 
no  doubt  meet  with  them  both  on  the  face 
and  hands ;  but  for  one  inftance  of  this 
we  have  eight  or  ten  of  their  appearing 
upon  the  bread  and  arms  ;  and  next  to 

thefe,  they  attack  in  fucceflion,  and  with 

fome 
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fome  regularity,  the  fhoulders,  thighs,  legs, 
feet,  and  hands.  Of  thefe  laft  the  extre- 
mities of  the  toes  are  often  the  parts  firft 
affected,  particularly  the  parts  lying  be- 
neath and  round  the  nails. 

Eruptions  of  this  kind  excite  no  pain : 
A  flight  degree  of  itchy  uneafinefs  is  the 
firft  fenfation  which  they  produce.  When 
examined  in  this  ftate,  they  are  found  to 
confift  of  a  number  of  fmall  diftinct 
blotches,  fcarcely  riling  above  the  furface 
of  the  furrounding  parts,  and  feldom  ex- 
ceeding the  fize  of  a  fixpence.  They  are  of 
a  pale  red  colour,  and  when  fmartly  rub- 
bed the  cuticle  falls  off  in  the  form  of 
fine  bran,  leaving  the  fkin  beneath 
fomewhat  more  deeply  tinged  with  red. 
The  fkin,  however,  does  not  appear  to  be 
otherwife  injured;  and  when  the  blotches 
are  allowed  to  difappear  of  themfelves,  as 
they  commonly  do,  the  fkin  is,  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time,  found  to  be  perfectly  found, 
and  not  even  altered  in  colour. 

But  although  eruptions  of  this  kind  dif- 
appear from  time  to  time,  no  advantage 
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is  gained  by  this;  they  either  proceed  from 
one  part  to  another,  or  they  attack  the 
lame  parts  with  more  violence.  .In  re- 
turning upon  parts  where  they  have  been 
before,  the  cuticle  is  more  elevated  from 
the  fkin  beneath ;  and  on  being  removed, 
the  fkin  itfelf  is  found  to  be  either  fome- 
what  inflamed  or  in  a  flate  of  tendernefs 
approaching  to  ulceration.  The  fkin  not 
being  in  a  flate  fit  for  producing  cuticle,  a 
fcab  or  crufl  now  forms  upon  thefe  ten- 
der parts.  In  the  com.fe  of  a  few  days; 
matter  forms  beneath,  which  for  fomc 
time  oozes  out  at  the  fides,  till  the  crufl  fe-. 
parating  and  falling  oiF,  the  foundation  is 
thus  formed  of  -the  true  venereal  ulcer,  of 
which  a  defcription  will  afterwards  be 

given.   ttxh 

In  fome  cafes  thefe  red,  or  rather  mot- 
tled blotches,  inflead  of  proceeding,  to  the 
ilate  of  ulcer  in  the  manner  I  have  jufl 
defcribed,  are  all  covered  over,  with  an 
infinite  number  of  very  firtall  pimples, 
each  of  which  contains. matter ;  and  from 
thefe  running  together,  a  crufl  is  formed, 

which. 
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which  likewife  falls  off  at  laft,  and  leaves 
the  parts  in  a  itate  of  ulceration. 

When  blotches  take  place  among  the 
hair,  which  they  -frequently-  do,  as  -they 
do  not  in  their  hrft  ftage  rife  much  above 
the  level  of  the  iurromiding  parts,'- and  as 
they  never  in  this  ftate  create  much  unea- 
finefs,  they  are  feldom  perceived  till  a 
fcab  or  cruft  begins  to  form,  and  as  the 
matter  on  oozing  out  gets  matted '4'nto- 
flakes  with  the  hair,  we  are  longer  in  this 
fituation  than  in  other  parts  of  the  body, 
of  getting  a  view  of  the  parts  beneath^ 
which,  on  the  cruft  falling  off,  are  always 
in  a  ftate  of  ulceration,  forming  what 
is  commonly  termed  the  corona  veneris. 

In  the  palms  of  the  hands  and  foles  of 
the  feet  the  nrmnefs  of  the  fkin  prevents 
thefe  blotches  from  appearing  fo  Obvioufly 
a?  in  other  parts.  The  cuticle  is  here  ei- 
ther feparated  in  broad  flakes,  early  in 
the  difeafe,  or  if  it  is  fo  firm  as  to  confine 
the  matter  for  a  coniiderable  time,  it  a', 
laftburfts  out,  when  the  parts  beneath  are 
fbuiwj  to  be  ukerated.  - 

'It 


90  Of  the  Symptoms         Ch.  IV-. 

It  is  chiefly  in  this  eruptive  ftate  of  the 
tlifeafe  that  it  attacks  the  nails  of  the 
fingers  and  toes.  The  cuticle  which  fur- 
rounds  them  is  perceived  to  be  red  and 
tender ;  the  parts  below  the  nails  alfo  be- 
come red,  and  the  nails  at  laft  become 
loofe,  and  fall  off. 

The  complaints  moft  fimilar  to  venereal 
blotches,  and  with  which  they  have  fre- 
quently been  confounded,  are  all  the  va- 
riety of  herpetic  eruptions,  particularly 
fuch  as  are  dry,  and  do  not  yield  matter. 
There  is  one  remarkable  difference  be- 
tween them  in  the  nature  of  the  matter 
which  they  afford.  The  matter  of  the 
true  venereal  eruption  is  fo  tough  and  vif- 
cid  that  it  does  not  crack,  and  commonly 
remains  upon  the  parts  perfectly  entire, 
till  it  feparates  and  comes  away  ;  whereas 
in  herpes,  although  the  matter  is  in  one 
variety  of  the  difeafe  of  a  vifcid  glutinous 
nature,  it  does  not  form  into  flakes,  as  it 
very  univerfally  does  in  Lues  Venerea. 

It  fometimes  forms  into  crufts,  but  thefe 
break  and  come  away  in  fmall  pieces. 

In 
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In  herpes  the  eruption  appears  moft 
frequently  in  the  form  of  a  circle,  and 
the  parts  which  it  furrounds  appear  to  be 
found :  Hence  by  the  common  people  it 
is  ufually  termed  ring-worm.  Thefe  cir- 
cles or  rings  are  of  every  variety  of  fize, 
but  they  are  feldom  lefs  than  a  half-crown 
piece.  Now  the  venereal  blotch  is  not  of- 
ten larger  than  a  lixpence,  and  never  ex- 
ceeds the  fize  of  a  {hilling  ;  and  the  whole 
ikin  of  the  parts  affected  appears  to  be 
nearly  in  an  equal  degree  of  difeafe.  The 
mottled  appearance  which  they  afTume 
gives  caufe  indeed  to  fuppofe  that  fome 
parts  of  the  ikin  remain  found ;  but  on 
examination  with  a  magnifying  glafs,  the 
whole  is  found  to-be  more  or  lefs  dif- 
eafed.  Whereas  in  the  herpes,  the  parts 
furrounded  with  the  ring  are  equally 
found  with  any  part  of  the  body. 

In  judging  of  this  point  we  derive  no 
fmall  amftance  from  attending  to  the  fi- 
liation of  the  eruption,  as  well  as  from 
the  hiftory  of  its  rife  and  progrefs.  We 
have  had  occafion  to  obferve  that  the  ve- 
nereal 
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nereal  eruption  appears  moll  frequently  at 
firft  upon  the  breaft  and  arms.  Indeed 
this  very  commonly  happens  ;  whereas 
in  herpes  it  is  moft  frequent  upon  the 
under  part  of  the  abdomen,  and  about  the 
hands  and  wrifts. 

When  to  all  thefe  circumftances  we  add, 
that  in  the  venereal  eruption  there  is  com- 
monly much  caufe  for  fufpicion,  from  the 
patient's  courfe  of  life,  and  perhaps  even 
from  the  exiftence  at  the  time  of  fome 
other  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  and  that 
in  herpes  we  often  find  that  the  patient 
has  either  at  fome  former  period  been  li- 
able to  eruptions  of  a  fimilar  nature,  or 
that  they  have  prevailed  in  his  family, 
fcarcely  any  caufe  for  doubt  will  remain. 

Herpetic  eruptions  and  venereal  blotches 
fometimes  occur  in  the  fame  perfon  at  the 
fame  time.  In  this  cafe  it  may  be  diffi- 
cult, or  perhaps  impomble  to  diftinguifh 
them;  but  no  great  inconvenience  can 
arife  from  this,  for  the  exiftence  of  the 
venereal  j  affection  being  afcertained,  this, 
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as  being  the  moft  important  of  the  two, 
muft  have  the  fpecific  remedy  employed 
for  removing  it,  and  if  the  other  eruption 
continues  after  the  venereal  blotches  are 
carried  off,  proper  remedies  muft  after- 
wards be  employed  for  it. 

I  know  no  other  eruption  that  may 
not  be  eafily  diftinguifhed  from  veneral 
blotches. 


§  7.  Of  Venereal  Ulcers. 

In  §  2.  of  this  fe&ion  I  have  already 
given  a  defcription  of  chancres,  or  ulcers 
produced  by  the  local  application  of  the 
venereal  virus.  It  is  thofe  ulcers  we  are 
now  to  confider  which  take  place  in  more 
advanced  ftages  of  the  difeafe,  and  which 
evidently  proceed  from  the  virus  having 
entered  the  fyftem.  In  §.  4  and  5.  vene- 
real Ulcers  of  the  throat,  nofe,  and  mouth, 
have  been  defcribed,  but  ulcers  from  the 
fame  caufe  appear  occafionally  in  almoft 
every  part  of  the  body. 

But 
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But  although  no  part  of  the  body  is 
perhaps  entirely  exempted  from  thefe  ul- 
cers, I  mean  no  external  part  of  it,  yet  fome 
parts  are  much  more  liable  to  be  attacked 
with  them  than  others  ;  and  it  is  a  fact 
worthy  of  remark,  that  there  is  no  part  of 
the  furface  of  the  body  on  which  they  do 
not  occur  more  frequently  than  on  the 
genitals.  Indeed  venereal  ulcers  of  thefe 
parts,  from  infection  of  the  conflitution, 
is  an  occurrence  which  feldom  falls  within 
our  obfervation.  Almofl  every  ulcer  on 
the  genitals  may  be  traced  to  a  local  ap- 
plication of  the  virus. 

\Ye  have  already  had  occafion  to  ob- 
ferve  that  venereal  blotches  are  apt  to  ter- 
minate in.  ulcers.  Hence  the  venereal  ul- 
cer is  mod  frequent  on  thefe  parts  that 
are  attacked  with  thefe  eruptions,  parti- 
cularly the  breaft,  moulders,  and  arms. 
We  often  meet  with  them  among  the  hair, 
and  between  the  fingers  and  toes.  In  the 
latter  flages  of  the  difeafe  indeed,  I  have 
met  with  them  more  frequently  upon  the 
fides  of  the  toes  than  on  any  other  part. 

'  *  *  **  *  '  For 
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For  the  moft  part  the  venereal  ulcer  is 
preceded  either  by  blotches,  fuch  as  we 
have  jull  defcribed,  or  by  a  number  of 
very  fmall  pimples  ;  but  I  have  met  with 
fome  inftances  of  a  part  becoming  ulce- 
rated without  either  of  thefe  appearances 
going  before  it.  A  flight  degree  of  itchy- 
nefs  prevails  for  fome  days,  and  the  part 
is  fcarcely  obferved  to  be  difcoloured  be- 
fore an  ulcer  is  perceived. 

In  whatever  manner  a  venereal  ulcer 
may  form,  the  appearances  which  it  after- 
wards exhibits  are  nearly  the  fame.  A  con- 
fiderable  deftruction  of  parts  foon  takes 
place  ;  more  quickly  indeed  than  ufually 
happens  from  any  other  caufe  except  morti- 
fication. Inftead  of  proceeding  gra'dually 
from  the  furface  downwards,  as  other  ul- 
cers do,  a  certain  portion  of  the  foft  parts 
between  the  affected  fpot  of  the  fkin  and 
bone  beneath  feem  to  be  contaminated  at 
once ;  for  almoft  as  foon  as  the  fkin  be- 
comes evidently  ulcerated,  the  correfpond- 
ing  parts  beneath  not  only  appear  to  be  dif- 
eafed,  but  are  foon  thrown  fo  entirely  out 
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that  fcarcely  any  thing  but  the  periofteum 
is  left  to  cover  the  bone. 

The  fides  and  bottom  of  venereal  ulcers 
of  every  defcription  are  at  firft  always 
foul ;  but  while  chancres  and  all  recent 
ulcers  are  ufually  white  and  floUghy,  fores 
proceeding  from  difeafes  of  the  COnftitu- 
tion  are  of  a  dirty  brown  appearance. 
The  matter  which  they  difcharge  is  fame- 
times  thin,  and  fo  acrid  as  to  deftroy  the 
contiguous  partSj  but  for  the  mdft  part  it 
is  more  tough  and  adhefive  than  good 
pus.  It  has  often  a  Angularly  green  co- 
lour, particularly  in  ulcers  on  that  part 
of  the  head  covered  with  hair,  and  it  is 
always  of  a  very  difagreeable  foetid  fmell. 

Thefe  ulcers  are  feldom  accompanied 
with  much  pain ;  for  although  the  fkin 
which  furrourids  them  has  always  a  ten- 
der appearance,  being  in  almoft  every  in- 
ftance  of  ail  erysipelatous  red  colour,  they 
can  bear  to  be  handled  more  eafily  than 
fores  of  any  other  kind  of  equal  extent. 
The  parts,  in  fome  cafes  indeed,  feem  ro 
be  deprived  of  their  natural  fallibility  j 

and 
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and  I  have  in  fuch  inftances  found  that 
one  of  the  firil  effeds  of  the  mercury  pre- 
ferred .foiv  the  cure  has  been  to  render 
them  more  irritable. 

Venereal  ulcers  arifing  from  difeafe  in 
the  conftitution  differ  from  all  fuch  as  are 
local  in  our  not.  being  able  to  render 
them  clean,  or  bring  them  to  a  healing 
ftate  by  any  external  application  that 
we  can  employ.  Where  any  doubt  ex- 
ifls  of  the  "caufe,  they  are  often  treat- 
eel  with  local  remedies  •  but  no  advan- 
tage is  derived  from  them.  Even  the  moft 
powerful  detergents  have  no  influence. 
The  parts  ftill  remain  foul.  The  matter 
continues  to  increafe  in  acrimony  ;  and  if 
a  courfe  of  mercury  is  not  prescribed,  or  if 
not  given  jn  fufficient  quantity,  the  fores 
not  only  become  more  extenfive,  but  more 
numerous,  by  parts  taking  on  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  ulcerate  which  did  not  previoufly 
bear  any  mark  of  difeafe. 

The  defcription  which  I  have  given  of 
the  venereal  ulcer  comprehends  all  the  or- 
dinary appearances  of  thefe  fores ;  but  fome 
difference  is  produced  in  them  by  a  varie- 
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ty  of  caufes  ;  by  the  nature  of  the  parts  in 
which  they  are  feated ;  by  the  conftitu- 
tion  being  found  or  affected  with  other 
difeafes  ;  and  by  the  effects  of  fuch  reme- 
dies as  may  have  been  employed  with- 
out being  fufEciently  powerful  to  accom- 
plifh  a  cure. 

In  a  great  proportion  of  cafes  the  vene- 
real ulcer  is  feated  in  the  fkin  and  cellular 
membrane.  In  the  firft  inftance,  indeed, 
thefe  are  the  only  parts  that  are  affected  ; 
but  in  more  advanced  periods  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  we  find  the  virus  fixing  upon  the 
tendons,  fafcias  of  the  mufcles,  periofteum, 
and  bones.  The  parts  lean:  liable  to  be 
attacked  with  it  are  the  glands,  particu- 
larly thofe  of  the  lymphatic  fyftem,  but 
occafionally  even  they  are  affected  with  it. 
I  ow  we  may  eafily  fuppofe,  that  the  ordi- 
nary appearance  of  the  difeafe,  that  which 
it  exhibits  when  feated  in  the  cellular 
fubftance,  will  be  materially  different  from 
that  which  takes  place  from  it  in  the  ten- 
dons, fafciai,  glands,  or  bones.  It  is  dif- 
ficult, however,  and  perhaps  impoffible,  to 
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give  any  adequate  dcfcription  of  the  dif- 
ferent appearances  which  occur  in  thefe 
ulcers  thus  differently  fituated.  It  is  from 
experience  alone  that  a  knowledge  of  this 
can  be  obtained. 

The  appearances  of  venereal  ulcers  are 
more  or  lefs  affected  by  every  difeafe 
which  the  fyftem  may  at  the  time  labour 
tinder.  Some  indeed  have  contended  that 
no  two  difeafes  can  exift  in  the  conftitu- 
tion  at  the  fame  time.  This  remark,  how- 
ever, is  certainly  ill-founded.  From  daily 
obfervation,  we  find,  not  only  that  thejjj'- 
ftem  may  be  affecled  with  different  difeafes 
at  the  fame  time,  but  that  two  difeafes 
may  at  the  fame  time  fix  upon  the  fame 
part.  Of  the  firft  we  have  inffances  with- 
out end.  It  happens  in  the  combination 
of  fever  with  every  variety  of  general 
cachexy,  fuch  as  dropfy,  jaundice,  &c.  of 
fmall-pox  with  fcrophula,  and  fcrophula 
with  fcurvy  ;  all  of  which  ate  often  met 
with,  exifting,  and  making  progrefs  in  the 
iame  perfon  at  the  fame  time,  and  of  local 
complaints  combining  in  the  fame  part,  a 
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variety  of  inftances  might  alfo  be  mention- 
ed. I  have  at  prefent  a  perfon  who  had 
long  been  liable  to  piles,  who  fome  time 
ago  was  attacked  with  condylomatous  ex- 
crefcences  about  the  anus  from  a  venereal 
taint ;  to  thefe  fucceeded  a  common  ab- 
fcefs  from  inflammation,  and  laft  of  all 
the  parts  have  become  cancerous.  As  all 
of  thefe  are  obvioufly  in  exiftence  at  this 
moment  upon  the  fame  parts,  and  as  in- 
ftances of  other  combinations  of  local  di£- 
eafes  are  occurring  daily,  it  is  with  fur- 
prife  and  aftonimment  that  I  find  much 
labour  and  ingenuity  employed  to  prove 
that  this  connection  of  difeafes  never  takes 
place,  and  in  a  work  too  which  does 
the  higheft  credit  to  the  author. 

The  opinion  which  the  author  of  that 
work  endeavours  to  eftablifh,  is  indeed  fo 
contrary  to  the  obfervation  of  all  who 
have  paid  attention  to  the  fubjecl:,  that  I 
mould  not  have  judged  it  neceifary  to  take 
notice  of  it,  were  it  not  with  a  view  of 
preventing  the  unexperienced  from  being 
milled  by  it  j  for  were  it  to  be  received  as 
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a  general  principle,  it  would  in  a  variety 
of  circumftances  have  no  fmall  influence 
on  practice,  and  would  often,  I  am  afraid, 
be  productive  of  diftrefs  and  difappoint- 
ment  both  to  patients  and  practitioners  % 
If  this  opinion  was  well  founded,  every 
ulcer  of  the  venereal  kind  arifing  from 
difeafe  of  the  conftitution  mould  yield 
to  mercury  alone  :  Inftead  of  which,  do 
we  not  daily  meet  with  fores  of  this  kind, 
in  which  mercury  by  itfelf  fails  entirely, 
and  in  which,  from  the  conftitution  be- 
ing at  the  fame  time  infected  with  fcro- 
phula,  or  fome  other  difeafe,  bark  and 
other  remedies  muft  be  employed  before 
any  progrefs  towards  a  cure  can  be  ob- 
tained ?  This  combination  of  Lues  Vene^ 
rea  with  other  difeafes,  particularly  with 
fcrophula  and  fcurvy,  is  indeed,  I  appre- 
hend, the  moft  frequent  obftacle  which  we 
meet  with  in  the  cure  of  aknoft  every  fymp- 
tom  of  this  difeafe.    Buboes,  as  well  as  ul- 
cers,  are  always  particularly  obftinate 

*  The  publication  to  which  I  allude  is  Mr.  Hunter's 
Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 
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where  fcrophula  prevails  ;  and  the  flight- 
eft  tendency  to '  fcurvy  puts  it  out  of 
our  power  to  employ  mercury  in  fuch 
quantities  as  the  cure  of  venereal  ulcers 
often  requires.  The  effects  of  this  are 
chiefly  perceived  at  lea,  where  a  patient 
with  Lues  Venerea  is  fure  to  have  all  the 
iymptoms  aggravated,  particularly  i'uch 
ulcers  as  may  prevail,  on  his  being  attack- 
ed with  fcurvy.  The  ulcers  not  only  put 
on  a  worfe  appearance,  but  till  the  fcor- 
butic  affection  is  removed,  the  farther 
ufe  of  mercury  is  for  the  moft  part  laid 
afide. 

The  defcription  of  the  venereal  ulcer 
which  I  have  given  above  relates  to  the 
difeafe  in  its  more  early  ftages,  and  where 
no  mercury  has  been  employed.  When 
mercury  is  prefcribed,  and  has  entered  the 
tyftem,  fores  of  this  defcription  foon  put  on 
a  healing  appearance  ;  and  if  the  medicine 
is  continued,  the  cure  ufually  goes  on 
without  interruption.  But  if,  inftead 
of  being  long  enough  pernfted  in,  the 
..niercury  is  laid  afide  before  the  vi- 
rus 
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rus  is  eradicated,  an  effect  refults  from  it 
which  could  not  a  priori  be  expected. 
This  partial  effect  of  mercury  not  only 
gives  a  different  appearance  to  venereal 
fores,  but  commonly  renders  them  more 
obftinate.  If  the  fores  have  healed,  and 
again  break  out,  although  they  will  not 
go  to  fuel)  a  depth  as  they  did  in  the  firft. 
procefs  of  ulceration,  they  will  fpread  far- 
ther, and  become  more  numerous.  By 
this  imperfect  application  of  mercury,  a 
difpohtion  feems  to  be  formed,  not  only 
in  the  parts  contiguous  to  the  old  fores, 
but  in  almofl  all  the  foft  parts  of  the  bo- 
dy, to  go  readily  into  a  flate  of  ulcera- 
tion ;  and  although  the  new  fores  which 
take  place  do  not  go  deeper  than  the  cel- 
lular membrane,  they  daily  become  more 
numerous,  infomuch  that  the  parts  in 
which  they  are  chiefly  feated  are  apt  to 
acquire  a  honey-comb  appearance. 

But  although  thefe  newly-formed  ul- 
cers feldom  penetrate  to  fuch  a  depth  as 
tjiofe  to  which  they  fucceeded,  they  af- 
iiiiTie  every. other  appearance  of  the  true 
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venereal  ulcer.  They  are  foul  and  fome- 
what  fpongy  :  They  are  not  attended  with, 
much  pain,  and  the  furrounding  fkin  has 
-an  eryfipelatous,  or  copper- colour  com- 
plexion. In  the  courfe  of  my  experience, 
however,  they  have  always  proved  to  be 
of  more  difficult  management  than  the 
others ;  nor  does  mercury  act  with  fuch 
certainty  in  removing  them.  The  fame 
fores  either  continue  obftinately  to  refill: 
the  effect  of  this  remedy,  or,  if  thefe  heal, 
others  break  put,  and  thus  fpread  over  a 
very  considerable  extent  of  furface,  giving 
all  the  appearances  of  the  phagadenic  or 
depafcent  ulcer  of  different  authors. 

Hitherto  I  have  been  fuppofing  that 
the  difeafe  is  confined  to  the  loft  parts  of 
the  body ;  but  where  the  ulcers,  as  now 
defcribed,  have  been  neglected,  or  where 
the  remedies  employed  for  removing  them 
have  not  proved  effectual,  they  are  apt  to 
affect  both  the  bones  and  tendons;  and 
where  fores  take  place  upon  any  of  thefe 
parts,  their  appearances  are  materially  dif- 
ferent from  the  common  venereal  ulcer. 
The  parts  affected,  inftead  of  being  corrod- 
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ed,  and  hollowed  out  in  the  form  of  a  cup, 
as  they  ufually  are  in  the  venereal  ulcer, 
are  filled  with  a  foft  fungous  fubftance, 
of  an  unhealthy  complexion,  which  bleeds 
freely  on  being  injured,  and  which  always 
returns  foon  on  being  deftroyed  with  ef- 
charrotics.  The  difcharge  of  thefe  ul- 
cers, when  feated  upon  carious  bones,  is 
thin,  and  of  a  brown  colour,  and  flill 
more  foetid  than  the  ordinary  difcharge  of 
venereal  ulcers  in  the  fofter  parts  of  the 
body.  When  the  furface  of  a  tendon  be- 
comes ulcerated  the  parts  are  not  only 
foft  and  fpongy,  but  more  foul  or  lloughy 
than  fores  of  almoft  any  other  kind. 

There  is  another  variety  of  venereal 
ulcer  of  which  it  is  proper  to  take  no- 
tice, I  mean  that  which  fucceeds  to  the 
burfting  of  a  bubo.  Seated  in  the  body  of 
a  gland,  this  kind  of  fore  has  a  very  dif- 
ferent appearance  from  the  common  vene- 
real ulcer,  which  attacks,  as  we  have  juft 
feen,  the  fkin  and  cellular  fubftance  only. 
Buboes  are  always  accompanied  with  pain 
and  inflammation  :  Hence  when  matter 
forms  in  them,  it  is  of  the  purulent  kind. 

But 


io6  Of  the  Symptoms  Ch.  IV. 


But  although  the  common  venereal  fore 
is  always  attended  with  fome  degree  of 
rednefs,  as  this  is  not  of  the  true  inflam- 
matory kind,  being  evidently  eryfipela- 
tous,  and  which  we  find  from  experience 
never  produces  purulent  matter,  the  dis- 
charge accordingly  is  different.  But  al- 
though the  matter  of  buboes  is  always 
more  or  lefs  purulent  at  firfl,  it  ufually 
becomes  thin  and  acrid  at  laft,  owing  to 
fores  of  this  defcription,  on  the  farther 
continuance  of  the  difeafe,  being  apt  ta 
become  eryfipelatous.  Befides  this  change 
which  takes  place  in  the  nature  of  the 
matter,  the  parts  in  which  it  was  col- 
lected, although  at  firfl  they  have  all 
the  appearances  of  a  common  abfcefs,  at 
laft  become  foul  and  fpongy  ;  the  edges 
of  the  fore  become  callous  ;  and  a  much 
greater  degree  of  pain  takes  place  than  al- 
mofl  ever  accompanies  the  ordinary  form 
of  the  true  venereal  ulcer. 

But  although  the  fore  which  fucceeds 
to  a  bubo  is  necefTarily  at  firfl  always  in 
the  body  of  a  gland,  we  find  at  laft  that. 
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it  is  apt  to  fpread  and  affect  the  conti- 
guous parts.  The  matter  pervading  the 
cellular  fub  fiance  fmufes  form ;  and  the 
ikin  becoming  inflamed,  the  foundation 
is  thus  laid  for  the  formation  of  other 
fores.  In  this  manner  the  ulcers  which 
fucceed  buboes  frequently  fpread  to  a 
great  extent,  one  part  either  breaking  out 
as  another  heals,  or  perhaps  the  whole 
continuing  open,  fo  as  to  leave  all  the 
upper  part  of  the  thigh,  and  in  fome  cafes, 
the  under  part  of  the  abdomen,  covered 
with  fmail  fores. 

No  part  of  the  treatment  of  Lues  Vene- 
rea gives  more  diftrefs  to  patients,  or  more 
perplexity  to  practitioners,  than  the  ma- 
nagement of  this  ulcerated  ftate  of  bu- 
boes, which,  befides  being  accompanied 
with  much  pain,  is  often  one  of  the  moft 
obftinate  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe.  Inflead 
of  yielding  to  the  ufe  of  mercury,  fores 
of  this  defcription  become  often  more 
obftinate  after  mercury  has  been  em- 
ployed; fever  is  apt  to  take  place;  and 
where  the  conftitution  is  not  very  robnift, 
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they  even  fometimes  end  in  the  death  of 
the  patient. 

This  great  degree  of  inveteracy  in  thefe 
fores  may  originate  from  different  caufes  ; 
but  I  have  commonly  found  that  it  takes 
place  in  fcrophulous  conflitutions,  and 
in  fuch  as  are  particularly  delicate.  It  may 
alfo  be  remarked,  that  among  our  com- 
mon people  fores  of  this  kind  are  ftill 
more  particularly  obftinate  in  fuch  as  are 
under  the  necefuty  of  living  in  damp  fi- 
tuations,  as  is  ufually  the  cafe  with  wea- 
vers. 


5  8.  Of  Nodes,  and  other  Swellings  of  the  Pe- 
riofeum,  Bones,  and  'Tendons. 

A  node  is  a  hard  circumfcribed  tu- 
mour, proceeding  from  a  bone  becoming 

affected  with  the  venereal  virus.    The  pe- 

riofteum,  tendons,  ligaments,  and  even 

fafcise  of  the  mufcles,  are  alfo  liable  to 

be  attacked  with  the  matter  of  this  dif- 

cafe. 

The 
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The  venereal  virus,  however,  does  not 
readily  attack  thefe  harder  parts  of  the  bo- 
dy. In  a  great  proportion  of  cafes  it  re- 
mains long  in  the  habit  before  they  be- 
come affected,  and  when  tumours  appear 
upon  them,  it  is  often  at  fuch  a  diftant  pe- 
riod from  the  exiftence  of  any  other 
fymptom  of  Lues  Venerea,  that  both  the 
patient  and  practitioner  are  apt  to  be  de- 
ceived, and  to  conclude  that  they  proceed 
from  fome  other  caufe :  Hence  pains  and 
fwellings  occuring  in  this  difeafe  are  of- 
ten treated  as  rhumatic  affections,  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  remedies  are  prefcri- 
bed  from  which  no  advantage  is  deri- 
ved ;  while  mercury,  from  which  alone  re- 
lief could  be  obtained,  is  entirely  over- 
looked. But  although  the  true  venereal 
node  never  takes  place  early  in  the  dif- 
eafe, I  mean  fuch  fwellings  as  are  of  an 
ofleous  nature,  and  originate  from  the 
bones,  yet  the  periofleum  and  tendons,  as 
well  as  the  fafcise  of  mufcles,  are  in  fome 
inftances  very  early  affected.  This  I  have 
known  to  happen  almofl  as  foon  as  there 

was 
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was  caufe  to  fufpect  that  the  virus  had  en- 
tered the  fyftem.  In  fuch  cafes,  however, 
fome  obvious  reafon  could  always  be 
given  for  this  variation  in  the  courfe  of 
the  difeafe,  by  which  the  virus  was  made 
to-  fix  upon  thefe  parts  in  preference  to 
others,  which  ufually  are  fir  ft  affected.  In 
all  of  them  the  patients  were  found  to 
have  been  much  expofed  to  the  effects  of 
cold  and  dampnefs,  which  I  have  had 
many  opportunities  of  obferving  to  have 
an  evident  influence  in  exciting  the  virus 
of  this  difeafe  to  fix  early  upon  thefe  -parts. 
Soldiers  infected  with  Lues  Venerea,  when 
expofedto  the  cold  and  dampnefs  to  which 
they  are  ufually  liable  during  encamp- 
ments, are  particularly  apt  to  fuffer  with 
fwellings  of  this  kind. 

Although  it  is  of  much  importance  to 
diftinguifh  between  fuch  of  thefe  affections 
as  arife  from  the  bone,  and  thofe  which 
proceed  from  the  periofteum,  tendons,  and 
mufcular  fafcis, vet  this  has  not  commonly 
been  done  with  fufficient  accuracy.  They 
have  all  been  confidered  as  nodes,  and 
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blended  under  one  general  defcription,  by 
which  a  good  deal  of  perplexity  has  been 
introduced  in  the  method  of  cure. 

Nodes  may  appear  upon  every  bone  of 
the  body,  but  they  are  moft  frequent 
where  the  bones  are  thinly  covered  with 
mufcles  :  Hence  they  are  moft  commonly 
met  with  upon  the  forehead,  upon  the 
forepart  of  the  tibia,  and  on  fome  parts  of 
the  radius  and  ulna.    We  alfo  meet  with 
them  on  the  bones  of  the  hands  and  feet. 
I  never,  however,  faw  them  on  the  fin- 
gers or  toes,  but  I  have  obferved  them 
upon  the  fternum  and  ribs.    In  two  in- 
ftances,  where  the  patients  died  of  other 
difeafes  after  being  cured  of  Lues  Vene- 
rea^  and  in  whom  fevere  pains  had  occur- 
red in  the  middle  of  the  thighs,  nodes  or 
exoftofes  upon  the  femur  were  difcover- 
ed.  In  one  there  were  two  fmall  knobs  or 
protuberances,  in  the  other  there  were  up- 
wards of  twenty,  and  all  of  them  upon  the 
anterior  part  of  the  bone. 

Thefe  ofleous  tumours  do  not  produce 
any  alteration  in  the  colour  of  the  fkin, 
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unlefs  they  arrive  at  a  much  larger  fize 
than  is  ufual.  Their  firft  approach  is  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  a  flight  degree  of  uneafinefs 
in  the  parts  affected.  This  excites  the  pa- 
tient's attention,  when  on  examination  a 
fmall  hard  tubercle  or  protuberance  is 
difcovered.  This  in  a  gradual  manner 
becomes  larger ;  and,  while  it  increafes  in 
fize,  it  alfo  becomes  more  painful.  By  the 
time  that  it  has  acquired  the  bulk  of  half 
an  ordinary  walnut,  and  few  nodes  I  be- 
lieve are  ever  larger  than  this,  the  fkin  has 
commonly  become  red  and  tender ;  and 
ulceration  at  lafh  taking  place,  the  bone 
on  being  thus  denuded,  is  not  only  found 
to  be  fwelled  but  completely  carious. 

This  is  perhaps  one  of  the  moft  painful 
fymptoms  of  Lues  Venerea  ;  for  although 
the  pain  is  at  firft  always  moderate,  it 
never  fails  to  become  fevere  on  the  tumour 
advancing  in  fize.  This  does  not  depend 
fo  much,  however^  on  any  alteration  pro- 
duced in  the  bone  itfelf,  as  on  the  diften- 
fion  of  the  periofteum,  which  the  tumour 
of  the  bone  neceffarily  occafions ;  a  cir- 
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cumftance  of  which  we  are  rendered  cer- 
tain by  the  pain  ceafmg  entirely  on  the 
protuberance  of  the  bone  being  laid  bare* 
either  by  an  incifion,  or  by  the  foft  parts 
which  cover  it  being  deftroyed  by  ulcera- 
ration. 

This  defcription  of  a  node,  it  is  proper 
to  remark,  comprehends  the  full  progress 
of  this  kind  of  tumour  to  its  laft  and  ulti- 
mate ftage ;  a  termination  we  feldom 
meet  with,  if  it  be  not  among  the  poor  and 
deftitute.  Mercury  is  commonly  pre- 
fer ibed  as  foon  as  the  nature  of  the  tu- 
mour becomes  obvious,  and  as  this  puts  a 
flop  to  its  farther  increafe,  it  is  by  great 
inattention  or  mifmanagement  only  that 
the  furrounding  foft  parts  are  ever  allowed 
to  ulcerate.  When  ulceration  does  take 
place,  the  parts  foon  aflume  all  the  appear- 
ances of  the  true  venereal  ulcer  of  which 
we  have  already  given  a  defcription. 

The  fame  bones  upon  which  nodes  moil: 
frequently  take  place  are  liable  to  tumours 
of  a  different  kind,  which,  from  their  bear- 
ing a  refemblance  to  nodes,  have  impro- 
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perly  been  diftinguimed  by  the  fame  ap- 
pellation. By  fome,  indeed,  all  tumours 
upon  thefe  parts,  as  well  as  fuch  as  occur 
in  this  difeafe  upon  the  tendons,  ligaments, 
and  fafcise  of  the  mufcles,  are  conudered 
as  nodes.  This  nroceeds  from  the  con- 
fufed  manner  in  which  thefe  fymptoms 
were  defcribed  by  the  fir  ft  authors  who 
wrote  upon  this  fubjec't.,  by  which  others 
who  have  not  paid  particular  attention  to 
it  have  uniformly  been  milled.  It  requires, 
however,  no  nice  difcrimination  to  perceive 
that  the  tumours  to  which  thefe  parts  are 
liable  from  Lues  Venerea  are  materially 
different  in  their  formation,  and  requiring 
alfo  a  difference  of  treatment  it  becomes 
an  object  of  no  fmall  importance  to  have 
this  pointed  out. 

The  tumours  which  moft  refemble 
nodes  are  produced  by  an  effufion  of  a 
fmall  quantity  of  matter  between  the  pe- 
riofteum  and  bone.  This  feems  to  proceed 
from  the  internal  furface  of  the  periofteum. 
becoming  (lightly  inflamed,  by  which  a 
few  drops  of  a  coiourlefs  fluid  are  poured 

out 


Sect;  II.  of  Lues  Venerea.  115 

out  upon  the  furface  of  the  bone.  If  not 
prevented  by  an  early  exhibition  of  mer-^ 
cury,  the  tumour,  which  was  at  fir  ft  fd 
fmall  as  to  be  with  difficulty  perceived, 
becomes  gradually  larger,  and  from  being 
hard  and  colourlefs5  it  becomes  foft  and 
inflamed.  Even  when  of  the?  greateft 
bulk,  however,  at  which  it  commonly  ar- 
rives, this  tumour  does  not  exceed  the  fize 
of  the  real  node  ;  for  the  periofteum  not 
being  capable  of  much  diftenfion,  it  either 
foon  burfts,  or  the  tumour  becoming  very 
painful,  relief  is  obtained  by  making  an 
incifion  into  it. 

Thefe  tumours^  although  at  firft  always 
hard,  are  by  no  means  fo  firm  as  nodes. 
This^  even  in  their  commencement,  ferves 
as  a  fufficient  mark  of  diftinction  between 
them ;  and  where  matter  is  formed,  as  the 
tumour  is  thinly  covered,  a  fluctuation  is 
foon  perceived^  by  which,  in  the  progrefs 
of  the  complaintj  it  is  clearly  and  evi-i 
dently  diftinguilhed  from  nodes,  which 
always  remain  hard  to  the  laft. 

H  a  When 
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When  tumours  of  this  Jefcription  either 
burll  or  are  laid  open,  although  the  bone 
may  be  found  to  be  rough  and  carious,' no 
fwelling  is  difcovered ;  and  on  the  ulcer 
Jiealing  by  the  means  to  be  hereafter  men- 
tioned, the  parts  appear  to  be  reduced  to  the 
level  of  the  mrrounding  ikin  ;  whereas  in 
real  nodes,  the  tumour  of  the  bone  remains 
nearly,  or  perhaps  entirely  of  the  fame 
fize  during  the  life  of  the  patient,  nor  has 
mercury,  or  any  external  application,  any 
effect  in  reducing  it.  Some  indeed  enter- 
tain a  different  opinion,  but  where  vene- 
real tumours  upon  the  bones  have  been 
removed  by  mercury,  I  have  much  reafon 
to  think  that  they  have  not  been  real  nodes, 
but  merely  thofe  fmall  tumours  produced 
by  eifunon  which  we  have  jull  been  confi- 
dering.  At  leaft  this  has  happened  in  dif- 
ferent cafes  in  which  I  have  been  concern- 
ed, where  tumours,  which  at  firft  were 
fuppofed  to  be  formed  of  bone,  appeared 
afterwards  to  proceed  entirely  from  effu- 
fion  ;  and  I  have  not  met  with  a  fingle  in- 
ftance  of  a  tumour  evidently  offeous  being 

ever 
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ever  carried  off  by  mercury,  or  any  other 
medicine. 

Befides  the  tumours  we  have  defcribed, 
there  is  Hill  another,  by.  fome  alfo  im- 
properly termed  a  node,  with  which  the 
parts  covering  the  hard  bones  are  not 
unfrequently  attacked  in  Lues  Venerea. 
This  variety  of  tumour  occurs  more  early 
in  the  difeafe  than  nodes,  and  proceeds 
mod  frequently  as  I  have  obferved  above, 
from  expofure  to  cold  and  dampnefs.  It 
is  alfo. diitinguimed  from  nodes  from  its 
taking  place  in  various  parts  of  the  body 
at  once. 

The  patient  at  firft  complains  of  pains 
over  the  whole  affected  limbs ;  but  he 
foon  finds  that  one  part  of  each  limb  is 
more  feverely  affected  than  the  reft.  In 
the  legs  this  happens  about  the  middle  of 
the  tibia  and  fibula.  In  the  thighs  it  oc- 
curs at  the  middle  of  the  femur,  and  in  the 
arms  along  the  whole  courfe  of  the  radius 
and  ulna. 

For  the  mofl  part  thefe  pains  are  con-^ 
Jidered  by  the  patient  as  rheumatic  ;  and 
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I  have  known  many  inftances,  even  of 
practitioners  being  deceived  with  them. 
No  advantage,  however,  is  obtained  from 
thofe  medicines  which  ufually  give  relief 
in  rheumatifm  j  and  at  lafb  the  parts  from 
whence  the  pains  chiefly  proceed  are  found 
to  be  fwelled.  But  this  fwelling  is  very 
different  from  that  fulnefs  of  parts  which 
occurs  in  rheumatifm  ;  and  it  differs  ma- 
terially from  the  latter  in  the  parts  which 
it  attacks.  The  rheumatic  fwelling  is 
chiefly  confined  to  the  joints.  In  very 
,  fevere  cafes  it  no  doubt  ftretches  over 
every  part  of  a  limb,  but  it  very  com- 
monly originates  in  the  joints  :  Whereas 
thofe  venereal  fwellings,  although  they 
fometimes  ftretch  towards  the  joints,  they 
very  univerfally  fix  upon  thofe  parts  of  the 
limb  thatliebetween  one  joint  and  another. 
In  rheumatifm  the  whole  circumference  of 
the  limb  becomes  fwelled  in  nearly  an 
equal  degree,  while  in  the  other  the  tu- 
mour is  circumfcribed,  being  moft  fre- 
quently confined  to  lefs  than  one  half  of 
the  circumference  of  the  limb :  or  when 

one 
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one  limb  is  affected  in  different  parts,  as 
often  happens  in  the  fore-arm  between 
the  elbow  and  wrift,  the  feat  of  each  tu- 
mour can  be  very  diftm ctly  traced.  In  the 
venereal  fwelling  of  thefe  parts  the  tu- 
mour is  firm,  and  fo  deeply  feated  that 
on  a  flight  examination  it  is  often  fup- 
pofed  to  proceed  from  the  bone  itfelf, 
while  that  fwelling  which  takes  place  in 
rheumatifm  is  of  a  more  compreffible  na- 
ture, and  appears  even  on  the  llightelt  ex- 
amination to  be  altogether  free  from  the 
bone  beneath. 

By  attention  to  thefe  circumftances,  as 
well  as  from  the  hiftory  of  the  cafe,  we 
need  never  be  under  much  difficulty  in 
judging  of  the  nature  of  thefe  fwellings, 
nor  in  determining  when  they  are  vene- 
real and  when  of  a  rheumatic  nature.  It 
is  a  prevailing  opinion,  that  the  difference 
between  them  is  fufficiently  marked  by  the 
pain  in  all  venereal  affections  of  this  kind 
being  particularly  fevere  when  the  patient 
is  warm  in  bed,  while  the  contrary  is  fup- 
pofed  to  happen  in  rheumatifm.    I  have 
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not  found,  however,  that  any  dependence 
can  be  placed  upon  this ;  for  both  are 
apt  to  be  very  differently  affected  by 
the  fame  caufe  in  different  patients,  and 
even  in  the  fame  patients  at  different 
times. 

This  variety  of  fwelling  feems  always  to 
originate  in  the  periofteum,  and  to  proceed 
from  fome  degree  of  inflammation,  which 
firft  begins  in  that  membrane,  and  proceeds 
from  it  to  the  furrounding  parts.  Like 
every  inflammatory  affection  of  membra- 
nous parts,  it  does  not  readily  terminate 
in  fuppuration.  1  have  neyer  known  an 
inftance  of  matter  forming  in  it :  Nor  do 
thofe  ferous  effufions  take  place  here 
which  are  fo  frequent  in  rheumatifm ;  a 
circumftance  which  conflitutes  another 
characterise  diftinction  between  the  two 
difeafes ;  for  rheumatifm  feldom  arrives 
at  a  great  height  without  fwellings  taking 
place  in  the  parts  chiefly  affected,  and  they 
ieem  all  to  be  of  the  ferous  kind. 

Al~ 
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Almoft  every  author  who  has  written 
upon  Lues  Venerea  defcribes  affections  of 
the  ligaments,  tendons,  and  fafcix  of 
mufcles,  as  frequent  fymptoms :  This, 
however,  is  far  from  being  confiftent  with 
my  experience;  nor  do  I  fuppofe  that  they 
ever  take  place  but  in  the  moft  advanced 
ftages  of  the  difeafe. 

My  own  obfervation  having  led  to  this 
concluuon,  I  was  induced  to  converfe  and 
to  correfpond  upon  the  fubject  with  others, 
who  from  having  much  employment  in 
this,  branch  of  practice  I  had  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe would  be  able  to  give  me  the  beft  ac- 
count of  it.  The  prepoffeilion  which  they 
had  received  from  books  had  prevented 
them  from  entertaining  a  doubt  of  the 
frequency  of  this  fymptom,  but  none  of 
them  had  feen  it  fo  often  as  to  be  able 
from  his  own  obfervation  to  give  a  dif- 
tinct  or  well-marked  account  of  it. 

Venereal  ulcers  often  penetrate  to  liga- 
ments, tendons,  and  other  deep-feated 
parts.  In  this  manner  every  practitioner 
muft  have  feen  thofe  parts  affected  with 

the 
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virus  of  this  difeafe  ;  but  in  thefe  the  dif- 
eafe  uniformly  begins  in  the  fkin,  and 
proceeds  to  the  parts  beneath.  Of  fwell- 
ings  in  the  ligaments,  tendons,  or  fafcias 
of  mufcles  from  this  caufe  I  have  met 
with  very  few  inftances  ;  and  even  of 
thefe  fome  were  of  a  doubtful  nature, 
as  they  occurred  in  fcrophulous  conflitu- 
tions. 

Thofe  fwellings,  fo  far  as  I  have  had 
opportunities  of  obferving,  are  not  fo 
painful  as  tumours  of  the  periofteum  and 
bones.  They  are  fmall  and  circumfcrib- 
ed :  At  firft  hard  and  colourlefs,  and  af- 
terwards on  the  fkin  becoming  red,  they 
turn  foft,  and  foon  burft.  The  matter 
which  they  difcharge  perhaps  never  par- 
takes of  purulency :  It  is  thin,  and  either 
nearly  colourlefs  or  fomewhat  tinged  with 
blood.  The  fores  which  enfue  are  foul, 
and  ufually  more  difficult  of  cure  than 
any  other  that  we  meet  with  in  this  dif- 
eafe. 

I  have  feen  different  cafes  of  tumours  of 
a  confiderable  fize,  feated  upon  tendons  as 

well 
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as  upon  aponeurotic  expanfions,  and  which 
were  fufpedted  to  be  venereal.  Thefe  have 
commonly  been  hard,  and  where  they 
have  come  to  create  much  unealinefs  I 
have  had  occafion,  in  fome  inftances,  to 
remove  them  with  the  fcalpel.  Two  of 
thefe  were  upon  the  tendinous  part  of  the 
biceps  ;  and  although  in  both  they  had 
been  fufpecled  to  be  venereal  a  very 
decifive  proof  was  obtained  of  the  con- 
trary, for  they  were  both  extirpated,  and 
the  fores  healed  eafily  without  any  mer-t 
cury  being  given. 


§  9.  Of  Venereal  Excrefcences  about  the 

Anus, 

The  parts  of  generation  in  both  fexes 
are  liable  to  be  attacked  with  warty  ex- 
crefcences in  Gonorrhoea,  moft  frequent- 
ly towards  the  end  of  the  difeafe,  when 
the  running  is  nearly  gone.  In  fome 
cafes  they  fpread  over  all  the  contiguous 
parts,  and  even  reach  to  the  anus ;  bat 

how- 
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however  extenfively  this  may  happen,  ex- 
crefcences  of  this  warty  nature  which  oc- 
cur from  Gonorrhoea  are  always  local,  as 
we  judge  from  mercury  having  no  in- 
fluence in  removing  them,  and  from  find- 
ing that  topical  remedies  are  alone  to  be 
depended  upon  for  a  cure  *. 

But  befides  thefe,  the  parts  about  the 
anus  are  occafionally  attacked  with  ex- 
crefcences  truely  venereal,  which  appear 
in  the  latter  ftages  of  fyphilis  only,  and 
of  which  we  cannot  accomplim  a  cure  by 
any  remedy  that  is  not  conjoined  with  a 
complete  courfe  of  mercury.  They  are 
eafily  removed,  either  with  the  fcalpel  or 
efcharrotics  ;  but  if  mercury  is  not  admi- 
niftered  they  foon  return  with  more  vi- 
rulence than  at  firft. 

In  fome  cafes  they  appear  at  the  fame 
time  with  venereal  blotches  m  other 
parts  of  the  body,  which  in  many  in- 
ftances  they  refemble,  being  raifed  or 

*  See  Vol.  I.    Chapter  II.  Settion  13. 
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elevated  above  the  contiguous  Ttrrface. 
Till  of  late  I  had  not  feen  them  but  as  a 
fymptom  of  fibbens,  and  I  did  not  fuppofe 
that  they  took  place  in  the  ordinary  form 
of  Lues  Venerea.  I  have  now,  however, 
met  with  a  fufhcient  number  of  inftances 
to  convince  me  that  in  this  I  was  mif- 
taken,  and  which  mew  that  they  not  only 
occur  along  with  eruptions  in  other  parts 
of  the  body,  but  that  altogether  independ- 
ent of  thefe  they  appear  as  a  diftincl  fymp- 
tom in  {till  more  advanced  periods  of  the 
difeafe. 

They  are  not  fo  hard  as  thofe  warts 
which  fucceed  to  Gonorrhoea;  they  are 
more  of  a  nelhy  nature,  more  tender,  and 
therefore  more  apt  to  bleed.  They  have 
a  more  uniform  furface ;  and  inftead  of 
being  formed  of  a  number  of  fmall  warts 
connected  together,  as  thefe  tumours  about 
the  anus  produced  by  Gonorrhoea  ufually 
are,  we  find  them  compofed  of  one  uni- 
form mafs. 

They  do  not  approach  fo  near  to  tjie 
verge  of  the  anus  as  warty  excrefcencea 
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commonly  do,  being  for  the  mofl  par**  of 
the  greateft  extent  ana  mofl  elevated  near 
to  the  tuberofity  of  the  ifchium.  In  fome 
Cafes  they  become  ulcerated,  and  difcharge 
a  great  deal  of  very  offenfive  matter  ;  and 
when  this  happens  in  women  they  appear 
fometimes  to  be  productive  of  buboes ; 
at  lead  in  different  cafes  where  buboes 
occurred  in  women,  no  other  fource 
of  infection  could  be  perceived.  Why 
they  fhould  not  be  the  caufe  of  bu~ 
boes  in  men  may  be  difficult  to  explain  j 
but  although  I  have  often  met  with  them 
in  men  in  a  flate  of  obvious  ulceration,  I 
never  knew  buboes  to  be  the  confequence 
of  them.  Perhaps  in  men  the  lymphatic  vef* 
fels  of  thefe  parts  do  not  pafs  through  any 
external  conglobate  glands,  and  if  this  is 
the  cafe  they  cannot  produce  buboes  ;  for 
in  the  hif]  ory  of  buboes  we  have  feen  that 
the  matter  of  Lues  Venerea  does  not  excite 
fwelling  or  obftruction  in  any  of  the  inter- 
nal glands. 

For  the  mofl  part  any  ulceration  which 
takes  place  in  thefe  excrefcences  is  very 

fuper- 
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fuperficial,  and  does  not  reach  beneath  the 
furface.  In  fome  inftances,  however,  linu- 
fes  form  in  them.  In  this  manner  I  once 
knew  a  fiftula  in  ano  produced,  for  which 
it  was  neceflary  to  perform  the  ufual  ope- 
ration after  the  patient  was  cured  of  Lues 
Venerea. 

Like  other  fymptoms  of  fyphilis  thefe 
excrefcences  either  continue  nearly  in  the 
fame  ftate,  or  become  gradually  worfe,  as 
long  as  no  remedy  is  employed  for  the 
cure  of  the  difeafe  in  the  conftitution. 
They  never  difappear  either  entirely  or  in 
part  by  any  effort  of  the  fyftem ;  but  if 
by  a  partial  courfe  of  mercury  their  pro- 
grefs  is  interrupted,  although  the  virus  of 
the  difeafe  is  not  completely  extinguifhed, 
they  foon  become  lefs  active  than  they 
were  before  ;  in  courfe  of  time  they  difap- 
pear altogether,  and  with  whatever  vio- 
lence the  difeafe  may  break  out  in  other 
parts  of  the  body,  it  does  not  again  ex- 
cite a  recurrence  of  excrefences.  In  the 
latter  ftages  of  Lues  Venerea,  when  by  a 
long  continuance  of  the  difeafe  the  whole 
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fyftem  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  contaminat- 
ed, we  find  a  variety  of  fymptoms  exift- 
ing  at  the  fame  time  ;  otherwife  this,  as 
we  have  already  had  oacafion  to  obferve, 
does  not  readily  happen  ;  nor  do  we  com- 
monly find  early  in  the  difeafe  more  than 
one  or  two  of  the  fymptoms  fubfifting  at 
once. 


§  i(o.  Of  Swellings  of  the  Tejlesi 

Inflammation  communicated  along 
the  urethra  in  Gonorrhoea  is  the  moft  fre- 
quent caufe  of  fwelling  of  the  teftes.  Thi9 
has  induced  many  to  fuppofe,  and  fome  to 
afTert,  that  this  fymptom  is  never  in- 
duced by  Lues  Venerea ;  that  it  is  always 
a  local  affection,  and  never  produced  by 
any  difeafe  of  the  conftitutiom 

That  this  is  very  generally  the  cafe  I 
will  readily  admit ;  for  in  a  great  propor- 
tion of  cafes  we  can  clearly  trace  the  dif- 
eafe to  a  local  caufe,  and  it  is  mod  eafily 
removed  by  local  applications  ;  but  this  is 

not 
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not  always  the  cafe,  for  I  have  met  with 
various  well-marked  inftances  of  the  teftes 
fwelling  from  difeafe  of  the  fyftem  alone. 
Thofe  who  doubt .  the  fact  will  afk,  In 
what  manner  can  this  be  afcertained  ?  By 
the  fwelling  coming  on  without  any  ex- 
ternal injury ;  by  no  Gonorrhoea  having 
preceded ;  by  the  patient  being  kr\owh  to 
be  infected  with  Lues  Venerea  at  the  time  ; 
and  by  the  fwelling  being  with  eafe  and 
certainty  removed  by  mercury, .  while  it 
had  daily  become  worfe  as  long  as  thofe 
remedies  were  employed  which  ufually 
prove  effectual  in  fwelling  of  the  teft.es 
arifing  from  Gonorrhoea* 

With  me  thefe  circumftances  afford 
.complete  conviction,  and  as  I  have  repeat- 
edly met  with  them  I  judge  the  fact  to  be 
clearly  eftablilhed. 

The  very  firft  approach  of  this  fwelling 
exhibits  a  difference  between  it  and  that 
which  proceeds  from  Gonorrhoea.  In 
this  laft  a  conflderable  degree  of  pain  pre- 
vails from  the  firft,  and  the  difeafe  begins 
in  the  epidydimis ;  but  in  the  fwelling 
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from  Lues  Venerea  the  patient  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time  feels  only  a  flight  uneafi- 
nefs,  and  even  on  the  farther  progrefs  of 
the  difeafe  any  pain  that  takes  place  is  not 
acute,  but  dull  and  obtufe,  fuch  as  might 
be  fuppofed  to  proceed  chiefly  from  the 
additional  bulk  and  weight  of  the  teftis. 
The  body  of  the  tefticle  is  always  firft  af- 
fected; and  it  is  only  where  the  difeafe  is 
neglected,  or  where  the  nature  of  it  is  mis- 
taken, and  mercury  judged  to  be  impro- 
per, that  the  fwelling  proceeds  to  the  epi- 
dydimis. 

Thefe  circumftances  of  themfelves  might 
fufHciently  diflinguilh  the  one  variety  of 
fwelling  from  the  other ;  but  we  alfo  ob- 
ferve  that  in  the  fwelling  from  Gonorrhoea 
the  fcrotum  becomes  red  and  painful  very 
early  in  the  difeafe,  by  the  inflammation 
fpreading  from  the  tefticle  ;  whereas  in  the 
other  the  fcrotum  is  very  feldom  affected, 
and  in  no  inftance  till  the  fwelling  has 
been  of  long  duration.  Hence  in  the  one 
the  patient  can  fcarcely  admit  of  the  parts 
being  touched,  while  in  the  other  little  or 

no 
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no  pain  is  produced,  even  when  handled 
with  freedom.  In  the  hernia  hemoralis, 
as  it  is  termed,  the  whole  contiguous  parts 
ieem  often  to  fympathife  with  the  difeafe 
in  the  teftis,  by  the  pain  fpreading  along 
the  groins,  and  over  all  the  upper  part  of 
the  thighs  and  abdomen  ;  while  in  the 
other  any  uneafinefs  which  occurs  is  either 
confined  entirely  to  the  tefticle  or  to  the 
courfe  of  the  fpermatic  cord.  In  this  the 
fwelling  comes  flowly  and  gradually  to  a 
larger  fize,  infomuch  that  fome  weeks  will 
pafs  before  it  arrives  near  to  its  height ; 
while  in  the  other  the  tumour  is  often  as 
large  in  the  courfe  of  forty-eight  hours  as 
it  ever  becomes. 

Thofe  who  doubt  of  the  exiftence  of 
fwelled  teffces  from  Lues  Venerea  affert, 
that  where  the  teflicle  becomes  hard  and 
enlarged,  where  no  external  violence  has 
been  applied  to  it,  and  without  being  pre- 
ceded by  Gonorrhoea,  that  the  difeafe  is 
always  to  be  confidered  as  of  the  true 
fchirrous  kind,  forming  what  in  general 
is  called  farcocele.    This,  however,  is  by 
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no  means  the  cafe,  and  the  means  of  dif- 
tinguilhing  between  farcocele  and  the  true 
venereal  fwelling  of  the  tefticle  are  nume- 
rous and  obvious.  In  the  former  the 
tefticle  has  a  confiderable  degree  of 
hardnefs  from  the  firft.  The  patient  is, 
from  the  firft  commencement  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  diftrefled  with  fharp  ftinging  pains 
through  the  body  of  the  tumour,  and  by- 
degrees  thefe  become  as  fevere  as  they 
ufually  are  in  any  cafe  of  cancer.  The 
fwelling,  although  at  firft  fmooth,  foon 
becomes  knotty  and  unequal,  and  at  laft 
it  very  conftantly  attacks  the  fpermatic 
cord,  which  alfo  becomes  hard,  knotty, 
and  painful.  Now,  in  a  fwelled  teftis 
from  Lues  Venerea,  although  a  consider- 
able degree  of  firmnefs  takes  place,  it  is 
by  no  means  of  that  hard  nature  which 
always  accompanies  fchirrus.  We  meet 
with  no  ftinging  pains,  not  even  in  the 
moft  advanced  ftages  of  the  difeafe.  The 
fwelling  never  becomes  hard  and  knotty, 
but  retains  a  fmooth,  equal  furface,  and 

we 
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we  meet  with  few  inftances  of  its  proceed- 
ing to  the  fpermatic  cord. 

In  addition  to  the  defcription  which  I 
have  given  of  the  difeafe  I  may  remark, 
that  in  its  more  advanced  ffcages  this 
fwelling  fometimes  fuppurates,  and  dis- 
charges purulent  matter  ;  while  in  farco- 
cele,  whenever  the  tumour  burfts,  it  yields 
nothing  but  a  thin,  bloody  fanies,  as  com- 
monly happens  in  all  cafes  of  cancer. 
The  fores  which  enfue  to  the  burfting  of 
thefe  tumours  are  fully  as  different  in 
their  appearances  as  the  tumours  are  dif- 
ferent by  which  they  were  produced.  In 
the  farcocele  the  edges  of  the  fore  are  hard 
and  retorted,  accompanied  with  every 
other  circumftance  that  ufually  takes 
place  in  cancer ;  whereas  in  the  venereal 
fwelled  tefticle,  although  the  edges  of  the 
fore  are  hard,  they  are  neither  raifed  nor 
retorted,  and  the  fore,  while  it  is  foul  and 
lloughy,  as  venereal  fores  always  are,  ex- 
hibits no  appearances  of  cancer. 

In  very  advanced  Hates  of  this  difeafe 
we  fometimes  find  it  accompanied  with 
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efFufions  into  the  tunica  vaginalis  teftis, 
producing  what  may  be  termed  a  compli- 
cated hydrocele.  This,  however,  is  a  cir- 
cumftance  equally  common  to  every  tu- 
mour of  the  fame  magnitude  and  dura- 
tion to  which  the  teflicle  is  liable.  It 
even  fometimes  fucceeds  to  the  hernia 
humoralis,  but  not  fo  frequently  as  to 
fwellings  of  greater  permanency. 

If  this  affection  of  the  teftes  is  neither 
uncommon  nor  difficult  to  diflinguim,  it 
may  be  faid  that  the  particular  defcription 
which  is  here  given  of  it  is  unneceflary ; 
and  I  mould  have  judged  it  to  be  fo,  if  in 
fome  late  publications  a  contrary  opinion 
had  not  been  ftrongly  inculcated.  Even 
this  would  not  have  been  a  fufneient  reafon 
for  dwelling  long  upon  any  point  of  little 
importance,  but  in  the  fubject  we  are  now 
confidering  many  circum  ltances  are  in- 
volved. Any  theory  we  can  eftablifh  of  the 
nature  of  the  venereal  poifon,  and  of  the 
means  employed  for  removing  it  from  the 
conflitution,  is  in  fome  ineafure  connected 

with 
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with  it ;  while,  at  the  fame  time,  it  is  ob- 
vioufly  a  point  of  real  importance  in  prac- 
tice. 


$  j  I.  Of  Alopecia. 

The  difeafe  termed  Alopecia  by  Nofo- 
logifts,  or  falling  off  of  the  hair,  may  be 
produced  by  different  caufes ;  but  it  is 
moil  frequently  met  with  as  a  fymptom 
of  Lues  Venerea  in  the  more  advanced 
ftages  of  the  difeafe. 

The  hair  of  the  head  firft  feparates  in 
greater  quantities  than  ufual  on  being 
combed.  The  eye-brows  become  more 
thinly  covered,  and  if  a  flop  be  not  put  to 
the  difeafe  of  the  conflitution,  all  the  hair 
of  the  head,  as  well  as  of  the  other  parts 
of  the  body,  foon  falls  off. 

Before  the  hair  begins  to  feparate,  a 
fcurf  is  ufually  perceived  among  the  roots 
of  it,  which  comes  away  in  great  quanti- 
ties on  the  head  being  combed,  common- 
ly in  the  form  of  fine  bran.    On  this 

1 

I  4  fcurf 


1 36  Of  the  Symptoms         Ch.  IV, 

fcurf  being  removed,  the  fkin  beneath  has 
a  red  complexion ;  but  the  patient  does 
not  complain  either  of  pain  or  tendernefs, 
and  the  fame  kind  of  brany  powder  forms 
repeatedly  on  the  fame  parts,  although 
carefully  removed  from  day  to  day. 

In  fome  inftances  the  hair  is  renewed 
in  as  great  quantity  as  at  nrft ;  but  this  is 
not  a  frequent  occurrence :  It  only  hap- 
pens during  youth,  and  where  the  virus 
of  the  difeafe  is  quickly  and  completely 
eradicated.  In  more  advanced  periods  of 
life  it  always  remains  thin,  not  only  up- 
on the  head,  but  on  the  eye-brows  j  and 
when  the  eye-laihes  fall  out  from  this 
caufe  they  very  feldom  return. 

As  mercury  has  commonly  been  giv- 
en before  the  hair  begins  to  feparate, 
and  often  in  considerable  quantities,  this 
fymptom  has  by  fome  been  fuppofed  to 
be  more  the  effect  of  the  medicine  than  of 
the  difeafe.  This,  however,  has  not  been 
the  refult  of  my  obfervation.  I  have  feen 
different  inftances  of  the  hair  dropping 
off  in  Lues  Venerea,  where  no  mercury 

had 


S eft.  II.  of  Lues  Venerea.  13  y 

had  been  employed ;  and  were  it  to 
be  produced  by  mercury,  it  would  ne- 
ceilarily  occur  more  frequently,  and  it 
would  happen  with  equal  readinefs  in 
every  difeafe  for  which  mercury  fhould  be 
prefcribed. 

I  confider  it  to  be  in  almoft  every 
inftance  the  effect  of  that  fcurf  which  in 
Lues  Venerea  fometimes  forms  among 
the  roots  of  the  hair.  The  matter  t  y 
which  the  fcurf  is  produced  getting  ac- 
cefs  to  the  roots,  foon  cuts  off  their  con- 
nection with  the  furrounding  parts. 

§  12.  Of  BUndnefs  as  a  Symptom  of  Lues 

Venerea. 

In  the  nrfl  chapter  of  this  work  fome 
account  is  given  of  blindnefs  produced  by 
the  retropulfion  of  the  matter  of  Gonor- 
rhoea. But  blindnefs  which  takes  place 
in  Lues  Venerea  is  materially  different 
both  in  its  rife  and  progrefs,  and  in  the 

re- 
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remedies  by  which  it  is  with  moft  cer- 
tainty removed. 

Blindnefs  from  Gonorrhoea  is  always 
accompanied  with  much  pain.  A  great 
degree  of  irritability,  along  with  a  plenti- 
ful difcharge  of  matter  from  the  eyes,  and 
more  or  lefs  inflammation,  are  the  firfl 
iymptoms  of  the  difeafe.  But  in  Lues 
Venerea,  lofs  of  virion,  to  a  considerable 
extent,  has  commonly  taken  place  long 
before  much  pain  is  experienced  ;  and  if 
inflammation  ever  occurs,  it  is  not  in  any 
remarkable  degree. 

The  matter  of  Lues  Venerea  acts  in 
different  ways  in  producing  blindnefs. 
One  of  the  moft  frequent  feems  to  be  by 
injuring  the  optic  nerves,  whether  by  act- 
ing immediately  upon  the  nerve  itfelf,  or 
by  firft  exciting  effufion,  or  the  formation 
of  rumours  in  the  contiguous  parts,  by 
which  compremon  of  the  nerve  is  at  laft 
produced. 

It  is  in  this  manner  I  conceive  that 
gutta  ferena  takes  place  in  the  latter  ftages 
of  Lues  Venerea.    In  fome  cafes  it  comes 

on 
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on  in  a  gradual  manner.  The  fight  be- 
comes lefs  perfect  from  day  to  day ;  and 
boch  the  patient  and  his  friends  are  fur- 
prifed  that  this  mould  happen  while  the 
external  appearance  of  the  eye  is  not  af- 
fected. But  for  the  moft  part  the  difeafe 
takes  place  almoft  inftantaneoufly,  the  pa- 
tient being  entirely  deprived  of  virion  in 
the  courfe  of  a  minute  or  two  from  the 
time  that  his  eyes  became  uneafy.  Still 
the  external  parts  of  the  eyes  remain, 
found,  but  the  pupils  are  always  greatly 
dilated,  and  incapable  of  any  degree  of 
contraction,  even  when  expofed  to  the 
ftrongeft  light. 

In  fome  cafes  only  one  eye  is  affected, 
but  for  the  moft  part  the  difeafe  attacks 
both  at  the  fame  time. 

Cataracts  fometimes  form  from  this 
caufe.  I  have  met  with  different  inftan- 
ces  of  this  difeafe  in  the  latter  ftages  of 
Lues  Venerea,  where  no  other  caufe  could 
be  afligned  for  it ;  and  I  conclude  that  i  t 
was  the  effect  of  the  venereal  poifon,  from 
the  peculiar  manner,  of  its  approach.  The 

lens 
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lens  is  at  firft  only  partially  affc&ed,  white 
ftreaks  appear  upon  different  parts  of  it, 
which  extend  by  degrees,  fo  as  to  produce 
opacity  over  the  whole  of  it. 

But  the  moft  frequent  effect  of  the  ve- 
nereal virus  upon  the  eye  appears  upon  the 
vitreous  and  aqueous  humours,  and  on  the 
lucid  part  of  the  cornea.  In  fome  cafes 
thefe  humours  are  deprived  of  their  na- 
tural tranfparency,  they  become  fome- 
what  milky,  and  at  lafl  completely  opake. 
At  other  times  this  is  evidently  connected 
with  an  opake  flate  of  the  lucid  cornea, 
which  becomes  white  and  thickened,  and 
in  fome  inftances  fo  prominent  as  to  disfi- 
gure the  whole  globe  of  the  eye.  When 
this  difeafed  ftate  of  the  coats  of  the  eye, 
and  of  the  humours  which  they  contain 
occur  at  the  fame  time,  the  whole  bo- 
dy of  the  eye  affords  the  appearance  of 
one  confufed  mafs.  Neither  the  chryftal- 
line  lens,  nor  any  particular  part  of  the  eye 
can  be  diftinguifhed. 

Before  this  opacity  takes  place  in  the 
cornea,  a  number  of  obftructed  veffels 

are 
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are  perceived  on  it,  accompanied  with 
fome  degree  of  tendernefs  on  being  expo- 
fed  to  light :  This  gives  caufe  to  fuppofe 
that  inflammation  is  about  to  occur  ;  but 
the  difeafe  in  this  form  makes  no  farther 
progrefs.  The  cornea  in  fome  fpots  be- 
comes white  and  opake,  probably  by  the 
effufion  of  part  of  the  contents  of  thefe 
turgid  vefTels  ;  but  all  this  takes  place 
with  little  or  no  pain,  and  without  any  of 
the  ordinary  concomitants  of  inflamma- 
tion. Neither  does  this  whitenefs  of  the 
cornea  terminate  in  fuppuration,  as  opa- 
city of  this  membrane  produced  by  in- 
flammation is  apt  to  do.  It  becomes  even 
more  white  than  the  tunica  albuginea  it- 
felf,  and  evidently  more  thickened,  but  I 
never  faw  matter  form  in  it. 

In  fome  cafes  the  venereal  virus  fixes 
upon  the  eye-lids,  and  chiefly  upon  their 
cartilaginous  boarders.  This  fometimes 
happens  by  itfelf,  but  for  themoft  part  it 
is  connected  with  fyphilitic  eruptions  in 
other  parts  of  the  body.  The  parts  be- 
come red  and  fomewhat  tender,  and  an 
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effunon  takes  place  among  the  eye-lames  > 
either  in  the  form  of  a  dry  fcurf,  or  of  a 
gummy  vifcid  matter.  In  this  latter  fbate 
this  effunon  proves  always  very  trouble- 
ibme,  particularly  after  fleep,  as  it  gluci 
the  eye-lids  fo  firmly  together  as  to  ren- 
der it  difficult,  and  even  painful  to  open 
them. 

In  this  affection  of  the  eye-lids,  I  have* 
in  different  inftances,  obferved  a  fymp- 
tom  which  has  not,  fo  far  as  I  remem- 
ber, been  remarked  by  authors.  The 
tears  at  firfl  form  in  drops  near  the  in- 
ternal angle  of  the  eye,  and  this  termi- 
nates in  a  conftant  trickling  over  the 
cheeks.  Thofe  who  are  not  accuftomed 
to  examine  the  eyes  in  this  ftate  are  apt  to 
confider  this  flow  of  tears  as  the  com- 
mencement of  fiflula  lachrymalis,  where- 
as it  proceeds  from  a  caufe  which  muft 
effectually  prevent  the  formation  of  this 
difeafe.  On  minute  infpection,  it  appears 
evidently  to  arife  from  the  pun  eta  lachry- 
malia  being  obflructed  by  the  vifcid  mat- 
ter forming  upon  die  cartilages  of  the. eye- 
lids, 
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lids,  by  which  the  tears  which  mould  pais 
by  thefe  openings  into  the  lachrymal  lac,and 
from  thence  into  the  nofe,  are  neceffarily 
forced  over  the  cheeks.  In  fome  cafes 
this  weeping  ftate  of  the  eyes  proves  to 
be  temporary,  and  difappears  with  the 
caufe  by  which  it  was  produced  ;  but  in 
others  it  continues  permanent,  owing,  I 
fuppofe,to  the  puncta  being  obliterated  by 
the  long  continuance  of  the  difeafe. 

This  conftant  flow  of  tears  over  the 
eye-lids  proves  always  troublefome,  and 
in  fome  cafes  even  painful,  by  exciting 
tendernefs,  and  occafionally  fome  degree 
of  ulceration  of  the  cheeks. 

§  13.  Of  Deafnefs  from  Lues  Venerea* 

When  treating  of  the  venereal  fore 
throat  in  §  4.  of  this  fection,  we  had  oc~ 
cafion  to  remark  that  a  certain  degree  of 
deafnefs  is,  in  fome  cafes,  a  confequence  of 
that  fymptom,  the  end  of  the  Euftachian 
tube,  when  it  terminates  in  the  throat* 

being 
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being  obftruc"ted.  The effect  refulting  from 
this  being  in  fome  initaiices  conficlerable, 
we  are  led  to  1  uppofe  that  this  paffage  to 
the  ear  is  of  no  fmali  importance  to  the 
fenfe  of  hearing  :  I  have  known  a  very  dif- 
trefsful  degree  of  deafnefs  produced  by  it. 

Befides  this,  the  venereal  difeafe  in  fome 
inflances  excites  deafnefs  by  fixing  upon 
the  ear  itfelf.  The  bones  feem  to  be  rnofl 
liable  to  be  attacked  with  it.  When  this 
takes  place  the  patient  is  at  fir  ft  feized 
with  a  partial  lofs  of  hearing.  This  is  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  difchargc  of  foetid  ill-colour- 
ed matter ;  and  in  fome  cafes  the  bones 
themfelves  come  away.  I  need  fcarcely 
obferve,  that  a  total  and  permanent  lols 
of  hearing  enfues. 

Where  venereal  blotches  prevail  uni- 
verfally  over  the  body,  and  have  been  of 
long  duration,  they  fometim  s  fix  upon 
the  ear,  chiefly  upon  the  lap  of  the  ear.  In 
fome  cafes  I  have  known  them  to  affect 
the  meatus  externus  fo  as  to  induce  a 
temporary  deafnefs.  In  this  event  the 
paffage  is  either  fluffed  with  a  dry  fcurfy 

mat- 
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matter,  or  the  lining  membrane  of  the 
paffage  becomes  thickened,  and  occasion- 
ally tender  and  ulcerated.  If  this  pro- 
ceeds no  farther  into  the  ear  a  recovery 
may  frill  take  place  ;  but  as  the  fame  kind 
of  tendernefs  is  apt  to  attack  the  tympa- 
num, deafnefs  eveii  from  this  caufe  often 
proves  permanent. 


§  14.  Of  Anomalous  Symptoms. 

Besides  the  fymptoms  of  which  we 
have  given  a  defcription,  there  are  others 
which  from  their  appearing  with  Iefs  re- 
gularity maybe  termed  anomalous.  But 
thefe,  although  they  occur  occafionally  in 
every  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  prevail  with 
mod  frequency  when  the  infedtion  has 
been  of  long  duration. 

The  moft  troublefome  of  thefe  lymptoms 
are  chops,  or  clefts  in  the  palms  of  the 
hands  and  foles  of  the  feet.  A  red  fome-> 
what  purple-coloured   eruption  appears 
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upon  the  fkin  of  thefe  parts.  The  cuticle 
feparates  and  comes  away  :  Still  the  fkin 
remains  difcoloured;  and  at  laft  chops 
form  in  different  parts  of  it.  They  gene- 
rally remain  dry,  but  in  fome  inftances 
they  difcharge  a  thin  acrid  matter.  They 
are  feldom  painful ;  but  they  are  always 
obftinate  and  difficult  to  cure ;  and  the 
cuticle  is  in  fome  cafes  fo  completely  re- 
moved, that  by  the  tendernefs  which  fuc- 
ceeds  to  this  the  patient  is  for  a  confider- 
able  time  deprived  of  the  ufe  both  of  his 
hands  and  feet. 

In  fome  a  difpofition  is  formed  in  the 
fkin  and  cellular  fubftance  of  different 
parts  of  the  body  to  become  thick,  rough, 
and  unequal,  producing  what  byNofolo- 
gifts  is  termed  elephantiafis,  or  at  lead  an 
affection  which  very  much  refembles  that 
difeafe.  In  moft  inftances  where  this  has 
occurred,  different  parts  of  the  body  have 
been  affected  with  it  at  once  ;  but  in 
others  I  have  known  it  confined  to  one  of 
the  extremities.  In  the  flighter  degrees  of 
this  affection  the  inconvenience  produ- 
ced 
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ced  by  it  is  inconfiderable,  and  it  is  fel- 
dom  accompanied  with  much  pain;  but 
where  the  limbs  fwell  fo  much  as  they 
fometimes  do,  the  diftrefs  which  it  excites 
is  neceffarily  fevere.  A  limb  which  fwells 
from  this  caufe  becomes  firft  very  un- 
wieldy ;  and  on  the  fwelling  increafing,  it 
at  laft  burfts  into  fores,  which  difcharge  a 
thin  acrid  matter,  are  always  foul,  and 
very  feldom  heal. 

I  have  met  with  different  inftances  of 
this  thickening  of  the  teguments  in  the 
fcrotum.  The  fkin  retains  its  natural  co- 
lour ;  but  it  becomes  firm,  and  fb  much 
thickened  as  to  form  a  tumour  which  in 
fome  cafes  acquires  a  very  considerable 
bulk.  All  of  them  that  have  fallen  with- 
in my  obfervation  came  from  warmer 
climates,  and  two  of  them  were  in  ne- 
groes. They  had  been  miftaken  both  for 
hydrocele  and  hernia,  but  I  found  in  all  of 
of  them  that  the  tumour  was  produ- 
ced entirely  by  a  thickened  ftate  of  the 
fcrotum. 

K  2  From 
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From  a  hernia  in  the  fcrotum  they  are 
diftinguifhed  by  the  fpermatic  cord  be- 
ing entirely  free  of  fwelling ;  by  the  ab- 
fence  of  all  the  fymptoms  of  hernia;  and 
by  the  fwelling  being  much  more  firm 
than  it  ever  is  in  hernia.  The  fame  de- 
gree of  firmnefs  ferves  to  diftinguifh  it 
from  hydrocele,  for  no  impreffion  is  made 
upon  it  by  preffure ;  and  it  is  farther  dif- 
tinguifhed from  it  by  its  weight,  be- 
ing much  heavier  than  any  tumour  of 
equal  magnitude  containing  a  fluid. 

This  fwelling  of  the  fcrotum  bears  a 
greater  refemblance  to  farcocele,  or  a 
fchirrous  teflicle,  than  to  any  other  affec- 
tion of  thefe  parts.  It  is  chiefly  diflin- 
guifhed  from  farcocele  by  being  totally 
free  of  pain,  and  from  being  of  an  equal 
fmooth  furface.  The  other  is  not  only  ac- 
companied with  pain,  but  the  fwelling  is 
knotty  and  unequal. 

As  the  fores  which  occur  upon  thefe 
tumours  are  very  apt  to  afTurne  a  cancer- 
ous appearance,  and  ulcers  of  a  fimilar 
afpecl  being  fometimes  obferved  to  fuc- 
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ceed  to  buboes,  fome  have  been  thereby- 
induced  to  -confider  cancer  as  a  fymptom 
of  this  difeafe.  That  the  matter  of  Lues 
Venerea  may  occafionally  produce  fores 
which  terminate  in  cancer  will  not  be 
difputed ;  but  we  are  not  from  this  to 
conclude,  either  that  the  matter  of  the 
two  difeafes  is  the  fame,  or  that  cancer 
mould  be  considered  as  a  fymptom  of  fy- 
philis. 

Befides  the  pains  refembling  rheuma- 
tifm,  which  occur  in  Lues  Venerea,  and 
of  which  we  had  occafion  to  fpeak  when 
treating  of  nodes  and  affections  of  the  pe- 
riofteum,  pains  of  a  different  kind  are 
apt  to  take  place  in  the  more  advanced 
ftages  of  the  difeafe.  They  do  not  remain 
fixed  or  permanent,  but  produce  {harp 
momentary  ftings,  without  leaving  fwell- 
ing  or  any  other  mark  behind  them.  They 
are  moft  frequent  in  the  neck,  temples, 
and  jaws.  In  the  latter  they  are  often 
fufpected  to  proceed  from  carious  teeth, 
when  on  examination  no  affection  of  this 
]$ind  can  be  perceived,  or  if  there  are 
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any,  no  relief  is  obtained  from  pulling 
them.  A  falling  out  of  the  teeth  has 
been  frequently  defcribed  as  a  fymptom 
of  Lues  Venerea,  but  I  have  never  met 
with  it  excepting  where  the  patient  had 
taken  a  great  deal  of  mercury,  and  where 
it  appeared  evidently  to  proceed  more 
from  the  medicine  than  from  the  dif- 
eafe. 

One  of  the  moft  frequent  fymptoms  of 
the  advanced  ftages  of  fyphilis  is  atro- 
phy, or  a  gradual  wafting  of  the  body. 
This  is  no  doubt  a  frequent  effect  of  a 
mercurial  courfe,  particularly  when  too 
much  of  the  medicine  has  been  exhibit- 
ed ;  but  it  is  alfo  a  fymptom  of  the  dif- 
eafe.  Even  where  little  or  no  mercury  has 
been  given  I  have  known  a  patient  be- 
come much  emaciated  in  the  courfe  of  a 
ihort  time.  From  a  ftate  of  obelity,  and 
with  a  healthy,  florid  complexion,  a  per- 
fon  will  in  fome  inftances  become  fud- 
denly  lean,  while  his  face  will  be  wan  or 
fallow,  as  if  the  velfels  were  altogether 
denrived  of  red  blood.    This  I  confider 
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as  one  of  the  moft  fatal  fymptoms  of  the 
difeafe,  from  which,  in  the  courfe  of  my 
obfervation,  few  or  none  have  ever  reco- 
vered. 

Irritability  and  refUefTnefs  are  two 
fymptoms  of  this  difeafe.  When  Lues 
Venerea  has  been  of  long  duration  the 
fyftem  becomes  fo  irritable  that  the  moft 
trifling  occurrences  prove  diftrefsful.  No 
application  can  be  given  to  bufinefs ; 
the  patient  becomes  fretful  and  uneafy, 
and  his  nights  are  fpent  in  watching. 

The  conftant  anxiety  which  takes  place 
here  is  often  connected  with  that  ilate  of 
atrophy  which  we  have  juft  defcribed.  It 
feems  in  fome  cafes  indeed  to  be  the  caufe 
of  it.  Being  always  accompanied  with 
an  entire  lofs  of  appetite  this  of  itfelf  foon 
reduces  the  body  to  the  moft  emaciated 
Hate. 

But  the  moft  univerfal  fymptom  of  the 
anomalous  kind  which  prevails  in  Lues 
Venerea  is  fever.  Nor  is  it  confined  to 
one  ftage  of  the  difeafe.  Occafionaily  it 
takes  place  in  all  of  them.    It  is  necef- 
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far/,  however,  to  remark,  that  fever  which 
occurs   in  the  commencement   of  the 
difcafe  is  very  diirerent  from  that  which 
mofh  frequently  prevails  afterwards.  The 
firft  may  more  properly  be  conhdered  as 
fymptomatic,  being  always  connected  with 
fome  local  affection,  fuch  as  bubo,  fore 
throat,  ulcer,  or  node,  while  the  other 
often  takes  place  where  no  other  mark  of 
the  difeafe  can  be  difcovered.    The  one 
therefore  fubhdes  along  with  the  particu- 
lar caufe  by  which  it  was  produced,  while 
the  other  continues  obfbinate  as  long  as 
the  virus  of  the  difeafe  remains  in  the 
conftitution.  It  is  this  laft, therefore,  which 
is  of  mod  importance,  and  merits  molt  of 
our  attention. 

This  fever  is  always  of  the  hectic  kind, 
and  accompanied  with  fome  colliquitive 
fymptom,'  particularly  with  nocturnal 
fweats.  Hence  the  patient  foon  becomes 
emaciated,  but  a  peculiarity  occurs  here 
not  met  with  in  others  fevers ;  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  patient  becomes  lan- 
guid and  reduced  he  is  commonly  able 
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to  tranfact  his  ordinary  bufinefs,  and  of- 
ten continues-  to  do  fo  for  a  confiderable 
time  after  tr.c  fever  has  taken  place.  He 
is  liable  to  alternate  fits  of  cold  and  heat; 
particularly  to  much  warmth  over  the 
whole  body  in  the  evening;  to  reftlefs- 
nefs  mx4  anxiety  during  the  night,  and  to 
a  conftant  quicknefs  of  pulfe  ;  but  thefe 
fymptoms,  while  they  do  not  come  to 
any  great  height,  do  not  excite  much 
alarm,  and  the  patient,  while  no  local  af- 
fection takes  place,  continues  daily  in  hopes 
of  getting  free  of  them. 

For  a  confiderable  time  both  the  patient 
and  practitioner  find  it  difficult  to  account 
for  thefe  fymptoms.  T^ey  ar^  often  attri- 
buted to  cold;  in  fome  cafes  to  an  incipient 
pthifis  ;  and  in  others  to  fcrophula.  Re- 
medies for  one,  or  perhaps  for  all  of  thefe 
difeafes,  are  accordingly  prefcribed,  and  no 
advantage  being  derived  from  them,  the 
real  caufe  of  the  fever  either  is  not  difco- 
vered,  or  at  laft  the  difeafe  breaks  cut  in 
fome  fuch  obvious  form  as  leaves  no  caufe 
for  doubt, 
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Among  other  reafons  of  this  uncertain- 
ty may  be  mentioned  an  opinion  which 
much  pains  has  been  taken  to  inculcate, 
and  which  of  late  has  unhappily  begun 
to  prevail  among  thofe  who  have  not  had 
Sufficient  opportunities  of  being  enabled 
to  judge  for  themfelves.    It  has  been  with 
much  confidence  aliened,  that  the  matter 
of  Lues  Venerea  cannot  exifh  in  the  fyf- 
ftem,  fo  as  to  induce  any  fymptom  of  diS- 
eafe,  without  mewing  itfelf  upon  the  fur- 
face  of  the  body,  or  in  fome  fuch  manner 
as  to  be  at  once  clear  and  evident.  We 
fhall  foon  have  occafion  to  enter  more 
fully  upon  the  confideration  of  this  ques- 
tion, but  at  prefent  I  may  obferve,  that  the 
opinion  to  which  I  allude,  although  Sup- 
ported with  fome  ingenuity,  appears  to  be 
altogether  void  of  foundation,  being  di- 
rectly contrary  to  the  obfervation  of  all 
practitioners  of  experience  ;  for  I  hold  it 
as  a  certainty  that  the  matter  of  Lues  Ve- 
nerea often  exifts  in  the  constitution  for  a 
great  length  of  time,  and  is  productive  of 
fever,  as  well  as  a  variety  of  other  Symp- 
toms, 
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toms,  where  no  local  affection  ever  enfues. 
It  may  happen  where  no  mercury  has  been 
employed ;  but  we  meet  with  it  moll  fre- 
quently where  this  medicine  has  been 
ufed,  but  not  in  fumcient  quantities  for 
effecting  a  total  removal  of  the  virus ; 
where  it  therefore  remains  in  the  fyflem, 
and  after  lurking  there  for  a  longer  or 
fhorter  period,  according  to  circumftances, 
either  breaks  out  early  in  an  obvious 
manner,  or  before  doing  fo  excites  fever 
or  fome  other  anomalous  fymptom  of  a 
ftill  lefs  fufpicious  nature. 

In  all  fuch  cafes  of  doubt  and  uncer- 
tainty we  muft  be  directed  entirely  by  the 
hiftory  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the. 
complaint,  and  by  our  own  obfervation 
*n  affections  of  a  fimilar  nature. 


SECT- 
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SECTION  III. 

Of  the  Venereal  Virus. 

HAVING  in  the  different  parts  of  the 
preceding  fection  given  a  defcription 
of  the  various  fymptoms  of  this  difeafe,  I 
fhall  now  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  the 
virus  by  which  they  are  produced. 

Of  the  real  nature  of  the  venereal  virus 
no  correct  knowledge  is  obtained  ;  and  as 
it  can  never  be  procured  in  a  fimple  flate 
we  can  fcarcely  expect  that  much  fatisfac- 
tion  would  refult  from  any  inquiries  that 
could  be  made  concerning  it.  We  meet 
with  it  mod  frequently  mixed  with  pus 
or  mucus,  and  fometimes  with  blood  and 
ferum  ;  but  fo  intimately  is  it  blended 
with  thefe  fluids,  and  fo  little  are  we  ac- 
quainted with  the  peculiar  appearances  of 

this 
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this  matter,  that  we  are  not  able  to  dif- 
tinguifh  it.  By  fome  the  matter  of  Lues 
Venerea  has  been  fuppofed  to  be  of  an 
acid  nature ;  others  conhder  it  as  an  al- 
kali. One  fet  of  practitioners  have  faid 
that  it  is  of  a  putrefcent  quality,  while 
others  affert  the  reverfe.  It  is  evident, 
however,  that  all  fuch  opinions  muft  be 
merely  hypothetical,  fo  long  as  the  matter 
to  be  investigated  cannot  be  made  obvious 
to  the  fenfes  in  an  uncombined  ftate. 

But  although  there  may  be  fome  cir- 
cumftances  relative  to  the  matter  of  fyphl- 
lis  which  we  may  never  be  able  to  explain, 
there  are  others  which  we  can  trace  with 
fome  precinon,  and  upon  which  I  now  mean 
to  make  a  few  obfervations.  The  circum- 
fiances  to  which  I  {hall  advert  refolve  them- 
felves  into  the  following  queftions  :  Upon 
what  parts  does  the  matter  of  fyphilis 
chiefly  act  in  producing  Lues  Venerea? 
When  received  into  the  fyftem  can  the 
poifon  remain  there  without  producing 
the  difeafe  ?  And  is  it  poflible  for  a  perfon 
with  the  virus  in  a  latent  ftate,  and  with- 
out 
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out  any  mark  of  difeafe,  to  communicate 
the  infection  to  others  ? 

Various  opinions  have  prevailed  upon 
the  manner  in  which  the  matter  of  difeafes 
enters  the  conftitution.  Some  contend 
that  it  is  taken  up  folely  upon  ths  furface 
of  the  body  ;  others  that  it  enters  perhaps 
entirely  by  the  lungs ;  while  fome  are  of 
opinion  that  a  great  proportion  of  difeafes 
take  their  origin  in  the  ftomach  and  ali- 
mentary canal.  But  the  point  upon  which, 
pathological  writers  have  chiefly  differed 
is,  Whether  the  matter  of  difeafe,  when  it 
lias  once  entered  the  fyftem,  acts  moft  par- 
ticularly upon  the  folids  or  fluids  ? 

The  humoural  pathology,  as  it  is  called, 
prevailed  univerfally  for  a  great  length  of 
time.  Difeafes  were  fuppofed  to  be  feat- 
ed  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  in  the  fluids  ; 
and  fo  generally  was  this  opinion  received, 
that  although  others  were  occasionally 
propofed,  they  were  considered  only  as 
innovations,  and  for  the  moft  part  foon 
fell  to  the  ground. 

Of 
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Of  late,  however,  the  oppofite  doctrine 
has  begun  to  be  more  generally  received, 
and  it  has  become  fafhionable  to  explain 
the  phenomena  of  every  difeafe,  and  the 
operation  of  almoft  every  medicine  em- 
ployed for  curing  them,  by  their  influence 
upon  the  folids.  To  me  it  appears  that 
both  opinions  have  been  carried  too  far ; 
and  while  one  party  have  fupported  one 
opinion,  and  the  other  the  very  reverfe, 
that  it  is  probable  no  difeafe  of  the  confti- 
tution  can  take  place  without  every  part 
of  the  fyftem  being  affected.  I  think  it 
evident,  however,  that  every  difeafe  pro- 
duced by  contagion  acts  firft  upon  the 
fluids,  and  that  the  folids  are  ultimately 
affected  in  a  fecondary  way  only. 

In  Lues  Venerea  this  appears  to  be 
ftill  more  clearly  the  cafe  than  can  be 
demonstrated  in  almoft  any  other  difeafe; 
a  circumftance,  however,  that  tends  to 
fupport  the  general  principle  of  the  doc- 
trine, even  where  this  kind  of  proof  can- 
not be  obtained  ;  for  if  it  obvioufly  hap- 
pens in  one  difeafe  where  the  matter  of 

in- 
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infection  can  be  clearly  mown  to  affect  the 
fluids  in  the  firft  inftance,  we  have  reafon 
from  analogy  to  conclude  that  it  may 
likewife  be  fo  in  others,  although  it  may 
not  from  a  concurrence  of  circumftances 
be  in  our  power  to  mow  it. 

To  enter  fully  upon  the  confideration 
of  this  doctrine,  a  greater  length  of  dif- 
cumon  would  be  reqtvired  than  the  na- 
ture of  this  work  will  admit.  I  mail 
therefore  only  mention  Ihortly  fuch  cir- 
cumftances  as  tend  moft  clearly  to  efta- 
blifh  the  opinion  which  I  adopt ;  and 
even  this  might  have  been  unnecelfary  if 
there  was  not  reafon  to  fuppofe  that 
much  inconfiftent  practice  would  be  the 
confequence  of  that  opinion  being  admit- 
ted, which  of  late  a  great  deal  of  pains 
has  been  taken  to  eftablifh. 

Whatever  may  be  the  cafe  in  other  dil- 
eafes,  that  the  fluids  are  chiefly  affected 
in  Lues  Venerea  is  rendered  evident  by 
rhe  following  circumftances. 


i.  The 
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i.  The  contagious  matter  of  this  dif- 
eafe  is  always  communicated  in  a  fluid 
form.    But  it  is  alleged,  although  this  is1 
the  cafe,  that  even  upon  its  firft  applica- 
tion it  mows  a  tendency  to  act  chiefly 
upon  the  folids,  by  exciting  inflammation 
wherever  It  is  applied.     This  appears,- 
however,  to  be  only  an  accidental,  not  an 
effential  property  of  the  matter ;  for  in- 
ftances  are  frequent,  as  we  have  already 
had  occaflon  to  remark,  in  which  it  en- 
ters the  fyftem  without  inducing  either 
inflammation  or  erofion.    By  the  acri- 
mony which  the  matter  feems  to  pofTefs 
inflammation  moil  frequently  takes  place 
on  the  fpot  to  which  it  is  applied,  by  which 
the  correlpondiiig  abforbents  are  with 
more  certainty  made  to  receive  it  than 
might  otherwife  be  the  Cafe ;  but  no  other 
conclufion  can  be  drawn  from  this.  It 
happens  here,  as  we  have  already  had  oc- 
calion  to  remark  on  the  practice  of  inno- 
culating  for  the  fmall  pOx,  that  the  mat-^ 
ter  of  infection  does  not  readily  enter  the 
fyftem  where  inflammation  is  not  excited  ; 
but  furely  few  will  fuppofe  that  we  would 
Vot.  II,  L  Mt 
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fail  in  producing  either  of  thefe  difeafes, 
were  we  poffeffed  of  any  method  of  intro- 
ducing the  matter  to  the  common  courfe 
of  circulation  without  exciting  inflamma- 
tion. Even  this,  however,  has  been  al- 
leged by  fome ,  but  bcfidcs  other  cir- 
cumftances  wVich  might  be  mentioned 
as  proofs  of  the  contrary,  the  cleareft  evi- 
dence of  it  is  obtained,  and  of  inflamma- 
tion not  being  effentially  necefTary  for  the 
production  of  fmall  pox,  from  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  natural  form  of  the  dif- 
eafe  ufually  appears,  where  no  inflamma- 
tion, or  any  other  local  affection  is  perceiv- 
ed till  the  difeafe  has  taken  place,  when  the 
firft  effects,  that  occur  from  it  are,  fever, 
and  quantities  of  matter  thrown  out  upon 
the  furface.  This  takes  place  in  a  more 
obvious  manner  in  fmall-pox,  but  it  alfo 
happens  in  Lues  Venerea,  in  which  a 
great  proportion  of  the  fymptoms  are  evi- 
dently produced  by  contagious  matter  of 
a  fimilar  nature  to  that  which  firft  entered 
the  lymphatics  at  the  time  of  infection,  for 
the  matter  produced  by  venereal  ulcers  and 

erup- 
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eruptions  will  very  certainly  produce  every 
fymptom'of  the  difeafe,  if  by  any  means 
it  is  thrown  into  the  fyftem  of  a  found 
perfon.  Of  this  every  practitioner,  I  pre- 
fume,  is  fo  much  convinced,  that  even 
thofe-who  have  thought  proper  in  theory 
to  fupport  a  contrary  opinion  would  not 
willingly  expofe  themfelves  to  the  hazard 
of  being  infected  with  matter  of  this 
kind. 

1.  It  has  been  a  queftion  agitated  with 
fome  warmth,  in  what  manner  does  the 
virus  act  on  being  conveyed  to  the  mafs 
of  blood  ?  At  one  period  fermentation 
was  confidered  as  a  principal  agent  in  pro- 
ducing difeafe.  The  matter  of  infection 
being  received  into  the  circulation,  it  was 
fuppofed  by  means  of  fermentation  to 
pofTefs  a  -power  of  converting  the  whole 
fluids  of  the  body  into  its  Own  nature. 
This  opinion,  however,  was  liable  to  va- 
rious objections,  and  particularly  to  this, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  fermen- 
tation can  go  on  in  fluids  in  circulation, 

L  2  In 
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In  a  ftate  of  extravafation  we  can  eafily 
fuppofe  that  it  may  happen;  but  while 
!  life  fubfifts  the  fluids  are  kept  in  fuch  per- 
petual motion  that  we  cannot  eafily  con- 
ceive how  fuch  a  procefs  can  take  place. 
But  although  fermentation,  in  the  full 
acceptation  of  the  word,  may  not  occur 
from  this  caufe,  I  think  it  highly  pro- 
bable that  the  matter  of  all  contagious 
difeafes,  and  more  efpecially  the  matter  of 
Lues  Venerea,  has  a  power  of  aflimilat- 
ing  to  its  own  nature  a  certain  portion, 
and  ultimately,  perhaps,  the  whole  fluids 
of  the  body. 

3.  This  power  may  be  quick  or  flow  in 
its  progrefs  according  to  a  variety  of  cir- 
cumflances,  but  which,  from  our  limit- 
ed knowledge  of  the  laws  of  the  animal 
ceconomy,  it  may  never  be  in  our  power 
to  afcertain* 

4.  While  the  quantity  of  matter  thus 
aflimilated  is  inconfiderable  no  marks  of 
difeafe  will  be  produced,  nor  will  any  ef- 
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feds  refuk  from  it  till  it  prevails  in  fuch 
quantity  as  to  be  capable  of  exciting  fome 
degree  of  morbid  irritability  in  the  living 
principle. 

5.  From  all  this  I  conceive  that  in 
Lues  Venerea  the  matter  of  contagion 
acts  in  the  firft  inftance  upon  the  fluids, 
and  that  the  foiids  are  not  otherwile  af- 
fected, than  in  being  excited  by  this  mor- 
bid ftate  of  the  fluids  to  fome  degree  of 
unufual  exertion  for  the  purpofe  of  throw- 
ing them  ofF,  by  which  eruptions  on  the 
ikin  are  produced,  with  ulcers  of  different 
parts,  as  well  as  all  the  other  fymptoms  of 
the  difeafe. 

6.  From  this  view  of  the  origin  of  Lues 
Venerea  we  account  for  the  matter  of 
contagion  remaining  longer  inactive  in 
fome  inftances  than  in  others.  Befides  any 
difference  which  may  take  place  in  the 
ftate  of  the  fluids  upon  which  the  matter 
has  to  act,  and  by  which  the  afhmilation 
~o  which  we  allude  may  be  accelerated  or 

L  3  re- 
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retarded,  the  different  degrees  of  irritabi- 
lity which  prevails  in  different  perfons, 
and  even  in  the  fame  perfon  at  different 
times,  will  alfo  co-operate  in  producing 
an  early  or  latter  formation  of  the  fymp- 
>:oms ;  for  while  fome  are  eafily  ftimulat- 
ed,  and  may  therefore  be  acted  upon  al- 
moit  as  fbon  as  the  matter  of  contagion 
enters  the  fyflem,  others  of  more  fluggifh 
temperaments  may,  for  the  production  of 
the  fame  effect,  require  the  matter  to  be 
accumulated  in  fuch  quantities  as  nothing 
but  a  great  length  of  time  can  accom- 
pli^, ;  * 'llS4 Ansahm  -L 

j.  It  may  be  faid  in  oppofition  to  this 
opinion,  that  as  foon  as  this  accumulated 
flate  of  morbid  matter  is  accomplifhed 
the  effects  of  it  ihould  appear  equally  up- 
on every  part  of  the  body;  for  the  fluids 
circulating  over  the  whole,  the  effects  of 
any  difeafe  to  which  they  are  liable  mould 
not  be  confined  to  particular  parts,  as  we 
find  to  be  the  cafe  in  Lues  Venerea.  To 
this  it  may  be  anfwered,  that  many  inex- 
plicable 
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pli cable  circumftances  occur  in  every  dif* 
eafe,  and  that  in  this  refpect  the  venereal 
difeafe  is  not  different  from  a  varied  of 
others  in  which  particular  parts  are  more 
apt  to  be  affected  than  others,  and  where 
it  is  equally  difficult  to  explain  why 
they  mould  be  fb.  Thus  it  is  as  impof- 
fible  to  fay,  why  the  matter  of  gout 
Ihould  fix  moft  frequently  upon  the  great 
toe  as  it  is  to  explain  the  cauie  of  the 
throat  and  nofe  being  particularly  apt  to 
fuffer  in  Lues  Venerea.  There  may  be 
fome  kind  of  attraction  between  particular 
parts  and  the  matter  of  certain  difeafes ; 
or  thefe  parts  may  be  more  eafily  irritat- 
ed than  others,  and  which  ever  of  thefe 
may  be  the  cafe  the  fame  confequences 
will  enfue. 

8.  It  is  afferted  by  thole  who  fupport  the 
contrary  opinion,  that  we  cannot  in  any 
inftance  difcover  the  caufe  of  difeafe  to  be 
in  the  fluids.  This  indeed  they  are  un- 
der the  ncceflity  of  doing  in  order  to  give 
the  appearance  of  probability  to  their 
theory    in  any  cafe.     By  difcovering 

L  4  there- 
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therefore,  that  this  affertion  is  ill- founds 
ed,  and  that  in  other  inftances  the  fluids 
are  obvioufly  affected,  we  might  from 
analogy  fay,  that  they  are  fo  in  Lues 
Venerea,  were  the  proofs  which  we  have 
adduced  of  it  lefs  evident  than  we  have 
fhown  them  to  be.     Now  the  action 
of  Several  other  poifons  is  rendered  evi- 
dent to  the  fenfes,    This  is  particularly 
the  cafe  with  the  poifon  of  different  kinds 
of  vipers  in  which  ferous  effufions  take 
place  in  different  parts  of  tfie  body,  often 
in  the  courfe  of  a  few  hours  from  the  time 
of  the  bite  being  inflicted,  and  in  which 
the  colour  of  the  whole  ferum  of  the  blood 
is  even  in  that  fhort  fpace  of  time  tinged 
of  a  morbid  yellow  colour. 

9.  They  who  are  of  opinion  that  the 
caufe  of  difeafe  is  not  feated  in  the  fluids 
are  under  the  necefhty  of  denying  in 
more  inftances  than  one,  what  in  Lues 
Venerea  is  well  known  to  be  matter 
of  fact.  They  are  obliged  to  fay  that 
the  blood  is  perfectly  found,  and  that  nei- 
ther this  fluid,  nor  any  of  the  fecretions 

pro- 
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produced  from  it,  are  capable  of  commu- 
nicating infection.  A  theory  being  once 
formed,  every  argument  that  militates 
againft  it  is  apt  to  be  overlooked,  while, 
in  order  to  fupport  it,  facts  are  explained 
away  in  a  manner  which  they  will  not 
bear.  This,  in  fome  inftances,  may  be 
followed  by  very  pernicious  confequen- 
ces,  particularly  where  fuch  modes  of  rea- 
foning  are  adopted  and  promulgated  by 
authors  of  ingenuity  and  reputation ;  and 
as  Mr.  Hunter  of  London  has  gone  farther 
than  any  other  author  in  fupport  of  the 
opinion  that  the  fyphilitic  virus  cannot  be 
conveyed  by  or  affect  the  fluids,  the  fol- 
lowing obfervations  will  relate  particu- 
larly to  his  work  •„ 

"  We  may  obferve  (fays  Mr.  Hun- 
ter), that  even  the  blood  of  a  pocky  per- 
fon  has  no  power  of  contaminating,  and 
is  not  capable  of  giving  the  difeafe  to  an- 
other even  by  inoculation:  for  if  it  were 
capable  of  irritating  a  found  fore  to  a  ve- 
nereal inflammation,  no  perfon  that  had 

*  Vide  a  quarto  edition,  publiflied  in  1786. 

this 
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this  matter  circulating,  or  had  the  Lues 
Venerea,  could  efcape  having  a  venereal 
fore,  whenever  he  is  bled,  or  receives  a 
{cratch  with  a  pin,  the  part  fo  wounded 
turning  into  a  chancre,  &c."  Vide  p.  292. 
Now  Mr.  Hunter  here  affumes  as  matter 
of  fact  what  is  not  the  cafe  ;  for  although 
all  wounds  inflicted  upon  patients  labour- 
ing under  Lues  Venerea  do  not  become  ve- 
nereal ulcers,  yet  frequently,  and  in  almoft 
every  inftance  of  the  more  advanced  ftate 
of  the  difeafe  they  do  fo.  I  have  at  this  time 
a  gentleman  under  my  care  whofe  cafe  af- 
fords an  inftance  of  this,  where  the  bites  of 
leeches  applied  to  the  fcrotum  on  account 
of  inflammation  of  one  of  the  teftes,  the 
confequence  of  Gonorrhoea,  degenerated 
into  venereal  fores.  This  I  informed  him 
would  not  have  happened  from  Gonor- 
rhoea alone.  And  upon  inquiry  he  ac- 
knowledged that  fix  months  ago  he  la- 
boured under  chancres  and  bubo,  for 
which  he  fufpected  that  he  had  not  ufed 
enough  of  mercury,  and  that  for  a  week 
pad  he  had  felt  uneafinefs  in  his  throat, 
where  I  found,  on  infpection,  that  an  ulcer 

had 


SecSt.  III.      Of  the  Venereal  Virus.  1 y  \ 

had  already  formed  on  one  of  the  ton- 
fils. 

In  the  courfe  of  bufinefs  I  have  met 
with  a  variety  of  fimilar  cafes,  and  every 
practitioner  muft  have  done  fo.  It  muft 
be  remarked,  however,  that  we  have  fel- 
dom  occafion  to  take  blood,  either  with 
the  lancet  or  leeches,  in  fymptoms  truly 
venereal.  It  is  in  Gonorrhoea  chiefly  that 
this  remedy  becomes  neceffary ;  a  cir- 
cumftance,  I  may  obferve,  that  affords  a 
farther  proof  of  the  difference  of  the  two 
difeafes  ;  for  while  the  fymptoms  in  Go- 
norrhoea are  often  fo  acute,  and  the  in- 
flammation fo  violent,  as  to  render  it  ne- 
cefTary to  difcharge  a  good  deal  of  blood, 
this  almofl  never  happens  in  Lues  Vene- 
rea, a  difeafe  in  which  the  parts  affected 
become  red  and  of  a  copper-colour,  ac- 
companied with  fome  degree  of  uneafi- 
nefs,  but  in  which  that  kind  of  inflam- 
mation requiring  blood-letting  fcarcely 
ever  takes  place. 

Mr.  Hunter  was  refolved,  however,  not 
to  reft  fatisfied  with  afferting  that  the 

blood 
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blood  of  a  venereal  patient  could  not  com- 
municate infection.  In  the  fame  page, 
viz.  292,  he  even  fays,  that  the  matter 
produced  by  fuch  ulcers  at  occur  in  Lues 
Venerea  is  not  venereal,  and  that  it  will 
not  produce  the  difeafe.  That  there  may 
be  no  fufpicion  of  miftake  on  my  part,  I 
{hall  tranfcribe  his  words.  "  When  the 
matter  has  got  into  the  conftitution  it 
from  thence  produces  many  local  effects 
on  different  parts  of  the  body,  which  are 
in  general  a  kind  of  inflammation,  or  at 
leaft  an  increafed  action,  occafioning  a 
fuppuration  of  its  own  kind ;  it  is  fup- 
pofed  that  the  matter  produced  in  confe- 
quence  of  thefe  inflammations,  fimilar  to 
the  matter  from  a  Gonorrhoea  or  chancre, 
is  alfo  venereal  and  poifonous.  This  I 
believe  till  now  has  never  been  denied, 
and  upon  the  firft  view  of  the  fubject,  one 
would  be  inclined  to  fuppofe  that  it  real- 
ly fliould  be  venereal ;  for  firft  the  vene- 
real matter  is  the  caufe ;  and  again  the 
fame  treatment  cures  both  difeafes  ;  thus 
mercury  cures  both  a  chancre  andLues  Ve- 
nerea : 
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nerea  ;  however,  this  is  no  decifive  proof, 
as  mercury  cures  many  difeafes  befides 
the  venereal.  On  the  other  hand,  there 
are  many  ftrong  reafons  for  believing  that 
the  matter  is  not  venereal.  There  is  one 
curious  fact,  which  mows  it  is  either  not 
venereal,  or  if  it  be,  that  it  is  not  capable 
of  acting  in  fome  refpects  on  the  body  or 
fame  flate  of  conftitution,  as  that  matter 
does  which  is  produced  from  a  chancre  or 
Gonorrhoea.  The  pus  from  thefe  latter, 
when  abforbed,  generally  produces  a  bu- 
bo, as  has  been  defcribed,  but  we  never 
find  a  bubo  from  the  abforption  of  matter 
from  a  pocky  fore ;  for  inftance,  when 
there  is  a  venereal  ulcer  in  the  throat  we 
have  no  buboes  in  the  glands  of  the  neck; 
when  there  are  venereal  fores  on  the 
arms,  or  even  fuppurating  nodes  on  the 
ulna,  there  are  no  fwellings  of  the  glands 
of  the  arm  pit,  although  fuch  will  take 
place  if  frefh  venereal  matter  is  applied  to 
a  common  fore  on  the  arm,  hand,  or  fin- 
gers, &c." 

Now 
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Now  all  this  is  fuch  loofe  reafoning  as 
could  not  have  been  looked  for  in  a  man 
of  Mr.  Hunter's  experience  and  obferva- 
tion.  His  overlooking  every  argument 
militating  againft  his  favourite  theory- 
can  alone  account  for  it.  If  the  facl:  be 
not  general  no  dependence  can  be  placed 
upon  it.  If  it  be  general  it  is  not  cu- 
rious :  neither  is  it  the  cafe  that  the  mat- 
ter of  chancres  and  Gonorrhoea  generally 
produces  buboes.  The  matter  of  chancres 
often  does,  but  it  much  more  frequently 
does  not ;  and  few  practitioners,  I  believe, 
will  fay  that  buboes  are  frequent  confe- 
quences  of  Gonorrhoea. 

I  cannot  fay  what  may  have  been  the 
refult  of  Mr.  Hunter's  experience,  but  I 
have  met  with  many  infl&nces  of  buboes, 
or  fwelled  glands,  in  the  thigh,  axilla, 
and  neck, as  obvioufly produced  by  fores  in 
the  feet,  legs,  hands,  and  throat,  as  buboes 
commonly  are  in  the  groin  from  chancres 
on  the  penis.  But  admitting  that  the  oc- 
currence is  not  frequent,  flill  this  is  no 
reafon  for  fuppoflng  that  the  matter  of 

theft 
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thefe  fores  is  not  venereal.  If  the  mat- 
ter be  not  abforbed  no  more  harm  will 
enfae  from  it  than  if  it  had  never  been 
formed ;  and  in  fection  II.  of  this  chapter 
I  have  mown  that  it  is  not  fo  frequently 
abforbed  as  the  matter  of  chancres.  The 
reafon  of  this  I  have  alfo  endeavoured  to 
explain,  by  mewing,  that  fome  degree  of 
irritation  is ,  required  for  the  purpofe  of 
exciting  the  abforbents  to  action ;  and  as 
the  matter  of  Lues  Venerea  feems  to  pof- 
fefs  very  little  power  of  exciting  irrita- 
tion, excepting  fuch  as  is  produced  by  the 
primary  fores  of  the  difeafe,  it  is  accord- 
ingly feldom  abforbed,  and  ftill  lefs  fre- 
quently does  it  produce  buboes  ;  for  being 
of  a  mild  nature  it  does  not  fo  readily  lli- 
mulate  the  lymphatics,  fo  as  to  produce 
obstructions  in  the  glands  as  it  goes  along. 

Mr.  Hunter  would  have  found  it  diffi- 
cult, or  even  impomble,  to  explain  con- 
fidently with  his  theory  of  the  difeafe,  a 
number  of  circumftances  which  we  daily 
obferve.  He  therefore  denies  that  they 
exift ;  and  he  feems  to  have  no  difficulty 

in 
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in  doing  fo,  even  where  they  are  ad- 
mitted by  all  unbiafed  practitioners.  In 
page  291,  he  fays,  "  it  is  alfo  fuppofed 
that  a  foetus  in  the  womb  of  a  pocky  mo- 
ther may  be  infected,  and  have  the  dif- 
eafe  from  her,  as  it  were  naturally  in- 
terwoven with  it.  This  I  mould  doubt 
very  much,  &c."  And  in  page  295,  he 
fays,  "  It  has  been  fuppofed,  and  alfert- 
ed  from  obfervation,  that  ulcers  in  the 
mouths  of  children  from  a  conftitutional 
difeafe,  which  conftitutional  difeafe  wa3 
fuppofed  to  be  derived  from  the  parent, 
produced  the  fame  difeafe  upon  the  nipples 
of  women  who  had  been  fucked  by  them, 
giving  it  as  it  were  at  the  third  hand ; 
that  is,  the  children  were  contaminated 
either  by  their  mother's  or  father's  having 
the  difeafe  in  form  of  a  Lues  Venerea,  of 
which  I  have  endeavoured  to  {how  the 
impoffibility." 

Mr.  Hunter  has  certainly/endeavoured  to 
fhew  the  impoffibility  of  this,  for  his  fyf* 
tern  could  not  otherwife  have  had  the  leaft 
plaufible  appearance ;  but  none,  except- 
ing 
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ing  fuch  as  have  not  had  opportunities  of 
being  able  to  form  judgments  for  them- 
lelves,  will  fay  that  he  has  proved  flic* 
celsful.  If  I  can  give  credit  to  any  fact 
with  which  I  am  acquainted  I  muft  be- 
lieve in  this,  that  children  may  receive, 
and  frequently  do  receive  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe  from  their  parents  labouring  under 
it  in  a  conftitutional  form ;  and  that  ul- 
cers in  the  mouths  of  thefe  children  will, 
and  frequently  do  produce  the  fame  dif- 
eafe  upon  the  nipples  of  women  whom 
they  fuck.  Nay,  that  thefe  will  give 
it  again  to  other  children,  and  thefe 
children  to  other  nurfes  ;  circumflances 
which  I  have  fo  frequently  witnefTed,  fo 
ftrongly  marked,  and  followed  by  confe- 
quences  fo  diftrefsful  to  innocent  fuffer- 
ers,  that  I  cannot  help  expremng  aftonifh- 
ment  that  a  practitioner  of  any  experience 
mould  entertain  a  doubt  of  their  exift- 
ence. 

Mr.  Hunter,  in  page  296,  proceeds  to 
fay,  with  fome  appearance  of  exultation, 
as  judging  it  to  be  an  unanfwerable  argu- 
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ment,  that  were  it  poflible  to  contaminate 
once  in  this  way  it  would  be  pomble  to 
contaminate  for  ever;"  a  circumftance 
which  he  feems  to  conlider  as  ridiculous  : 
But  furely  all  this  would  happen.  Nurfes 
and  children  infected  in  this  manner 
would  undoubtedly  continue  to  communis 
cate  the  contagion  to  others  as  long  as 
they  were  not  cured  of  the  difeafe.  Nor 
would  there  be  any  thing  in  all  this  that 
does  not  daily  happen ;  and  in  whatever 
way  the  difeafe  is  communicated  we  have 
reafon  to  think  that  it  would  be  the  cafe. 

In  order  I  fuppofe  to  convince  others 
that  he  himfelf  at  lead  is  convinced  of 
the  opinion  which  he  fupports  being  well 
founded,  Mr.  Hunter,  in  p.  12,  goes  even 
farther  than  any  thing  I  have  yet  mention- 
ed :  That  the  venereal  difeafe  is  to  be  pro- 
pagated only  by  matter  is  proved  every 
day,  he  fays,  by  a  thoufand  inltances. 
And  in  the  belief  of  this  being  the  cafe 
he  afterwards  obferves,  that  he  has  gone 
fo  far  as  to  allow  married  men  who  bstd 

con- 
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contracted  the  difeafe  to  cohabit  with 
their  wives,  .in  order  to  fave  appearances* 
and  always  with  fafety :  Nay,  that  he 
could  carry  this  (till  farther,  and  allow  a 
married  man  who  has  a  Gonorrhoea  to 
have  connection  with  a  found  woman,  if 
lie  took  care  to  have  all  the  parts  cleared 
of  matter,  by  fyringing  the  urethra,  mak- 
ing water,  and  warning  the  glans. 

I  believe  with  Mr.  Hunter,  and  every 
practitioner  perhaps  will  do  fo,  that  the 
rifk  of  communicating  infection  will  not 
be  fo  considerable  where  no  matter  is  form- 
ed as  where  ulceration  actually  takes  place; 
but  I  alfo  know,  that  a  woman  would  run 
much  rifk  of  being  injured  by  cohabiting 
with  a  man  whofe  blood  was  infected 
with  matter  of  fyphilis,  although  no  local 
marks  of  it  mould  appear,  for  I  have  met 
with  various  instances  of  it ;  and  I  alfo 
know  from  a  variety  of  facts,  that  both 
father  and  mother,  in  fituations  fuch  as 
this,  and  where  no  bad  fymptoms  were 
ever  perceived,  have  communicated  the" 
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difeafe  to  the  foetus.  Where  this  has  hap- 
pened from  the  mother  being  infected, 
the  matter  of  contagion  mud  pafs  from 
the  mother  to  the  child  along  with  the 
blood ;  but  where  it  takes  place  from  the 
father,  as  is  molt  frequently  the  cafe, 
there  is  no  other  mode  by  which  it  can 
be  conveyed  but  by  the  fern  en.  We  fhall 
have  occafion,  however,  to  make  fome 
farther  obfervations  upon  this  fubject 
when  treating  of  Lues  Venerea  in  new- 
born infants. 

From  all  that  I  have  faid,  I  think  it 
will  appear  that  the  matter  of  contagion 
in  Lues  Venerea,  in  the  firft  place,  acts 
upon  the  blood  alone  ;  that  by  accumu- 
lation it  comes  to  irritate  the  folids  or  con- 
taining parts,  and  in  this  manner  that  ef- 
fuiions  and  confequent  ulcerations  are 
produced ;  that  the  venereal  poifon  may 
remain  long  latent  in  the  fyllem ;  that 
this  will  depend  upon  the  irritability  of 
the  perfon,  as  well  as  upon  the  particular 
ftate  of  the  fluids  at  the  time,  by  which 
they  may  be  more  or  lefs  liable  to  the  af- 
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fimilating  effects  of  the  matter  of  conta- 
gion ;  and  laftly,  that  there  is  no  caufe 
of  doubt  that  a  perfon  with  the  virus  in 
this  latent  ftate,  and  without  any  exter- 
nal mark  of  difeafe,  will  communicate  the 
infection  to  others. 


SECTION  IV. 

Of  the  Remedies  ufed  in  Lues  Venerea, 

§  I.  General  Obfervatiofis. 

A  S  no  difeafe  has  engaged  more  qf  the 
attention  of  practitioners  than  Lues 
Venerea,  fo  there  are  perhaps  none  in 
which  more  remedies  have  been  employ- 
ed. Towards  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tury, when  the  firft  accurate  defcription 
was  given  of  this  difeafe,  a  great  variety 
of  remedies  was  propofed  for  it  j  and  as  it 
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daily  increafed  in  violence  till  the  ufe  of 
mercury  was  introduced,  fcarcely  an  ar- 
ticle in  the  materia  medica  was  left  un-r 
tried  in  the  fhort  fpace  which  elapfed  be- 
tween this  period  and  the  fortunate  dif- 
povery  of  this  powerful  antidote. 

Even  long  fubfecjuent  to  this  many 
new  remedies  were  brought  forth;  for 
while  mercury  feldom  fails  of  curing  the 
difeafe,  it  was  foon  found  to  be  produc- 
tive of  many  inconveniences.  Every 
country  has  accordingly  been  ranfacked, 
j^ut  after  all  the  researches  that  have  been 
made,  the  number  of  articles  employed  in 
modern  practice  for  the  cure  of  this  dif- 
eafe  is  very  few  ;  and  it  is  thefe  only 
which  I  now  mean  to  mention.  The 
others,  having  been  found  either  altoge- 
ther inefficacious,  or  comparatively  of 
weak  powers  to  thofe  which  are  retain- 
ed, have  neceffarily  fallen  into  difufe,  fo 
that  now  it  would  be  confidered  as  fuper- 
fluous  to  fpeak  of  them. 

The  only  antifiphilitic  medicines  now 
in  general  ufe  are  mercury,  guaicum,  far- 
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faparilla,  mefereon,  and  opium  :  Of  each 
of  which  I  fhall  fpeak  feparately. 

§  2.  Mercury. 


I.  General  Obfervations  upon  Mercury. 

Mercury  having  been  long  employed 
for  the  cure  of  a  variety  of  herpetic  affec- 
tions, we  are  not  furprifed  at  finding  it 
early  introduced  in  the  treatment  of  Lues 
Venerea,  in  which  the  moft  obvious  of 
the  fymptoms  chiefly  affects  the  integu- 
ments of  the  body.  Befides,  as  it  was 
univerfally  known  to  be  one  of  the  moft 
active  medicines  that  had  ever  been  made 
ufe  of,  we  can  eafily  fuppofe  that  practi- 
tioners would  fbon  be  induced  to  em- 
ploy it  for  the  removal  of  a  difeafe 
which  refilled  the  effects  of  every  other 
remedy. 
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Mercury  in  its  crude  (late  is  found  to 
be  nearly  inert,  or  not  capable  of  pro-r 
during  any  active  effect,  infomuch  that  it 
may  be  taken  into  the  Ilomach  in  very 
confiderable  quantities.  It  has  been  fwal- 
lowed  to  the  extent  of  feveral  pounds 
weight,  and  repeated  daily  for  two  or 
three  weeks  together  with  fcarcely  any 
effect  being  perceived  from  it;  fo  that 
wherever  it  has  proved  active  when  ufed 
in  this  ftate,  as  in  a  few  infbances  has  hap- 
pened, it  muft  probably  have  been  in 
confequence  of  its  meeting  with  fome  un- 
ufual  degree  of  acidity  in  the  ftomach  or 
inteftines. 

This  inactivity  of  mercury  in  a  crude 
ftate  feems  to  depend  entirely  upon  its 
infolubility  in  the  fluids  which  it  ufually 
meets  with  in  the  human  body.  In  this 
ftate  it  either  is  not  abforbed,  or  if  ab- 
forbed,  by  not  being  foluble  it  remains 
inert. 

I  mall  afterwards  point  out  the  diffe- 
rent means  employed  for  rendering  mer- 
cury active,  and  for  introducing  it  in7 
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to  the  fyftem,  but  previous  to  this  it 
will  be  proper  to  offer  a  few  obfervations 
upon  the  ordinary  effects  of  mercury,  and 
upon  the  different  opinions  which  have 
prevailed  refpecting  its  mode  of  action  in 
curing  the  venereal  difeafe. 

II,  Of  the  Ejfecls  of  Mercury  upon  the  Hu- 
man Body. 

One  of  the  moft  certain  effects  of  mer- 
cury is,  that  it  acts  as  a  cure  for  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe.  It  fo  feldom  fails  indeed, 
that  when  it  happens  not  to  fucceed,  as 
occafionally  is  the  cafe,  we  are  apt  to  fup- 
pofe  that  this  proceeds  either  from  the 
medicine  not  having  been  properly  admi- 
niftered ;  from  its  not  having  been  given 
in  fufHcient  quantity  ;  or  from  the  com- 
plaints for  which  it  is  ufed  not  being  alto- 
gether venereal. 

Befides  this,  mercury  is  perhaps  one  of 
the  moft  univerfal  ftimulants  with  which 
re  are  acquainted.    Even  in  fmall  quan- 
tities 
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tides  it  often  excites  heat  over  the  whole 
body,  quicknefs  of  pulfe,  and  other  fymp- 
toms  of  fever. 

It  is  alfo  a  very  powerful  evacuant.  O- 
ther  medicines  act  with  equal  certainty 
upon  particular  organs,  of  which  we  have 
examples  in  the  effect  of  ipecacuan  upon 
the  flomach,  and  of  jalap,  aloes,  and  other 
purgatives  upon  the  inteftines ;  but  we 
know  of  none  which  fo  generally  affects 
all  the  fecretions.  Almoft  all  preparations 
of  mercury  will  act  as  purgatives.  Theyt 
alfo  produce  ficknefs,  naufea,  and  vomit- 
ing. They  often  excite  an  increafed  dis- 
charge of  urine  ;  and  few  medicines  ope- 
rate with  more  certainty  upon  the  fkin, 
for  they  can  fcarcely  be  employed  with- 
out being  productive  of  fome  degree  of 
diaphorefis. 

The  molt  remarkable  effect,  however, 
which  we  perceive  from  mercury  is  an 
increafed  difcharge  of  faliva;  and  it  is 
perhaps  the  only  medicine  which  from  in- 
ternal exhibition  is  known  to  act  with 
any  certainty  upon  this  fecretion.    It  firft 

ex- 
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excites  fome  degree  of  fcetor  in  the  breath, 
which  is  often  accompanied  with  a  gentle 
naufea,  and  very  commonly  with  the 
tafte  of  copper.  The  gums  become  red, 
full,  and  fomewhat  tender.  The  falivary 
glands  become  hard  and  turgid,  and  at 
laft  an  increafed  flow  of  faliva  takes  place, 
accompanied  with  a  good  deal  of  pain  in 
chewing,  and  with  a  loofe  vacilating  ftate 
of  the  teeth.  For  the  molt  part  this  in- 
creafed quantity  of  faliva  bears  fome  pro- 
portion to  the  quantity  of  mercury  that 
has  been  exhibited ;  but  this  does  not  al- 
ways happen,  for  occafionally  we  meet 
with  cafes  in  which  a  very  great  and  long 
continued  difcharge  of  faliva  is  excited  by 
the  fmalleft  dofe  of  mercury  that  is  ufually 
given. 

In  fuch  inflances,  if  the  farther  exhibi- 
tion of  the  medicine  be  not  managed  with 
much  caution,  befides  a  great  flow  of  fa- 
liva, and  fwelling  of  the  falivary  glands, 
a  very  diftrefsful  tumefaction  takes  place 
pyey  all  the  contiguous  parts,  and  parti- 
cularly 
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cularly  of  the  tongue  and  fauces.  This 
alfo  happens  wherever  mercury  is  given 
in  too  great  quantities,  and  efpecially  if 
the  patient  is  fuddenly  and  unexpectedly 
expofed  to  cold  or  dampnefs.  Where  this 
takes  place  to  any  confiderable  degree  the 
whole  furface  of  the  mouth  over  all  the 
infide  of  the  cheeks,  the  tongue,  uvula, 
and  gums,  are  apt  to  ulcerate,  and  the  mat- 
ter which  enfues  from  mixing  with  the 
faliva  gives  it  both  an  additional  fcetor 
and  an  ugly,  fanious  appearance. 

Befides  the  ufual  fymptoms  of  fever 
mercury  is  apt  to  excite  reftleffnefs,  an- 
xiety, general  debility,  and  a  very  diftrefs- 
ful  irritable  ftate  of  the  whole  fyftem. 

Thefe  are  the  ordinary  effects  of  mer- 
cury, and  we  mall  prefently  have  occafion 
to  fee  that  in  the  treatment  of  Lues  Ve- 
nerea one  of  the  greatefl  difficulties  we 
meet  with  is  the  management  of  this  me- 
dicine ;  for  while  the  cure  of  the  difeafe 
often  requires  it  to  be  given  in  confider- 
able quantities,  the  conftitution  is  apt  to 

be 
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be  materially  injured  if  it  be  not  exhibit- 
ed with  the  greater!  care  and  attention. 

III.  Of  the  Operation  of  Mercury  in  the  Cure 
of  Lues  Venerea. 

Various  opinions  have  been  offered  of 
the  action  of  mercury  in  the  cure  of  this 
difeafe.  It  would  be  foreign  to  our  pur- 
pofe,  however,  to  enter  minutely  into  the 
confideration  of  any  of  them.  I  mean 
therefore  to  make  only  a  few  obfervations 
upon  fuch  as  have  been  moll  generally 
received,  and  chiefly  upon  that  which  in 
my  opinion  ought  to  be  adopted. 

1.  Some  have  imagined  that  mercury 
acts  chiefly  in  the  cure  of  Lues  Venerea 
by  exciting  a  dhTolved  or  putrid  flate  of 
the  fluids,  which  they  conceive  to  be  a 
ftate  favourable  for  the  peccant  or  morbid 
matter  of  the  difeafe  being  thrown  off 
from  the  fyflem. 

The 
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The  chief  foundation  of  this  opinion  is 
the  foetor  which  we  commonly  perceive  in 
the  breath  of  patients  under  a  courfe  of 
mercury,  and  the  increafe  with  which  it 
is  ufually  attended  of  almoft  all  the  fecre- 
tions. 

When  we  find,  however,  that  whatever 
excites  a  quickened  ftate  of  the  circulation 
is  commonly  productive  of  an  increafe  to 
all  the  fecretions,  and  knowing  that  a 
quicknefs  of  pulfe  is  a  very  common  effect 
of  mercury,  we  conclude,  that  upon  this 
principle  this  effect  of  the  medicine  is 
more  clearly  explained  than  by  any  other 
opinion  that  has  yet  been  fuggelted.  Be- 
fides,  we  know  from  actual  obfervation 
that  the  blood,  during  a  considerable  part 
of  a  courfe  of  mercury,  inftead  of  being 
thin  and  diifolved,  is  of  a  more  firm  tex- 
ture than  it  ufually  is  in  health.  Mer- 
cury, when  long  continued  indeed,  never 
fails  to  excite  much  langour  and  debility, 
with  many  of  the  correfponding  fymp- 
toms  of  a  putrefcent  or  fcorbutic  diathe- 
fis  ;  but  as  many  of  the  fymptoms  of  fy- 
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philis  are  daily  cured  without  this  taking 
place,  there  is  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  this 
effect  of  mercury  tipon  the  fyftem  is  in  no 
way  neceffary  for  the  cure  of  the  difeafe. 

In  confirmation  of  this  we  may  remark, 
that  all  the  flighter  degrees  of  Lues  Ve- 
nerea are  often  removed,  and  in  fome  in- 
flances  cured, without  even  the  faliva  being 
increafed  in  quantity  or  affected  with 
fcetor  :  nay,  a  peculiarity  of  conftitution 
fometimes  occurs  in  which  we  cannot  in- 
duce either  falivation  or  fcetor  of  breath 
by  all  the  mercury  that  we  dare  venture 
to  give,  and  ftill  the  cure  of  the  difeafe 
goes  on,  although  not  fo  fpeedily,  yet  with 
equal  certainty  as  if  thefe  ordinary  effects 
of  the  remedy  had  been  regularly  induced. 

2.  The  fymptoms  of  Lues  Venerea 
being  conndered  by  fome  as  the  effect  of 
a  peculiar  irritation  excited  by  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  poifon  in  the  fyftem,  they 
have  alfo  ventured  to  fay  that  mercury 
cures  the  venereal  irritation,  as  they  term 

it, 
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it,  by  producing  an  irritation  of  a  different 
kind*  ..  .  . 

The  reafoning,  however,  which  has  been 
employed  in  fupport  of  this  opinion  feems 
to  be  altogether  hypothetical,  and  directly 
contrary  to  many  facts  which  fall  daily 
within  our  obfervation  in  the  treatment  of 
this  difeafe. 

Local  pains  may  for  a  time  be  fufpend- 
ed,  or  they  may  even  be  removed  altoge- 
ther, by  irritation  of  a  different  kind  being 
excited  either  in  the  contiguous  or  fome 
more  diflant  parts  of  the  body  ;  but  we 
know  of  no  conftitutional  difeafe  that  has 
hitherto  been  cured  by  fuch  means.  This 
affords,  therefore,  much  caufe  to  fuppofe 
that  the  opinion  is  ill-founded  when  ap- 
plied to  the  action  of  mercury  in  the  cure 
of  Lues  Venerea ;  for  when  no  fuch  ef- 
fect is  found  to  take  place  in  other  dif- 
eafes,  we  cannot,  without  the  ftrongeft 
proofs  were  given  of  it,  be  led  to  imagine 

*  Vide  Mr.  Hunter's  Treatife  on  the  Venereal 
Difeafe. 
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that  any  thing  fo  very  unufual  mould  take 
place  here.  Mr.  Hunter  indeed  gives  as 
the  chief  reafon  which  he  fuggefts  in  fup- 
port  of  his  opinion,  that  "  the  difeafe 
"  can  in  many  cafes  be  cured  by  railing 
"  a  violent  ftimulus  of  another  kind 
I  muft  fay,  however,  that  I  never  met  with 
an  inftance  of  this,  nor  have  I  been  able  to 
hear'of  any  who  have  done  fo  ;  neither  has 
Mr.  Hunter,  in  treating  of  the  method  of 
cure,  mentioned  any  article  for  die  pur- 
pofe  of  curing  the  difeafe  in  this  manner. 

The  opinion  leems  to  have  arifen  from 
mercury  being  known  to  act  as  a  very 
powerful  ftimulant ;  but  although  this 
will  be  very  generally  admitted,  yet  it  is 
alfo  well  known  that  this  ftimulating  ef- 
fect- is  not  only  unnecelfary  for  the  cure 
of  Lues  Venerea,  but  that  it  is  one  of  the 
moft  diftrefsful  occurrences  that  we  meet 
with  in  the  treatment  of  this  difeafe,  and 
that  the,  more  we  can  counteract  it,  con- 
fiftently  with  the  quantity  of  the  medi- 
cine to  be  given,  the  more  certainly  do  we 

*  Vide  p.  365. 
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fucceed.  So  evidently  is  this  the  cafe  that 
it  may  be  confidered  as  one  of  the  princi- 
pal denderata  in  this  branch  of  practice,  a 
means  of  throwing  mercury  in  an  active 
ftate  into  the  fyftem,  and  in  fuflicient 
quantity  for  the  fpeedy  cure  of  the  dif- 
eafe  without  producing  thefe  ftimulating 
effects.  Were  we  polfefled  of  this  the 
cure  of  Lues  Venerea  would  be  accom- 
plished with  eafe,  and  probably  in  one 
half  of  the  time  that  is  now  found  necef. 
fary.  With  the  affiftance  of  anodynes  we 
in  fbme  degree  counteract  the  ftimulating 
property  of  mercury,  but  the  moft  power- 
ful we  can  employ,  even  opium  itfelf,is  not 
altogether  fufflcient ;  fo  that  we  fucceed 
only  by  exhibiting  the  medicine  in  fmall 
quantities,  and  interrupting  the  ufe  of  it 
altogether  whenever  it  excites  much  fever, 
or  proves  othcrwife  fo  powerfully  ftimu- 
lating as  to  be  productive  of  much  un- 
eafmefs. 

Another  obvious  proof  may  be  men- 
tioned of  this  ftimulating  property  of  mer- 
cury being  in  no  degree  neceflary  for  the 
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cure  of  Lues  Venerea.  From  time  to  time 
we  meet  with  conftitutions  in  which  none 
of  the  ufual  effects  of  mercury  are  ever 
produced,  and  yet  even  in  thefe  it  does 
not  fail  of  curing  the  difeafe.  We  have 
already  had  occafion  to  remark  that  in 
fome  neither  falivation  nor  fcetor  of  breath 
takes  place  from  mercury  ;  but  I  have  alfo 
met  with  many  in  whom  it  acts  with  per- 
fect certainty  in  the  cure  of  Lues  Venerea, 
although  it  neither  tends  to  quicken  the 
circulation  nor  to  increafe  any  of  the  le- 
cretions.  In  all  fuch  cafes  too  the  cure  is 
accomplished  with  more  eafe  than  where 
mercury  operates  in  the  ufual  way ;  and 
it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  although  all 
the  more  acrid  preparations  of  mercury 
will  cure  the  difeafe,  yet  their  ftimulating 
properties  are  found  to  be  fo  hurtful  and 
unneceffary  that  almoft  by  the  univerfal 
confent  of  practitioners  they  are  now  ge- 
nerally laid  afide. 

We  may  farther  remarkj  that'  if  mer- 
cury acted  in  the  cure  of  Lues  Venerea  by 
the  irritation  which  it  excites,  other  ftimu- 
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lants  ought  alfo  to  do  fo ;  but  we  have 
not  one  authenticated  inftance,  either  of  a 
{ingle  ftimulant  or  of  any  combination  of 
medicines  of  this  clafs  having  ever  accom- 
plifhed  a  cure,  and  which  we  cannot  fup- 
pofe  would  have  been  the  cafe  were  the 
opinion  which  we  are  now  confidering  well 
founded. 

3.  Mercury  being  fpecifically  much 
heavier  than  any  of  the  fluids  of  the  hu- 
man body,  it  was  a  prevailing  idea  with 
many  that  it  operated  chiefly  in  the  cure 
of  Lues  Venerea  by  its  weight.  This  opi- 
nion, however,  feems  to  be  equally  ill- 
founded  with  the  one  we  have  juft  been 
confidering.  It  has  not  been  found  that 
other  articles  of  equal  or  greater  ponde- 
rofity  cure  this  difeafe.  It  is  difficult,  or 
even  impoffible,  to  conceive  that  any  me- 
dicine can  prove  ufeful  merely  from  its 
weight ;  and  we  have  no  inftance  proper- 
ly authenticated  of  mercury  having  ever 
been  difcovercd  in  any  of  our  fluids  in  a 
metalic  form. 

I  may 
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I  may  alfo  obferve,  that  the  real  weight 
of  mercury  that  enters  the  fyftem  in  any 
cafe  of  Lues  Venerea  mull,  for  the  molt 
part,  be  very  inconfiderable.  Where  the 
more  active  preparations  of  it  are  employ- 
ed this  is  particularly  the  cafe ;  but  even 
where  triturated  mercury  is  ufed  inter- 
nally, the  form  now  in  common  practice, 
we  feldom  find  it  necefTary  to  exceed  three 
or  four  drachms,  and  this  requiring  the 
fpace  of  fix,  eight,  or  ten  weeks,  the  quan- 
tity in  the  conflkution  at  any  one  time 
muft  at  all  times  be  trifling. 

4.  The  mod  prevalent  opinion  upon 
this  queftion  at  prefent  is,  that  mercury 
cures  the  dileafe  by  the  evacuations  which 
it  excites.  This  has  been  fupported  by 
much  ingenious  argument ;  and  as  it  is 
known  that  mercury  feldom  exifts  in  the 
fyftem  without  producing  an  increafe  of 
one  or  more  of  the  fecrctions,  we  need  not 
wonder  at  the  preference  which  on  a  cur- 
foiy  view  was  given  to  it.  I  think,  how- 
ever, that  it  may  be  eafily  fliewn  that  it  is 
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not  in  this  manner  that  mercury  acts  in 
the  cure  of  fyphilis. 

If  this  opinion  were  well  founded  mer- 
cury ought  to  prove  ufeful  or  otherwife 
in  proportion  to  the  evacuation  which  it 
excites.  At  one  period  this  was  generally 
believed  to  be  the  cafe,  and  accordingly 
the  greateft  degree  of  falivation  that  a  pa- 
tient could  bear  was  commonly  advifed ; 
but  now  that  the  treatment  of  fyphilis  is 
better,  underftood,  it  is  univerfally  known 
that  this  is  not  necelfary,  nay,  in  many 
inftances  that  it  tends  evidently  to  retard 
the  cure.  It  happens,  indeed,  as  we  mail 
hereafter  endeavour  to  {hew,  that  fome  of 
the  more  inveterate  fymptoms  of  Lues 
Venerea  cannot  always  be  cured  but  with 
fuch  quantities  of  mercury  as  neceflarily, 
in  a  great  proportion  of  cafes,  produce  fa- 
livation to  a  considerable  height.  But  we 
judge  that  this  is  merely  an  accidental 
property  of  the  medicine,  and  not  neccfla- 
rily  connected  with  the  cure  of  the  difeafe, 
from  our  being  able  to  remove  all  the 
{lighter  degrees  of  it  without  exciting  fa- 
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livation,  and  from  cures  being  in  fome 
conftitutions  obtained  even  of  the  moll 
inveterate  fymptoms,  without  either  the 
teeth,  gums,  or  breath  being  affected. 

Neither  does  it  appear  that  the  power 
of  mercury  in  promoting  any  of  the  other 
iecrctions  is  in  any  degree  ufeful  in  the 
cure  of  Lues  Venerea  ;  at  leaft  inftances 
frequently  occur  in  which  cures  are  ac- 
complifhed  without  any  fenfible  evacua- 
tion taking  place.  Nay,  I  have  had  evi- 
dent proofs  of  a  cure  being  retarded  by 
mercury  going  too  freely  off  by  perfpira- 
tion  ;  and  we  daily  meet  with  inftances  of 
this  where  it  affects  the  bowels  fo  as  to  ex- 
cite diarrhoea. 

If  mercury  acted  in  the  cure  of  fyphi- 
lis  by  increafing  the  fecretions  other  eva- 
cuants  ought  occanonally  to  cure  it.  But 
no  inftance  of  this  has  happened,  while 
we  cannot  doubt  but  that  it  muft  have 
been  frequently  perceived  if  any  advan- 
tage had  ever  been  derived  from  them. 
'The  necefhty  of  promoting  one  or  other 
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of  the  fecretions  for  the  cure  of  other  dif- 
eafes  is  fo  frequent,  and  Lues  Venerea  fo 
often  takes  place  along  with  other  com- 
plaints, that  every  doubt  would  long  ago 
have  been  removed.  If  the  opinion  which 
we  are  now  confidering  had  been  well 
founded  every  practitioner  muft  have 
pbferved  inftances  of  the  difeafe  being 
cured  by  diaphoretics,  diuretics,  &c.  but 
none  will  probably  affert  that  they  have 
done  fo. 

We  might,  a  priori^  fuppofe,  that  fy- 
philis  cannot  be  cured  by  evacuants,  but 
we  know  from  experience  that  it  is  fo, 
and  that  they  do  not  even  afford  relief  in 
any  ol  the  fymptoms.  We  can  eafily  con- 
ceive how  thofe  difeafes  that  originate 
from  affections  of  the  folids,  particularly 
fuch  as  are  produced  by  fpafm,  or  flric- 
ture  upon  the  furface,  may  be  much  alle- 
viated, or  even  altogether  removed,  by 
the  operation  of  diaphoretics.  By  remov- 
ing the  caufe  the  effect  will  commonly 
foon  ceafe.  But  where  fymptoms  are  in- 
duced by  contagion  in  the  general  mafs 
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of  blood,  and  where  this  contagion  has 
a  power  of  propagating  itfelf,  as  we  have 
fhewn  to  be  the  cafe  in  Lues  Venerea,  it 
does  not  appear  how  they  are  to  be  re- 
moved by  any  evacuations.  By  the  ufe 
of  diaphoretics  and  other  evacuants  the 
quantity  of  fluids  in  the  fyftem  will  no 
doubt  be  lefTened,  but  this  will  not  alter 
the  nature  of  thofe  that  remain  :  If  they 
were  difeafed  before  they  will  ftill  conti- 
nue fo  ;  for  it  is  not  alleged  that  medicines 
of  this  nature  have  the  power  of  difcharg- 
ing  thofe  parts  of  the  blood  that  are  dif- 
eafed and  leaving  fuch  only  as  are  found, 
and  yet  this  would  necefTarily  be  the  cafe 
if  the  venereal  difeafe  could  be  cured  by 
evacuants. 

5.  Of  all  the  opinions  that  have  yet 
been  advanced  concerning  the  operation 
of  mercury  in  the  cure  of  Lues  Venerea, 
that  which  fuppofes  it  to  acl:  as  an  anti- 
dote is  liable  to  the  leafl  difficulty.  This 
was  long  ago  very  univerfally  admitted, 
nor  was  much  doubt  ever  entertained  of 
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it,  till  attempts  were  made  by  theoretical 
writers  to  account  for  every  difeafe,  and 
for  the  operation  of  every  medicine,  upon 
fuch  general  principles  as  are  not  often 
applicable  in  practice.  Where  principles 
of  this  kind  are  clear  and  evident  they 
ought  certainly  to  be  adopted,  but  the 
fureft  method  of  having  them  overlooked 
in  every  cafe  is  to  attempt  to  introduce 
them  in  all.  By  doing  fo  abfurdities 
muft  often  be  admitted  which  tend  to  in- 
vallidate  the  whole,  and  by  which  many 
are  led  to  throw  afide  reafoning  in  all 
cafes,  who  willingly  would  go  into  it  if 
our  fyftems  of  theory  were  confined  to 
fuch  queftions  as  it  is  in  our  power  to  ex- 
plain. 

Writers  of  this  clafs  deny  the  antidotal 
power  of  every  medicine  merely  from  their 
not  being  able  to  account  for  the  manner 
in  which  they  act.  They  do  not  conhder 
that  many  of  the  moil  common  operations 
of  chemiftry  are  equally  inexplicable, 
Thus  no  perfon  can  fay  why  or  in  what 
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manner  the  properties  of  an  alkali  mould 
inftantly  be  deflroyed  by  an  acid  brought 
into  contact  with  it.  I  do  not  fay  that 
the  operation  of  mercury  in  the  cure  of 
fyphilis  is  analagous  to  this  ;  but  the  one 
I  think  is  equally  incomprehenfible  with 
the  other,  and  that  mercury  acts  in  this 
difeafe  confiftently  with  the  idea  which  we 
affix  to  an  antidote  is  at  leaft  highly  pro- 
bable. What  I  conceive  to  be  the  pro- 
perty of  an  antidote,  is,  that  when  it 
comes  in  contact  with  the  poifon  for  which 
it  is  appropriated,  it  either  renders  it  al- 
together inert  or  fo  far  changes  its  na- 
ture that  no  dileterious  effects  are  produ- 
ced by  it.  Now  it  fo  happens  that  we 
can  bring  more  decifive  proofs  of  this  be- 
ing the  effect  of  mercury  in  the  cure  of 
Lues  Venerea,  than  we  might  at  firft 
imagine  would  be  in  our  power  in  ac- 
counting for  the  action  of  any  medicine 
in  the  cure  of  any  difeafe.  Among  other 
circumftances  which  tend  to  eftablifh 
this  the  following  may  be  enumerated. 

1  ft, 
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i  ft,  We  know  by  experiment  that  the 
matter  of  Lues  Venerea  on  being  mixed 
with  triturated  mercury  is  rendered  inert, 
and  will  not  produce  the  difeafe.  The 
fact  is  recorded  by  the  befl  authority,  the 
late  Doctor  Cullen,  who  having  fupport- 
ed  more  ably  perhaps  than  any  other  per- 
fon  an  oppofite  opinion,  we  are  not  to  fup- 
pofe  that  he  would  have  given  room  to 
what  militated  fo  ftrongly  againft  it  if  he 
had  not  been  convinced  of  the  fact  being 
well  founded.  His  words  are,  "  A  phy- 
fician  took  a  quantity  of  matter  from  a 
venereal  chancre,  and  mixing  it  with  a 
a  quantity  of  Plenk's  gummy  folution  of 
mercury,  he  applied  this  mixture  to  a 
found  perfon,  but  could  not  find  that  it 
produced  either  chancre  or  any  other  fy- 
philitic  fymptom  f."  This  fact  of  itfelf 
might  be  judged  to  be  decifive,  but  more 
complete  conviction  is  obtained  of  its  be- 
ing fo  from  every  view  that  we  can  take  of 

f  Vide  a  Treatife  on  the  Materia  Medica  by  the 
late  Do&or  "William  Cullen.    Vol.  II.  p.  448. 
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the  chief  phenomena  obferved  to  occur 
from  the  operation  of  mercury  in  the  cure 
'of  this  difeafe. 

2dly,  We  have  daily  evidence  of  mer- 
cury curing  venereal  fores  not  merely  by 
acting  upon  the  difeafe  in  the  conftitu- 
tion,  but  on  being  locally  applied  to 
chancres  and  other  ulcers. 

In  anfwer  to  this  it  is  faid  that  thefe 
-fores  may  be  cured  by  other  articles  be- 
{ides  mercury.    Allowing  this  to  be  the 
cafe,  it  is  fufficient  for  our  purpofe  that 
they  are  more  certainly  and  more  fpeedi- 
ly  cured  by  mercurial  applications  than 
by  any  others ;  a  fact  fo  notorious  that 
mercury  in  one  form  Or  other  is  now  the 
chief  dremng  for  chancres  all  over  Eu- 
rope.   Copper  has  been  much  extolled  for 
this  purpofe,  but  although  I  have  ufed  it 
in  every  variety  of  form  it  has  never 
proved  equal  to  the  different  preparations 
of  mercury. 

It  is  alfo  faid  that  mercury  does  not  al- 
ways cure  venereal  ulcers,  which  it  ought 
we  are  told,  to  do,  if  it  acted  as  an  anti- 
dote.   This  kind  of  cavil,  however,  re- 
quires 
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quires  na  ferious  anfwer.  We  may  re- 
gret that  our  medicines  will  not  cure  every 
difeafe,  but  all  will  allow  that  we  are  more' 
certain  of  curing  Lues  Venerea  with  mer- 
cury than  of  removing  any  other  difeafe 
by  any  remedy  whatever* 

3dly,  Befides  thefe  local  effects  of  mer- 
cury upon  the  matter  of  Lues  Venerea  we! 
have  the  clearer!  proofs  that  can  be  wifhed 
for  of  its  acting  as  an  antidote  to  the  vi- 
rus through  the  whole  progrefs  of  the  dif- 
eafe. Nay  the  very  practice  of  thofe  who 
combat  this  opinion  tends  to  evince  it,  al- 
though they  do  not  feem  to  be  fenfible  of 
its  doing  fo.  The  firfl  fymptom  of  the 
difeafe  that  commonly  fucceeds  to  chancre 
is  bubo,  produced,  as  is  now  univerfally 
known,  by  the  venereal  virus  being  ab- 
sorbed and  lodged  in  a  lymphatic  gland. 
Now  it  is  acknowledged  by  all  who  have 
paid  attention  to  the  fubject,  that  our  beft 
practice  here  is  to  bring  the  mercury  we 
mean  to  employ  as  quickly  as  poflible  in- 
to contact  with  the  virus  lodged  in  the 
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obftrudled  gland.  Nay,  of  fo  much  im- 
portance is  it  that  this  fhould  be  done, 
that  although  we  may  prevent  the  fyjiem 
from  fuffering,  by  throwing  the  medicine 
in  in  a  different  manner,  yet  no  other  prac- 
tice will  prevent  the  virus  from  continu- 
ing to  irritate  the  obftrudled  gland  till  it 
is  at  laft  thrown  out  by  a  complete  for- 
mation of  matter.  Now  in  what  manner 
does  the  mercury  act  here  ?  It  cannot  be 
by  diflblving  the  texture  of  the  blood,  for 
we  have  already  Ihewn  that  tflis  does  not 
happen  if  it  be  not  from  a  courfe  of  mer- 
cury being  long  continued,  while  buboes 
are  often  removed  by  a  very  fhort  appli- 
cation of  it.  It  cannot  be  by  its  weight,  for 
a  few  grains  of  it  often  proves  fufBcient ; 
and  befides,  it  would  have  in  moft  in- 
ftances  to  act  contrary  to  its  own  gravity. 
It  is  not  by  exciting  irritation,  under  any 
kind  of  modification,  for  when  mercury 
fucceeds  in  revolving  thefe  tumours  the 
pain  produced  by  the  firft  formation  of 
them  very  quickly  fubfides,  while  no  ir- 
ritation of  any  other  kind  ever  fucceeds  to 
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it.  Neither  does  it  act  by  'exciting  eva- 
cuation ;  nor  could  evacuations  of  any 
kind  be  of  any  avail.  The  difeafe  is  here 
in  a  local  ftate  :  In  the  formation  of  bubo 
the  matter  does  not  neceffarily  enter  the 
fyflem,  fo  that  there  is  nothing  to  carry 
off.  I  therefore  think  we  may  fairly  con- 
clude that  as  the  action  of  mercury  in 
the  cure  of  buboes  cannot  be  accounted 
for  in  any  other  manner,  and  as  we  find 
from  the  teftimony  of  all  practitioners 
that  it  has  fio  influence  in  refolving  them; 
but  when  brought  into  direct  contact  with 
the  venereal  virus,  that  it  proves  effectual 
only  by  acting  as  an  antidote  to  the  virus; 
In  my  opinion  this  affords  the  cleareft 
proof  of  its  doing  fo  that  can  poflibly  be 
given.  It  even  removes  the  objection  that 
has  been  ftated  to  the  antidotal  power 
which  we  fuppofe  mercury  to  exert  in  the 
cure  of  chancres,  where  it  is  faid  that 
thefe  fores  can  be  cured  by  other  applica- 
tions ;  for  in  the  treatment  of  buboes  no 
-practitioner  has  ever  ventured  to  fuppofe 
that  they  can  -be  refolved  by  the  ab^ 
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forption  of  any  other  remedy  but  mer- 
cury* 

4thly,  In  tracing  the  effect  of  mercury 
upon  the  venereal  virus  ftill  farther  we 
have  all  along  the  clearer!  evidence  of  its 
acting  as  an  antidote*  In  the  treatment 
of  many  of  the  fymptoms  of  fyphilis,  al- 
moft  as  foon  as  we  can  fuppofe  the  mer- 
cury to  have  entered  the  fyftem,  the  fame 
kind  of  relief  is  obtained  which  we  expe- 
rience from  this  remedy  wherl  it  proves 
fuccefsful  in  refolving  buboes.  This  is 
particularly  the  cafe  in  the  venereal  fore 
throat,  where  a  good  deal  of  uneafinefs 
generally  prevails  till  mercury  is  given, 
and  in  which  much  relief  is  commonly  ob- 
tained foon  after  it  is  employed,  without 
any  other  irritation  being  excited,  and  of- 
ten before  the  medicine  has  produced  any 
evacuation  whatever. 

5thly,  We  conclude  that  the  relief  ex- 
perienced from  the  internal  ufe  of  mer- 
cury in  the  treatment  of  local  venereal 
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fymptoms  proceeds  from  the  medicine 
coming  in  contact  with  the  virus,  in  the 
firft  place,  from  our  finding,  as  I  have 
juft  obferved,  that  it  is  analogous  to  what 
happens  in  the  cure  of  buboes,  where  we 
know  that  the  mercury  is  directly  applied 
to  the  virus  ;  and  fecondly,  from  our  hav- 
ing convincing  proofs  of  the  medicine  en- 
tering the  circulation  almoft  in  every  cafe 
in  which  it  proves  fuccefsful,  and  there- 
fore that  it  muft  be  applied  to  every  part 
that  is  difeafed.    Some  indeed  have  al- 
leged that  mercury  never  enters  the  cir- 
culation.   In  a  metallic  form  this  may 
perhaps  be  the  cafe,  but  that  the  effential 
parts  of  it  pafs  into  the  fyftem  is  obvious, 
not  merely  from  its  influence  in  curing 
difeafes,  but  from  the  tafte  which  it  gives 
to  the  faliva,  although  it  be  abforbed  at 
a  diftant  part  of  the  body  ;  and  from  the 
effect  produced  by  the  exhalation  of  a 
perfon  under  mercury  upon  gold  and  fil- 
ver  carried  in  the  pocket,  which  is  exactly 
fimilar  to  that  which  occurs  from  mer- 
cury being  rubbed  upon  thefe  metals. 

6thly, 
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6thly,  It  has  been  dated  as  an  objec- 
tion to  this  opinion,  that  the  quantity  of 
mercury  employed  for  the  cure  of  Lues 
Venerea  is  fo  fmall  that  it  is  difficult  to 
conceive  how  it  can  have  any  influence 
upon  the  general  mafs  of  blood,  to  which 
it  bears  fuch  a  fmall  proportion:  To  ob- 
viate this  difficulty  an  ingenious  opinion 
has  been  offered.  As  we  perceive  the  ve- 
nereal virus  to  produce  effects  chiefly  up- 
on particular  parts,  it  is  fuppofed  that  all 
that  exifts  of  it  in  the  mafs  of  blood  may 
be  thrown  out  upon  or  be  attracted  by 
thefe  parts,  and  therefore  that  the  mer- 
cury employed  in  the  cure,  inflead  of  act- 
ing upon  the  general  mafs  of  blood,  may 
be  fuppofed  to  exert  all  its  influence  upon 
the  difeafed  parts  only  *. 

I  think  it  more  probable,  however, 
from  many  of  the  phenomena  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  and  it  mull  undoubtedly  be  fo  if 

*  Vide  Obfervations  on  Mercury,  by  Dr.  Andrew 
D  uncan,  profeflbr  of  medicine  in  the  univerfity  of  E~ 
dinburgh. 
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the  opinion  I  have  endeavoured  to  fup- 
port  be  well  founded,  that  the  whole 
mafs  of  blood  is  tainted  in  an  equal  de- 
gree while  any  part  of  the  contagion  re- 
mains in  the  conftitution,and  that  the  mer- 
cury employed  in  the  cure  acts  equally 
upon  every  part  of  it.  We  know  that  the 
difeafe  itfelf  may  be  produced  by  a  very 
fmall  particle  of  matter.  We  may  juft 
as  readily  fuppofe  therefore  that  it  may  be 
cured  by  a  fmall  quantity  of  any  remedy 
that  acts  as  its  antidote  ;  and  it  is  perhaps 
equally  difficult  to  explain  the  manner  in 
which  fuch  a  fmall  portion  of  matter  acts 
in  aiTimilating  quickly  to  its  own  nature 
fuch  a  large  proportion  of  our  fluids,  as  it 
is  to  account  for  the  manner  in  which 
•  the  mercury  operates  which  we  employ 
for  curing  the  fymptoms  produced  by  it. 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  as  the  ac- 
tion of  mercury  in  the  cure  of  Lues  Vene- 
rea is  not  accounted  for  by  any  other 
opinion  that  has  yet  been  offered ;  as  we 
have  complete  evidence  of  this  difeafe  be- 
ing at  all  times  the  effect  of  contagious 
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matter  entering  the  blood  ;  as  the  local 
effects  of  this  matter  are  cured  by  mer- 
cury, whether  they  appear  in  the  form  of 
ulcers  or  by  obftructing  the  lymphatic 
glands ;  as  no  other  remedy  hitherto  em- 
ployed operates  with  any  certainty,  either 
in  removing  the  matter  from  the  blood, 
or  in  obviating  the  effects  of  it ;  as  mer- 
cury feldom  or  never  fails  in  curing  fy- 
philis,  when  it  can  be  made  to  enter  the 
blood,  if  it  be  not  in  the  moft  advanced 
ftages  of  the  difeafe,  or  when  Lues  Vene- 
rea is  connected  with  other  difeafes,  or 
with  fuch  peculiarities  of  conftitution  aa 
will  not  bear  a  fufficient  quantity  of  mer- 
cury ;  and  as  no  inftance  perhaps  can  be 
adduced  of  a  cure  being  accomplilhed 
where  the  prefence  of  mercury  in  the  blood 
was  not  rendered  obvious  either  by  the 
ufual  effects  of  it  upon  the  mouth  or  up- 
on gold  and  lilver  carried  in  the  pocket, 
we  have  no  reafon  to  doubt  of  this  reme- 
dy operating  perhaps  entirely  as  an  anti- 
dote ;  that  is,  by  rendering  the  matter  of 
Contagion  inert  or  incapable  either  of  cx- 
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citing  the  difeafe,  or  continuing  the  fymp- 
toms  even  after  the  difeafe  has  been  pro- 
duced. 

IV.  Of  the  Preparations  of  Mercury. 

We  have  already  had  occafion  to  ob~ 
ferve  that  crude  mercury  is  not  foluble 
in  any  of  the  fluids  which  it  ufually  meets 
with  in  the  human  body  ;  and  as  no  ef- 
fects refult  from  it  while  it  remains  in 
this  infoluble  ftate  it  has  been  confidered 
as  a  very  important  object  to  prepare  it 
in  fuch  a  manner  that  it  may  with  rnoft 
eafe  and  fafety  be  introduced  into  the  fyf- 
tem  in  a  foluble  form.    It  unfortunately 
happens,  however,  that  all  the  active  pre- 
parations of  mercury,  I  mean  fuch  as 
prove  effectual  in  curing  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe, are  apt  to  excite  very  difagreeable 
fymptoms,  particularly  falivation  to  a  dif- 
trefsful  height,  purging,  and  general  de- 
bility.   Scarcely  any  point  in  practice  has 
therefore  met  with  more  attention  than 
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the  different  methods  of  exhibiting  mer- 
cury. Regular  practitioners  have  in  all 
countries  been  anxious  to  render  mercury 
at  the  fame  time  active  and  fafe,  while  it 
has  been  the  pride  of  every  empirick  to  be 
able  to  boaft  of  fome  new  difcovery  by 
which  this  remedy  may  be  given  with 
freedom  and  fafety  without  being  depriv- 
ed of  any  of  its  eflential  properties. 

The  preparations  of  mercury  are  ac- 
cordingly very  numerous  :  upwards  of 
five  hundred  might  be  enumerated.  The 
confequence  of  which  is,  that  much  doubt 
and  uncertainty  has  taken  place  concern-' 
ing  them ;  for  while  one  preparation  has 
been  in  common  ufe  with  fome  practi- 
tioners we  find  it  entirely  neglected  by 
others  ;  and  in  fome  countries  prepara- 
tions of  mercury  are  employed  daily 
which  in  others  are  very  generally  con- 
demned. 

This  would  lead  to  the  conclufion  of  our 
being  able  to  cure  the  difeafe  with  perhaps 
equal  cafe  and  fafety  with  a  great  variety 
of  thefe  preparations,  and  this  I  believe  to 
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be  in  fome  meafure  the  cafe.  We  are  very- 
apt  to  fall  into  a  routine  of  practice,  from 
which  it  is  with  fome  difficulty  that  we 
emerge,  and  which  therefore  every  prac- 
titioner ought  early  in  life  to  guard  againft. 
In  no  inftance  is  the  want  of  attention  to 
this  more  confpicuous  than  in  our  practice 
in  Lues  Venerea,  where  the  fame  practi- 
tioner very  commonly  perfifts  in  the  fame 
method  of  exhibiting  mercury,  and  is 
therefore  foon  induced  to  fuppofe  that  no 
other  is  equal  to  k,  whereas  were  he  to 
make  trial  of  others  he  would  find  many 
by  which  the  difeafe  can  be  cured  with 
equal  eafe,  expedition,  and  certainty.  To 
enumerate  all  the  prepartions  of  mercury 
that  have  been  employed  could  anfwer  no 
good  purpofe  ;  and  being  unneceffary,  the 
attempt  would  be  improper.  I  mail  fhort- 
ly  mention,  however,  all  fuch  as  are  in 
general  ufe,  with  the  views  which  practi- 
tioners have  in  giving  a  preference  of  one 
to  the  other. 

It  is  found  by  experience  that  mercury 
may  be  rendered  foluble,  fo  as  to  prove 
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active  when  received  into  the  fyftem,  by- 
three  different  proceffes  ;  by  trituration  ; 
by  calcination  ;  and  by  folution  in  a  va- 
riety of  acids. 

Whether  any  property  is  communicat- 
ed by  any  of  thefe  proceffes  to  mercury 
which  it  did  not  before  poffefs  it  may  be 
difficult  to  determine.  It  would  appear 
that  they  render  mercury  active  nearly  in 
proportion  to  the  degree  of  folubility 
which  they  give  to  it ;  and  this  again 
feems  to  depend  in  a  great  meafure  upon 
the  degree  of  feparation  produced  by 
thefe  procefles  between  the  different  par- 
ticles of  the  mercury  :  At  leaft  this  is 
clearly  the  effect  of  trituration.  We 
have  feen  that  in  a  crude  ftate  this  metal 
is  altogether  inert ;  and  we  find  by  ex- 
perience that  it  proves  active  in  propor- 
tion to  the  trituration  employed  upon 
it ;  and  as  by  calcination  and  folution  it 
is  rendered  ftill  more  active  than  it  can 
be  made  by  triture  alone,  we  conclude 
.'  uit  thefe  proceffes  are  better  calculated 

for 
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for  producing  a  more  complete  divifion  of 
its  particles. 

By  agitation  alone  mercury  may  be  re- 
duced to  the  ftate  of  a  powder,  as  was 
firft  attempted  by  Doctor  Boerhaave,  and 
afterwards  by  the  very  ingenious  Doctor 
Saunders  of  London ;  but  the  length  of 
time  required  for  this  being  very  confider- 
able,  practitioners  have  been  accuftomed 
to  triturate  the  mercury  with  fueh  fub- 
ftances  as  tend  more  effectually  to  keep 
the  particles  of  the  metal  feparate  from 
each  other,  by  which,  while  the  virtue  of 
the  medicine  is  not  lelfened,  the  procefs 
for  obtaining  it  is  much  fhortened.  This, 
accordingly,  is  the  foundation  of  various 
active  preparations  of  mercury,  of  which 
the  following  are  in  molt  frequent  ufe. 

I.  Where  the  mercury  is  triturated 
with  unctuous  fubftances,  and  ufed  ex- 
ternally only,  as  is  the  cafe  in  the  emplaf- 
trum  hydrargyri  of  the  London  and  Edin- 
burgh difpenfatories,  and  in  the  unguen- 
tum  hydrargyri  vel  mercuriale. 

II.  Where 
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II.  Where  it  is  triturated  with  gums, 
mucilages,  and  faccharine  fubflances,  and 
chiefly  employed  for  internal  ufe,  as  in 
the  pilulse  hydrargyri  pharm.  Lond.  and 
Edin. ;  in  the  folutio  mercurialis  gummofa 
of  Plenk  ;  in  the  injec'tio  mercurialis  j  and 
mel  mercuriale, 

III.  Where  it  is  triturated  with  dry  cal- 
careous powders,  fuch  as  crabs  eyes,  and 
prepared  chalk,  forming  what  is  ufually 
termed  mercurius  alkalifatus  *. 

Befides  thefe,  mercury  might  be  tritu- 
rated with  feveral  other  fubflances  with 
perhaps  equal  advantage.  Sulphur  alone 
feems  to  render  it  inert,  or  nearly  fo.  The 
more  friction  that  is  employed  upon  mer- 
cury mixed  with  any  other  fubflance 
the  more  a<flive  it  becomes,  while  the 
more  that  it  is  rubbed  with  fulphur  the 
more  inert  it  is  rendered. 

*  Prefcriptions  for  each  of  thefe,  as  well  as  for 
the  preparation  of  every  other  article  which  I  fhall  have 
occafion  to  mention,  will  be  given  in  the  Appendix. 
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A  very  active  preparation  of  mercury 
is  obtained  by  means  of  heat :  it  is  term- 
ed mercurius  calcinatus,  and  is  the  bans 
of  different  pills  and  powders.  In  this 
procefs  the  mercury  is  reduced  to  a  calx 
by  long  expofure  to  a  very  confiderable  de- 
gree of  heat. 

Mercury  is  found  to  be  more  or  lefs 
foluble  in  every  acid,  and  the  calx  or 
fait  obtained  from  thefe  folutions  gives 
the  moft  active  form  of  the  remedy  with, 
which  we  are  acquainted. 

i  ft,  Mercury  combined  with  the  mu-r, 
riatic  acid  gives,  by  different  proceffes, 
the  mercurius  fublimatus  corrohvus,  or 
hydrargyrus  muriatus  corrofivus ;  and 
mercurius  dulcis,  calomel,  or  hydrargy- 
rus muriatus  mitis ;  from  the  firft  of  which 
are  prepared  the  folutio  mercurii  fpirituo- 
fa  of  Van  Swieton  ;  the  aqua  phagadenica 
and  other  watery  folutions  of  corrohve 
fublimate  of  different  authors,  and  pilulse 
e  mercurio  corrolivo.  From  the  latter,  viz. 
mercurius  dulcis,  are  prepared  a  variety 
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of  active  formulas  both  for  internal  and 
external  ufe ;  but  thefe  dhTering  only  in 
the  vehicles  by  which  they  are  convey- 
ed it  is  not  neceflary  to  enumerate  them 
here. 

sdly,  With  the  acid  of  nitre,  from 
which  is  prepared  mercurius  precipitatus 
ruber,  the  bans  of  various  external  appli- 
cations ;  unguentum  hydrargyri  nitrati 
mitius,  vel  unguentum  citrinum  ;  and  the 
pulvis  mercurii  cinereus. 

3dly,  With  the  vitriolic  acid,  with  which 
we  prepare  turpethum  minerale. 

4thly,  With  the  acid  of  vinegar,  from 
which  is  prepared  Keyfer's  pills  ;  analo- 
gous to  which  is  the  terre  feuillete  mer- 
curielle  of  Preflavin,  prepared  with  mer- 
cury diffolved  in  the  acid  of  tartar. 

Mercury  has  alfo  been  dhTolved  in  the 
acids  of  lemons,  fugar,  borax,  arfenic,  and 
fpar ;  and  in  a  greater  or  lefFer  degree  it  is 
foluble,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  in  per- 
haps 
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liaps  every  acid;  but  as  every  ufeful  pur- 
pofe  of  the  medicine  may  be  obtained 
from  one  or  other  of  the  foregoing  forms, 
it  appears  to  be  unneceffary  to  enumerate 
more,  particularly,  as  thofe  who  wifh  for 
farther  information  will  readily  obtain  it 
in  the  various  Difpenfatories  publifhed  in 
different  parts  of  Europe. 

It  may  here  be  proper  to  remark,  that 
although  all  of  thefe  preparations  are  in 
appearance  different  from  each  other,  yet 
all  of  them  feem  to  have  nearly  the  fame 
effect  upon  the  mercury.  They  tend  all 
to  reduce  it  to  the  form  of  a  calx,  and  in 
proportion  as  the  calcination  is  compleat- 
ly  accomplimed  the  medicine  becomes  ac- 
tive or  otherwife.  Even  the  trituration  of 
mercury  has  the  effect  of  reducing  it  to 
the  flate  of  a  calx,  and  it  is  obvioufly  in 
this  manner  that  it  is  acted  upon  by  acids ; 
for  when  diffolved  in  acids,  and  the  folu- 
tion  evaporated,  nothing  but  a  pure  calx 
is  obferved  to  remain. 

But  although  all  of  thefe  preparations 
of  mercury  feem  to  be  more  or  lefs  active 
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according  as  the  calx  which  they  produce 
is  more  or  lefs  perfect,  there  is  however 
fome  manifeft  difference  in  the  calces  ob- 
tained from  them.  All  of  them  produce 
the  diftinguifhing  cftaracteriftics  of  mer- 
cury tipon  the  fyftem :  they  cure  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe,  and  they  excite  falivation ; 
but  this  is  done  much  more  eafily,  and 
with  lefs  diftrefs  in  the  operation,  by  fome 
of  thefe  than  by  others. 

Of  all  the  preparations  of  mercury  thofe 
produced  by  triture  alone  feem  to  be  the 
bell  for  general  ufe.  They  cure  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe  with  the  fame  certainty 
as  the  others,  and  they  are  not  fo  apt 
to  affect  the  Itomach  and  bowels ;  al- 
though the  faline  preparations  of  mercury, 
when  the  acid  with  which  they  are  com- 
bined is  compleatly  feparated  from  them, 
may,  under  proper  management,  be  given 
with  perfect  fafety,  and  with  equal  cer- 
tainty of  curing  the  difeafe.  Corrolive 
fublimate  mercury,  as  it  is  termed,  is  one 
of  the  moft  acrid  of  all  the  mercurial 
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calces  *,  infomuch  that  fcarcely  any  per- 
fon  can  bear  it  in  the  doze  of  a  grain,  and 
in  the  quantity  of  a  very  few  grains  it 
acts  as  a  poifon ;  but  even  this  very  acrid 
remedy  is  rendered^fo  mild  by^being  de- 
prived of  the  acid  with  which  the  mer- 
cury is  united,  that  in  the  form  of  calo- 
mel it  may  with  fafety  be  given  to  the  ex- 
tent of  feveral  grains  at  once  f.  We  find 
alfo  that  the  faline  calces  of  mercury 
prove  in  fome  degree  acrid  in  proportion 
to  the  fhrength  of  the  acid  with  which 
they  are  combined ;  hence  all  the  com- 
binations of  mercury  with  the  muriatic 
acid,  with  the  acid  of  nitre,  and  the  vi- 
triolic acid,  prove  much  more  acrid  than 
the  calces  obtained  from  mercury  united 
with  the  acetous  acid,  or  acid  of  tartar. 
It  is  therefore  probable  that  if  thefe  pre- 
parations of  mercury  could  be  entirely 
deprived  of  their  faline  combinations,  that 
they  would  not  differ  in  any  material 

*  Vide  Appendix,  No.  8.  f  Vide  No.  9. 
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point  from  the  preparations  obtained  of 
this  metal  by  triture; 

As  yet  however  we  have  not  been  able 
by  any  procefs  to  which  they  have  been 
f objected,  to  prevent  them  from  operating 
very  differently  upon  the  human  body, 
according  to  the  kind  of  acid  with  which 
they  are  prepared.  Thus,  while  ffmple 
triturated  mercury  acts  chiefly  upon  the 
falivary  glands,  mercurius  fublimatus  cor- 
rofivus  is  more  apt  to  act  as  a  diapho- 
retic, and  it  readily  excites  naufea  and 
vomiting.  The  fame  preparation  again, 
when  more  completely  deprived  of  its 
acid,  does  not  feem  to  affect  the  fkin,  nor 
in  fmall  dofes  does  it  fo  readily  injure  the 
flomach,  while  it  acts  with  more  certainty 
as  a  purgative.  Indeed  calomel,  in  pro- 
per dofes,  is  perhaps  one  of  our  fureft  pur- 
gatives ;  and  in  order  to  act  upon  the  fa- 
livary glands  it  muft  either  be  given  in 
fmall  dofes,  frequently  repeated,  or  com- 
bined with  opium  or  fome  other  aftrin- 
gent.  The  mercurius  cinerius  is  alfo  apt 
to  affect  the  bowels,  while  the  combina- 
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tion  of  mercury  with  the  vitriolic  acid  in 
the  form  of  Turbeth's  mineral,  or  hydrar- 
gyria vitriolatus  flavus,  chiefly  operates 
upon  the  ftomach. 

It  is  proper  that  in  practice  thefe  differ- 
ent actions  of  the  preparations  of  mercury 
ihould  be  kept  in  view ;  for  although  all  of 
them,  as  I  have  obferved  already,  will,  under 
proper  management,  cure  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe,  fome  advantage  is  occafionally  obtain- 
ed from  adapting  them  as  much  as  pomble 
to  the  nature  of  the  fymptoms  for  which 
they  are  intended.  Thus,  wheir  a  mer- 
curial emetic  is  wifhed  for,  we  give  Tur- 
beth's  mineral ;  calomel  is  always  given  as 
a  mercurial  purgative  ;  and  in  particular 
affections  of  the  fkin  corrofive  fublimate 
appears  in  fome  in  fiances  to  fucceed  where 
other  preparations  of  mercury  have  failed, 


V.  Of 
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V.  Of  the  different  Methods  of  exhibiting 

Mercury. 

In  the  cure  of  Lues  Venerea,  mercury, 
in  every  form,  acls  either  locally  upon 
particular  fyriiptoms  or  it  enters  the  fyf- 
tem  and  cures  the  difeafe  of  the  conftitu- 
tion.  We  lhall  afterwards  have  occafion 
to  fpeak  more  particularly  of  the  treat- 
ment of  local  affections ;  at  prefent  we 
mall  attend  chiefly  to  the  different  me- 
thods of  throwing  mercury  into  the 
fyftem. 

Three  different  methods  have  been  em- 
ployed for  exhibiting  mercury ;  by  con-* 
veying  it  in  the  form  of  fumes  ;  by  taking 
one  or  other  of  the  preparations  of  mer- 
cury into  the  ftomach ;  and  by  applying 
them  to  the  furface  of  the  body, 

The  fumes  of  mercury  are  applied  to 
the  body  by  burning  different  mercurial 
calces  in  the  patient's  chamber.  By  thus 
breathing,  as  it  were,  a  mercurial  atmof- 

P  2  phere, 
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phere,  and  having  the  fumes  equally  ap- 
plied to  every  part  of  the  furface  of 
the  body,  the  ufual  effects  of  mercury 
upon  the  fyftem  are  foon  produced, 
more  quickly  perhaps  than  by  any 
other  method.  Cinnabar  is  commonly 
employed  for  this  purpofe  ;  but  Turbeth's 
mineral,  with  the  addition  of  fulphur,  and 
iEthiop's  mineral,  anfwer  equally  well. 

Where  it  is  meant  to  raife  a  falivation 
fuddenly,  or  to  throw  mercury  quickly 
into  the  fyftem,  this  is  perhaps  the  fureft 
method  of  doing  it ;  for  with  the  fumes 
of  mercury  a  falivation  is  fometimes*  ex- 
cited in  the  courfe  of  a  few  hours.  This 
brought  the  practice  into  much  reputa- 
tion when  falivation  alone  was  conftdered 
as  the  chief  part  of  the  cure ;  but  now 
when  it  is  known  that  Lues  Venerea  may 
be  cured  without  much  falivation  being 
excited  j  that  the  more  gradually  mercury 
is  thrown  into  the  fyftem  the  more  effec- 
tually it  operates ;  and  that  very  violent 
effects  are  lbmetimes  produced  by  fume- 
gating 
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gating  with  mercury,  the  practice  has  of 
late  been  very  generally  laid  afide. 

I  think,  however,  that  it  may  occafion- 
ally  be  employed  with  advantage  ;  and  in 
different  inftances  I  have  found  this  to  be 
the  cafe.  I  will  not  fay  that  it  ought 
ever  to  come  into  general  practice,  but  I 
am  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  fhould  not  in 
all  cafes  be  laid  afide.  The  fumes  of  mer- 
cury being  applied  to  venereal  fores  will 
fometimes  forward  a  cure  when  every 
other  preparation  ha6  been  tried  in  vain  ; 
and  I  have  met  with  a  few  cafes  in  which 
the  mercury  either  went  off  too  rapidly 
by  flool  when  taken  into  the  ftomach,  or 
where  it  was  not  abforbed  if  applied  in  the 
form  of  unction  to  the  furface  of  the  bo- 
dy, and  in  which  it  foon  proved  effectual 
when  ufed  in  this  manner.  It  is  particu- 
larly ufefnl  where  venereal  fores  are  feat- 
ed  on  parts  of  much  importance  ;  and 
where,  from  making  a  rapid  progrefs, 
there  is  caufe  to  dread  that  they  may 
prove  hazardous.  In  fuch  circumftances 
we  feldom  fail  in  giving  a  fudden  check 
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to  the  fymptoms  by  fumigating  with  mer- 
cury ;  but  this  is  perhaps  all  that  we 
ihould  expect  from  it.  It  is,  obvioufly  of 
a  more  fubtile  nature  than  any  other  mer- 
curial application.  It  therefore  enters  tht* 
fyflem  more  readily ;  but  the  effects  pro- 
duced by  it  are  not  ufually  permanent. 
By  a  proper  application  of  the  fumes  of 
mercury  fores  may  be  healed  fpeedily, 
and  the  pains  induced  by  venereal  nodes 
very  completely  removed,  and  yet  the  dif- 
eafe  will  return  in  full  force  if  this  practice 
alone  mould  be  trufled.  When  therefore 
it  is  judged  proper,  for  the  reafon  I  have 
given,  to  employ  mercury  }n  this  manner? 
and  when  the  fymptom  for  which  it  was 
employed  is  checked,  the  cure  mould  be 
completed,  by  fome  other  preparation, 
whofe  effects,  although  flow  are  more  per- 
manent, as  very  generally  happens  both 
from  a  proper  application  of  mercurial 
ointment  and  from  the  internal  exhibi- 
tion of  the  common  mercurial  pill.  In 
this  manner  much  benefit  may  be  derived 
from  a  remedy  which  feems  to  have  been 

laid 


Sect.  IV.         in  Lues  Venerea. 


laid  afide  without  any  fufficient  reafon,and 
from  our  trulling  to  it  alone  when  others 
ought  to  be  given  along  with  it. 

The  fumes  of  mercury  may  alfo  be  ap- 
plied with  fafety.  They  appear  to  prove 
hurtful  chiefly  when  received  in  too 
great  quantity  into  the  lungs,  but  this 
may  eafily  be  prevented  by  burning  a  fmall 
quantity  at  once  j  and  we  may  even  con- 
fine the  fleam  to  the  liirface  of  the  body, 
or  to  any  particular  part  of  it.  Such 
boxes  as  are  employed  for  confining  the 
fleam  in  vapour  baths  anfwer  the  fame 
purpofe  here. 

We  have  daily  proofs  of  mercury  en-? 
tering  the  fyflem  by  being  alpforbed  from 
the  flomach  and  interlines  ;  but  this  mode 
of  exhibiting  the  remedy  is  liable  to  one 
very  important  difficulty.  Every  prepa- 
ration of  mercury  that  has  yet  been  in- 
vented is  apt  to  irritate  either  the  flomach 
or  bowels,  by  which  they  not  only  excite 
ficknefs  and  purging,  but  by  depriving 
the  patient  of  appetite  he  foon  becomes 
f    much  emaciated  and  debilitated.  Wher; 
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puflied  far  indeed  the  effects  of  mercury 
given  in  this  manner  are  in  fome  inftan- 
ces  very  diftrefsful.  The  ftomach  becomes 
fo  much  weakened  that  any  food  taken 
into  it  is  either  immediately  rejected  or 
remains  undigefted,  and  the  bowels  are 
fo  entirely  deprived  of  their  tone  that 
they  feem  to  lofe  all  power  of  reten- 
tion. Even  when  completely  emptied  a 
degree  of  tenefmus  often  takes  place,  from 
which  a  great  deal  of  mifery  is  often  ex- 
perienced. 

The  preparations  of  mercury  which  do 
lead  injury  to  the  ftomach  and  bowels  are 
thofe,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  that  are 
obtained  by  agitation  or  triture  ;  but  even 
they  prove  frequently  troublefome,  and 
require  always  a  good  deal  of  manage- 
ment. They  mould  never  be  given  in 
large  dofes ;  and  as  foon  as  any  degree  of 
irritability  is  induced  by  them,  either  in 
the  ftomach  or  inteftines,  an  opiate  mould 
be  given  along  with  them.  Of  thefe  pre- 
parations, the  beft  and  moft  convenient 
form  is  the  blue  pill  of  the  Edinburgh  dif- 
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penfatory,of  which  four  grains  of  the  mafs, 
which  contains  one  grain  of  mercury, 
being  given  three  times  a-day,  will  in  moffc 
inftances  affect  the  mouth  in  a  very  fhort 
time.  Some  confutations  indeed  require 
more,  but  this  feldom  happens  where  the 
mercury  has  been  fumciently  triturated. 
Wherever  much  more  than  this  has  been 
given  the  mercury  either  has  not  been 
properly  triturated  or  we  may  conclude 
that  much  of  it  has  pafTed  through  the 
intefUnes  without  being  abforbed,  or  that 
the  conftitution  of  the  patient  refifts  this 
effect  of  mercury. 

Mercurius  alkalifatus,  and  Plenk's  fo- 
lution  of  mercury  in  mucilage  of  gum 
arabic,  are  nearly  of  the  fame  nature  with 
the  blue  pill,  but  they  are  both  more  apt 
to  purge,  particularly  the  latter,  notwith- 
standing of  all  that  Plenk  the  inventor  has 
faid  to  the  contrary.  When  properly  pre- 
pared  no  more  mercury  mould  be  given 
in  either  of  thefe  formula:  than  in  the 
mercurial  pill ;  and  as  a  much  greater 
quantity  is  commonly  directed,  this  can 

only 


234  Of  the  Remedies  ufed       Ch.  IV, 

only  proceed  from  neither  of  the  prepara- 
tions being  made  with  fufficient  exactnefs, 
and  from  much  of  the  mercury  which 
they  contain  being  left  altogether  inert  by 
not  being  duly  triturated. 

Many  will  be  furprifed  at  the  fmall 
dofes  of  thefe  articles  which  I  have  men- 
tioned here,  as  more  than  double  of  this 
is  commonly  given.  It  is  not  uncorcu 
mon  to  advife  fix,  feven,  or  eight  of  the 
blue  pills  daily;  and  twenty  grains  of 
rnercurius  alkalifatus  is  recommended  for 
a  dofe  *.  Now  I  know  from  daily  expe- 
rience that  the  blue  pill  when  properly 
prepared  cannot  be  given  in  this  quantity. 
I  feldom  give  more  than  two  pills  a  day, 
and  very  rarely  above  three  ;  and  in  each 
pill,  as  I  have  obferved,  there  is  exactly 
one  grain  of  mercury.  But  the  mafs  from 
which  thefe  are  formed  is  prepared  with 
much  attention :  They  are  triturated  fix 
or  feven  hours  daily  for  thirty  or  forty 

*  Vide  Mr.  Hunter's  Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Dif- 
eafe, 
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days  j  and  when  the  mercurius  alkalifa- 
tub  is  properly  prepared  it  proves  equally- 
powerful;  but  it  is  fo  difficult  to  feparate 
the  particles  of  mercury  when  rubbed 
with  a  dry  powder,  that  this  preparation 
is  now  very  generally  laid  ahde.  It  re- 
quires to  be  rubbed  for  at  leaft  one  hun- 
dred days,  in  order  to  bring  all  the  mer- 
cury into  a  {late  of  activity. 

Some  are  of  opinion  that  mercurius 
calcinatus  is  equal  in  its  effects  to  any  of 
thefe  preparations  t.  The  dofe  is  a  grain 
or  two  evening  and  morning,  either  in 
the  form  of  a  pill  or  powder.  It  will  cer- 
tainly cure  the  difeafe,  and  it  puts  a  flop 
to  the  fymptoms  perhaps  as  foon  as  any 
other  form  of  mercury  ;  but  I  have  fome- 
times  thought  that  its  influence  is  not  fo 
permanent ;  that  is,  the  fymptoms  have 
been  more  apt  to  recur  after  a  fufiicient 
quantity  of  this  medicine  was  fuppofed 
to  be  given.  But  fo  many  facts  are  requi- 
site to  afcertain  this  that  1  cannot  fpeak 

f  Vide  Appendix,  No.  7. 
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decifively  about  it.  From  all  that  I  know 
of  it,  however,  it  does  not  appear  to  be 
equal  to  the  blue  mercurial  pill.  The 
eafe  with  which  it  is  prepared  feems  to  be 
the  only  circumftance  in  which  it  has  a 
preference ;  but  this  is  a  point  of  little 
moment  when  put  in  competition  with 
utility.  Any  tendency  which  it  has  to 
act  upon  the  ftomach  and  bowels  may  for 
the  moil  part  be  checked  by  the  addition 
of  a  fmall  quantity  of  opium. 

Hydrargyrus  muriatus  coiTofivus,  com- 
monly termed  corrofive  fublimate,  when  it 
doesnot  affect  the  ftomach, proves  frequent- 
ly a  very  ufeful  medicine.  It  was  never  ge- 
nerally employed  for  internal  ufe  till  the 
celebrated  Van.  Swieton  brought  it  into 
repute.  It  has  fince  been  much  ufed  in 
almoft  every  part  of  Europe  ;  and  being 
eafily  difguifed,  and  not  fo  apt  to  falivate 
as  other  preparations  of  mercury,  it  has 
formed  the  bans  of  almoft  all  the  quack 
medicines  that  has  of  late  been  employed 
for  the  cure  of  this  difeafe. 

The 
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The  form  of  ufing  this  medicine  by 
Van  Swieton  is,  however,  the  moft  nau- 
feous  of  any.  He  advifes  it  to  be  diflblved 
in  fpirits,  and  one  or  two  lpoonfuls,  con- 
taining from  a  quarter  to  half  a  grain  of 
mercury,  or  even  more,  is  commonly 
given  evening  and  morning ;  and  this  is 
directed  to  be  continued  till  a  cure  is  ac- 
complifhed  *;  Few  can  bear  it  in  this 
manner ;  for  it  not  only  affects  the  fto- 
mach,  but  in  this  quantity  it  is.  apt  to  ex- 
cite diarrhoea.  Neither  can  it  be  with 
fafety  given  in  powder,  as  it  is  not  ealily 
levigated  fo  finely  as  to  prevent  it  from 
acting  mechanically,  upon  the  flomach. 
The  bell  form  of  ufing  it  feems  to  be  in  a 
watery  folution,  and  this  may  either  be 
given  in  a  mucilaginous  mixture  or  mixed 
with  broths,  or  the  folution  may  be  made 
into  a  mafs  with  crumb  of  bread  wheat- 
flour,  or  flour  of  liquorice,  and  divided 
into  pills  f.    Inftead  of  giving  it  in  lar- 

*  Vide  Appendix,  No.  10. 
f  Vide  Appendix,  No.  19. 
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ger  dofes  evening  and  morning,  it  anfwers 
better  to  give  the  fame  quantity  divided 
into  four  or  five  dofes;  A  grain  of  mer- 
cury may  in  this  manner  be  given  daily, 
that  is,  a  quarter  of  a  grain  four  times 
a-day.  Some  have  advifed  more,-  but  thisi 
is  the  largeft  dofe  that  I  have  ever  been 
able  to  continue  for  more  than  two  or  three 
days  together. 

Opiates  have  not  the  fame  influence  in 
preventing  co'rrohve  fublimate  from  act- 
ing upon  the  ftomach  and  bowels  which 
they  commonly  have  with  other  prepara- 
tions of  mercury.;  I  have  found  nothing 
fo  effectual  for  this  purpofe  as  decoction  of 
guaicum  and  mefereon,  or  plentiful  dilu- 
tion with  mucilaginous  drinks  and  broths. 
Thefe  may  act  in  the  firft  place  by  Sheath- 
ing the  ftomach  and  bowels  directly  from 
the  effect  of  the  medicine  ;  and  they  may 
alfo  prove  ilfeful  by  promoting  the  natu- 
ral tendency  which  this  form  of  mercury 
feems  to  have  to  pafs  off  by  the  fkin. 

Mercurius  dulcis,  or  calomel,  is  given 
by  fome  in  large  dofes  for  the  cure  of 
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fyphilis,  even  to  the  extent  of  ten  grains 
daily  *.  I  have  not  found,  however,  that 
this  is  necelTary,  and  it  very  commonly 
proves  injurious  both  to  the  Itomach  and 
bowels.  It  anfwers  better  in  dofes  of  a 
grain  repeated  three  times  a  day,  by 
which  it  more  readily  enters  the  blood 
than  when  given  in  larger  quantities,  and 
is  lefs  apt  to  be  carried  off  by  ftool. 

This  form  of  mercury  has  long  been 
in  general  ufe,  and  there  cannot  be  a 
greater  proof  of  its  fafety  and  utility 
than  its  being  ftill  preferred  by  many  of 
our  bed  practitioners.  When  as  completely 
deprived  as  pomble  of  its  acid,  I  believe  it 
to  be  one  of  our  bed  faline  preparations 
of  mercury.  In  this  ftate  it  commonly 
operates  mildly,  and  is  equally  powerful 
with  any  other  form  of  the  medicine  in 
curing  the  venereal  difeafe. 

Mercury  in  this  form  is  beft  given  in  a 
bolus,  in  pills,  or  in  powder,  for  it  is 
fcarcely  in  any  degree  foluble  in  water, 
and  it  is  fo  heavy  that  watery  fluids  do 

*  Vide  Appendix,  -No.  9. 
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not  fufpend  it,  fo  that  it  cannot  eafily  be 
given  in  a  mixture. 

The  pulvis  mercurius  cinereus  is  ano- 
ther very  ufeful  preparation  of  mercury  *. 
It  alfo  requires  to  6e  given  in  a  fo  lid  form. 
The  dofe  is  two,  three,  or  four  grains 
evening  and  morning.  Some  have  ad- 
vifed  more,  but  I  have  not  found  that 
in  common  practice  more  can  with  fafety 
be  given. 

Hydrargyrus  vitriolatus  flavus,  or  tur- 
pethum  minerale,  is  particularly  apt,  as  I 
have  already  obferved,  to  act  upon  the  fto- 
mach;  but  even  this  form  of  mercury 
may  be  fo  given  as  to  cure  the  venereal 
difeafe  and  yet  prove  fumciently  mild  in 
its  operation  f .  In  dofes  of  five,  fix,  or 
leven  grains  it  acts  as  a  violent  emetic,  but 
it  may  with  fafety  be  given  to  the  extent 
of  a  grain,  two  or  three  times  a  day,  parti- 
cularly if  each  dofe  be  conjoined  with 
half  a  grain  of  opium. 

*  Vide  Appendix,  No.  15. 
-J-  Vide  No.  16. 
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Hydrargyrus  acetatus,  or  mercury  com- 
bined with  the  acid  of  vinegar,  is  certain- 
ly more  mild  in  its  operation  than  any  of 
the  other  faline  calces  of  mercury  ;  nay,  it 
does  not  derange  the  ftomach  and  bowels 
fo  much  as  triturated  mercury  is  fre- 
quently found  to  do ;  but  from  all  the 
trials  that  I  have  made  of  it,  I  do  not 
conlider  it  as  equally  certain  in  curing  the 
venereal  difeafe.  The  fymptoms  abate 
while  the  patient  is  under  it  j  but  if  fome 
other  preparation  of  mercury  is  not  em- 
ployed either  along  with  it  or  continued 
afterwards,  they  are  very  apt  to  appear 
again  foon  after  it  is  laid  afide. 

I  have  judged  it  proper  to  take  this  par- 
ticular notice  of  all  the  preparations  of 
mercury  now  generally  employed  for  in- 
ternal ufe  ;  and  from  what  I  have  faid,  it 
will  be  obvious  that  fome  of  them  are  for 
ordinary  purpofes  preferable  to  others.  In 
common  practice,  the  preparations  of  mer- 
cury obtained  by  triture,  and  particularly 
the  blue  mercurial  pill,  will  be  found  to 
be  the  beft.    But  as  cafes  fometimes  oc- 
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cur  which  do  not  readily  yield  to  any  one 
form  of  medicine,  we  are  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  having  recourfe  to  others ;  and 
from  what  we  have  already  had  occafion 
to  remark,  the  choice  may  be  readily  de- 
termined. We  mail  befides  have  farther 
opportunities  of  fpeaking  upon  this  point 
when  we  came  to  treat  of  the  cure  of  the 
different  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe. 

But  although  we  may  in  a  great  pn> 
portion  of  cafes  be  able  to  cure  the  dif- 
eafe by  one  or  other  of  thefe  forms  of  mer- 
cury, and  in  moft  inftances  without  any 
injury  to  the  conftitution,  yet  we  find  that 
even  the  mildeft  preparation  we  can  em- 
ploy, and  under  whatever  caution  it  may 
be  given,  is  occafionally  apt  to  affect  both 
the  ftomach  and  bowels  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner that  we  are  under  the  neceffity  either 
of  giving  it  in  too  fmall  quantities  for  the 
purpofe  of  curing  the  difeafe,  or  of  lay- 
ing it  afide  perhaps  entirely,  in  order  to 
make  trial  of  the  medicine  in  fome  other 
form. 

Our 
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Our  fureft  method  of  obviating  this  ef- 
fect of  mercury  is  to  apply  it  to  the  fur- 
face  of  the  body  only*  a  practice  which 
<pught  as  much  as  pomble  to  be  adopted; 
and  to  which  the  chief  objection  is,  the 
trouble  of  applying  it.  The  advantages, 
however,  which  attend  it  are  fo  great 
that  every  objection  of  this  kind  mould 
as  much  as  pomble  be  made  to  give  way 
to  it.  A  patient  may  be  fo  fituated  that 
lie  cannot  ufe  the  medicine  in  this  way ; 
and  inflances  occur  occaflonally  in  which 
the  mercury  is  not  readily  taken  up  by 
the  abforbents  on  the  furface  of  the  body. 
In  both  of  thefe  cafes  we  are  under  the 
neceflity  of  giving  it  inwardly ;  but  fcarce- 
ly  any  other  good  caufe  can  occur  for  it. 
Nor  would  either  of  thefe  be  frequent  if 
the  advantages  of  the  practice  were  fufE- 
ciently  explained  to  our  patients,  and  due 
attention  given  to  the  proper  application 
of  the  mercury.  It  fometimes  indeed 
happens  that  mercury  does  not  eafiJy  en- 
ter the  fyftem  in  any  form,  and  does 
not  in  the  ufual  time  affect  either  the  fali- 

Q_2  vary 
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vary  or  other  excretory  organs.  In  fuch 
cafes,  where  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe 
are  urgent,  we  fhould  not  be  confined  to 
any  one  method  of  cure,  and  the  medicine 
fhould  be  given  in  every  form  in  which  it 
is  likely  to  prove  uleful ;  but  it  is  proper 
to  remark,  that  failures  of  this  kind  are 
much  more  frequent  from  the  internal 
exhibition  of  mercury  than  from  the  out- 
ward application  of  it,  and  which  is  ano- 
ther important  advantage  that  we  derive 
from  ufing  it  in  this  manner.  Different 
reafons  indeed  may  be  mentioned  for  this 
being  the  cafe  ;  the  readinefs  with  which 
mercury  given  by  the  mouth  is  carried 
off  by  ftool ;  the  great  quantity  of  food 
with  which  it  is  often  mixed  in  the  flo- 
mach,  and  by  which  we  may  fuppofe 
that  a  confiderable  part  of  the  fmall 
quantity  that  we  dare  ever  venture  to  give 
in  this  manner  is  prevented  from  com- 
ing into  contact  with  the  abforbents  of  the 
inteftines ;  and  lafhly,  the  great  extent 
of  furface  to  which  we  can  apply  it  ex- 
ternallv. 

By 
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By  fome  it  is  alledged  as  an  objection 
to  this  mode  of  ufing  mercury,  that 
we  cannot  exactly  afcertain  the  quantity 
that  enters  the  fyftem.  This,  however, 
holds  equally  ftrong  againft  every  way  in 
which  we  can  give  it,  nor  is  it  a  point  of 
any  importance.  It  is  not  fo  much  by 
the  quantity  we  employ,  as  by  the  effects 
which  remit  from  it,  that  we  ought  to  be 
directed.  The  ufual  effects  of  mercury 
upon  the  mouth,  and  in  the  cure  of  the 
different  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  will, 
with  fome  patients,  take  place  from  half 
the  quantity  of  the  medicine  required  by 
others ;  but  were  it  an  object  of  much 
more  importance  than  it  appears  to  be, 
I  do  not  fee  how  the  quantity  of  active 
mercury  entering  the  fyftem,  in  any  way 
we  may  ufe  it,  can  be  afcercained. 

It  is  alfo  mentioned  as  an  objection  to 
the  external  ufe  of  mercury,  that  it 
is  more  apt  to  excite  falivation  than 
when  given  by  the  mouth.  This,  how- 
ever, is  not  fo  much  an  objection  to 
the  practice  as  to  the  mode  of  conduct- 
or ing 
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ing  it.  Mercury  ufed  in  this  manner  en- 
ters the  fyftem  for  the  moft  part  fb  readily, 
that  thofe  who  have  not  been  accuflomed 
to  prefcribe  it,  are  no  doubt  apt  to  be  de- 
ceived with  it.  It  proceeds  quickly  to  the 
falivary  glands,  and  is  thus  more  apt  to 
excite  fudden  falivation  than  when  taken 
into  the  ftomach ;  but  this  proceeds  alto- 
gether from  inattention,  and  may  always 
be  prevented  by  applying  the  mercury  in 
fmall  quantity  at  firM,  and  increafing  it  ac- 
cording to  its  effects.  Our  being  able  to 
affect  the  fyftem  more  fpeedily  by  the  ex- 
ternal application  of  mercury  fhould  be 
conhdered  as  another  advantage  of  this 
mode  of  exhibition  ;  for  the  fymptoms  of 
fyphilis  in  fome  inftances  advance  fo  ra- 
pidly that  it  is  an  object  of  importance  to 
check  them  as  quickly  as  poffible.  Sali- 
vation appears  to  be  the  effect  of  a  certain 
quantity  of  mercury  in  the  fyftem,  in 
whatever  way  it  is  introduced.  Some  of 
the  more  acrid  preparations  pafs  off  in- 
deed more  readily  by  other  emunctories, 
hut  the  milder  forms  of  the  medicine,  and 
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which  I  have  endeavoured  to  {hew  ought 
in  mod  inftances  to  be  preferred,  are 
equally  ready  to  excite  falivation.  It  is 
true  that  more  time  is  required  to  throw 
the  quantity  into  the  fyftem  that  is  ne- 
ceffary  for  this  purpofe  by  one  mode  than 
by  another,  but  when  this  quantity  is  in- 
troduced the  effect  of  the  mercury  upon 
the  glands  of  the  mouth  is  uniformly  the 
fame  in  whatever  way  it  is  accomplished. 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  all  the  ob- 
jections that  have  been  made  to  this  me- 
thod of  exhibiting  mercury  are  trifling 
when  compared  with  the  advantages  it 
poflefTes  over  every  other  mode  of  ufing 
it,  fo  that  for  general  practice  it  ought  to 
be  preferred. 

I  own  indeed  that  at  one  period  I  was 
of  a  very  different  opinion  upon  this  point; 
but  this  proceeded  from  my  not  being  fo 
well  acquainted  with  the  fuperior  advan- 
tages of  ufing  mercury  in  the  form  of 
unction  as  I  now  am,  and  which  I  now 
therefore  very  generally  prefer. 

0^4  Mer- 
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Mercury  will  pafs  into  the  fy ftem  in  va- 
rious forms  from  the  furface  of  the  body. 
JLues  Venerea  has  been  cured  by  frequent 
immerfions  of  the  feet  and  legs  in  a  folu- 
tion  of  corrofive  fublimate.  The  applica- 
tion of  a  mercurial  plaifter  to  the  furface 
of  the  body,  if  of  any  confiderable  extent, 
will  alfo  cure  the  difeafe  ;  and  we  are  in- 
debted to  Mr.  Clare  of  London  for  a  third 
method  of  throwing  mercury  into  the  fyf- 
tem  from  the  furface  *.  By  rubbing  ca- 
lomel into  the  infide  of  the  cheeks  Mr. 
Clare  found,  and  his  obfervations  have  in 
fome  degree  been  confirmed  by  experience, 
that  we  can  not  only  excite  falivation  by 
this  means,  but  cure  every  fymptom  of 
fyphilis.  Nay,  the  rubbing  of  a  few  grains 
of  calomel  upon  the  infide  of  the  prepu- 
tium  or  labia  pudendi  foon  affects  the 
fyftem  and  excites  the  mercurial  foetor  in 
the  breath  and  forenefs  of  the  gums.  But 

*  Vide  an  ElTay  on  the  Cure  of  Abfceffes  by  Cauf- 
tic,  &c.  alfo  a  Mew  Method  of  introducing  Mercury 
into  the  Circulation,  by  P.  Clare,  Surgeon. 

although 
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although  I  have  found  this  in  fome  in- 
ftances  to  be  true,  the  practice  has  alfo  in 
feveral  of  the  trials  I  made  of  it  failed  en- 
tirely ;  that  is,  it  did  not  cure  the  fymp- 
toms  for  which  it  was  employed,  and 
which  were  afterwards  removed  by  other 
preparations  of  mercury.  I  muft  own, 
however,  that  the  experience  I  have  yet 
had  of  this  method  of  ufing  mercury  does 
not  entitle  me  to  fpeak  decifively  concern- 
ing it ;  but  I  conclude  either  that  limilar 
failures,  or  fome  other  objections  of  im- 
portance, have  occurred  to  it  in  the  prac- 
tice of  others,  for  we  do  not  now  hear 
that  it  is  employed,  although  Mr.  Clare's 
book  has  been  publifhed  upwards  of 
twelve  years. 

One  obvious  caufe  of  this,  and  of  the 
other  modes  I  have  mentioned  of  apply- 
ing mercury  externally,  falling  into  dif- 
ufe  is,  that  all  of  them  feem  to  be  much 
inferior  to  the  method  of  introducing  it 
in  the  form  of  an  ointment,  and  which 
was  the  firft,  I  may  obferve,  that  was  em-r 
ployed  for  the  cure  of  Lues  Venerea.  It 

is 


250  Of  the  Remedies  ufed       Ch.  IV. 

is  commonly  termed  the  method  of  cure 
by  unction,  or  inunction. 

An  ointment  for  this  purpofe  may  be 
made  with  different  proportions  of  mer- 
cury ;  but  the  beft  I  have  tried  is  that  in 
which  there  are  two  parts  of  the  unguent 
to  one  of  crude  mercury.  In  the  form 
commonly  ufed  the  ointment  and  mer- 
cury are  in  equal  parts  ;  but  the  other, 
while  it  proves  equally  powerful,  if  it  be 
applied  over  a  greater  furface,  has  the  ad- 
vantage of  not  being  fo  apt  to  irritate  the 
fkin. 

In  order  to  promote  the  abforption  of 
the  mercury  it  has  been  the  practice  with 
many  to  advife  the  body  to  be  immerfed 
in  a  warm  bath,  once  and  again,  before 
the  courfe  is  commenced,  and  to  repeat  it 
once  or  twice  a  week  during  the  whole  con- 
tinuance of  it.  They  likewife  think  that 
the  bathing  proves  ufeful  by  giving  the 
mercury  a  particular  determination  to  the 
Ikin,  and  thus  preventing  it  from  pro- 
ducing falivation.  I  have  not  found, 
however,  that  a  frequent  ufe  of  the  warm 
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bath  is  neceffary.  It  cannot  in  every  fitu- 
ation  be  obtained  but  with  much  difficul- 
ty, and  if  not  very  properly  conducted  it 
is  apt,  during  a  courfe  of  mercury,  to  ex- 
pofe  the  patient  to  fuffer  from  the  effects 
of  cold.  Before  the  commencement  of 
the  courfe,  where  the  fkin  is  particularly 
dry,  1  have  fometimes  thought  it  right  to 
advife  the  ufe  of  a  warm  bath,  but  as  in 
o$her  inftances  of  a  fimilar  nature  the  re- 
medy has  anfwered  equally  well  where 
this  precaution  was  not  taken,  I  do.  not 
conceive  that  it  is  of  much  importance, 
and  I  now  feldom  employ  it. 

Where  the  remedy  is  chiefly  employed 
for  the  removal  of  a  local  affection,  fuch 
as  bubo,  we  endeavour  to  make  it  pafs 
through  the  lymphatic  velfels  of  the  part, 
and  in  fuch  cafes  this  determines  the  place 
to  which  the  ointment  mould  be  applied ; 
but  where  no  local  fymptom  of  this  kind 
takes  place,  it  may  be  applied  with  equal 
fafety  and  propriety  to  any  part  of  the 
body,  and  the  place  of  application  mould 
]be  changed  from  day  to  day.    By  this 

means 
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means  we  obviate  the  irritation*  of  the 
fkin,  which  is  apt  to  happen  from  apply- 
ing it  repeatedly  to  the  fame  place,  at  the 
fame  time  that  we  promote  the  abforption 
of  the  mercury.  I  may  alfo  remark,  that 
although,  for  the  reafons  I  have  given 
above,  it  does  not  appear  to  be  necelfary 
to  immerfe  the  whole  body  in  a  warm 
bath  during  a  courfe  of  mercury,  yet  that 
fome  advantage  is  occafionally  derived 
from  caufmg  the  parts  upon  which  the 
ointment  has  been  rubbed  be  well  bathed 
with  foap  and  water  before  repeating  it 
upon  the  fame  place.  It  may  therefore 
be  proper  to  advife  this  to  be  generally 
done. 

In  applying  the  ointment,  fome  have 
imagined  that  we  need  only  lay  it  upon 
the  fkin,  and  that  it  will  enter  the  ab- 
forbents  with  equal  certainty  whether  fric- 
tion is  ufed  or  not.  This,  however,  is 
by  no  means  the  cafe.  I  have  repeatedly 
put  it  to  the  teft  of  experiment,  and  it  evi- 
dently appears  that  abforption  is  promot- 
ed by  gentle  friction.    This  indeed  is  fo 
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confonant  to  general  experience,  that  fome 
may  be  Turprifed  at  my  taking  notice  of 
it,  nor  would  I  have  judged  it  neceffary 
if  the  contrary  opinion  had  not  of  late 
been  fupported  by  authority  of  fome 
weight. 

When  the  patient  is  able,  the  friction 
mould  be  applied  with  his  own  harfds  : 
Otherwife  it  mufl  be  done  by  an  amflant, 
his  hands  being  covered  with  a  thin  blad- 
der. For  want  of  this  precaution,  the  a£- 
fiflant  is  apt  to  be  falivated  while  the  pa- 
tient is  deprived  of  a  portion  of  the  mer- 
cury. According  to  the  nature  of  the 
cafe,  from  a  drachm  and  a  half  to  two 
drachms  of  the  ointment  mould  be  rub- 
bed in  daily,  and  it  anfwers  better  to  ap- 
ply it  at  two  different  times  than  all  at 
once.  For  the  purpofe  of  applying  pro- 
perly this  quantity  of  ointment,  that  is 
from  forty- five  grains  to  a  drachm,  twen- 
ty or  twenty-five  minutes  of  gentle  fric- 
tion is  neceffary,  the  patient  while  under 
it  being  expofed  to  the  heat  of  a  mo- 
derate fire. 

VI.  Of 
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VI.  Of  the  Duration  of  a  Mercurial  Courfc, 
and  the  Qua?itity  of  Mercury  to  be  exhi- 
bited. 

In  the  preceding  parts  of  this  fectiori 
I  have  enumerated  the  different  prepara- 
tions of  mercury  which  chiefly  merit  at- 
tention, with  the  dofes  of  each,  which 
may  with  fafety  be  employed.  I  am  now 
to  offer  a  few  obfervations  upon  the  quan- 
tity of  mercury  to  be  given,  and  the 
length  of  time  to  which  a  courfe  of 
this  medicine  mould  extend  ;  queftions  of 
the  firft  importance  in  the  treatment  of 
the  venereal  difeafe. 

As  falivation  is  one  of  the  moft  obvious 
effects  of  mercury,  practitioners  began 
very  early  to  imagine  that  the  morbid 
matter  ot  Lues  Venerea  was  carried  off  in 
this  manner ;  and  at  laft  it  was  generally 
believed  that  a  cure  could  not  be  obtain- 
ed if  a  very  confiderable  difcharge  of  faliva 
did  not  take  place.    In  confequence  of 

this 
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this  every  patient  labouring  under  Lues 
Venerea  was  made  to  falivate;  and  as  it  was 
thought  to  be  of  importance  to  have  this 
quickly  accomplilhed,  mercury  was  im- 
mediately applied  in  the  mod  effectual 
manner  for  this  purpofe.  It  was  either 
prefcribed  in  large  dofes,  and  thefe  fre- 
quently repeated  by  the  mouth,  or  fric- 
tions with  ftrong  mercurial  ointment  were 
applied  over  the  legs  and  arms,  and  in 
fome  inftances  even  over  the  whole  body. 

In  this  manner  the  fyftem  was  very 
quickly  charged  with  as  much  mercury 
as  it  could  bear,  and  for  the  moft  part  a 
cure  of  all  the  fymptoms  was  no  doubt  ef- 
fected :  But  the  fudden  manner  in  which 
this  great  quantity  of  mercury  was  intro- 
duced, and  the  violent  evacuations  which 
it  excited,  together  with  the  low  regi- 
men with  which  it  was  commonly  accom- 
panied, reduced  even  the  ftrongeft  confti- 
tutions  to  a  degree  of  debility  from 
which  they  feldom  entirely  recovered  ;  fo 
that  a  great  proportion  of  all  delicate 
people  funk  under  it. 

A  courfe 
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A  courfe  of  mercury,  conducted  in  this 
manner,  became  therefore  nearly  as  for- 
midable as  the  difeafe  for  which  it  was 
prefcribed,  and  no  other  remedies  being 
difcovered  the  fame  practice  was  ftill  pur- 
fued,  till  a  confiderable  time  after  the 
commencement  of  the  prefent  century. 
About  this  period  fome  abatement  of  this 
rigorous  courfe  was  introduced ;  but  it 
was  not  till  of  late  years  that  any  material 
innovation  took  place  in  it. 

This  may  be  confidered  as  one  advan- 
tage among  Others  that  might  be  mention- 
ed, which  we  have  derived  from  rational 
theory.  Some  practitioners  fufpecling 
that  the  falivary  difcharge  produced  by 
mercury  could  not  probably  be  the 
means  by  which  the  cure  of  Lues  Vene^ 
rea  was  accomplifhed,  and  fome  trials 
which  favoured  this  fuppofition  being 
made,  they  foon  came  to  think  that  all 
the  fymptonis  of  the  difeafe  might  be  re- 
moved with  much  lefs  mercury  than  had 
commonly  been  employed.  If  the  change 
of  practice,  which  occurred  as  a  confe- 
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quence  of  this  opinion,  had  relied  here, 
much  advantage  would  have  been  derived 
from  it.    But  this  was  not  the  cafe.  In 
every  attempt  to  introduce  an  alteration, 
while  we  endeavour  to  avoid  one  extreme 
we  are  apt  to  fall  into  another.    The  in- 
conveniences and  diftrefs  induced  by  mer- 
cury in  the  way  in  which  it  had  formerly 
been  given  being  fo  great  that  every  pa- 
tient was  much  afraid  of  being  put  under 
it,  any  alteration  that  was  propofed  for 
leffening  their  fufferings  was  mofl  readily 
adopted,   and    practitioners  perfuading 
themfelves  that  it  might  be  done  with 
fafety,  and  wifhing  to  adopt  the  treatment 
of  the  difeafe  to  the  feelings  of  their  pa- 
tients, they  unfortunately  allowed  this  to 
carry  them  too  great  a  length.    So  far  as 
the  eafe  and  comfort  of  a  patient  is  con- 
fiftent  with  his  fafety  he  is  certainly  en- 
titled to  it,  but  more  than  this  he  mould 
not  be  indulged  in.  There  is  much  caufe, 
however,  to  think  that  this  has  happened 
in  the  change  of  practice  which  has  taken 
place  in  Lues  Venerea.    Inftead  of  the 
Vol.  Hi  R  full 
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full  falivation  that  patients  were  formerly- 
put  under,  and  the  Uriel:  confinement 
with  which  this  was  accompanied,  a 
courfe,  commonly  termed  alterative,  was 
judged  fufficient.  In  this,  if  the  mercury 
is  allowed  merely  to  be  felt  in  the  breath, 
or  by  the  flighteft  forenefs  of  the  gums, 
it  is  never  permitted  to  go  farther,  and 
the  patient,  in  a  great  proportion  of  cafes,  is 
allowed  during  the  whole  time  that  he  is 
taking  it  to  go  abroad.  That  this  will 
prove  fufficient  in  many  flight  infections, 
and  that  it  will  even  anfwer  in  many  cafes 
of  a  worfe  nature,  if  the  courfe  is  carried 
to  a  proper  length,  I  know  from  expe- 
rience is  true ;  but  I  alfo  know  that  it 
ultimately  fails  in  a  great  proportion  of 
cafes  that  are  more  inveterate  and  of  long 
duration.  Even  in  thefe  it  foon  gives  a 
check  to  all  the  fymptoms,  and  will  often 
make  them  difappear  entirely  ;  but  where- 
ever  the  fyftem  is  deeply  injured,  parti- 
cularly if  the  difeafe  has  attacked  the 
bones,  although  a  cure  may  in  fome  in- 
stances be  completed  by  fuch  a  courfe, 
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and  in  all  of  them  may  be  apparently  ob- 
tained, yet  in  many  the  difeafe  will  af- 
terwards break  out  again,  and  in  all,,  even 
the  firft  removal  of  the  fymptoms  will  be 
protracted  to  a  much  greater  length  than 
if  more  mercury  had  been  given. 

When  I  firft  engaged  in  practice  the 
treatment  of  Lues  Venerea  upon  this  plan 
was  by  many  adopted  in  its  fulleft  extent, 
and  I  mult  own  that  few  went  more  free- 
ly into  it  than  I  did.  The  opinion  of  fa- 
livation  being  unneceffary,  and  that  an 
alterative  courfe  was  fufficient,  had  not 
only  been  taught  in  the  fchools  of  medi- 
cine but  the  practice  had  been  adopted 
by  many  of  our  bell  phyficians  and  fur- 
geons.  Beginners  therefore  went  readily 
into  it;  but  if  others  from  farther  expe- 
rience have  been  led  to  form  the  fame 
opinion  of  it  which  I  have  done  it  will 
foon,  except  in  the  flighteft  cafes,  be  gene- 
rally laid  afide.  The  remit  of  all  my  ex- 
perience is,  that  I  am  now  fully  fatisfied 
that  to  render  general  practice  in  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe  fafe,  that  is  to  guard  as 
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much  as  poflible  agaiuft  a  return  of  the 
difeafe,  a  middle  courfe  muft  be  obfep'ed 
between  the  fevcre  degrees  of  falivation 
which  our  forefathers  judged  neceffary 
and  the  oppoiite  extreme  into  which  the 
moderns  have  fallen. 

In  cafes  of  a  flight  nature,  that  is  in 
the  incipient  Hate  of  mild  chancres,  what 
is  commonly  termed  an  alterative  courfe 
will  be  found  fufficient.  If  the  mouth  be 
rendered  gently  fore,  and  kept  in  this  ftate 
for  eight  or  ten  days  after  the  chancres  are 
cured,  no  more  will  be  neceffary.  But 
even  in  the  treatment  of  chancres  only, 
if  they  have  been  of  long  duration,  or  not 
of  the  mildeft  kind,  and  in  every  other 
fymptom  of  the  difeafe,  the  mercury 
ihould  in  a  gradual  manner  be  given  fo  as 
either  to  induce  a  very  considerable  de- 
cree of  forenefs  in  the  mouth,  and  which 
in  moft  inftances  will  be  attended  with  an 
increafed  difcharge  from  the  falivary 
glands,  or  when  from  peculiarity  of  con- 
fntution  this  cannot  be  induced,  we  Ihould 
perfift  in  the  ufe  of  mercury  till  the  fe- 
brile fymptoms  which  it  ufually  excites  are 
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brought  to  as  great  a  height  as  the  pa- 
tient can  eafily  bear.  It  will  generally  in- 
deed be  perceived  that  thofe  fymptoms 
of  the  difeafe  to  which  I  allude  cannot 
be  cured  but  with  fuch  a  quantity  of 
mercury  as  perhaps  in  every  inftance  ex- 
cites heat,  quicknefs  of  puife,  anxiety, 
and  reftleffnefs,  and  in  proportion  as  the 
patient  is  able  to  bear  thefe  in  a  greater 
or  lefTer  degree  the  fooner  and  more  ef- 
fectually will  he  get  free  of  the  difeafe. 

I  have  already  obferved  that  I  give  a 
general  preference  to  the  method  of  cure 
by  unction ;  but  whatever  preparation  of 
mercury  we  make  ufe  of,  it  ought,  in  or- 
dinary cafes,  to  be  pufhed  in  a  gradual 
manner  to  the  extent  1  have  mentioned  ; 
and  when  as  much  of  it  is  employed  as  is 
fufficient  for  this  effect,  it  ought  to  be 
continued  fo  as  to  keep  the  fyftem  in  an 
equal  degree  under  its  influence,  not  only 
till  all  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  are  re- 
moved but  for  fome  time  thereafter.  This 
will  in  different  cafes  happen  at  different 
periods  of  a  courfe,  and  with  very  diffe- 
rent quantities  of  mercury.  It  is  there- 
in 3  fore 
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fore  obvious  that  nothing  decifive  can  l}e 
mentioned,  either  of  the  length  of  time 
to  which  a  mercurial  courfe  mould  ex- 
tend or  of  the  quantity  of  the  medicine  that 
fhould  be  given.  Our  fureft,  and  perhaps 
only  guide  that  mould  be  trufted,  is  the 
remit  of  experience  in  fimilar  cafes  ;  and 
as  the  certainty  of  guarding  againft  a  re- 
lapfe  is  a  point  of  the  fir  ft  importance  no- 
thing mould  ever  be  left  in  doubt  that 
may  be  required  for  this  purpofe.  In  all 
primary  affections,  that  is,  in  chancres 
and  buboes  only,  and  where  no  other 
fymptom  of  the  difeafe  has  appeared,  I 
have  found  that  a  courfe  of  mercury 
conducted  in  the  manner  I  have  mention- 
ed, and  continued  for  a  fortnight  after  the 
fymptoms  have  difappeared,  has  at  all 
times  proved  fufficient ;  but  wherever  the 
ikin,  throat,  or  bones  have  been  affected, 
I  now  always  advife  the  remedy  to  be 
perfifted  in  for  the  fpace  of  a  month  after 
the  cure  is  apparently  completed.  I  can- 
not pofitively  fay  that  lefs  than  this  would 
not  do,  but  in  a  matter  of  fuch  moment^ 
where  the  health  and  happinefs  not  only 
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of  the  patient  but  of  his  progeny  are  at 
ftake,  it  is  better  to  exceed  by  giving  00 
cafionally  fomewhat  more  than  might  be 
neceflary  than  incur  the  fmalleft  rifk  of 
the  poifon  being  ever  to  appear  at  any  fu- 
ture period. 

I  have  faid  that  in  ordinary  practice  the 
mercury  mould  be  pufhed  in  a  gradual 
manner  to  the  extent  to  which  we  mean 
to  carry  it ;  that  is,  a  fmall  quantity 
ihould  be  employed  at  firft,  and  gradual- 
ly increafed  till  the  full  effects  expected 
from  it  are  excited,  by  which  we  not  only 
avoid  the  inconveniencies  which  always 
occur  from  a  falivation  being  fuddenly  in- 
duced but  are  thereby  enabled  to  throw 
in  a  much  greater  quantity,  and  to  keep 
the  fyftem  more  completely  under  its  in- 
fluence during  the  whole  courfe  than  we 
ever  can  do  when  much  mercury  is  given 
at  once ;  and  this,  I  may  obferve,  is  a 
point  of  the  firft  importance  in  the  treat- 
ment of  fyphilis,  for  whoever  has  paid  at- 
tention to  the  fubject  muft  have  perceived 
that  our  fuccefs  depends  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  upon  the  effects  of  the  medicine  being 
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fully  and  regularly  kept  up  during  the 
whole  duration  of  the  courfe,  and  which 
can  feldom  be  done  where  it  is  not  given 
in  a  gradual  manner  at  fir  ft.  When  the 
fever,  falivation,  and  other  fymptoms  be- 
come fevere,  and  which  they  are  very  apt 
to  do  when  the  mercury  is  given  in  large 
quantities  at  firft,  an  interruption  muft 
neceffarily  take  place,  and  it  is  the  effect 
of  every  interruption  to  protract  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  courfe  and  often  to  de- 
ceive both  the  practitioner  and  patient. 
My  opinion,  in  fhort,  upon  this  point  is, 
that  our  certainty  of  obtaining  a  fpeedy 
and  permanent  cure  of  any  fymptom  of 
Lues  Venerea  is  not  merely  in  proportion 
to  the  quantity  of  mercury  we  employ, 
but  to  the  quantity  which  in  an  active  ftate 
can  be  thrown  into  the  fyftem  in  a  given 
fpace  of  time. 

But  while  with  a  view  to  this  I  have 
advifed  that  in  common  practice  mer- 
cury mould  be  given  at  firft  in  a  gra- 
dual or  flow  manner,  it  is  proper  to  re- 
mark that  cafes  are  fometimes  met  with 
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in  which  it  is  neceffary  to  adopt  a  diffe- 
rent practice.  Wherever  the  fymptoms 
of  the  difeafe  are  particularly  urgent,  from 
their  being  deeply  feated  in  parts  of  much 
importance,  and  from  the  progrefs  which 
they  are  making  being  rapid,  we  are  jufti- 
fied  in  deviating  from  this  general  rule, 
and  in  applying  the  mercury  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  will  moft  fpeedily  get  it  in  a 
very  ample  quantity  thrown  into  the  fy In- 
tern. In  this  way  a  check  will  foon  be 
given  to  the  farther  progrefs  of  the  difeafe, 
when  the  medicine,  during  the  reft  of  the 
courfe,  may  be  given  in  the  gradual  man- 
ner which  I  have  juft  pointed  out. 

The  time  to  be  employed  in  a  courfe 
of  mercury,  and  the  quantity  to  be  given, 
are  circumftances,  as  I  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  that  cannot  with  any  exactnefs  be 
afcertained.  They  depend  in  a  great  mea- 
iure,  as  we  have  had  occafion  to  remark, 
upon  the  effects  with  which  they  are  at- 
tended, but  I  may  obferve  in  general,  that 
few  cafes  are  fo  bad  as  to  require  the  me- 
dicine, when  properly  conducted,  to  be 
continued  longer  than  nine  or  ten  weeks. 
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In  recent  cafes  four  or  five  weeks  are  for 
the  mofl  part  fufficient;  while  in  fome 
obltinate  old  affections,  where  the  bones 
have  either  been  difeafed,  or  the  ulcers 
very  foul  and  extenfive,  I  have  known  it 
neceffary  to  go  on  to  the  twelfth  or  thir- 
teenth week. 

During  thefe  periods  ointment  of  the 
fiirength  I  have  mentioned  may  be  rubbed 
in  from  the  quantity  of  three  ounces  to 
eight  or  ten.  When  the  blue  mercurial 
pill  is  employed  and  properly  prepared 
the  quantity  may  vary  from  four  or  five 
drachms  to  two  ounces,  or  even  to  two  and 
a  half,  or  three  ounces.  Whenever  thefe 
quantities  are  exceeded  there  js  much 
caufe  to  fuppofe  that  a  great  proportion 
of  the  medicine  has  not  entered  the  fyf- 
tem,  either  from  the  improper  inethpd 
of  applying  it  or  fome  other  caufe. 

The  opinion  which  I  have  thus  ven- 
tured to  fuggeft  of  the  effects  of  mercury 
depending  chiefly  upon  the  quantity 
which  in  an  active  ftate  can  be  thrown 
into  the  fyflem  in  a  given  fpace  of  time, 
will,  at  firft,  be  doubted  by  many.  Being 
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contrary  to  the  practice  which  now  gene- 
rally prevails,  few  may  be  inclined  to  fol- 
low it,  but  thofe  who  do  will  have  the  fa- 
tisfaction  to  find  that  by  means  of  it  they 
render  their  patients  much  more  f  cure 
than  can  poffibly  be  done  in  any  ocher 
manner.  By  giving  as  large  a  quantity 
of  mercury  as  the  patient  can  with  fafety 
bear,  they  will  find  that  the  moll:  invete- 
rate fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  may  be  cured 
in  much  lefs  time,  and  with  much  more 
certainty  than  they  ufually  are  by  an  al- 
terative courfe,  which,  however  well  it 
may  be  adapted  for  the  cure  of  the  flighter 
fymptoms  of  fyphilis,  is  by  no  means  fuf- 
ficient  for  the  removal  of  the  more  ad- 
vanced ftages  of  the  difeafe. 

Many  practitioners  think  that  the 
fame  quantity  of  mercury  muft  prove 
equally  \ifeful  in  whatever  time  it  may  be 
given,  provided  the  mouth  be  kept  mo- 
derately fore  during  the  whole  period. 
This,  however,  is  not  the  cafe.  I  have 
met  with  various  inflances  of  venereal 
fores,  as  well  as  other  fymptoms,  which 
had  either  obftinately  refilled  a  very  long 
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continued  courfe  of  this  kind,  or  which 
had  recurred  from  time  to  time  after  a 
curt:  had-*  been  fuppofed  to  be  obtained, 
and  which  at  laft  were  entirely  removed 
by  a  much  lefs  quantity  of  the  medicine 
being  given  in  a  ihorter  period.  What  I 
wifh  to  inculcate  is,  that  the  more  inve- 
terate fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  will  feldom 
yield  to  an  alterative  courfe  of  mercury, 
however  long  it  may  be  protracted,  while 
the  fame  quantity  of  the  medicine  will 
feldom  fail,  when  given  fo  as  to  keep  the 
fyftem  for  a  fhorter  period  more  complete- 
ly under  its  influence.  I  have  now  the 
hi  (lory  of  more  than  fifty  cafes  in  which 
this  actually  happened ;  where  venereal 
fores,  from  refilling  mercury  under  an  al- 
terative courfe,  were  judged  to  be  incur- 
able, and  where  complete  cures  were  after- 
wards obtained  merely  by  carrying  the 
ufe  of  mercury  to  a  greater  length  than 
had  previoufly  been  done. 
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VII.  Of  the  Regimen  to  be  obferved  during  & 
Courfe  of  Mercury. 

It  was  formerly  the  practice  and  {till  is 
in  fome  parts  of  Europe,to  put  every  patient 
while  taking  mercury  upon  a  low  diet,  and 
previous  to  the  commencement  of  the 
courfe  blood-letting  and  purgatives  were 
prefcribed. 

When  it  is  neceffary  in  a  full  habit  of 
body  to  throw  in  any  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  mercury  very  quickly,  and  efpe- 
c.ially  when  it  is  known  that  the  patient 
has  been  liable  to  inflammatory  com- 
plaints, fome  previous  evacuation  is  pro- 
per, and  the  patient,  during  the  firft  part 
of  the  courfe,  fhould  be  kept  upon  a  low 
allowance.    But  in  general  there  is  no 
caufe  for  this,  and  the  cure  proceeds  with 
leaft  difficulty  when  the  patient  is  kept 
upon  his  ufual  diet.    It  is  the  effect  in- 
deed of  mercury  to  produce  weaknefs  in 
fuch  a  degree,  that  if  not  counteracted  by 
nourifhing  diet,  it  is  apt  to  injure  the  con- 
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ilitution  materially.  Of  this  I  have  met 
with  fo  many  inftances,  that  unlefs  where 
fome  ftrong  objection  occurs  to  it, I  always 
defire  patients  under  mercury  to  live  as 
well  as  a  perfon  in  health  ought  to  do. 
A  full  allowance  of  animal  food  would, 
in  mod  inftances  be  improper,  but  I  have 
never  obferved  any  harm  occur  from  a 
plentiful  ufe  of  any  other  article  that  did 
not  difagree  with  the  ftomach  and  bowels. 
When  mercury  is  taken  by  the  mouth 
acid  vegetables  are  apt  to  do  harm  j  but 
there  is  no  caufe  for  avoiding  them  when 
the  cure  is  conducted  by  unction. 

Patients  under  mercury  are  commonly 
defired  to  avoid  wine  and  even  malt  li- 
quor. A  great  quantity  of  either  ought 
never  to  be  given  ;  but  in  moderate 
quantities  they  may  be  ufed  with  fafety. 
Different  opinions  have  alfo  been  enter- 
tained refpecting  the  propriety  of  pa- 
tients going  abroad  while  under  mercury. 
So  far  as  my  obfervation  enables  me  to 
decide,  I  think  there  fhould  be  but  one  opi- 
nion upon  the  fubject.  We  are  often  ob- 
liged to  allow  venereal  patients  when  ufing 
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mercury  to  go  abroad,  and  to  manage 
their  ordinary  bufinefs,  but  I  have  never 
done  fo  but  with  regret.  Expofure  to  the 
irregularities  of  the  external  atmofphere 
always  does  harm  in  a  courfe  of  mercury. 
It  is  apt  to  produce  diftrefs  at  ftomach, 
pains  in  the  bowels,  and  purging.  This 
neceflarily  impedes  the  operation  of  the 
medicine,  by  which  the  cure  is  not  only 
protracted  but  rendered  more  uncertain. 
I  am  clearly  of  opinion  therefore,  that  this 
kind  of  expofure  mould  at  all  times  be 
avoided.  At  the  fame  time  I  do  not  think 
it  neceffary  that  patients  under  mercury 
mould  be  kept  in  a  great  degree  of  heat. 
On  the  contrary,  much  advantage  is  de- 
rived from  their  living  in  a  large  well- 
aired  apartment,  and  in  a  degree  of  heat 
that  is  moft  agreeable  to  their  own  feel- 
ings. Nay,  except  in  the  cold  weather  of 
winter  and  fpring,  there  is  no  neceffity 
for  confinement  to  one  apartment ;  and 
any  unufual  quantity  of  cloathing,  whe- 
ther in  bed  or  during  the  day,  is  altoge- 
ther unneceflary.  In  mort,  much  expo- 
fure appears  obvioufly  to  prove  hurtful, 
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while  no  advantage  is  derived  from  the 
patient  being  kept  in  an  unufual  degree 
of  heat. 

I  think  it  proper,  however,  to  obferve 
with  refpect  to  cloathing,  that  linen  mould 
never  be  worn  next  the  fkin  during  the 
ufe  of  mercury ;  whether  the  patient 
fweats  much  or  not  it  keeps  the  furface  of 
his  body  colder  than  it  ought  to  be  ;  and 
if  he  is  liable  to  plentiful  perfpiration  he 
is  even  apt  to  be  hurt  by  it.  Flannel 
fhould  be  wore  during  the  cold  of  winter 
and  fpring,  and  cotton  when  the  weather 
is  more  temperate. 

VIII.  Of  Prof  ufe  Salivation  and  fome  other 
Ejfccls  of  Mercury. 

We  have  already  had  occalion  to  fee 
that  in  the  cure  of  Lues  Venerea  there  is 
no  advantage  to  be  derived  from  any  in- 
creafe  that  may  be  made  to  any  of  the  fe- 
cretions.  But  we  have  alfo  feen  that  the 
advanced  ftages  of  the  difeafe  cannot  be 
with  certainty  cured  without  fuch  a  quan- 
tity of  mercury  being  thrown  into  the 
fyftem  as  very  commonly  excites  an  in- 

creafed 
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creafed  difcharge  of  all  the  fecretions,  and 
particularly  of  the  faliva.  When  this 
continues  moderate  no  harm  enfues  from 
it,  but  occafionally  they  come  to  fuch  a 
height  as  to  produce  much  inconveniency 
and  diftrefs.  Indeed  the  readinefs  with 
which  mercury  in  fome  cafes  runs  to  the 
mouth  is  fuch  that  it  is  with  difficulty  a 
fufficient  quantity  for  curing  the  dif- 
eafe  can  be  given  ;  and  it  produces,  I  may 
obferve,  one  of  the  moft  diftrefsful  cir- 
cumftances  that  we  meet  with  in  practice. 

The  moll  certain  method  of  prevent- 
ing fevere  falivation  is  the  gradual  exhi- 
bition of  mercury  in  the  manner  we  have 
already  pointed  out.  Occafionally  we 
fucceed  in  preventing  it  by  guarding 
againft  external  cold,  by  confinement  to 
the  houfe  and  the  ufe  of  warm  cloathing  of 
ilannel  or  cotton.  But  while  in  this  man- 
ner we  fupport  a  gentle  and  equal  flow  of 
the  matter  of  perfpiration i  fevere  fweating 
is  to  be  avoided,  which  always  proves  hurt- 
ful, and  even  fometimes,  as  I  have 
thought,  more  fo  than  profufe  falivation. 

Vol,  1 1,  S  But 
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But  in  fome  cafes,  even  with  all  the  atten- 
tion that  can  be  given,  the  mouth  becomes 
quickly  fore,  and  a  gradual  difcharge  of 
faliva  takes  place  much  fooner  than  is  ex- 
pected. 

Purgatives  are  the  remedies  moft  fre- 
quently employed  for  removing  faliva- 
tion  :  I  have  not  found,  however,  that 
they  prove  ufeful,  and  when  perfifted 
in  they  never  fail  to  do  harm,  for  they 
weaken  the  patient,  while  they  feldom 
have  any  effect  in  leffening  the  falivary 
difcharge. 

Bliflers  have  alfo  been  advifed.  The 
fenfe  of  fufFocation,  which  the  fwelling 
of  the  falivary  glands  fometimes  gives, 
would  appear  to  indicate  the  ufe  of  blis- 
ters. We  do  not  perceive,  however,  that 
they  have  much  influence  upon  the  dii- 
charge,  while  by  the  irritation  which 
they  excite  they  very  commonly  do  harm. 

As  fulphur  when  combined  with  mer- 
cury renders  it  fo  inert  that  it  fcarcely 
acts  upon  the  human  body,  many  have 
imagined  that  it  ought  to  have  fome  in- 
fluence in  lelfening  or  removing  the  or- 
dinary 
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dinary  effects  of  mercury  upon  the  fy£- 
tern.  We  do  not  find  in  practice,  how- 
ever, that  thefe  views  which  theory  fug- 
gefted  are  in  any  degree  realifed.  It  has 
often  been  employed  for  leffening  the 
violence  of  falivation,  but  few  inftances 
have  occurred  of  any  advantage  being  de- 
rived from  it; 

To  me  it  appears  that  this  efTec"l  of  mer- 
cury is  entirely  local,  and  to  be  cured 
therefore  with  moil  certainty  by  local  re- 
medies. It  is  obviously  the  confequence 
of  irritation  produced  by  mercury  upon 
the  falivary  glands :  The  dread,  there- 
fore, which  fome  have  entertained  of  ap- 
plying local  remedies  feems  to  have  no 
good  foundation  j  and  accordingly  I  have 
found  that  they  may  be  employed  with 
freedom;  As  a  warn  for  this  purpofe 
lime-water  proves  ufeful,  but  it  requires 
to  be  diluted.  A  ftrong  infuhon  of  red- 
rofe  leaves,  of  galls,  oak-bark,  and  other 
aftringents,  prove  alfo  ferviceable;  but  the 
tnoft  effectual  application  I  have  ever 
employed  is  a  ftrong  folution  of  bo- 
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rax  *  A  little  of  it  being  kept  in  the 
mouth  from  time  to  time  proves  exceed- 
ingly pleafant  and  foothing,  and  at  laffc 
has  often  an  obvious  effect  upon  the  quan- 
tity of  the  difcharge.  It  may  prove  in 
fome  degree  ufeful  as  an  aftringent,  but  it 
feems  to  act  chiefly  as  a  fedative  by  lefTen- 
ing  the  irritable  flate  of  the  falivary 
glands. 

It  is  evidently  in  this  manner  that 
opium  proves  ufeful  in  removing  faliva- 
tion ;  for  although  fome  advantage  is  de- 
rived from  applying  it  directly  to  the 
parts  affected  in  the  form  of  a  gargle  it 
"proves  always  much  more  ufeful  when 
given  internally.  A  dofe  of  laudanum, 
fufficient  to  allay  the  irritation  and  pain 
which  always  accompany  a  profufe  fali- 
vation,  and  to  procure  fleep  during  the 
night,  not  only  gives  temporary  relief 
but  is  the  mofl  powerful  remedy  we  can 
employ   for    removing   the  difcharge. 

*  Vide  Appendix,  No.  20. 
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When  the  uneafinefs  is  fevcre  the  opiate 
mould  alfo  be  repeated  in  the  morning. 

Where  falivation  comes  fuddenly  to  a. 
greater  height  than  the  quantity  of  mer- 
cury we  have  employed  mould  give  us 
caufe  to  expect  we  are  apt  to  be  at  a  lofs, 
and  afraid  of  giving  more  left  diftrefsful 
confequences  enfue  from  it.  In  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  however,  I  have  often  found 
that  although  the  ufual  quantity  of  mer- 
cury was  continued  daily  the  falivation 
was  not  increafed,  and  that  in  this  man- 
ner it  might  be  perfifted  in  till  the  cure 
was  completed.  This  will  not  indeed  be 
always  the  cafe  ;  but  it  fucceeds  fo  fre- 
quently, that  in  every  inftance  a  trial 
mould  be  made  of  it,  for  a  cure  may  thus 
be  effected  in  a  few  weeks  which  other- 
wife  might  be  protracted  for  feveral 
months. 

It  has  alfo  been  remarked,  if  falivation 
excited  in  this  manner  be  allowed  to 
fubfide  entirely,  that  the  fame,  or  even  a 
greater  quantity  of  mercury,  may  after- 
wards be  exhibited  without  any  rifk  of 
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the  difcharge  coming  again  to  a  fimilar 
height.  Of  this  I  have  met  with  feveral 
inftances,  fo  that  the  practice  may  al- 
ways be  adopted  when  it  is  found  that 
a  proper  quantity  of  the  medicine  can- 
not be  continued  with  fafety  from  the 

One  of  the  moft  diftrefsful  occurrences 
which  we  meet  with  in  this  difeafe  pro- 
ceeds from  a  peculiarity  inherent  in  fome 
constitutions,  by  which  even  the  fmalleft 
quantity  of  mercury  that  we  employ  is 
apt  to  rufh  with  violence  to  the  mouth. 
This  is  particularly  apt  to  happen  where 
the  patient  at  the  fame  time  labour^  under 
the  fea  fcurvy.  In  this  cafe  our  only  re- 
'  medy  is  the  removal  of  the  fcorbutic  dia- 
thefis  by  a  plentiful  ufe  of  acid  vegetables 
and  other  antifcorbutics,  but  where  it  does 
not  proceed  from  this  caufe  all  that  we 
can  do  is  to  give  thofe  preparations  of 
mercury  that  are  leaft  apt  to  affect  the 
mouth,  and  to  prefcribe  them  in  the 
fmalleft  dofes.  In  this  view  corrofive 
fublimate  in  fmall  quantities  is  particu- 
larly 
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larly  indicated  ;  and  in  fuch  conftitutions 
I  have  fometimes  found  that  Plummer's 
pill,  a  combination  of  calomel  and  ful- 
phur,  and  which  in  common  practife 
no  great  dependence  can  be  placed  upon, 
has  proved  completely  fuccefsful  *. 

It  luckily  happens,  however,  where  fa- 
livation  is  thus  eafily  excited  that  the 
fymptoms  of  fyphilis  in  general  yield  to 
a  fmall  quantity  of  mercury.  Some  of 
the  word  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  will 
give  way  to  a  falivation  induced  by  a 
very  few  grains  of  mercury.  Even  the 
uneafinefs  produced  by  nodes  fubfides 
at  once  on  the  falivation  being  fully 
excited.  But  it  is  proper  to  remark 
that  this  firft  effect  of  the  mercury  will 
not  prove  permanent  if  it  be  not  follow- 
ed out  with  farther  quantities,  given  at 
fuch  intervals  as  the  ftate  of  the  falivation 
will  admit.  I  have  repeatedly  found, 
however,  that  this  may  be  done  with 
fafety,  even  where  a  fevere  degree  of  fali- 

*  Vide  Appendix,  No.  21. 
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yation  lias  previoufly  taken  place.  In 
one  cafe  of  this  kind,  where  there  were 
deep  venereal  ulcers  on  the  fhoulder  and 
on  the  head,  as  well  as  a  node  upon  one  of 
the  bones  of  the  fore  arm,  a  violent  fali- 
vation  was  excited  by  the  exhibition  of 
five  mercurial  pills,  each  of  which  con- 
tained only  one  grain  of  mercury.  This 
gave  an  entire  check  to  the  pain  which 
accompanied  the  node,  and  to  the  progrefs 
.of  the  ulcers,  and  although  other  five  pills 
only  were  given  the  falivation  was  kept 
up  for  eight  weeks,  when  the  fores  heal- 
ed and  the  cure  was  complete,  no  venereal 
fymptoms  having  yet  appeared,  although 
feveral  years  have  elapfed. 

In  the  progrefs  of  a  long  continued  fa- 
livation tooth-ach  and  pains  in  the  jaws 
and  gums  are  apt  to  occur,  and  they  add- 
much  to  the  diftrefs  of  the  patient.  There 
is  one  advantage  that  we  derive  from 
giving  mercury  in  a  gradual  manner ;  by 
beginning  with  fmall  quantities  and  in- 
creafing  them  flowly  the  glands  of  thefc 
parts  do  not  fwell  fo  fuddenly,  nor  is  the 

pain 
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pain  which  enfues  fo  fevere  as  when  top 
large  dofes  are  made  ufe  of  at  once.  We 
alfo  derive  fome  advantage  from  keeping 
the  parts  moderately  covered  with  thin 
flannel.  There  is  no  neceflity  for  the 
head  being  fo  warmly  covered  as  is  com- 
monly done,  nor  is  it  at  all  neceflary  where 
thefe  pains  do  not  take  place  ;  but  when 
once  they  have  occurred  nothing  proves 
more  ufeful  than  moderate  warmth.  In- 
deed flannel  feems  here  to  be  equally  ufe- 
ful as  it  is  in  the  ordinary  form  of  rheu- 
matifm  ;  from  which,  and  from  the  re- 
femblance  which  thefe  pains  to  which  pa- 
tients taking  mercury  are  liable  in  their 
jaws  and  head  bear  to  rheumatic  affec- 
tions, I  conclude  that  they  are  of  the  fame 
nature. 

Before  a  patient  enters  upon  a  courfe  of 
mercury,  if  there  is  caufe  to  imagine  that 
he  will  be  long  kept  under  it,  and  that  a 
large  quantity  of  the  medicine  will  be  ne- 
ceflary, we  may  fave  him  a  good  deal  of 
diftrefs  by  infpecting  his  mouth  and  re- 
moving any  teeth  that  are  either  very 

loofe 
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loofe  or  much  fpoiled ;  for  teeth  in  this 
ftate  never  fail  to  give  much  pain  when 
the  full  effect  of  the  mercury  upon  the 
mouth  has  taken  place.  The  points  of  teeth 
that  are  ragged  ought  alfo  to  be  removed, 
as  they  are  apt  to  produce  painful  and 
troublefome  ulcers  on  the  contiguous 
parts  as  foon  as  they  become  much  fwelled. 

Ulceration  of  the  infide  of  the  cheeks 
and  other  parts  of  the  mouth  occurs  alfo, 
and  often  in  a  very  diftrefsful  manner 
from  the  mercury  alone,  where  no  teeth 
in  this  ftate  can  be  difcovered.  The  moft 
effectual  method  of  preventing  this  is,  to 
caufe  the  patient,  from  the  very  firfl  effect 
of  mercury  upon  thefe  parts,  or  even  be- 
fore this  takes  place,  warn  his  mouth  fe- 
veral  times  a-day,  perhaps  every  two  hours, 
with  port  wine  and  water,  an  infuiion  of 
red  rofe  leaves,  or  any  other  aftringent. 
In  this  manner  we  ftrengthen  the  parts 
againft  the  ufual  action  of  the  medicine, 
and  it  alfo  proves  ufeful  by  preventing 
that  foulnefs  of  the  mouth  which  in  every 
courfe  of  mercury  is  apt  to  take  place. 

Fig 
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Fig  tea  and  other  emollients  aiw  common-, 
ly  employed  for  this  purpofe,  but  I  have 
not  found  that  they  anivvcr  fo  well  as 
aftringents. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  different  preparations 
of  mercury  we  had  occanon  to  remark 
that  almoft  all  of  them,  when  given  inter- 
nally, are  apt  to  injure  the  ftomach  and 
bowels.  It  is  chiefly  the  bowels,  however, 
which  fuffer  from  mercury,  and  they  do 
fo  in  fome  inftances  in  a  very  alarming 
degree.  The  purging  which  takes  place 
proves  not  only  painful  and  debilitating, 
but  often  exceedingly  obftinate.  At  firft 
the  difcharge  confiils  chiefly  of  foeces,  but 
afterwards  thefe  are  mixed  with  flime,  and 
often  with  coniiderable  quantities  of  blood. 
The  patient  is  alfo  apt  to  fuffer  from  a 
very  frequent  tenefmus. 

From  the  nmilarity  of  fymptoms  we 
Ihould  be  apt  to  imagine  that  purgatives 
might  be  equally  ferviceable  here  as  in 
common  cafes  of  dyfentery  and  diarrhoea  ; 
but  we  do  not  find  this  to  be  the  cafe. 
We  derive  fome  advantage,  however,  from 
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flieathing  the  interlines  with  a  plentiful  ufe 
of  the  farinaceous  vegetables,  and  animal 
jellies  prepared  with  calves  feet,  and  {hav- 
ings of  hartmorn.  Milk  boiled  to  the 
confidence  of  a  jelly  with  wheaten  flower, 
or  flower  of  rice,  proves  likewife  an  ufeful 
remedy. 

In  preventing  this  effect  of  mercury 
upon  the  interlines  we  derive  moft  advan- 
tage from  the  patient  being  kept  in  a  mo- 
derate and  equable  heat,  and  from  his 
fkin  being  preferved  in  a  perfpirable  ftate, 
and  fo  remarkable  is  the  influence  of  this, 
that  the  flighteft  check  to  the  difcharge 
by  the  fkin  feldom  fails  of  inducing  purg- 
ing. The  fa(5l  indeed  is  fo  generally  ad- 
mitted that  I  would  not  have  taken  this 
particular  notice  of  it,  if  a  contrary  opi- 
nion had  not  lately  been  advanced,  and 
from  which  much  mifchief  might  enfue, 
were  the  practice  to  be  adopted  which  it 
tends  to  inculcate  *. 

Cam- 

*  Mr.  John  Hunter,  whofe  ingenuity  and  abilities 
are  only  to  be  equalled  by  his  fingular  opinions,  does 
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Camphor  proves  fome  times  ufeful  in 
correcting  this  fymptom.  It  may  be  gi- 
ven for  this  purpofe  to  the  extent  of  dght 
or  ten  grains,  three  times  a-day.  Some 
of  the  abforbent  earths,  ancl  inno,  are  oc~ 
fionally  ufed  with  advantage  ;  but  opiates, 
particularly  when  thrown  up  by  the  rec- 
tum, are  the  remedies  upon  which  we 
chiefly  depend  for  removing  the  pain,  and 
this  is  very  commonly  attended  with  a 
diminution  of  the  difcharge.  When  a 
glyfter  of  thin  ftarch  and  fifty  or  flxty 
drops  of  laudanum  can  be  retained  it  fel- 
dom  fails  to  give  •  immediate  relief,  but 
where  the  tenefmus  is  fevere  whatever  is 
injected  by  the  anus  is  very  apt  to  be  in- 
flantly  returned.  In  this  cafe  opium  con- 
not  imagine  that  the  operation  of  mercury  can  be  af- 
fected by  cold,  not  even  by  the  patient  being  allowed 
to  walk  «  in  froft  and  fnow."  Mr.  Hunter  does  not 
fay  that  he  has  praclifed  this  method,  and  I  cannot 
avoid  obferving  that  nothing  fhould  have  warranted 
the  publication  of  fuch  an  opinion  but  very  ample  ex- 
perience of  its  being  well  founded.  Vide  Mr.  Hun- 
ter's Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  p.  349. 
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joined  with  kino,  in  the  form  of  pills, 
feems  to  be  the  beft  form  of  the  remedy. 

It  is  here  proper  to  remark,  that  al- 
though purging  and  gripes  are  frequent 
confequences  of  the  internal  ufe  of  mer- 
cury they  are  feldom  obferved  during 
the  longeft  mercurial  courfe  where  unc- 
tion only  is  employed.  When  the  courfe  is 
conducted  in  this  manner  loofe  ftools  may 
occafionally  occur,  but  they  may  generally 
be  traced  to  the  effects  of  cold  and  damp- 
nefs.  I  have  feldom  obferved  an  inftance 
of  fevere  or  obflinate  diarrhoea  from  the 
external  application  of  mercury. 

When  none  of  the  means  employed 
for  removing  purging  induced  by  this 
caufe  prove  effectual,  we  are  under  the 
necefhty  of  advifing  a  temporary  fufpen- 
fion  of  the  mercury,  without  which,  in- 
deed, all  our  remedies  will  frequently 

Profufe  fweating,  I  have  already  no- 
ticed as  an  effect:  that  fometimes  enfues 
from  mercury,  and  it  ought  to  be  guard- 
ed againfl  with  much  attention.  Nothing 
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tends  more  to  induce  debility  and  injure 
the  conftitution  than  a  long  continuance 
of  this  fymptom. 

The  moft  effectual  method  of  prevent- 
ing fweating  is  to  avoid  much  warmth, 
fo  that  patients  are  feldom  hurt  with 
it  who  pay  due  attention  to  the  heat 
of  their  apartments.  It  was  formerly  the 
practice  to  confine  patients  under  mercu- 
ry to  fmall  apartments ;  to  prevent  as 
much  as  poffible  all  kind  of  accefs  to  the 
external  air;  and  to  have  the  bed  placed 
by  the  fide  of  a  large  fire.  Thefe  nxa- 
fures  prove  detrimental  in  different  ways, 
and  they  feldom  fail  co  excite  a  conftant 
and  profufe  perfpiration.  The  moft  ef- 
fectual method  of  preventing  this  is,  to 
keep  the  patient  in  an  equal  moderate 
temperature,  in  a  large  apartment,  and 
even  to  admit  of  his  going  from  one  apart- 
ment to  another,  which,  in  moll  inftances, 
may  be  done  with  fafety.  A  nourifh- 
ing  diet,  a  moderate  allowance  of  wine, 
the  free  ufe  of  Peruvian  bark,  and  of 
the  vitriolic  acid,  are  the  moft  effectual 
remedies  againft  this  effect  of  mercury. 

But 


288  Of  the  Remedies  nftd       Ch.  IV. 

But  nothing  proves  fuccefsful  where  the 
apartment  is  kept  too  much  heated. 

In  fome  cafes  the  kidneys  are  particu- 
larly acted  upon  by  mercury  ;  but  the 
difcharge  of  urine  which  it  excites  is'  fel- 
doim  fo  great  as  to  injure  the  patient. 
Were  it  ever  to  do  fo,  the  remedies  com- 
monly employed  in  diabetes  would  be  ad- 
vifed,  and  of  thefe  the  mod  effectual  per- 
haps that  we  could  give,  would,  be  fuch 
as  operate  by  promoting  a  diaphorefis. 

It  is  not  an  uncommon  effect  of  mer- 
cury to  excite  an  eruption  upon  the  fur- 
face  of  the  body.  In  fome  this  appears 
as  a  miliary  rafh,  fomewhat  refembling 
mealies  ;  while  in  others  it  is  confiderably 
elevated,  and  feems  to  be  produced  by  a 
ferous  effu.fi.on  between  the  cutis  and  fcarf 
fkin.  In  fome  the  eruption  is  partial,  be- 
ing confined  to  particular  fpots,  while  in 
others  it  prevails  generally  over  the  whole 
body. 

This  eruption  or  efflorefcence  is  not  at-^ 
tended  with  pain,  but  the  heat  and  itchy- 
nefs  which  accompany  it  are  in  fome  in- 

ftances 
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fiances  fo  diftrefsful  that  it  keeps  the  pa- 
tient at  all  times  very  uneafy,  and  de- 
prives him  entirely  of  reft. 

The  remedies  which  I  have  found  td 
anfwer  beft  are  the  internal  ufe  of  opiates, 
conjoined  with  the  application  of  flower,  or 
ftarch-powder  to  the  parts -afFecled.  The 
fkin  is  kept  fufficiently  cool  and  eafy  by 
one  or  other  of  thefe  powders  being  from 
time  to  time  freely  applied  to  the  erup- 
tion; and  by  a  proper  exhibition  of- 
opiates  we  fecure  reft  during  the  night; 
In  fome  inftances,  however,  we  are  ob- 
liged to  avoid  the  ufe  of  opiates  j,  for  al- 
though they  may  anfwer  the  purpofe  of 
procuring  fleep  they  tend  evidently  to  in- 
creafe  the  heat  and  itchynefs  of  the  erup- 
tion. We  find,  indeed,  that  in  fome  eonfti- 
tutions  opium  excites  an  uneafy  itchy  fenfa- 
-  tion  over  the  whole  body,  even,  where  no 
eruption  has  previoully  taken  place  ;  and 
it  is  perhaps  with  fuch  patients  only  that  it. 
cannot  be  employed  in  the  treatment  of 
this  eruption. 

Vol,  II.  T  The 
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The  eruption  to  which  1  allude  appears 
to  arife  entirely  from  the  effect  of  the 
mercury  upon  the  fyftem;  but  it  does  not 
feem  to  depend  upon  any  particular  pre- 
paration of  the  remedy.  It  takes  place  in- 
difcriminately  from  all  of  them,  and  not 
more  readily  from  unction  than  from 
thefe  preparations  that  are  ufed  internal- 
ly.   But  there  is  a  kind  of  eruption  of  a 
local  nature,  produced  entirely  by  the 
friction  employed  in  the  application  of 
unction.    This  appears  in  the  form  of 
diftinct  puftules,  which  in  fome  are  ac-. 
companied  with  a  good  deal  of  uneaunefs, 
while  in  others  they  produce  no  kind  of 
diftrefs.    No  remedy  proves  of  any  avail 
while  the  application  of  the  ointment  is 
continued,  but  the  eruption  may  always 
be  prevented  by  the  precaution  we  have 
formerly  given,  of  not  applying  the  fric- 
tion in   daily  fucceflion  to   the  fame 
part.  ' 


IX.  Does 
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IX.  Does  Mercury  ever  fail  in  the  Cure  of 
Lues  Venerea? 


This  is  a  queflion  of  the  higheft  im- 
portance, and  therefore  merits  our  atten- 
tion. I  am  difpofed  from  the  refult  of 
my  own  experience  to  fay,  that  mercury 
under  proper  management  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  certain  remedy  for  fyphilis 
when  not  combined  with  other  difeafes, 
or  where  it  does  not  affect  patients  whofe 
conftitutions  are  fo  reduced  and  debili- 
tated as  to  prevent  the  quantity  of  the 
medicine  that  is  neceffary  to  deflroy  the 
virus  from  being  employed.  I  know  that 
fome  are  of  a  different  opinion ;  but  I 
conclude  that  they  are  wrong,  from  my 
never  having  met  with  an  inftance  of  mer- 
cury having  failed  when  it  was  properly 
given,  but  where  fome  obvious  reafon* 
fuch  as  I  have  mentioned*  could  be  affien- 
ed  for  it. 

T  2  Lues 
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Lues  Venerea,  as  we  have  already  had 
occafion  to  fee,  is  often  combined  with 
difeafes  in  which  mercury  commonly 
does  harm.  This  is  particularly  the  cafe 
in  fcurvy,  and  in  fome  degree  with  fcro- 
phula.  In  the  higher  degrees  of  fcurvy 
mercury  cannot  be  given  but  with  great 
danger;  and  even  where  it  prevails  in  a 
flight  manner  only,  mercury  cannot  be 
employed  in  fuch  quantities  as  are  fufE- 
cient  for  eradicating  any  of  the  more  for- 
midable fymptoms  of  Lues  Venerea. 
When  the  two  difeafes  therefore  are  con- 
joined we  cannot  expect  that  mercury 
will  have  much  influence  in  the  cure  of 
any  venereal  fymptoms  that  may  take 
place  ;  and  I  believe  that  we  are  often  dif- 
appointed  in  the  treatment  of  this  difeafe 
by  the  patient  at  the  fame  time  labouring 
under  a  certain  degree  of  fcurvy,  which 
although  not  fo  obvioufly  marked  as  to 
indicate  the  propriety  of  adviung  an  anti- 
fcorbutic  regimen,  may  yet  be  fufficient 
to  prevent  him  from  receiving  the  full 
advantage  of  a  courfe  of  mercury. 

I  con- 
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I  conclude  this  to  be  the  cafe  from  the 
frequent  inftances  of  the  failure  of  mer- 
cury in  the  cure  of  many  of  the  fymp- 
toms  of  fyphilis,  in  which  it  afterwards 
proves  fuccefsful  when  the  conftitution 
of  the  patient  has  been  reftored  from 
a  weak  debilitated  ftate  to  ftrength  and 
firmnefs,  and  which  we  ufually  accom- 
plifh  by  a  milk  and  vegetable  diet, 
country  air,  and  fuch  other  articles  of 
regimen  as  generally  contribute  to  re- 
move even  the  high  degrees  of  fcurvy. 

Nay,  I  believe  that  a  mercurial  courfe, 
when  long  protracted,  is  apt  to  induce  a 
certain  degree  of  that  very  ftate  of  the 
fyftem  which  I  now  allude  to,  and  which 
I  conceive  to  be  the  caufe  of  the  remedy 
being  often  found  to  fail  where  in  this 
manner  it  has  been  long  continued.  Every 
practitioner  is  acquainted  with  this  cir- 
cumftance,  that  a  variety  of  venereal 
fymptoms,  and  more  efpecially  extenfive 
ulcers,  will  to  a  certain  length  do  well 
under  mercury,  when  after  a  great  deal 
of  the  medicine  has  been  exhibited  they 
will  begin  to  remain  flationary,  and  make 
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no  progress  whatever,  although  the  mer- 
cury mould  be  given  even  in  larger 
quantities  than  at  firft.  Nay,  in  fome 
jnftances  they  become  worfe.  The  dif- 
charge  from  the  ulcers,  inftead  of  being 
mild  and  purulent,  as  for  fome  time  it 
may  have  been,  will  become  thin,  {harp, 
and  corrofive,  and  the  fores  themfelves 
more  extenfive.  In  this  fituation  a  far- 
ther continuance  of  mercury  very  com- 
monly does  harm,  while  the  moft  obvious 
advantages  are  derived  from  it  after  the 
conftitution  of  the  patient  has  been  reftor- 
ed  by  the  influence  of  a  proper  regimen. 
We  even  fometimes  find  that  a  cure  is  ac- 
complished by  regimen  alone,  and  that  no 
more  mercury  is  required,  but  this  can 
only  happen  where  a  fuffkient  quantity 
of  the  medicine  has  been  prcvioufly  given 
for  deftroying  the  virus  of  the  difeafe, 
and  where  the  ulcers  which  remained 
were  kept  up  by  a  {late  of  the  fyftem, 
which  mercury,  inftead  of  removing, feems 
evidently  to  promote. 

In 
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In  the  commencement  of  a  mercurial 
courfe,  and  for  fome  time  thereafter,  it 
is  a  certain  effect  of  mercury  to  excite  in- 
flammation, and  to  produce  that  (late  of 
the  fyflem  which  we  conceive  to  be 
the  very  reverfe  of  what  takes  place  in 
fcurvy.  The  pulfe  becomes  full  and  fre- 
quent, and  the  blood  is  firm  and  fizy ; 
but  all  who  have  paid  attention  to  the 
fubjecl:  will  have  perceived  that  the  con- 
trary happens  where  mercury  has  been 
long  continued.  The  patient,  however 
full  he  may  have  been,  is  for  the  moft  part 
much  emaciated :  his  pulfe  is  feeble,  and 
any  febrile  fymptoms  to  which  he  may  be 
liable  are  of  the  low  or  putrid  kind.  The 
particular  flate  of  the  blood  in  this  fltua- 
tion  we  have  few  opportunities  of  obierv- 
ing,  as  for  the  molt  part  the  difcharge  even 
of  a  fmall  quantity  would  in  fuch  circum- 
fiances  prove  hurtful,  and  therefore  is  not 
advifed.  We  have  reafon,  however,  to 
conclude,  that  it  is  the  reverfe  of  what 
takes  place  from  inflammation,  as  the 

T  4  -mofl 
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mod  effe&ual  remedies  we  employ  here, 
are  a  generous  diet,  wine,  and  bark. 

This  opinion  of  the  effects  of  mercury 
upon  the  fyftem  receives  fome  confirma- 
tion, I  may  remark,  from  the  putrefcen- 
cy  which  it  evidently  excites  in  the  mouth ; 
and  from  the  peculiar  tendency  both  of 
mercury  and  fcurvy  to  excite  a  tender 
flate  of  the  gums,  and  a  very  foetid  ftate 
of  the  breath,  we  have  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  the  effects  of  both  are  in  fome  degree 
the  fame. 

This  might  be  farther  elucidated  by  vaT 
rious  arguments  which  the  extent  of  this 
publication  will  not  admit.  Enough, 
however,  has  been  faid  for  the  purpofe  of 
explaining  the  chief  p  at  of  the  treat- 
ment I  have  ventured  to  propofe  ;  parti- 
cularly that  which  relates  to  diet  and  other 
articles  of  regimen  during  a  courfe  of 
mercury. 

In  fpeaking  of  fcrophula  as  an  impedi- 
ment to  the  action  of  mercury  in  the  cure 
of  Lues  Venerea  I  do  not  mean  to  fay 
that  the  difeafe  cannot  be  cured  in  fcro- 

phulous 
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phulous  conftitutions.  We  daily  meet 
with  the  contrary  of  this  :  But  we  alfo 
find,  when  the  fame  fore  partakes  both  of 
fcrophula  and  Lues  Venerea,  that  we  do 
not  derive  the  fame  advantages  from  mer- 
cury as  in  fores  purely  venereal.  In  fuch 
circumftances,  after  as  much  mercury  has 
been  given  as  is  productive  of  any  benefi- 
cial effect,  and  of  which  we  judge  by  the 
fores  or  other  fymptoms  making  no  pro- 
gress towards  farther  amendment,  our 
beft  chance  of  effecting  a  cure  is  to  omit 
the  mercury,  and  not  have  recourfe  to  it 
again  till  by  the  ufe  of  bark,  cold  bathing, 
cicuta,  and  other  remedies  employed  for 
fcrophula,  the  difpofition  is  corrected  or 
removed  by  which  the  operation  of  the 
mercury  upon  the  fyphilitic  fymptoms  was 
rendered  ineffectual. 

But  the  moft  frequent  caufe  of  our  fail- 
ure with  mercury  in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe 
is  that  which  I  have  already  had  occafion 
to  infift  upon,  our  giving  it  in  fuch  fmall 
quantities  as  are  not  fufficient  in  the  more 

ad- 
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advanced  ftages  of  the  difeafe  for  eradi- 
cating the  virus  ;  by  which,  although  the 
fymptoms  may  all  be  rendered  much  milder, 
or  even  apparently  removed,  they  either  do 
not  entirely  difappear,  or  if  they  do,  are 
afterwards  very  apt  to  recur.  This,  how- 
ever, is  not  the  fault  of  the  remedy,  but 
of  the  method  of  giving  it,  and  of  which 
all  who  adopt  the  practice  of  giving  it  in 
fufficient  quantities  will  be  convinced. 
Since  I  went  into  this  practice,  befide 
having  had  many  inftances  of  the  medi- 
cine proving  effectual  when  exhibited  in 
thefe  quantities,  where  it  had  previoufly 
failed,  I  have  not  as  yet,  and  feveral  years 
have  elapfed,  had  a  fingle  inftance  of  its 
failure,  except  in  fuch  combinations  as  I 
have  mentioned,  or  where  the  conftitu- 
tion  was  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  debility  that  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  mercury  could  not 
be  employed.  But  even  of  thefe  very  few 
cafes  have  occurred.  I  have  no  hefitation, 
therefore,  in  faying  that  mercury  under 
proper  management  may,  with  very  few 

limi- 
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limitations,  be  confidered  as  a  certain  re- 
medy for  fyphilis. 

§  3.  Of  Gitaicum. 

Guaicum  has  long  been  employed  as 
a  remedy  in  Lues  Venerea.  It  was  ufed 
indeed  very  generally  over  Europe  foon 
after  this  difeafe  came  to  attract  the  at- 
tention of  practitioners.  Being  for  fome 
time  the  only  remedy  upon  which  any 
dependence  could  be  placed,  it  was  at  nrfl 
greatly  extolled  by  all  who  wrote  upon 
it ;  and  from  the  teftimony  given  of  it  by 
authors  of  the  firft  reputation  not  only  of 
thefe  times,  but  of  later  periods,  there  was 
no  reafon  to  doubt  of  its  being  pofTefTed 
of  the  power  of  mitigating,  and  perhaps 
of  curing  fome  of  the  fymptoms  of  fyphi- 
lis. The  powers  of  mercury,  however, 
were  found  to  be  fo  pre-eminent  that  guai- 
cum came  at  laft  to  be  feldom  ufed  by 
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itfelf,  <  but  by  many  it  was,  and  ftill  is 
continued  as  an  affiftant  to  mercury. 

Being  ieldom  given  by  itfelf  many  came 
at  lafl  to  doubt  whether  any  advantage 
was  obtained  from  it  or  not ;  and  fome 
went  fo  far  as  to  fay  that  it  poffeffed  no 
power  whatever  over  any  fymptom  of  this 
difeafe.    This  is  one,  which  among  other 
effects,  might  be  mentioned  that  remit 
from  habit  and  prejudice.    I  own  too, 
that  from  the  fame  caufe  I  was  at  one 
period  of  this  opinion,  till  I  found  by  ex- 
periment that  guaieum  in  different  forms 
could  even  by  itfelf  remove  many  of  the 
fymptoms  of  fyphilis.    Venereal  ulcers 
and  blotches  upon  the  fkin  are  the  fymp- 
toms in  the  removal  of  which  its  effects 
are  moft  .confpicuous.    In  three  cafes  of 
ulcers,  and  one  of  blotches  upon  the  breait 
and  arms,  all  clearly  marked,  and  in  which 
mercury  had  never  been  employed,  the 
fymptoms  were  completely  removed  by 
the  internal  ufe  of  guaieum  alone.  In 
the  patient*  with  blotches,  however,  the 
difeafe  returned  in  the  fpace  of  a  month, 

but 
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but  not  in  the  fame  form.  In  one  of  the 
others  the  ulcers  appeared  again  at  the 
end  of  fix  weeks.  In  a  third  they  conti- 
nued well  after  three  months  had  elapfed, 
but  what  became  of  this  patient  afterwards, 
and  of  the  fourth,  I  do  not  know.  The 
two  firfl  were  afterwards  cured  with  mer- 
cury. 

Although  the  refult  of  thefe  trials  did 
not  induce  me  ever  to  trufl  to  guaicum 
alone,  they  gave  fufficient  ground  to  con- 
hder  it  as  a  remedy  from  which  fome  ad- 
vantage may  be  occalionally  derived  when 
conjoined  with  mercury  ;  and  accordingly 
I  have  been  led  to  continue,  or  rather  to 
re-commence  the  ufe  of  this  remedy  in 
many  cafes  of  fyphilis,  for  at  one  period, 
from  the  caufe  I  have  mentioned,  I  had 
laid  it  entirely  afide. 

I  believe,  indeed,  that  I  would  have  been 
induced  to  place  more  dependence  upon 
it,  or  at  leaft  to  have  profecuted  my  expe- 
riments with  regard  to  it  farther  than 
what  I  had  done,  if  I  had  not  been  pre- 
vented by  the  refult  of  fome  trials  which 
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Mr.  Hunter  alfo  had  made  with  it,  and 
which  he  publiihcd  about  the  lame  period. 
By  thefe  it  evidently  appeared  that  guia- 
cum  has  a  confiderable  influence  upon  the 
venereal  virus.  I  never  made  trial  of  it 
as  a  local  application ;  but  Mr.  Hunter 
found  that  in  this  manner  it  cured  vene- 
real ulcers,  nrft  in  one  part  of  the  body, 
and  afterwards  in  others,  where  farfa- 
parilla  employed  in  a  fimilar  manner  had 
failed.  He  found  too  that  very  numerous 
venereal  ulcers  were  removed  by  the  in- 
ternal ufe  of  it,  but  after  both  trials  the 
difcafe  foon  returned.  Mr.  Hunter's  ex- 
periments were  made  with  the  gum,  mine 
with  an  extract  and  ftrong  decoction  of 
the  wood.  The  extract  feemed  to  be 
equally  effectual  with  the  decoction,  but 
as  it  has  a  ftrong  tendency  to  affect  the 
bowels  I  foon  left  it  off,  and  employed  the 
latter  only.  In  thefe  cafes  to  which  I  al- 
lude, as  well  as  in  fome  others,  a  very 
ftrong  decoction  was  employed,  three 
ou  ices  of  the  wood  to  an  Englifh  quart 
of  water,  that  is,  this  quantity  was  boiled 

in 
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in  two  quarts  of  water  into  one,  and  this 

was  taken  in  the  courfe  of  a  day,  either  by 

itfelf  or  mixed  with  milk  ;  but  as  it  is  apt 

to  purge  when  of  this  ftrength,  and  is 

likewifj  difagreeably  acrid,  and  as  I  never 

no  v  depend  upon  it  alone  for  the  cure,  I 

fddom  put  more  than  an  ounce  to  this 

quantity  of  decoction  *. 
That  mercury  might  not  cure  every 

fymptom  of  fyphilis  equally  well  whether 
guiacum  was  employed  along  with  it  or 
not  1  will  not  pofitively  fay ;  but  I  am 
difpofed  to  think,  and  not  without  much 
attention  to  the  fubject,  that  the  cure 
commonly  goes  on  more  eafily  when  the 
two  are  conjoined  than  when  mercury  is 
given  to  any  great  extent  by  itfelf.  I  am 
therefore  in  the  frequent  habit  of  ufing 
guiacum,  particularly  where  the  difeafe  is 
of  long  duration  and  has  appeared  upon 
the  furface,  either  in  the  form  of  ulcers 
or  eruption.  It  has  alfo  been  much  re- 
commended for  its  efficacy  in  nodes,  and 

*  Vide  Appendix,  No.  22. 
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for  the  removal  of  thofe  pains  refembling 
rheumatifm,  which  frequently  proceed 
from  fyphilis.  I  have  not  found,  how- 
ever, that  it  proves  fo  ufeful  in  nodes  as 
in  other  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe ;  and 
where  pains  only  take  place  we  can  never 
with  fuch  certainty  determine  from  what 
caufe  they  proceed,  as  they  are  undoubt- 
edly one  of  the  moil  equivocal  fymptoms 
of  fyphilis,  and  there  is  no  caufe  to  doubt 
of  guaicum  being  a  very  ufeful  remedy  in 
cafes  merely  rheumatic. 

I  have  in  different  inftances  found  a 
ftrong  decoction  of  guiacum  prove  parti- 
cularly ufeful  in  the  cure  of  thofe  exten- 
iive  ulcers  which  fometimes  fucceed  to 
buboes.  In  fome  the  guaicum  anfwers  by 
itfelf,  but  it  proves  more  frequently  fuc- 
cefsful,  as  we  mail  hereafter  have  occafion 
to  mention,  when  conjoined  with  meze- 
reon  and  farfaparilla. 
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§  4.  Of  Sarfaparilla* 

Sarsaparilla  has  been  long  em- 
ployed in  the  cure  of  Lues  Venerea,  and 
from  the  refult  of  fome  trials  which  I  made 
with  it  I  am  difpofed  to  think  that  fome 
advantage  may  be  derived  from  it.  The 
trials  which  I  have  made  with  it  along 
with  mercury  have  been  numerous,  but  it 
is  not  upon  thefe  that  any  judgment  can 
be  formed  of  its  real  efficacy.  Neither 
have  I  given  it  often  where  mercury  had 
not  been  previoufly  ufed ;  but  I  have  had 
many  opportunities  of  ufing  it  in  cafes 
where  mercury  had  not  proved  altogether 
fuccefsful,  whether  from  being  given  in 
too  fmall  quantities,  or  from  being  exhi- 
bited without  that  attention  to  regimen 
which  it  requires,  and  in  a  great  propor- 
tion of  thefe  it  has  been  productive  of  evi- 
dent good  effects.  I  have  found  it  parti- 
cularly ufeful  in  thofe  fyimbtoms  which 
chiefly  affect  the  fkin,  fuch  as  blotches 
and  the  remains  of  old  venereal  ulcers. 
Vol.  Ih  U  When 
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When  mercury  from  either  of  the  caufes 
which  I  have  mentioned  has  failed  of  com- 
pleating  the  cure  I  have  in  various  in- 
ftances  known  it  accomplished  by  farfapa- 
rilla,  where  otherwife  there  was  much 
reafon  to  think  that  mercury  in  a  larger 
quantity,  or  given  in  a  different  manner, 
would  have'  been  necefTary. 

I  have  given  farfaparilla  in  powder,  in 
extract,  and  in  decoction,  but  the  latter 
has  always  appeared  to  anfwer  bed.  Not 
unfrequently  I  conjoin  it  with  guiacum, 
and  it  anfwers  the  purpofe  of  blunting  the 
acrimony  of  the  latter  *. 

Sarfaparilla  and  guiacum  have  both  a 
tendency  to  promote  perfpiration.  Belides 
any  power  which  they  may  pofTefs  of  act- 
ing directly  upon  the  venereal  virus,  they 
feem  alfo  to  prove  ferviceable  where  mer- 
cury goes  too  readily  to  the  mouth,  in  di- 
verting it  from  that  outlet  *. 

*  Vide  Appendix,  No.  23. 


§  5-  Of 


Seel.  IV.       in  Lues  Venerea* 


307 


§  5.  Of  Mezereon. 

The  root  of  this  plant  has  long  been 
employed  for  the  removal  of  fchirrous  tu- 
mours by  whatever  caufe  they  may  be 
produced,  and  many  have  thought  that  it 
has  proved  particularly  ufeful  in  venereal 
nodes,  as  well  as  in  fome  other  fymptoms 
of  this  difeafe.  As  I  have  not  made  much 
ufe  of  it  where  mercury  was  not  either  em- 
ployed along  with  it  or  before  it  was  given, 
I  cannot  from  my  own  obfervation  deter- 
mine whether  it  is  poffefTed  of  the  power  of 
curing  fyphilis  by  itfelf  or  not ;  but  from 
much  experience  of  the  effects  of  it  when 
conjoined  with  mercury,  I  can  fay  deci- 
sively that  in  this  manner  it  often  proves 
ufeful.  I  have  never  known  any  advan- 
tage that  was  fufBciently  clear  and  obvi- 
ous derived  from  it  in  nodes,  but  it  cer- 
tainly tends  to  heal  thofe  ulcers  which 
fometimes  remain  obftinate  after  the  quan- 
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tity  of  mercury  is  given  that  we  judge  to 
be  neceffary* 

I  have  already  had  occafion  to  mention 
that  fpreading  ulcers  of  this  kind  are  par- 
ticularly apt  to  fucceed  to  buboes,  and 
that  they  often  refift  all  the  remedies  that 
we  employ  for  them.  As  this  fometimes 
happens  after  a  very  full  quantity  of  mer- 
cury has  been  given,  and  as  the  fores  of- 
ten heal  at  laft  from  the  effects  of  a  change 
of  regimen  alone,  I  conclude  that  they  are 
not  kept  up  by  any  remains  of  Lues  Ve- 
nerea ;  and  as  it  is  in  this  date  of  the  dif- 
eafe  that  I  have  chiefly  obferved  any  ad- 
vantage to  accrue  from  mezereon,  I  con- 
clude that  it  acts  particularly  by  correct- 
ing that  ftate  of  the  fyftem  which  a  long 
continued  ufe  of  mercury  is  apt  to  in- 
duce, and  which  by  experience  we  find 
to  be  very  inimical  to  the  cure  of  all  men- 
Tores  as  the  patient  at  the  time  may  labour 
under. 

It  feems  to  be  in  this  manner  that 
Kennedy's  decoction,  and  of  which  meze- 
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reon  appears  to  form  a  confiderable  part, 
proves  particularly  ufeful.  There  is  no 
reafon  to  fuppofe  that  any  quantity  of 
mercury  is  contained  in  that  decoction, 
and  yet  there  is  no  caufe  to  doubt  of  fores 
of  this  defcription  having  been  often  foon 
healed  by  it,  which  had  previoufly  rehfted 
every  attempt  that  was  made  to  cure  them. 
Of  this  I  could  mention  feveral  hiftories 
which  have  fallen  within  my  own  know- 
ledge, but  they  are  too  long  to  admit  of 
infertion  in  this  place.  This  decoction,  I 
may  remark,  appears  to  be  nearly,  or  per- 
haps entirely  the  fame  with  the  Lifbon 
decoction,  for  which  a  form  is  given  in 
the  Appendix  *. 

In  ufing  this  root  it  is  proper  to  obferve? 
that  the  ligneous  parts  of  it  are  altogether 
inert.  The  bark  of  the  root  appears  to  be 
the  only  active  part  of  it.  An  Englifh 
quart,  containing  a  drachm  and  half  of  the 
bark,  is  a  fufficient  quantity  to  be  taken 
in  the  courfe  of  a  day,  and  even  this, 

•  Vide  Vol.  I.  Nqs.  46  and  47- 
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when  the  root  is  in  perfection,  renders  the 
decoction  fo  acrid  that  it  is  apt  to  affect 
the  throat.  With  a  view  to  leffen  this 
acrimony  we  conjoin  it  with  gum  arabic, 
liquorice,  althea,  and  often  with  farfapa- 
rilla  *. 

§  6.   Of  Opium. 

Opium  had  long  been  employed  for 
the  relief  of  that  kind  of  irritation  which 
fome  of  the  fymptoms  of  Lues  Venerea 
are  apt  to  excite,  but  it  was  not  till  with- 
in thefe  fourteen  years  that  it  was  fup- 
pofed  to  poffefs  any  power  of  deftroying 
the  venereal  virus,  or  of  curing  this  dif- 
eafe.  It  was  flrfh  employed  with  this 
view  in  the  Britiih  hofpitals  in  Ameri- 
ca ;  and  Doctor  Michaelis,  phyfician  to 
the  Heffian  troops  was,  I  believe,  the 
firft  who  put  it  to  the  teft  of  experiment. 

f  Vide  Vol.  II.  No.  24. 
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Since  that  period  it  has  been  ufed  as  an 
antifyphilitic  medicine  by  various  practi- 
tioners in  almoft  every  part  of  Europe ; 
and  it  has  had  the  fate  of  almoft  every 
new  remedy,  or  of  every  remedy  employ- 
ed with  new  motives.  Some  have  fpoken 
of  it  in  the  higheft  terms  of  panegyric, 
while  others  do  not  admit  that  it  is  ca- 
pable of  removing  even  the  mildefl  fymp- 
tom  of  the  difeafe.  In  matters  of  doubt 
all  that  authors  ought  to  attempt  is  to 
ftate  clearly  what  they  know  to  be  matter 
of  fact,  as  it  is  from  the  refult  of  repeat- 
ed trials  properly  authenticated  that  an 
adequate  judgment  on  all  fuch  points  is 
alone  to  be  formed.  As  it  appeared  to  be 
a  matter  of  the  fir  ft  importance  to  have  a 
new  remedy  for  the  cure  of  Lues  Vene- 
rea, and  which  was  reported  to  acl:  with 
much  more  eafe  and  certainty  than  mer- 
cury, I  was  one  among  many  who  gave 
it  a  very  full  trial.  It  was  ufed  in  a  va- 
riety of  cafes  and  in  different  ftages  of  the 
difeafe ;  but  in  no  inftance  did  it  accom- 
plilh  a  cure  where  there  was  caufe  to  fup- 
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pofe  that  the  virus  was  not  previoufly 
deftroyed  by  mercury.  Sores  original- 
ly produced  by  this  virus,  and  kept 
up,  as  is  fometimes  the  cafe,  by  irri- 
tation alone,  and  long  after  the  venereal 
taint  is  deftroyed,  are  more  effectually 
cured  by  opium  than  any  other  remedy. 
Sores  which  from  this  caufe  have  remain- 
ed obflinate  for  a  great  length  of  time, 
are,  by  the  ufe  of  opium,  often  brought  to 
a  healing  ftate ;  and  when  the  conftitution 
is  not  otherwife  difeafed,  they  are,  for  the 
moft  part,  foon  cicatrifed.  It  is  proper, 
however,  to  diftinguilh  between  thefe  fores 
and  fuch  as  are  venereal.  Sores  in  this 
ftate  are  not  to  be  confidered  as  venereal. 
The  venereal  virus,  it  is  true,  has  acted  as 
the  exciting  caufe,  but  this  being  deftroy- 
ed by  mercury,  they  no  longer  depend 
upon  this,  and  in  fuch  circumftances  are 
to  be  treated  in  the  fame  manner  with 
fores  of  a  fimilar  nature  proceeding  from 
any  other  caufe.  In  whatever  way  fores 
may  have  taken  place,  if  much  irritation 
prevails,  opium  is  perhaps  the  beft  remedy 

we 
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we  can  employ,  but  1  have  not  found  thai: 
it  proves  more  effectual  in  fores  that  are 
the  confequences  of  Lues  Venerea  than  in 
fuch  as  are  produced  by  any  other  caufe, 
provided  the  degree  of  pain  and  irritation 
with  which  they  are  accompanied  be  the 
fame. 

I  fufpect  much,  therefore,  that  this  dis- 
tinction has  not  met  with  fufficient  atten- 
tion by  many  who  confider  opium  as  a 
remedy  in  the  cure  of  fyphilis.  By  acting 
as  a  very  effectual  remedy  in  the  cure  of 
many  fores  in  which  mercury  had  failed, 
they  have  been  induced  to  attribute  pow- 
ers to  opium  which  I  have  much  reafon 
to  think  it  does  not  poffefs,  for  I  have 
never  known  it  prove  effectual  where 
mercury  had  not  previoufly  been  given. 

Antifyphilitic  powers  being  once  attri- 
buted to  opium  it  was  readily  imagined 
that  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  exhibit-* 
ed  it  would  prove  more  or  lefs  effectual. 
It  was  accordingly  given  in  large  dofes,and 
thefe  were  more  frequently  repeated  than 
}iad  been  ufual  in  former  practice.  Few,  I 
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believe,  made  more  complete  trials  of  it,  or 
have  puflied  it  farther  than  I  have  in  va- 
rious inftances  done  :  Beginning  with  two 
grains  at  bed-time,  one  in  the  morning, 
and  another  at  mid-day,  and  adding  a 
grain  to  each  dofe  every  third  or  fourth 
day,  patients  in  this  manner  I  have  found 
could  bear  very  confiderable  quantities  in 
the  courfe  of  a  fhort  time.  One  of  my  pa- 
tients who  could  not  at  firfl  bear  more 
than  a  grain  at  once,  in  the  courfe  of  five 
weeks  took  three  dofes  of  fifteen  grains 
each,  daily.  I  did  not  find,  however,  that 
any  advantage  was  derived  from  giving  it 
fo  largely,  while  it  frequently  did  much 
harm.  It  was  apt  to  excite  ficknefs,  head- 
ach,  and  giddinefs,  a  total  lofs  of  appe- 
tite, in  forne  an  obflinate  coftivenefs,  and 
what  was  more  furprifing,  it  acted  with 
many  as  a  fmart  purgative,  I  never  ob- 
ferved  this  effect,  however,  till  the  dofe 
came  to  the  extent  often  or  twelve  grains; 
but  when  this  fymptom  did  take  place 
from  it,  no  aftringent  medicine  feemed 
to  have  any  effect  in  removing  it,  and  it 
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was  only  relieved  by  emetics  and  purga- 
tives. 

I  muft  indeed  admit  that  opium  was 
taken  by  many,  even  in  large  dofes,  with- 
out any  inconvenience  or  diftrefs  ;  but 
being  foon  fenfible  that  it  had  no  effect  in 
deftroying  the  venereal  virus ;  that  it 
proved  in  no  other  way  ufeful  than  by 
leffening  or  removing  irritation ;  and  that 
this  refulted  with  equal  certainty  from 
moderate  dofes,  I  have  of  late  defifted 
from  giving  it  in  larger  quantities  than 
two  or  three  grains  in  the  courfe  of  a 
day. 

Opium  conjoined  with  an  emetic  has 
long  been  known  as  a  very  ufeful  remedy 
in  rheumatifm ;  and  I  have  found  it 
prove  particularly  ufeful  in  thofe  pains 
refembling  rheumatifm  which  occur  in 
the  venereal  difeafe.  But  the  relief  which 
it  procures  is  only  temporary  if  mercury 
be  not  employed  along  with  it.  For  this 
purpofe  laudanum  may  be  given  along 
with  tincture  of  antimony,  or  opium 

may 
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may  be  given  with  ipecacuan,  in  the  form 
of  Dover's  powder  f. 

In  fome  cafes  opium  proves  ufeful  as 
an  external  application,  whether  employ- 
ed as  a  warn  for  painful  phagadenic  ul- 
cers, or  in  a  folid  form  as  an  ointment ; 
but  it  does  hot  appearjevenin  this  manner, 
to  act  in  any  other  way  than  as  an  ano* 
dyne. 


3EGTION  V, 

Of  the  Cure  of  Lues  Venerea. 

§  I.  Of  the  Cure  of  Chancres. 

A description  of  chancre  is  given  in 
Section  II.  of  this  Chapter,  page  13. 
The  firft  queftion  to  be  determined  in  the 
treatment  of  chancre  is,  whether  the  cure 

1 

I  Vide  Appendix,  No.  25. 
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fhould  be  tnifted  entirely  to  the  internal 
exhibition  of  mercury ;  to  the  ufe  of  lo- 
cal applications ;  or  to  both  of  thefe  com- 
bined. 

A  conliderable  time  ago  I  had  occafion 
to  mention  my  opinion  on  this  fubject, 
and  hitherto  I  have  feen  no  good  caufe 
for  deferting  it  *.  My  opinion  at  that 
time  was,  as  it  ftill  is,  that  chancres 
ihould  be  healed  as  fpeedily  as  poflible, 
and  that  this  may  be  done  with  fafety 
by  combining  the  advantages  of  local 
remedies  with  the  internal  nfe  of  mer- 
cury. 

Many  practitioners  think  that  chancres 
ought  not  to  be  healed  but  by  the  internal 
ufe  of  mercury  alone,  and  they  give  as  rea- 
fons  for  this,  that  when  external  applica- 
tions are  employed  we  can  never  be  cer- 
tain whether  the  conftitution  is  rendered 
fafe  or  not,  while  we  can  fcarcejy  be  de- 
ceived, they  imagine,  when  chancres  heal 

*  Vide  Treatife  on  the  Theory  and  Management  ot 
Ulcers, 
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folely  from  the  ufe  of  mercury.    To  this 
practice,  however,  there  are  different  ob- 
jections.   The  internal  exhibition  of  mer- 
cury alone  will  not  always  cure  chancres. 
I  have  known  a  perfon  kept  under  the 
complete   effect  of  mercury  for  many 
weeks,  and  the  chancres  for  which  it  was 
prefcribed  remain  nearly  in  the  fame  ftate 
as  at  firft.     Nay,  in  different  inftances, 
where  this  practice  was  purfued,  and  in 
which  the  cure  was  traded  to  mercury 
alone,  although  the  remedy  was  conti- 
nued in  all  of  them  for  fix  or  feven 
weeks,  and  under  the  belt  management, 
as  the  chancres  did  not  heal  the  mercury 
was  laid  afide  on  the  fuppohtion  of  the 
conftitution  being  rendered  fafe  ;  but  al- 
though in  all  of  them  the  fores  were  foon 
cured  by  the  application  of  cauftic,  red 
precipitate,  or  fome  other  efcharrotic,  in 
feverals  fymptoms  of  pox  appeared  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  weeks  ;  in  fome  with  ul- 
cers in  the  throat,  and  in  others  with 
blotches  upon  the  fkin.    From  which  I  * 
conclude  that  we  cannot  depend  upon 
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the  internal  ufe  of  mercury  alone  for  the 
cure  of  chancres ;  nor  have  I  obferved 
that  it  acts  with  certainty,  unlcfs  the  fores 
are  kept  up  by  the  virus  having  entered 
the  conftitution. 

But  the  moft  important  objection  to 
the  practice  is,  that  being  much  more  te- 
dious in  accomplishing  a  cure,  it  creates 
a  greater  rifle  of  the  virus  entering  the 
fyftem  than  when  the  fores  are  more 
fpeedily  healed  by  the  ufe  of  external  ap- 
plications. The  practice  of  healing  chan- 
cres by  the  internal  ufe  of  mercury  only, 
originated  from  an  opinion  that  venereal 
fores  of  every  defcription  proceeded  from 
the  conftitution  being  infected,  and  were 
this  the  cafe,  there  might  be  caufe  to  con- 
lider  it  as  well  founded ;  but  now  that  we 
know  that  chancres  at  fTrft  are  always  lo- 
cal, and  that  they  are  the  fource  of  what- 
ever matter  enters  the  fyftem,  it  is  obvious 
that  the  more  fpeedily  they  can  with  pro- 
priety be  healed  the  lefs  will  be  the  rifli  of 
the  conftitution  being  injured. 
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Chancres  might  frequently  be  cured  by 
the  ufe  of  external  applications  alone,  and  as 
we  know  from  experience  that  the  matter 
is  not  always  abforbed  the  cure  would  in 
a  few  inftances  prove  permanent ;  but  as 
we  have  no  means  of  diftinguifhing  when 
this  is  the  cafe,  while  there  is  reafon  to 
think  that  in  moft  inftances  abforption 
takes  place,  we  ought  in  no  cafe  to  truft 
to  it.  In  order  to  avoid  the  inconvenien- 
cies  of  a  courfe  of  mercury  it  has  been 
fafhionable  of  late  to  truft  the  cure  of  re- 
cent chancres  to  local  remedies,  but  I 
know  from  various  inftances  in  which  I 
have  been  confulted,  that  the  practice  is 
exceedingly  dangerous.  The  chancres 
may  be  eafily  healed  ;  but  where  mercury 
is  not  employed  the  difeafe  in  a  great  pro- 
portion of  cafes  foon  mews  itfelf  in  the 
fyftem. 

The  moft  certain,  as  well  as  the  fpeed- 
ieft  cure  of  chancres  is  to  be  obtained  from 
a  due  attention  to  external  applications 
conjoined  with  a  well-regulated  couf/c  of 
mercury.  By  the  former  we  are  frequent- 
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ly  enabled  to  complete  the  cure  in  a  few 
days,  which  otherwife  would  require  a 
great  length  of  time,  and  by  the  latter 
the  conftitution  is  rendered  perfectly  fe- 
cure. 

Chancres  in  an  incipient  ftate  are  moffc 
effectually  cured  by  die  application  of 
cauftic  or  efcharrotics.  If  the  difeafed 
parts  are  completely  deftroyed  with  cau- 
dle they  foon  become  clean,  and  heal  as 
quickly  as  fores  proceeding  from  any 
other  caufe  and  of  the  fame  magnitude 
ufually  do.  This  practice  is  now  there- 
fore very  generally  adopted,  and  the  ef- 
fect of  it  is  fo  remarkable  that  it  has  never 
probably  been  laid  alide  by  any  who  have 
given  it  a  fair  trial.  None,  I  imagine, 
have  purfued  it  more  fully  than  I  have 
done ;  but  I  find  it  neceffary  to  remark^ 
that  in  the  ufual  way  of  conducting  this 
practice  it  is  liable  to  one  very  important 
objection :  the  chancres  to  which  it  is  ap- 
plied, if  they  are  not  of  long  duration, 
very  commonly  heal  quickly ;  but  in  a 
great  proportion  of  cafes  the  cure  of  the 
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fores  is  fucceeded  by  buboes  in  the  con- 
tiguous glands.  For  a  confiderable  time 
I  was  induced  to  fuppofe  that  the  lwell- 
ings  of  the  glands  which  thus  took  place 
after  the  cure  of  chancres  were  more  the 
effect  of  accident  than  of  the  method  of 
treatment,  and  that  they  would  have  oc- 
curred under  whatever  management  the 
fores  might  have  been.  The  frequency, 
however,  of  their  appearance  made  me  at 
lafl  fufpecT:  that  I  was  miftaken,  and  far- 
ther obfervation  made  it  obvious  that  this 
was  the  cafe. 

As  experiment  alone  could  determine 
the  queftion,  I  was  refolved  to  employ  this 
teft.  Of  the  firft  twenty  patients  who  oc- 
curred with  incipient  chancres,  in  ten  they 
were  deftroyed  by  an  immediate  and  ef- 
fectual application  of  lunar  cauftic,  the 
remedy  being  employed  according  to  my 
ufual  cuftom  at  that  time,  inftantly  on 
my  being  called.  Of  the  other  ten,  five 
were  dreffed  with  blue  mercurial  oint- 
ment, and  five  with  common  wax  oint- 
ment.   The  fores  to  which  cauftic  were 
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applied  healed  much  fooner  than  the 
others,  and  next  to  thefe  the  fores  that 
were  dreffed  with  mercurial  ointment. 
But  of  the  ten  patients  to  whom  cauflic 
was  applied  no  lefs  than  eight  had  buboes, 
while  only  one  bubo  occurred  in  all  the 
others,  and  it  happened  in  one  of  the  pa- 
tients whofe  chancres  had  been  dreffed 
with  mercury.  I  thought  alfo  that  bu- 
boes appeared  to  be  lefs  frequent  from 
the  application  of  cauflic  where  mercury 
had  been  previoully  given.  This  fell  with- 
in my  obfervation  from  time  to  time  with 
patients  who  had  taken  mercury  either  of 
their  own  accord  or  by  the  advice  of 
others,  and  appearing  to  be  of  import- 
ance I  was  refolved  to  bring  it  like- 
wife  to  the  tefl  of  experiment,  and  the  re- 
fult  was  as  follows :  Of  forty- eight  patients 
with  chancres  in  an  incipient  ftate,  and 
exactly  as  they  occurred  in  practice,  One 
half  was  treated  in  the  manner  I  have 
mentioned,  by  deflroying  the  chancres 
with  cauflic  immediately  on  my  being 
defired  to  fee  them,  while  all  the  others 
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were  put  under  mercury  for  eight  or  ten 
days  before  the  application  of  cauftic.  In 
every  other  circumftance  the  method  of 
treatment  was  the  fame.  The  difference, 
however,  furprifed  me  exceedingly.  Of 
the  twenty-four  treated  with  the  imme- 
diate application  of  cauftic  twenty  were 
feized  with  buboes,  while  only  three  bu- 
boes occurred  in  an  equal  number  to  whom 
mercury  had  been  previoufly  adminiftered. 

Thefe  buboes  did  not  indeed  all  termi- 
nate in  fuppuration,  nor  did  many  of  them 
arrive  at  any  confiderable  lize.  Being 
clofely  watched,  mercury  was  immediate- 
ly applied  for  the  purpofe  of  difcumng 
them,  and  for  the  moll  part  it  proved  fuc- 
cefsful ;  but  there  was  no  caufe  to  doubt 
of  their  being  venereal  from  their  being 
equally  difficult  to  manage,  and  from 
thofe  which  ended  in  fuppuration  being 
equally  difficult  to  cure  with  buboes 
which  occur  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  bu- 
fmefs.  At  nrft  I  was  induced  to  hope  that 
fwellings  produced  in  this  manner  were 
not  venereal,  but  merely  the  effect  of  irri- 
tation 
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tation  excited  by  the  cauftic,  but  it  foon 
became  obvious  that  this  was  not  the  cafe, 
and  that  cauftic  does  not  deftroy  the  ve- 
nereal virus  fo  compleatly  as  is  commonly 
imagined,  while,  by  the  irritation  which 
it  always  in  fome  degree  excites,  it  tends 
often  to  produce  buboes,  which  other- 
wife  would  never  take  place.  This  affords 
an  additional  proof  to  what  has  already 
been  mentioned  of  the  effect  of  irritation 
in  exciting  the  action  of  the  abforbents  ; 
and  the  effect  of  mercury  in  this  cafe,  by 
preventing  the  formation  of  buboes,  tends 
farther  to  fupport  the  opinion  of  this  me^ 
dicine  acting  as  an  antidote  to  the  fyphi- 
litic  virus. 

In  mofl  inftances  buboes  produced  in 
this  manner  begin  to  form  in  the  courfc 
of  a  day  or  two  after  cauftic  has  been  ap- 
plied j  in  fome  cafes  even  fooner.  But  I 
have  known  them  take  place  where  the 
glands  had  remained  found  for  a  good 
many  days  after  the  chancres  were  com- 
pleatly cicatrifed,  and  where  there  was  no 
reafon  therefore  to  fufpect  that  any  excit- 
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ing  caufe  of  buboes  could  remain.  In 
thefe  inffcances  I  conclude  that  fuch  a  fmall 
portion  of  the  virus  had  been  lodged  in 
the  lymphatics  forming  the  gland,  as  re- 
quired this  length  of  time  to  excite  that 
degree  of  irritation  that  is  neceffary  for 
the  production  of  bubo. 

The  fame  effecT:  appears  tx>  remit  from 
whatever  cauftic  is  employed ;  at  leaffe 
this  has  been  the  cafe  with  fuch  trials  as  I 
have  made  with  lunar  dauuic,  red  preci- 
pitate, blue  vitriol,  and  corrofive  fubli- 
mate ;  and  as  the  cauftic  is  more  eafdy 
applied,  while  it  commonly  acts  with 
more  certainty,  and  perhaps  with  lefs 
pain  than  any  of  the  outers,  1  commonly 
give  it  the  preference.  Where  cauftic  is 
fb  be  employed,  my  practice  now  is  to  put 
my  patient  previouilv  under  mercury  for 
the  fpace  of  fix,  eight,  or  ten  days,  till 
there  is  full  evidence  of  the  medicine  hav- 
ing entered  the  fyftem.  At  this  time 
cauftic  is  applied  over  the  whole  furface 
of  the  chancre,  however  exteofive  it  may 
be,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  deftroy  all  the 

dif- 


Sect.  V.  of  Lues  Venerea.  327 

difeafed  parts,  and  the  application  is  re- 
newed as  often  as  the  fores  become  foul 
or  floughy.  In  fome  it  is  not  necefTary 
to  life  it  above  once  or  twice,  while  in 
others  it  muft  be  repeated  every  fecond  or 
third  day,  during  a  great  part  of  the  cure. 
Even  where  the  fores  have  become  clean 
cauftic  often  proves  ufeful,  particularly 
when  they  are  ftationary,  and  make  no 
progrefs  towards  a  cure ;  in  which  cafe 
we  may  commonly  make  them  cicatrife 
more  fpeedily  by  the  reiterated  applica- 
tion of  cauftic  than  by  any  other  reme- 

dy-  .1 , ' .  ..  a 

When  chancres  are  brought  into  a  clean 
healing  ftate  a  cure  will  for  the  rnoft 
part  be  obtained  by  continuing  the  ufe 
of  mercury  for  a  fufficient  length  of  time, 
and  by  dreiTmg  with  dry  lint,  or  any 
fimple  ointment ;  but  that  fixed  or  fta- 
tionary ftate  to  which  I  allude,  and  in 
which  they  often  remain  where  cauftic 
is  not  frequently  applied,  is  very  effectu- 
ally prevented  by  dremng  with  precipi- 
tate or  calomel  ointment;  and  in  fome 
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cafes  I  have  employed  for  the  fame  purr 
pofe  an  ointment  prepared  with  verdi- 

gris  *j 

In  all  cafes  of  chancres  the  parts  ought 
to  be  kept  particularly  clean,  and  the  bed 
ordinary  walh  for  this  purpofe  is  a  weak 
folution  of  corrofive  fublimate,  in  the  pro- 
portion  of  one  grain  to  feven  or  eight 
ounces  of  water.  Where  the  fores  remain 
foul  notwithstanding  the  application  of 
cauftic,  but  which  does  not  often  happen 
where  a  fufficient  quantity  of  mercury  is 
given  along  with  it,  it  becomes  neceffary  to 
employ  a  folution  with  a  greater  propor- 
tion of  fublimate.  In  this  cafe  one,  or 
even  two  grains,  may  be  added  to  an  ounce 
of  water  ;  but  this  being  too  ftrong  for  ap- 
plying to  the  contiguous  parts,  care  muft 
be  taken  to  confine  it  as  much  as  pomble 
to  thofe  that  are  difeafed.  In  this  foul  or 
Iloughy  flate  of  chancres,  among  the  va- 
riety of  dreffings  which  we  are  occafion- 

*  Formulae  of  thefe  ointments  are  given  in  the  Ap- 
pendix, Nos.  26,  27,  and  28. 
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ally  obliged  to  employ,  the  blue  ointment 
prepared  with  equal  parts  of  mercury  and 
hogs-lard  fometimes  anfwers  well,  as  it 
does  indeed  in  almofl  every  ftate  of 
chancre  in  which  it  is  proper  that  mercu- 
ry mould  be  ufed.  For  the  purpofe  too  of 
removing  this  foul  appearance  which 
chancres  are  very  apt  to  affiime,  and  un- 
der which  they  never  heal,  red  precipitate 
finely  levigated  is  often  employed  in  pow- 
der, and  frequently  with  advantage.  Ca- 
lomel applied  in  this  manner  alfo  proves 
ufeful ;  and  it  is  chiefly  in  this  ftate  of 
chancres  that! have  perceived  moil  advant- 
age to  be  derived  from  mercurial  fumiga- 
tions. In  all  flight  cafes  of  chancres  a 
free  application  of  cauflic  very  commonly 
proves  fuccefsful ;  but  where  the  fores  are 
deep,  extenflve,  and  very  floughy,  toge- 
ther with  the  ufe  of  cauflic  we  are  obliged 
to  employ  one  or  other  of  the  articles 
which  I  have  mentioned ;  and  when  pre- 
cipate,  calomel,  and  even  verdigris  have 
failed,  I  have  in  various  inftances  found 
fhat  the  parts  have  been  rendered  clean, 
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and  brought  into  a  healing  ftate,  by  fu- 
migating once  or  twice  with  cinnabar. 

There  are  two  ftates,  however,  of  chancre 
which  do  not  admit  of  this  mode  of  treat- 
ment, viz.  where  the  parts  affected  are  either 
much  inflamed,  or  mow  fome  tendency 
to  mortification.  In  all  other  fituations, 
whether  the  fores  be  upon  the  glans,  pre- 
puce, or  frenum,or  even  within  the  mouth 
of  the  urethra,  cauftic  may  be  applied  with 
freedom.  It  may  be  proper  here  to  re- 
mark, that  when  a  chancre  is  feated  upon 
the  frenum,  or  beneath  it,  if  it  is  not  alto- 
gether mperncial,  the  frenum  itfelf  mould 
be  cut  acrofs.  It  is  eafily  done,  no  in- 
conveiiiency  is  experienced  from  it,  and 
it  tends  always  to  forward  the  cure. 

When  the  parts  upon  which  chancres 
are  feated  become  much  inflamed,  fuch 
remedies  mould  be  employed  as  prove 
mo  ft  effectual  in  removing  inflammation. 
When  the  patient  is  plethoric,  blood-let- 
ting in  fome  inftances  is  necefTary,  toge- 
ther with  cooling  laxatives,  and  a  low 
diet.    The  parts  ihould  be  dreffed  with 

any 
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any  iimple  ointment,  fuch  as  the  common 
faturnine  ointment  and  wax  liniment 
mentioned  in  the  Appendix  *.  In  fuch 
circumftances  too  faturnine  poultices  prove 
fometimes  ufeful ;  but  nothing  ever  gives 
more  relief  than  the  internal  ufe  of  opiates. 
By  allaying  irritation  they  frequently 
tend  more  effectually  than  any  other  re- 
medy to  leifen  or  remove  the  inflamma- 
tion. 

In  fome  cafes,  however,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  our  attention,  this  inflammatory 
ftate  of  chancres  terminates  in  gangrene, 
while  in  others  gangrene  takes  place 
where  no  great  degree  of  inflammation 
had  been  previouuy  obferved.  In  thefe 
pppofite  circumftances  the  remedies  to  be 
employed  ought  evidently  to  be  different. 
Where  much  inflammation  ftill  prevails, 
blood-letting  with  other  parts  of  an 
anti-phlogiftic  courfe  ought  to  be  pufhed 
as  far  as  the  ftrength  and  age  of  the  pa- 
tient can  with  fafety  admit,  while  aplenti- 

f  Vide  Nos.  29  and  30. 


ful 


332 


Of  the  Cure  Ch.  IV. 


ful  life  of  bark  is  perhaps  the  befl  reme- 
dy where  little  or  no  inflammation  oc- 
curs. 

For  the  removal  of  inflammation,  be- 
fides  general  blood-letting,  I  have  occa- 
sionally ventured  upon  the  application  of 
leeches  to  the  difeafed  parts,  and  com- 
monly with  much  advantage.  The  bites 
of  leeches  may  in  fome  inftances  give  rile 
to  venereal  ulcers,  which  other  wife  would 
not  have  taken  place,  but  little  or  no  dif- 
vantage  enfues  from  this,  as  they  heal  by 
the  ufe  of  the  mercury  that  we  muft  ne- 
cefTarily  employ  for  the  cure  of  the  difeafe, 
while  nothing  proves  fo  effectual  as  local 
blood-letting,  for  carrying  off  that  great 
degree  of  inflammatory  tenfion  which  in 
cafes  of  this  defcription  we  fometimes  meet 
with. 

Whether  inflammation  takes  place  or 
not,  gangrene,  when  it  arifes  from 
chancres,  proceeds  with  more  rapidity 
than  it  ufually  does  from  any  other  caufe. 
I  have  known  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
glans  deftroyed  by  it  in  the  courfe  of  a 
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day.  For  the  moft  part,  if  not  imme- 
diately checked,  either  by  general  or  local 
blood-letting,  or  by  a  liberal  ufe  of  bark, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  it  pro- 
ceeds without  our  being  able  to  put  a  flop 
to  it  till  it  comes  to  the  urethra.  In  dif- 
ferent inflances  I  have  known  the  urethra 
laid  entirely  bare  for  a  confiderable  length 
on  the  mortified  parts  being  removed ; 
and  where  it  begins  upon  the  preputium, 
it  proceeds  in  fome  cafes  not  only  through 
the  loofe  fkin  and  cellular  fubftance  of 
the  penis  but  even  into  the  corpora  ca- 
vcrnofa. 

The  mod  diflrefsful  fymptom  which 
takes  place  from  the  mortification  of  thefe 
parts  is  the  vent  which  it  iometimes  gives 
to  the  urine  by  penetrating  the  fubftance 
of  the  urethra.  In  fome  inflances  one 
opening  is  formed;  in  others  we  meet 
with  two,  three,  or  more.  Befides  the  in- 
conveniency  and  diftrefs  which  this  al- 
ways occafions  it  adds  confiderably  to 
the  hazard  of  the  patient,  for  the  urine  in 
this  manner  finds  accefs  to  the  furround- 

ing 


334  Of  the  Cure  Ch.  IV. 

ing  cellular  fubftance,  where  it  not  only- 
gives  much  additional  pain,  but  the  irri- 
tation which  it  excites  feems  to  be  of  a 
nature  particularly  apt  to  create  a  difpoii- 
tion  to  gangrene,  fo  that  whenever  it  takes 
place  the  mortification  extends  more  ra- 
pidly than  it  did  before,  nor  has  bark 
and  the  other  remedies  ufually  given  much 
influence  in  putting  a  flop  to  it.  We  de- 
rive mod  advantage  from  opium.  Whe- 
ther opium  acts  here  as  an  antifeptic  may 
be  difficult  to  afcertain :  I  rather  fuppofe 
that  it  proves  chiefly  ufeful  by  lefTening 
or  removing  the  irritation  produced  by 
the  urine,  for  I  have  not  perceived  that 
its  beneficial  effects  are  in  proportion  to 
the  quantity  that  is  given.  Small  dofes, 
when  they  procure  eafe,  feem  to  prove 
equally  ufeful  with  the  largeft,  which 
they  would  not  probably  do  if  they  acted 
in  any  other  manner.  While  by  means  of 
opiates  we  endeavour  to  leffen  the  pain, 
much  care  fhould  be  taken  to  prevent  the 
urine  from  finding  accefs  to  the  contigu- 
ous parts.  Where  it  happens  to  lodge,  the 
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fac  which  receives  it  fhould  be  laid  freely 
open,  and  the  parts  bathed  with  a  decoc- 
tion of  bark,  an  infuiion  of  role  leaves, 
or  fome  other  antifeptic  after  every  time 
the  patient  voids  urine. 

I  have  taken  the  more  particular  notice 
of  this  effect  of  urine  upon  parts  in  this 
lituation  as  I  do  not  find  that  it  has  been 
mentioned  by  others,  and  as  various  cafes 
have  fallen  under  my  care  in  which 
the  molt  diltrefsful  confequences  enfued 
from  it. 

Chancres  are  particularly  apt  to  become 
gangrenous  when  combined  with  paraphy- 
molis,  but  they  do  fo  occalionally  where 
no  degree  of  this  fymptom  has  ever  oc- 
curred. 

The  moll  alarming  fymptom  of  this 
ftate  of  chancre  is  the  hannorrhagy  which 
occurs  when  the  mortification  reaches  the 
•large  arteries  of  the  penis.  No  advantage* 
is  derived  from  t  ing  thefe  arteries  with 
ligatures  till  the  gangrene  is  completely 
Hopped ;  fo  that  in  this  fitua:  ion  we  are 
obliged  to  truft  to  the  uncertain  effects  of 
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aftringeiit  applications  conjoined  with  mo-» 
derate  preflure.  Preflure  in  this  cafe  is 
moft  effectually  applied  by  means  of  a  fil- 
let of  linen  or  cotton,  paffed  round  the 
penis,  after  a  leaden  or  filver  tube  has  been 
inferted  into  the  urethra. 

The  point  of  moft  importance  in  this 
ftate  of  the  diforder  is  to  determine  the 
propriety  of,  giving  mercury,  or  delaying 
the  ufe  of  it  till  the  mortification  is  over. 
It  is  the  common  practice  to  continue  the 
mercury  that  had  previoufly  been  given 
for  the  chancres,  and  many  even  judge 
it  neceffary  to  give  it  in  greater  quanti- 
ties. In  every  inftance,  however,  where 
I  have  known  this  done,  it  has  evidently 
proved  hurtful ;  and  having  found  from 
various  trials  that  the  mercury  may  with 
fafety  be  laid  afide  during  the  progrefs  of 
the  mortification,  I  now  never  employ  it 
till  all  the  mortified  parts  are  removed. 
The  fear  of  the  difeafe  gaining  ground 
from  this,  and  an  opinion  of  the  mortifi- 
cation being  of  a  venereal  nature,  and 
that  mercury  is  therefore  neceffary  to  flop 
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it,  is  the  caufe  of  its  being  in  general  per- 
fifted  in  ;  but  the  progrefs  of  mortifica- 
tion is  fo  rapid,  when  compared  with  the 
lifual  fymptoms  of  fyphilis,  and  it  is  in 
every  circumftance  fo  different  in  appear- 
ance from  thefe  that  I  do  not  conceive  it 
to  be  venereal.  It  is  indeed  evidently  in- 
duced by  this  difeafe ;  but  in  this  refpecl: 
the  fy philitic  virus  feems  to  a<fl  in  no  other 
manner  than  as  the  occafional  caufe  5  and 
chancres  being  at  firft  always  local,  I  be- 
lieve, that  in  mod  inftances  the  fore  which 
remains  after  the  mortification  is  gone  is 
not  venereal,  and  that  it  would  heal  whe- 
ther mercury  fliould  be  given  or  not,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  would  happen  with  a 
great  proportion  of  chancres  where  cauftic 
has  been  freely  applied  on  their  firft  ap- 
pearance. But  as  we  cannot  in  either  cafe 
know  with  certainty  whether  the  virus 
has  entered  the  fyftem  or  not,  the  fafety 
of  our  patient  requires  in  both  inftances 
that  mercury  fhould  be  given  in  fuch 
quantities  as  may  be  neceffary  to  effect 
this  purpofe.  While  mortification  eonti- 
Vol.  II.  Y  nues 
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nues  to  advance  it  flioiild  be  treated  in 
the  fame  manner  with  gangrene  from  any 
other  caufe,  and  without  any  regard  to  the 
venereal  difeafe  ;  but  as  foon  as  the  mor- 
tified parts  are  removed,  the  cafe  fliould 
be  coniidered  as  entirely  venereal;  a  courfe 
of  mercury  fliould  be  advifed  and  conti- 
nued from  a  fortnight  to  three  weeks  or  a 
month,  according  to  the  virulence  and  ob- 
flinacy  of  the  fymptoms  after  the  fores  are 
cicatrifed. 

I  have  feldom,  however,  found  it  neceflary 
to  difcontinue  mercury  during  the  inflam- 
matory ftate  of  chancres.  Even  where 
inflammation  runs  high  mercury  may  be 
fafely  given.  By  leflening  the  venereal 
irritation,  it  tends  for  the  mod  part  to 
abate,  and  even  to  remove  the  inflamma- 
tion, fo  that  I  commonly  prefcribe  it  im- 
mediately, and  perfifl  in  the  moderate  life 
of  it  during  the  whole  continuance  of  this 
fymptom. 

After  the  inflammation  produced  by 
chancres  is  gone  they  fall  to  be  treated 
in  the  fame  manner  as  if  this  fymptom 

had 
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had  not  taken  place.  When  they  are 
clean,  and  with  a  furface  difpofed  to  gra- 
nulate and  heal,  any  common  ointment 
will  anfwer  for  dremng  them,  but  when 
foul  or  floughy  the  application  of  cauftic, 
calomel,  precipitate,  and  verdigris  are 
equally  proper  as  if  the  inflammation  had 
not  happened.  Verdigris  may  not  only  be 
applied  to  chancres  in  powder,  and  in  the 
form  of  an  ointment,  but  in  fblution  ;  and 
it  equally  tends  to  remove  that  floughy 
foulnefs  to  which  I  allude,  and  difpofes 
the  fores  to  heal  when  they  become  fta~ 
tionary.  It  may  be  ufed  in  various  pro- 
portions, from  two  grains  to  a  fcruple  in 
the  ounce  of  water. 

In  this  clean  ftate  of  chancres,  when  the 
cure  does  not  advance,  the  application  of 
fpirit  of  lavender,  ardent  fpirits,  or  even 
of  alcohol,  proves  fometimes  ufeful ;  and 
in  fome  cafes  we  derive  advantage  from 
bathing  the  parts  with  lime  water,  a  folu- 
tion  of  blue  vitriol,  traumatic  balfam,  or 
tincture  of  myrrh. 

Y  4  One 
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One  of  the  greateft  impediments  to  the 
.  cure  of  chancres  is  their  taking  place 
whether  on  the  iniide  of  the  prepuce  or 
upon  the  glans,  along  with  phymofis ;  for 
when  they  cannot  be  kept  clean  and 
dreflings  properly  applied,  the  cure  proves 
always  both  tedious  and  uncertain.  In 
all  flight  cafes  of  chancre  in  this  fituation 
we  endeavour  to  cure  them  by  injecting- 
from  time  to  time,  between  the  prepuce 
and  glans,  one  or  other  of  the  articles  I 
have  jult  mentioned  fufnciently  diluted ; 
but  when  the  fores  are  either  deep  or  ex- 
.  tenfive,  the  operation  for  the  phymofis 
fhould  always  be  advifed  as  the  firft  part 
of  the  cure  *.  This  being  a  meafure  to 
which  a  patient  does  not  readily  affent  it 
is  commonly  poilponed,  by  which  a  great 
deal  of  time  is  loft,  and  chancres  often  al- 
lowed to  proceed  deep  into  the  fubftancc 
of  the  penis,  which  might  eafily  have  been 
healed  without  the  hazard  of  this  being 
incurred. 

*  Vide  Chapter  III.  Seftion  XII. 
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When  an  operation  for  this  purpofe 
becomes  neceffary  the  prepuce  mould  be 
divided  through  its  whole  length.  We 
are  commonly  defired  to  carry  the  incirion 
only  the  length  of  the  chancres,  but  in 
different  inftances  I  have  perceived  bad 
confequences  enfue  from  this.  The  un- 
divided {kin  is  apt  to  inflame  and  become 
tight,  and  the  pain  from  the  operation 
being  nearly  the  fame,  the  other  as  being 
more  effectual  and  not  productive  of  thefe 
inconveniencies,  fhould  be  preferred. 

When  the  cure,  however,  is  conducted 
without  the  prepuce  being  laid  open,  be- 
fides  a  very  regular  attention  to  cleanli- 
nefs  care  fhould  be  taken  to  prevent  ad- 
hefions  between  the  preputium  and  glans ; 
a  circumftance  particularly  apt  to  happen 
when  much  inflammation  takes  place,  and 
from  which  a  good  deal  of  inconveniency 
is  afterwards  experienced.  This  is  mod  ef- 
fectually prevented  by  making  fuch  liquids 
as  are  injected  pafs  freely  round  the  whole 
fubftance  of  the  glans,  and  inferting  pledg- 
ets with  proper  dremngs,  and  placing  them 

Y  3  b«- 
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between  the  prepuce  and  thofe  parts  of 
the  glans  that  are  affected. 

Chancres  in  the  parts  of  generation  of 
women  require  the  fame  method  of  treat- 
ment as  in  men.  The  parts  do  not  appear 
to  be  fo  irritable,  fo  that  they  more  readily 
admit  of  the  efcharrotic  applications  which 
I  have  mentioned.  In  both  fexes  the  cure 
is  much  promoted  by  confinement,  wiiile 
nothing  tends  more  to  retard  it  than  the 
fretting  of  the  parts  by  motion  in  walking 
or  riding  on  horfeback. 

Where  venereal  fores  form  upon  the 
mons  veneris  and  external  parts  of  the 
labia  pudendi,  or  when  chancres  fpread 
to  thefe  parts,  as  they  fometimes  do 
from  the  nympha?  and  clitoris,  where  they 
often  begin  they  are  commonly  more 
foul  and  floughy  than  venereal  fores  in 
any  other  fituation :  Neither  are  they  fo 
readily  cleaned  by  the  ufual  dremngs. 
Befides  a  more  frequent  application  of 
lunar  cauflic  they  require  any  efcharrotics 
that  we  employ  to  be  ufed  in  powder  in- 
flead  of  being  mixed  with  oiDtments. 

They 
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They  even  admit  of  being  covered  from 
time  to  time  with  levigated  verdigris ;  nor 
have  the  milder  articles  of  this  clafs,  fuch 
as  calomel  and  red  precipitate,  the  fame 
influence  in  keeping  them  clean  that  we 
find  them  to  have  in  venereal  fores  in  al- 
moft  every  other  part.  It  is  proper,  there- 
fore, in  the  treatment  of  fores  upon  thefe 
parts,  that  this  circumftances  be  kept  in 
view. 

Lunar  cauftic  is  the  beft  application  for 
chancres  upon  the  lips.  In  this  fituation 
ointments  cannot  be  conveniently  em- 
ployed, we  therefore  trull  almoft  entirely 
to  the  repeated  application  of  cauftic  ;  but 
in  chancres  upon  the  nipples  the  applica- 
tion of  cauftic  creates  fo  much  pain  that 
it  ought  never  to  be  advifed.  We  are 
therefore  in  thefe  parts  obliged  to  em- 
ploy the  milder  dremngs,  and  nothing  an- 
fwers  better  than  the  common  faturnine 
ointment,  or  wax  ointment,  with  a  fourth 
part  of  calomel.  Some  advantage  is  alfo 
derived  from  bathing  the  parts  affected 
with  a  flrong  folution  of  opium  in  water. 

Y  4  It 


1 


344  Of  the  Cure  Ch.  IV. 

It  leffcns  irritability,  by  which  the  fores 
are  more  readily  difpofed  to  heal. 

§  2.  Of  the  Cure  of  Buboes, 

A  history  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of 
bubo  has  already  been  given  in  Sect.  II. 
of  this  Chapter,  p.  26. 

Our  treatment  of  bubo  has  varied  and 
been  improved  by  the  more  perfect  know- 
ledge which  of  late  years  has  been  ob- 
tained in  the  anatomy  of  the  lymphatic 
fyftem.  Till  this  was  acquired  buboes 
were  confidered  as  an  effort  of  the  fyftem 
to  throw  off  the  morbific  matter  of  the 
difeafe,  fo  that  in  every  inflance  to  pro- 
mote their  fuppuration  was  thought  to  be 
neceffary ;  but  now  that  it  is  known  that 
they  are  not  produced  by  any  difeafe  of 
the  conflitution ;  that  they  originate  from 
a  ftoppage  of  the  fyphilitic  virus  in  its 
progrefs  to  the  common  courfe  of  the  cir- 
culation ;  that  by  bringing  mercury  into 
contact  with  the  virus  while  in  this  fitua- 

tioi» 
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lion  we  can  render  it  totally  inert ;  and 
that  fores  the  confequence  of  the  fuppiir 
ration  of  buboes  are  difficult  of  cure,  w  c 
do  not  hefitate  to  fay  that  it  is  the  beft 
practice  to  prevent  the  formation  of  mat- 
ter, and  by  a  proper  application  of  mer- 
cury, combined  with  other  means,  to  pro- 
cure a  difciviiion  of  every  tumour  of  this 
kind. 

But  although  the  advantages  of  this 
practice  are  obvious  to  all  who  have 
given  it  a  proper  trial,|ftill  there  are  many 
who  have  not  adopted  it,  as  thinking  that 
they  leffen  the  hazard  of  the  patient  by 
inducing  fuppuration  in  the  fubftance  of 
the  gland,  and  afterwards  difcharging  the 
matter  the  confequence  of  the  inflamma- 
tion induced  by  the  obftruclion. 

We  mufh  indeed  acknowledge  that  this 
reafoning  would  have  every  appearance  o^ 
being  well  founded,  and  that  the  practice 
of  curing  buboes  by  difcuflion  ought  cer- 
tainly to  be  exploded,  was  it  to  be  ac- 
complilhed  by  forcing  the  matter  of  in- 
fection into  the  fyftem,  but  as  we  have 
it;  in  our  power  by  a  proper  ufe  of  mer- 
cury 
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cury  entirely  to  deftroy  the  nature  of  the 
matter  lodged  in  the  obftructed  gland, 
and  as  we  know  from  daily  obfervation, 
that  when  accomplilhed  in  this  manner 
the  difcumon  of  buboes  can  never  be  pro- 
ductive of  danger,  it  ought  in  all  cafes  to 
be  advifed. 

The  difcumon  of  thefe  tumours  might 
often  be  in  our  power  by  other  means 
than  the  direct  application  of  mercury  to 
the  matter  of  infection ;  but  we  act  with 
more  certainty  of  doing  no  harm  to  the 
conftitution  by  firft  deftroying  the  active 
property  of  the  matter  in  the  obftructed 
gland,  and  trulling  afterwards  to  a  proper 
courfe  of  mercury  for  obviating  the  ef- 
fects of  any  part  of  the  virus  that  may 
have  palTed  into  the  fyftem. 

On  the  firft  appearance  of  a  bubo  meiv 
cury  fhould  therefore  be  applied  fo  as 
that  it  may  with  mofl  certainty  pafs  into 
the  obftructed  gland.  Hence  it  mould  be 
chiefly  applied  to  thofe  parts  lying  between 
the  bubo  and  the  fpot  at  which  the  matter 
of  infection  was  abforbed  ;  but  in  the  or- 
dinary 
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dinary  feat  of  buboes  die  fpace  lying  be^ 
tween  thefe  points  is  not  fumcient  for  the 
quantity  of  mercurial  ointment  that  mull 
be  employed,  Where  buboes  form  in  the 
arm-pit,  or  in  the  fore  part  of  the  thigh 
from  venereal  fores  in  the  hand  or  feet, 
this  may  at  all  times  be  done  ;  but  when 
feated  in  the  groin,  befides  rubbing  the 
ointment  upon  the  parts  lying  between 
the  chancres  and  the  fwellings,  we  alfo 
apply  it  along  the  infide  of  the  thigh  and 
leg.  When  the  practice  of  difcumng  bu- 
boes with  mercury  was  firft  introduced 
the  ointment  was  chiefly  rubbed  upon  the 
tumour,  and  in  many  inftances  a  mercu- 
rial plafter  was  kept  conftantly  applied  to 
it ;  we  find,  however,  that  the  mercury 
palfes  with  much  more  certainty  into  the 
gland  by  applying  it  to  thofe  parts  from 
whence  the  lymphatic  vefTels  forming  the 
gland  take  their  origin. 

But  although  a  mercurial  plafter  ap- 
plied upon  the  gland  feems  to  do  harm, 
by  the  heat  and  irritation  which  it  ex- 
pites,  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  fmall  portion 

of 
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of  the  ointment  which  we  employ  mould 
be  rubbed  upon  it.  Although  none  of  it 
mould  by  this  route  pafs  directly  into  the 
fubflance  of  the  gland,  ftill  it  will  go 
into  the  fyflem,  and  the  difcumon  of  the 
tumour  is  in  many  inftances  evidently 
promoted  by  gentle  friction  applied  to  it. 

In  our  application  of  mercury  for  the 
purpofe  of  making  it  pafs  through  a  parti- 
cular gland  it  is  evident  that  a  know- 
ledge of  the  courfe  of  the  lymphatic  veffels 
is  a  matter  of  importance  ;  but  we  cannot 
always  apply  it,  as  we  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  to  thofe  parts  from  which  the 
greatefl  number  of  lymphatics  of  the 
contiguous  glands  originate.  Thus  in 
women,  where  the  bubo  is  fometimes  feat- 
ed  within  an  inch  or  fo  of  the  feat  of  in- 
fection, which  is  the  cafe  where  the  glands 
upon  the  round  ligaments  become  ob- 
ftructed,  as  the  lymphatics  forming  thefe 
glands  arife  perhaps  chiefly  from  the  ten- 
der fkin  of  the  labia  pudendi,  we  can- 
not with  propriety  apply  the  ointment  to 
thefe  parts  ;  nor  can  we  in  moft  inftances 
in  the  treatment  of  buboes  in  men  take 

the 
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the  advantages  of  tliofe  lymphatics  which 
originate  in  the  glans  penis  in  the  inter- 
nal furface  of  the  prepuce  or  fcrotum  ;  at 
leafl  wherever  I  have  attempted  to  do  fo, 
however  gently  the  friction  was  applied, 
fo  much  irritation  was  induced  by  it  that 
there  was  an  evident  neceflity  for  defin- 
ing. In  the  fcrotum  it  is  very  apt  to  ex- 
cite a  fretful  itchy  eruption,  and  a  confi- 
derable  degree  of  uneafinefs.  In  all  thefe 
fituations,  therefore,  we  muft  apply  the 
ointment  to  the  more  firm  fkin  of  the  con- 
tiguous parts. 

"When  the  full  quantity  of  mercury  to 
be  employed  can  be  rubbed  upon  the  leg 
and  thigh  of  that  fide  in  which  a  bubo  is 
leated  it  ought  certainly  to  be  done,  but 
the  cure  of  the  difeafe  often  requires  a 
greater  quantity  of  the  ointment  than  can 
be  ufed  in  this  manner.  In  fuch  cafes  we 
commonly  apply  it  to  the  other  thigh,  but 
it  may  with  equal  fafety  and  advantage  be 
rubbed  upon  the  arms  or  any  part  of  the 
body. 

From 
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From  what  has  been  faid,  it  will  appear 
that  we  depend  chiefly  upon  a  proper  ap- 
plication of  mercury  for  the  difcumon  of 
buboes ;  but  we  ought  by  no  means  to 
truft  entirely  to  this.  When  the  patient 
is  plethoric  he  mould  immediately  lofe 
blood,  in  quantity  proportioned  to  his 
ftrength,  and  his  bowels  mould  be  open- 
ed by  a  brifk  purgative.  It  proves  fome- 
times  ferviceable  to  repeat  the  purgative 
once  and  again  :  Cold  faturnine  poultices 
mould  be  applied  to  the  tumour:  The  pa- 
tient mould  be  kept  at  perfect  reft :  His 
diet  ihould  be  moderate ;  and  wrhere 
much  irritation  prevails  opiates  mould  be 
given  in  fuch  dofes  as  are  fufficient  for  re- 
moving it.  I  think  it  right  indeed  to 
obferve,  that  in  the  treatment  of  buboes 
much  advantage  may  be  derived  from  the 
ufe  of  opiates,  and  that  mercury  will  of- 
ten fail  if  we  do  not  at  the  fame  time 
leffen  or  remove  the  irritation  and  pain, 
for  which  nothing  anfwers  with  fuch  cer- 
tainty as  the  internal  ufe  of  opiates,  com- 
bined with  a  frequent  renewal  of  cold  fa- 
..    .  turnin© 
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turnine  applications.  In  fome  inftances  I 
have  made  trial  of  local  blood-letting  by 
means  of  leeches  for  the  difcuflion  of  ve- 
nereal buboes,  and  in  fome  cafes  with  ad- 
vantage. In  others,  however,  it  has  not 
proved  fo  ferviceable  as  this  remedy  com- 
monly does  in  fwellings  of  thefe  parts  that 
proceed  entirely  from  inflammation.  On 
the  contrary,  the  irritation  excited,  by  the 
bites  of  thefe  animals  has  in  fome  appeared 
to  do  harm. 

By  a  proper  application  of  the  remedies 
that  have  been  enumerated  we  endeavour 
to  carry  off  any  inflammation  that  may 
have  taken  place  in  the  tumour,  while  by 
a  due  continuation  of  mercury  we  fe- 
cure  the  fafety  of  the  conftitution.  The 
length  of  time  to  which  a  courfe  of  mer- 
cury fhould  extend  for  this  purpofe  can 
only  be  afcertained  by  the  effects  which 
refult  from  it.  It  ought  always,  however, 
to  be  continued  till  the  fwelled  gland  is 
nearly  reduced  to  its  natural  fize ;  and 
when  chancres  take  place  along  with  it  the 
mercury  cannot  with  fafety  be  laid  afide 
till  the  fores  have  been  cicatrifed  for  two 

or 
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or  three  weeks.  But  in  attending  to  the 
difcuffion  of  the  tumour  we  have  no  rea- 
fon  in  any  cafe  to  expect  that  it  will  be 
reduced  altogether  to  its  ufual  fize;  for 
lymphatic  glands  when  fwelled  from  this 
caafe  commonly  remain  for  a  great  length 
•of  time,  and  in  fome  inftances  during  the 
life  of  the  patient,  fomewhat  more  full 
and  prominent  than  they  were  before.  All 
we  have  to  expect  therefore  is,  that  they 
mould  fall  nearly  to  their  natural  fize,  and 
be  entirely  free  of  pain.  This  being  ac- 
complifhed,  if  no  chancres  or  other  fymp- 
toms  of  the  difeafe  cxift,  and  if  the  full 
effect  of  the  mercury  has  been  kept  up,  it 
may  with  fafety  be  left  off  at  the  end  of  a 
fortnight. 

In  buboes  altogether  venereal  we  com- 
monly fucceed  in  removing  them  by  dif- 
cuffion,  where  the  patient  applies  in 
due  time  and  gives  that  attention  which 
he  ought  to  do  to  the  application  of  the 
remedies  ;  but  in  various  inftances  we  fail, 
;md  notwithstanding  all  our  endeavours, 
the  tumour  proceeds  to  fuppuration.  This 

may 
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may  take  place  from  various  caufes,  but 
it  happens  chiefly  from  patients  delaying 
too  long  to  a£k  for  affiftance ;  from  their 
improper  manner  of  living,  and  being 
allowed  to  walk  about  when  they  ought 
to  be  confined ;  from  their  not  applying 
tlie  mercury  with  that  care  and  attention 
which  it  requires  ;  and  in  many  inftances 
from  the  patient  being  of  a  fcrophulous 
eonftitution  ;  by  which,  although  the  fy- 
philitic  virus  may  be  removed  or  deftroyj. 
ed  by  the  mercury,  itiH  it  is  not  fuffi- 
cient  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  off 
that  tendency  to  the  formation  of  matter 
in  the  gland  which  the  virus  has  pro- 
duced. 

As  foon  as  a  bubo  {hews  any  tendency 
to  fuppurate*  it  is  the  practice  with  many 
to  endeavour  to  promote  the  formation  of 
matter  as  fpeedily  as  pomble  ;  but  I  have 
not  found  that  there  is  any  good  reafon 
for  this.  By  ftill  proceeding  with  an  atten- 
tive application  of  mercury,  and  with  the 
life  of  cold  applications*  we  frequently  fuc- 
ceed  in  the  difcumon  of  thefe  tumours  a£» 
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ter  they  have  arrived  at  a  confiderablc 
bulk,  and  in  fome  inftances  even  after 
fome  partial  fuppuration  has  taken  place. 
Neither  does  any  harm  occur  from  the 
practice  when  it  does  not  fucceed ;  for  al- 
though complete  fuppuration  mould  af- 
terwards take  place,  we  do  not  perceive 
that  the  procefs  is  retarded  by  the  mer- 
cury having  been  continued,  while  the 
fores  which  enfue  heal  more  kindly  than 
they  ufually  do  where  the  mercury  has 
been  previoufly  laid  afide.  By  fome  we 
are  told,  that  the  ufe  of  mercury,  during 
the  formation  of  matter  in  buboes,  ought 
never  to  be  advifed ;  but  although  I  have 
paid  much  attention  to  the  fubject  I  have 
never  perceived  that  in  any  inftance  it  has 
done  harm,  while,  befides  other  advan- 
tages, it  faves  a  good  deal  of  time  which' 
otherwife  would  be  loft.  Even  where  the 
formation  of  matter  has  taken  place  to  a 
conliderable  extent,  and  where  it  is  there- 
fore proper  to- promote  the  complete  fup- 
puration' of  the  tumour  by  the  frequent 
renewal  of  warm  emollient  poultices  and 
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fomentations,  Hill  there  is  no  necefhty  for 
defifting  from  the  ufe  of  mercury,  which 
ought  to  be  continued  without  interrup- 
tion till  a  furhcient  quantity  is  employed 
for  the  fafety  of  the  conllitution.  It  does 
not  prevent  the  fuppuration  from  going 
forward ;  and  the  fores  which  enfue  from 
the  diicharge  of  the  matter  heal  more 
readly,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  when 
no  interruption  has  been  given  to  the  ex- 
hibition of  mercuryi 

When  buboes  have  come  to  a  {late  of 
fuppuration  it  is  a  queftion  with  fome 
whether  they  fhould  be  opened  or  not,  for 
many  have  obferved  that  they  frequently . 
heal  eafily  when  they  are  allowed  to  burft, 
by  which  the  pain  and  terror  of  the  ope- 
ration is  avoided.  The  remit  of  my  ob- 
fervation .  has  been,  that  when  buboes 
do  not  arrive  at  any  great  fize  we  fhould 
proceed  with  the  ufe  of  mercury  till  they 
burft  of  themfelves,  unlefs  where  the  te- 
guments are  unufually  thick  ;  but  when 
the  fubftance  of  the  gland  is  entirely  fup- 
purated,  as  the  matter,  if  thickly  covered, 
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would  be  a  long  while  in  getting  out,  and 
as  it  might  in  the  mean  time  infmuate 
among  the  furrounding  parts,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  inconveniences  which  this 
would  induce,  we  ought  certainly  to  make 
an  opening  into  it ;  and  in  all  cafes  of  large 
buboes  we  mould  not  hefitate  in  adviling 
them  to  be  opened. 

Our  object  in  opening  buboes  lhould 
be  nearly  the  fame  as  in  other  purulent 
collections.  Such  an  opening  mould  be 
made  as  will  afford  a  free  vent  to  the 
matter,  but  there  is  no  neceflity  for  mak- 
ing it  larger.  In  very  large  buboes,  in- 
deed, the  teguments  are  apt  to  be  fo  loofe 
and  flabby,  and  the  texture  of  the  fkin  fo 
much  deftroyed,  that  the  cure  would  be 
rendered  tedious  was  the  fkin  allowed  to 
remain.  In  fuch  cafes  I  fometimes  dif- 
charge  the  matter  with  cauftic,  applied  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  deftroy  any  part  of 
the  teguments  that  appear  to  be  fuper- 
abundant.  This,  however,  is  not  often  ne- 
ceffary  ;  and  for  the  moft  part  I  have  found 
that  an  opening  made  from  the  centre  of 
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the  tumour,  where  the  matter  commonly 
points  down  to  the  mod  depending  part  of 
it,  is  perfectly  fufficient.    Even  a  fmaller 
opening  than  thj^  would  often  anfwer; 
but  it  is  better  to  make  it  of  a  fufficient 
fize  at  once  than  to  be  obliged  to  repeat  a 
very  painful  operation  perhaps  once  and 
again,  as  is  often  necefTary  where  buboes 
of  a  large  fize  are  opened  with  fmall  inci- 
fions.     I  need  fcarcely  obferve  that  the 
opening  fhould  in  every  inftance  be  con- 
tinued dowrn  to  the  moll  depending  point 
of  the  collection.    From  want  of  fufEcient 
attention  to  this  we  meet  with  daily  in- 
fiances  of  the  matter  being  allowed  to 
collect,  and  in  this  manner  to  find  accefs 
to  the  contiguous  parts,  by  which  a  great 
deal  of  diitrefs  is  induced,  which,  with  due 
care  at  fir  ft,  might  eafily  have  been  pre- 
vented. 

This  I  may  obferve  is  a  point  of  the 
firft  importance  in  the  treatment  of  bu- 
boes, but  it  does  not  often  meet  with  that 
attention  which  it  merits.  Patients  under 
mercury  being  for  the  mofl  part  highly 
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irritable,  they  feldom  fubmit  eafily  to 
have  buboes  properly  opened ;  fo  that  al- 
though the  lancet  may  be  entered  at  the 
moll  prominent  part  of  ftie  tumour,  which 
it  ought  always  to  be,  the  practitioner,  if 
not  firm  and  refolute,  is  often  prevented 
from  carrying  it  to  the  mpft  depending 
part  of  it,  by  which  fome  fpace  is  left  for 
the  lodgement  of  matter ;  and  however 
fmall  this  at  firft  may  be,  it  feldom  fails 
of  becoming  more  extenfive.  This  again 
gives  rife  to  a  great  extent  of  ulcer,  or  to 
the  formation  of  finufes,  which  very  con- 
Itantly  prove  the  fource  of  much  pain  to 
the  patient,  and  of  diflrefs  and  embarrafs- 
ment  to  the  furgeon. 

When  finufes  in  this  fituation  are  m- 
perficial,  and  run  little  deeper  than  the 
Ikin,  they  are  eafily  managed.  No  rifle 
is  incurred  in  laying  them  open,  by  which, 
:;f  the  conftitution  is  healthy,  a  cure  will 
be  obtained  on  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
mercury  being  given;  but  they  fomctimes 
run  deep,  and  pafs  fo  near  to  the  large 
blood-vefTels  of  thefe  parts,  that  no  at- 
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tempt  of  this  kind  can  with  fafety  be  made* 
In  fuch  circuniftances  all  that  art  can  in  ge- 
neral do  is  to  preferve  the  external  opening 
of  the  finufes  fufficiently  large,  and  by  re- 
gular and  equal  preffure  at  the  different 
dreflings,  to  prevent  as  much  as  pomble 
the  matter  from  lodging.  In  fome.  in- 
ftances  I  have  derived  advantage  from 
inferring,  from  time  to  time,  a  piece  of 
%mftic  to  the  bottom  of  a  deep  finus,  and 
applying  it  gently  over  the  whole  internal 
furface  of  the  fore.  In  others,  the  inser- 
tion of  a  fmall  portion  of  ointment  im- 
pregnated with  red  precipitate  has  proved 
ufeful.  By  removing  the  Houghs  with 
which  the  furface  of  thefe  finufes  are  com- 
monly covered,  they  thus  excite  a  difpo- 
fition  over  the  whole  to  granulate  and 
unite. 

When  buboes  come  forward  to  full 
maturation  without  much  injury  being 
done  to  the  fkin,  1  have,  in  different  in- 
ftances,  difcharged  the  matter  by  the  in- 
troduction of  a  fmall  cord  or  feton,  and 
the  practice  has  fucceeded.  This  requires, 
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jhowever,  the  teguments  to  be  firmer  than 
they  commonly  are  when  a  bubo  is  ready 
to  be  opened 

it  is  univerfally  admitted  that  it  is  of 
much  importance  to  prevent  the  air  from 
It  ding  accefs  to  fores  ;  and  as  we  fome- 
times  obferve  buboes  ooze  out  the  matter 
which  they  contain  by  a  number  of  fmall 
ppenings,  an4  as  thefe  openings  common- 
ly heal  eafily,  I  Conclude  that  they  do  fo 
from  their  being  fo  fmall  as  to  exclude 
the  air  entirely.  In  different  inftances  I 
have  attempted  to  imitate  nature,  by  mak- 
ing a  number  of  fmall  punctures  with  the 
point  of  a  lancet  over  the  whole  extent  of 
the  bubo,  and  for  the  molt  part  with 
fuccefs.  The  matter  in  this  manner  comes 
flowly  off ;  the  fides  of  the  abfeefs  con- 
tract gradually ;  and  when  completely 
emptied,  we  find  the  whole  parts  that  have 
been  affected  fufficiently  firm  without  any 
fores  or  finufes  remaining. 

When  the  patient  has  taken  a  fiifncient 
quantity  of  mercury,  if  the  conftitution  in 
other  refpects  is  found,  the  fore  in  mofl; 

in- 
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inftances  heals  eafily,  merely  by  dreffmg 
with  common  cerate,  and  by  that  atten- 
tion to  cleanlinefs  which  in  the  treatment 
of  fores  of  every  defcription  is  neceflary. 
It  often  happens,  however/  that  the  cure 
of  thefe  fores  proves  tedious,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  attention  that  we  can  give  to 
them.  Their  edges  become  hard,  livid, 
and  often  retorted ;  the  matter  thin, 
fliarp,  and  foetid  ;  and  inftead  of  healing, 
the  ulceration  gradually  extends,  or,  if  it 
heals  in  fome  parts  it  breaks  out  in  others, 
giving  a  honey-comb  appearance  to  all 
the  contiguous  parts.  In  fome  inftances 
the  tendency  to  this  depafcent  kind  of 
fore  is  fo  great  that  it  foon  fpreads  over 
all  the  under  part  of  the  abdomen,  and 
upper  parts  of  the  thigh ;  in  fome  cafes 
by  the  matter  being  fo  acrid  as  to  corrode 
and  deftroy  all  the  contiguous  parts 
with  which  it  comes  in  contact,  and  in 
others  by  fpreading  beneath  the  fkin,  and 
burfting  out  from  time  to  time  in  a  va- 
riety of  fmall  iilcers. 

The 
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The  fituation  of  patients  with  fores  of 
this  defcription  is  often  very  deplorable. 
The  pain  with  which  they  are  attended  is 
commonly  fevere  ;  the  acrid  matter  which 
they  aftord  being  abforbed,  hectic  fever  is 
thereby  induced  ;  the  patient  becomes  hot 
and  reliefs  through  the  night ;  and  almoft 
a  total  want  of  appetite  renders  them  foon 
much  emaciated. 

In  fuch  circumftances  cicuta  has  fome- 
times  proved  ufeful ;  and  in  different  in- 
ilances  the  fores  have  been  healed  by  it 
when  no  advantage  was  derived  from  any 
kind  of  ointment.  In  thefe  cafes  it  was 
applied  in  the  form  of  poultices,  common- 
ly by  mixing  the  juice  of  the  frefh  herb 
with  emollient  cataplafms.  I  have  alfo 
obferved  that  the  recent  expreffed  juice 
lias,  for  internal  ufe,  proved  more  effectual 
than  any  other  form  of  it.  I  have  em- 
ployed hyocyamus  and  belladona  fully, 
but  feldom  with  any  material  advantage. 
Neither  have  I  in  thefe  cafes  obferved  any  * 
obvious  benefit  from  farfaparilla ;  but  in 
different  inftances   mezereon,  guiacum, 

and 
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and,  farfaparilla  combined  have  proved 
ufeful,  when  exhibited  in  the  manner  I 
have  already  mentioned. 

The  molt  effectual  courfe,  however, 
which  I  have  employed,  is  the  application 
of  cauflic  round  all  the  edges  and  harden- 
ed parts  of  the  fores,  conjoined  with  the 
internal  nfe  of  opium.  For  a  considerable 
time  I  traded  entirely  to  dreflings  of  the 
emollient  kind,  being  afraid  of  irritating 
parts  already  highly  fenfible.  In  fome 
cafes  a  faturnine  ointment  has  proved 
fuccefsful,  and  in  others  the  common  ca- 
lamine cerate  has  anfwered ;  but  in  rnofl 
inflances,on  thofe  days  in  which  cauftic  is 
not  applied  I  have  found  more  advantage 
from  dreffing  with  ointments  prepared 
with  a  coniiderable  proportion  of  calomel, 
red  precipitate,  or  verdigris  %  In  fome 
cafes  it  is  neceffary  to  fprinkle  thefe  arti- 
cles over  the  fores  in  the  form  of  powder, 
but  for  the  raoft  part  they  are  fufficiently 
powerful  when  mixed  with  ointments, 

*  Vide  Appendix,  Nos.  26,  27,  28.. 
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Inftead  of  exciting  pain,  as  thofe  not  ac- 
cuftomed  to  ufe  them  are  apt  to  fufpedl, 
they  commonly  remove  it ;  and  they  fel- 
dom  fail  to  alter  the  difcharge  from  a  thin 
acrid  fanies,  to  a  well  digefted  pus. 

The  application  of  lunar  cauftic  indeed 
always  excites  pain  at  firft,  but  this  foon 
fubfides,  efpecially  when  the  internal  ex- 
hibition of  opium  is  advifed  along  with  it. 
Indeed  opium  of  itfelf  proves  often  ufeful 
in  fores  of  this  defcription,  not  by  acting, 
as  fome  have  imagined,  as  an  antifyphi- 
litic  remedy,  but  by  removing,  as  I  have 
already  had  occaflon  to  obferve,  that  pain 
and  irritation  with  which  fores  difcharg- 
ing  acrid  matter  are  ufually  accompanied. 
By  removing  this  ftate  of  irritability  it 
deftroys  the  difpofition  in  the  veiTels  of  the 
fore  to  form  that  kind  of  matter,  which, 
by  its  own  acrimony,  ferves  to  perpetuate 
the  ulceration ;  and  this  being  accompliih- 
ed,  when  no  other  interruption  takes  place, 
nature  alone  feldom  fails  to  complete  the 
cure. 

In 
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In  fome  inftances  I  have  known  fores 
in  this  fituation  which  refilled  every  other 
remedy  foon  healed  by  being  fumigated 
from  time  to  time  with  cinnabar  :  In 
others  warm  falt-water  bathing,  and  after- 
wards the  ordinary  form  of  fea  bathing  has 
proved  ufefal ;  while  in  fome  a  cure  has 
not  been  obtained  but  with  an  entire 
change  of  regimen.  Where  the  patient 
has  previoufly  lived  upon  milk  and  veget- 
ables a  moderate  allowance  of  wine  and 
animal  food  has  proved  ferviceable,  while 
thofe  who  have  previoufly  been  accuflom- 
ed  to  full  living  have  derived  much  ad- 
vantage from  a  diet  confining  altogether 
of  vegetables  and  milk.  In  all  fuch  cafes 
country  air  proves  particularly  ufeful. 

Where  mercurial  fumigations  are  em- 
ployed for  the  cure  of  thefe  fores  they 
fhould  be  conveyed  to  the  parts  affected 
by  metallic  tubes,  and  kept  applied  to 
them  for  the  fpace  of  twenty-five  minutes 
or  half  an  hour  at  once,  and  this  fhould 
be  repeated  every  fecond  or  third  day  for 
fix  or  eight  times. 

For 
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For  foine  time  pall  I  have  been  making 
trial  of  the  muriated  barytes,  a  remedy 
lately  brought  into  notice  by  the  ingenious 
Dr.  Crawford  of  London  j\  Thefe  trials 
have  been  chiefly  confined  to  fores  and 
tumours  produced  by  fcrophula,  but  I 
have  alfo  made  ufe  of  it  in  fome  of 
thofe  fpreading  ulcers  which  we  are  now 
confidering,  after  there  was  no  caufe  to 
doubt  of  the  fyphilitic  virus  being  eradi- 
dicated,  and  in  fome  inftances  I  think 
with  advantage.  I  have  not  as  yet,  how- 
ever, given  it  in  a  fuflicient  number  of 
cafes  to  be  able  to  fpeak  of  it  with-  pre- 
cifion. 

Befides  this  (late  of  bubo  there  is  ano- 
ther which  in  fome  inftances  proves  very 
diftrefsful,  in  which  the  tumour,  after 
arriving  at  a  confiderable  .  bulk,  remains 
nearly  ftationary,  and  lhcws  no  tendency 
either  to  fuppurate  or  diilblve,  notwith- 
standing of  all  the  remedies  we  may  em- 
ploy. 

•J-  Vide  Appendix,  No.  32. 
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For  the  nioft  part  this  indolent  flate  of 
bubo  depends  upon  the  patient  being  of  a 
fcrophulous  conftitution ;  but  whatever 
may  be  the  caufe,  our  firft  object  mould 
be  to  employ  that  quantity  of  mercury 
which  may  appear  to  be  neceiTary  for  ren- 
dering the  fyilem  fafe. 

Unction  affords  here  likewife  the  befh 
form  of  tifing  mercury  ;  by  making  it  pais 
through  the  difeafed  parts  difcufnon  cf 
the  tumour  is  more  readily  accomplilhed 
than  when  the  medicine  is  given  by  the 
mouth.  Even  this,  however,  will  in  fome 
infliances  be  continued  without  any  ad- 
vantage for  a  great  length  of  time.  In 
fuch  circumftances  I  have  in  various  cafes 
advifed  blifters  to  be  repeatedly  applied 
over  the  tumours.  They  never  do  harm, 
and  in  fome  cafes  they  have  proved  evi- 
dently ufeful.  In  others  electricity  has 
proved  ferviceable,  but  it  is  neceflary 
to  continue  it  for  feveral  weeks  in,  order 
to  j  udge  of  its  influence  ;  and  it  ought  to 
be  continued  longer  at  each  time  of  ap- 
plying it  than  is  ufually  done.-    In  four 

cafes 


368  Of  the  Cure  Ch.  IV* 

cafes  of  indolent  tumours  where  electricity 
'  proved  fuccefsful,  and  two  of  thefe  were 
of  the  kind  we  are  now  confidering,  no 
advantage  was  derived  from  the  common 
way  of  ufmg  it.  In  all  of  thefe  it  was  ap- 
plied for  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour  at  once; 
this  was  repeated  three  times  a-day,  and 
at  each  application  fparks  were  not  only 
taken  from  the  furface  of  the  tumours, 
but  gentle  mocks  were  paffed  through 
them.    For  the  firfl  two  or  three  weeks 
fcarcely  any  alteration  was  perceived  in 
any  of  them,  but  they  all  decreafed  fud- 
denly  at  laft.    One  of  them  of  confider- 
able  fize,  which  had  been  of  eight  months 
duration,  and  in  fome  parts  of  which  mat- 
ter feemed  to  have  formed,  was  reduced  to 
the  fourth  part  of  its  bulk  in  the  courfe 
of  a  few  days  from  the  period  at  which 
it  began  to  diminifh.    In  this  ftate  of  thefe 
tumours  a  long  continued  ufe  of  cicuta 
proves  fometimes  ferviceable  ;  and  1  have 
feen  evident  advantages  from  fea-bathing, 
and  from  drinking  as  much  fait  water 

daily 
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daily  as  the  patient  can  bear  without  bet- 
ing much  purged. 

Before  entering  upon  the  ufe  of  cold 
bathing  I  have  in  fome  cafes  advifed 
warm  fait  water  to  be  poured  upon  the 
•fwelling  morning  and  evening,  for  the 
fpace  of  two  or  three  weeks,  and  for  the 
moft  part  it  has  appeared  to  prove  ufe- 
ful.  '': 

In  the  courfe  of  time  buboes  in  this 

ilate  fometimes  become  foft,  and  mow  a 
tendency  to  fuppurate,  although  they  may 
not  have  done  fo  before.  It  is  here  that 
I  have  obferved  the  warm  gum  plafters 
prove  moft  ufeful.  By  llimulating  the 
vefTels  of  the  difeafed  parts  they  feem  to 
excite  that  kind  of  efflmon  which  readi- 
ly proceeds  to  a  ftate  of  purulency. 

But  the  moft  alarming  circumftance  to 
patients  with  tumours  in  this  indolent 
ftate,  is,  a  fufpicion  which  they  are  apt  to 
entertain  that  they  may  fome  time  or 
other  end  in  cancer.  This  is,  however, 
fo  rare  an  occurrence,  that  it  mould  fcarce- 
ly  give  any  caufe  of  alarm.    The  phaga- 
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denic  fores  which  occafionally  fucceed  to 
buboes,  and  of  which  we  have  already 
taken  notice,  fometimes  put  on  a  cancer- 
ous appearance,  but  the  real  fchirrus 
which  terminates  in  cancer  is  rarely  if 
ever  the  confequence  of  a  venereal  bubo* 
In  different  inftances  I  have  been  con- 
fulted  for  indolent  tumours  in  thefe  parts 
on  fufpicion  of  their  being  cancerous,  but 
I  conclude  that  they  are  feldom  or  never 
of  this  nature,  from  all  of  them  having 
done  well  where  the  patients  have  been 
perfuaded  not  to  meddle  with  them.  They 
often  indeed  remain  confiderably  enlar- 
ged for  a  great  length  of  time ;  but  when 
they  do  not  ulcerate  no  danger  is  to  be 
dreaded.  Wherever  parts  in  this  fitua- 
tion,  however,  become  cancerous,  they 
ought  to  be  extirpated  while  they  remain 
in  a  moveable  ftate. 
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j  3.  Of  the  Cure  of  Venereal  Ulcers. 

In  the  two  preceding  feclions  we  hav£ 
treated  of  the  cure  of  chancres,  and  of  thofe 
ulcers  which  fucceed  to  buboes,  both  of 
which,  but  particularly  the  firft,  may  be 
confidered  as  primary  fymptoms  of  the 
difeafe,  as  they  may  take  place  without  the 
fyftem  being  in  any  degree  injured.  At 
prefent  we  have  to  confider  the  treatment 
of  thofe  ulcers  which  originate  from  the 
fyphilitic  virus  having  entered  the  confti- 
tution,  and  of  which  a  defcription  has 
been  given  in  the  fecond  fection  of  this 
chapter,  page  93. 

In  the  management  of  thefe  ulcers  our 
chief  dependence  is  upon  a  well-regulated 
courfe  of  mercury ;  and  I  believe  that  in 
general  it  is  the  bell  practice  to  truft  in 
the  firft  inftance  to  mercury  alone^  and  not 
to  haften  the  healing  of  the  fores  by  any 
other  means  than  the  application  of  mild 
draftings  and  due  attention  to  cleanlinefs* 

A  a  2  Under 
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Under  this  treatment  we  reft  affured  that 
the  cure  is  altogether  accompliihed  by  the 
deftruction  of  the  virus,  which  mufl  al- 
ways be  a  more  doubtful  queftion  where 
cauftic  remedies  have  been  employed. 

There  are  fome  exceptions,  however,  to 
this,  and  I  conlider  it  as  of  much  import- 
ance in  practice  that  they  be  kept  in  view. 
Venereal  fores  may  be  fo  fituated,  and  in 
fuch  a  ftate  that  their  farther  progrefs  may 
be  attended  with  the  lofs  of  parts  mate- 
rially neceflary  for  life,  or  for  the  future, 
comfort  of  the  patient,  as  is  the  cafe  with 
ulcers  that  have  already  penetrated  deep 
in  the  throat,  mouth,  nofe,  lips,  or  face. 
In  all  thefe  fituations,  particularly  in  the 
throat,  nofe,  and  lips,  they  ufually  pro- 
ceed with  more  rapidity  than  in  other 
parts  of  the  body,  fo  that  by  trailing  to 
the  internal  ufe  of  mercury  alone  fuch  a 
deftruction  of  parts  often  takes  place  as 
proves  afterwards  highly  diftrefsful.  On 
this  account  the  cure  ought  to  be  haften- 
ed  as  much  as  pomble  by  the  ufe  of  fuch 
dreflings  as  we  .find  from  experience  prove 
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moft  effectual,  and  no  harm  can  enfue 
from  this  being  conjoined  "with  whatever 
quantity  of  mercury  may  be  required. 

In  all  fores  truly  venereal,  wherever 
they  may  be  fituated,  the  parts  are  moft 
fpeedily  brought  to  a  healing  condition 
by  a  free  application  of  cauftic,  but  the 
practice  has  feldom,  I  believe,  been  confi- 
dered  as  applicable  to  ulcers  in  the  mouth, 
throat,  or  internal  parts  of  the  nofe.  For 
many  years  paft,  however,  I  have  been  in 
the  practice  of  ufing  cauftic  as  well  as 
other  efcharrotics  in  the  cure  of  thefe  ul- 
cers with  the  greateft  freedom.  No  danger 
has  ever  enfued  from  it ;  and  in  various 
inftances  it  has  contributed  to  fave  the 
uvula  and  other  parts  of  the  throat, 
which  otherwife  were  in  great  danger  of 
being  deftroyed.  Cauftic  fixed  in  a  tube 
fix  or  feven  inches  in  length  may  be  eaiily 
conveyed  to  any  part  of  the  mouth  or 
throat,  and  the  tuTqe  anfwers  the  purpofe 
whether  it  be  curved  or  ftraight.  Cauftic 
txcites  lefs  pain  in  thefe  parts  than  it 
ufually  does  in  other  parts  of  the  body, 
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and  it  feldom  fails  to  remove  the  irrita- 
tion which  accompanies  thefe  ulcers,  and 
in  this  manner  to  difpofe  them  to  heal* 
One  application  feldom  proves  fufficient. 
Till  the  mercury  has  completely  entered 
the  fyftem,  it  requires  to  be  repeated  once 
and  again,  perhaps  every  fecond  or  third 
day,  and  in  the  intermediate  days  I  caufe 
the  parts  to  be  touched  occasionally  either 
with  a  weak  folution  of  corrofive  fubli- 
inate  or  with  a  ftrong  impregnation  of 
honey  with  mercury,  which  in  all  fores  of 
this  defcription  is  a  very  ufeful  applica- 
tion *. 

In  the  defcription  which  I  have  given 
of  the  venereal  fore  throat,  page  60  of 
this  volume,  I  have  endeavoured  to  point 
out  marks  of  diftinction  between  it  and 
affections  of  the  throat,  the  confequences  of 
other  caufes,and  particularly  thofe  by  which 
it  may  be  diftinguifhed  from  ulcerations  of 
the  mouth  and  throat  which  mercury  ia 
apt  to  induce.  Among  other  means  of  dis- 
tinction may  be  mentioned  the  different 

*  Vide  Appendix,  No.  5. 


effede 


Sect.  V.         of  Lues  Venerea.  375 

effects  produced  upon  them  by  cauftic.  In : 
the  true  venereal  ulcer,  after  the  firft  irri- 
ration  which  it  excites  is  over,  a  good  deal 
of  relief  is  obtained  from  it,  and  the  parts 
foon  aflume  a  clean  healing  appearance ; 
whereas,  in  fores  induced  by  mercury  the 
application  of  cauftic  not  only  gives  very 
intenfe  pain  at  firft,  but  this  is  apt  to  con- 
tinue for  a  considerable  time,  while  the 
fores  retain  nearly  the  fame  appearances,, 
however  frequently  the  remedy,  may  be  - 
repeated. 

In  the  nofe  and  outer  parts  of  the  lips, 
thefe  ulcers,  befides  being  touched  with 
cauftic,  may  be  drefled  with  ointments 
impregnated  with  calomel,  red  precipitate, 
and  even  with  verdigris  ;  but  thefe  reme-  • 
dies  are  inadmimble  to  the  throat  and  in- 
fide  of  the  mouth  from  the  danger  that 
would  enfue  from  their  pafling  into  the 
llomach. 

Even  in  venereal  ulcers  of  other  parts 
of  the  body  we  are  often  obliged  at  laft  to 
employ  remedies  of  this  clafs.  For  the 
moft  part  they  become  clean  foon  after 
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mercury  is  taken  in  fufficient  quantity  for 
rendering  the  mouth  fore,  and  they  fre- 
quently heal,  merely  by  continuing  the 
courfe  of  mercury  for  a  fufficient  length 
of  time.  But  this  does  not  always  hap- 
pen ;  for  although  the  fores  may  become 
clean,  and  even  contract,  they  are  very 
apt  to  become  ftationary  at  laft,  and  do 
not  fhow  any  difpofition  to  heal,  how- 
ever long  the  mercury  may  be  continued. 
When  we  perceive  this  to  be  the  cafe,  the 
mild  dreilings  which  we  employed  at  firft 
mould  be  laid  afi.de.  The  parts  mould 
be  completely  touched  with  lunar  cauftic 
every  fecond  or  third  day,  and  at  other 
times  dreffed  with  calomel,  or  red  precipi- 
tate ointment.  In  fame  cafes  we  fucceed 
by  bathing  with  a  weak  folution  of  cor- 
rofive  fublimate,  or  verdigris ;  but  the 
ointments  for  the  moft  part  prove  more 
effectual. 

By  thus  connecting  a  regular  attention 
to  the  external  management  of  the  fores, 
with  a  due  perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of  mer- 
cury, 
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cury,  we  very  commonly  prove  fuccefsful 
at  laft  ;  but  even  this  does  not  always  an- 
fwer.  In  fome  inftances,  the  ulcers  in- 
stead of  becoming  clean  and  putting  on 
a  healing  appearance,  remain  foul  and 
equally  extenfive  as  at  firft. 

In  fuch  circumftances  we  fometimes 
fucceed  by  changing  the  preparation  of 
mercury,  and  in  others  by  making  fome 
variety  in  the  dreflings  applied  to  the 
fores.  We  mould  not,  therefore,  reft  fa- 
tisfied  with  one  mode  of  treatment,  but 
where  no  advantage  is  obtained  from  the 
fecond  or  third  variation  of  the  remedies, 
particularly  if  the  cauftic  has  been  fuffi- 
ciently  powerful,  and  the  mouth  kept  for 
a  due  length  of  time  completely  fore  with 
the  mercury,  we  may  in  that  cafe  be  af- 
fured  either  that  fome  other  difeafe  pre- 
vails in  the  fyftem  or  that  the  fores  are 
rendered  obftinate  by  an  affection  of  the 
contiguous  parts. 

Scrophula  and  fcurvy  are  the  difeafes 
of  the  conftitution  by  which  the  cure  of 
thefe  fores  is  moft  apt  to  be  obftructed. 

Vene- 
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Venereal  ulcers  will  no  doubt  heal  in 
fcrophulous  conftitutions.  Of  this  we 
have  daily  inftances  ;  but  it  is  equally  cer- 
tain that  the  contrary  often  happens,  and 
with  fuch  certainty  does  fcurvy  obftruct 
the  operation  of  mercury  that  a  cure  can 
fcarcely  be  obtained  as  we  have  already 
obferved,  of  any  of  the  more  inveterate 
fymptoms  of  fyphilis  while  the  fcorbutic 
diathefis  exifls  in  any  confiderable  degree. 
Where  either  of  thefe  difeafes  is  therefore 
found  to  be  the  caufe  of  our  failure,  thofe 
remedies  mufl  be  employed  which  prove 
mod  fuccefsful  in  removing  them ;  but 
having  already  in  different  parts  of  this 
work  had  occafion  to  fpeak  particularly 
upon  this  fubjeel:,  it  will  not  here  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  conlider  it  farther. 

The  local  affection  which  occurs  as  the 
moft  frequent  impediment  to  the  cure  of 
thefe  fores,  is  a  difeafed  urate  of  the  bones 
above  which  they  are  feated,  or  of  the 
membranes  covering  thefe  bones.  In  ei- 
ther of  thefe  cafes,  although  the  virus  of 
the  difeafe  may  be  eradicated  by  a  courfe 
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of  mercury,  flill  the  fores  will  continue 
foul,  nor  will  they  fhow  any  tendency  to 
heal,  however  long  the  mercury  may  be 
continued.  Ulcers  of  this  defcription  be- 
ing frequently  connected  with  this  difeaf- 
ed  ftate  of  the  parts  beneath  are  often  the 
caufe  of  more  mercury  being  employed 
than  would  otherwife  be  judged  neceffary., 
for  we  are  too  apt  to  fuppofe  that  all  fuch 
fores  as  were  at  firfl  produced  by  Lues  Ve- 
nerea are  to  be  cured  by  mercury  alone  j 
an  error  that  has  been  the  caufe  of  much 
mercury  being  very  unneceffarily  given. 

Whether  the  bone,  or  only  the  perios- 
teum be  at  firfl  affected,  our  practice 
muft  be  nearly  the  fame  ;  for  in  fuch  cir- 
cumflances,  where  the  periofteum  is  fo 
much  difeafed  as  to  refifl  the  effects  of 
a  full  courfe  of  mercury,  there  muft  ulti- 
mately be  a  partial  exfoliation  of  the  bone 
beneath,  before  a  permanent  cure  will 
take  place.  The  foft  unhealthy  granula- 
tions with  which  fores  in  this  ftate  are  apt 
to  be  covered  muft  be  deftroyed  with  pro- 
per efcharrotics,  and  the  exfoliation  of  the 
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bone  muft  be  promoted  by  all  fuch  means 
as  ufually  prove  molt  effectual  for  that 
purpofe,  and  for  which  books  on  furgery 
may  be  confulted.  I  may  here  fhortly  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  beil  efcharrotic  I  have  em- 
ployed for  the  deftruction  of  thefe  fun- 
gous excrefcences  which  fprout  upon  the 
furface  of  difeafed  bones  is  a  combination 
of  red  precipitate  and  calcined  allum, 
which  proves  much  more  powerful  than 
either  of  thefe  articles  when  ufed  feparate- 
ly,  and  more  effectual  even  than  cauf- 
tic  in  the  ufual  way  of  applying  it  *2 

On  the  difeafed  parts  of  the  bone  being 
removed  a  cure  will  foon  take  place  if  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  mercury  has  been 
given ;  otherwife  the  fore  will  affume  the 
ufual  appearances  of  a  venereal  ulcer,  and 
will  not  heal  till  another  courfe  of  mer- 
cury is  advifed. 

With  refpect  to  the  quantity  of  mercury 
to  be  given  for  the  cure  of  venereal  ulcers, 

*  A  prefcription  is  given  for  this  article  No.  44.  Ap- 
pendix to  Vol.  I. 
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this  muft  at  all  times  be  regulated  by  the 
effects  which  refultfrom  it,  and  thefe  again 
will  in  a  great  meafure  depend  upon  the 
duration  of  the  difeafe.  When  the  di£- 
eafe  has  been  of  fhort  continuance,  and 
the  fores  heal  eafily  without  the  afliftance 
of  external  applications,  the  mercury,  if 
given  in  full  quantity,  need  never  be  con- 
tinued above  three  weeks  after  thev  are 
cicatrifed ;  but  we  fhould  proceed  with  it 
for  the  fpace  of  a  month  where  the  fyftem 
has  either  been  long  infected,  or  where  we 
have  judged  it  neceffary  to  heal  the  fores 
quickly  by  the  application  of  cauftic  or 
efcharrotics.  Thus,  in  an  ulcer  in  the 
throat,  which  we  might  fuppofe  would 
require  the  patient  to  be  under  mercury 
for  the  fpace  of  a  fortnight,  merely  in  order 
to  cicatrife  it,  and  for  another  fortnight, 
that  is,  for  the  fpace  of  a  month  in  all,  in 
order  to  render  his  conflitution  fafe,  if 
by  the  application  of  cauftic  the  ulcer  mail 
be  cicatrifed  in  a  week,  the  mercury  ftionld 
be  perfifted  in  for  a  month  thereafter,  or 
for  five  weeks  in  all. 

By 
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By  fome  it  has  been  doubted  whether 
it  is  neceffary  to  pcrfevere  in  the  ufe  of 
mercury  after  the  fymptoms  for  which  it 
is  given  are  removed ;  but  thefe  doubts 
have  only  been  fuggefted  by  thofe,  who, 
from  want  of  fufficient  experience  are  not 
capable  of  judging,  or  by  others  who  in 
the  fupport  of  a  theory  which  they  have 
adopted,  allow  their  judgments  to  be  fo 
far  perverted  that  they  lofe  light  of  every 
fact  and  argument  that  militates  againft  it. 
There  is  nothing  more  certain  than  that 
venereal  ulcers,  as  well  as  every  other 
fymptom  of  the  difeafe,  may  be  compleat- 
ly  removed  by  mercury,  and  yet  that  the 
difeafe  will  return  in  the  fame  or  fome 
other  form,  if  we  do  not  pernft  in  the  ufe 
of  mercury  for  fome  time  thereafter ;  that 
is,  the  difeafe  itfelf  may  be  cured  while 
the  difpofition  remains.    All  the  fymp- 
toms may  be  carried  off  entirely,  and  yet 
the  virus  fubnft  in  fuch  force  that  they 
will  at  fome  future  period  break  out  again* 
The  length  of  time  to  which  the  ufe  of 
mercury  mould  be  protracted  for  removing 
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this  difpofition  it  is  not  always  eafy  to  af- 
certain.  In  this  and  fome  of  the  preceding 
fections  I  have  mentioned  the  refult  of 
my  own  experience  upon  this  point,  but 
this  can  only  be  done  in  general  terms, 
and  the  quantity  of  mercury  to  be  given 
in  any  particular  cafe  muft  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  be  regulated  by  the  judgment  of  the 
practitioner  in  attendance. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  a  mercurial  courfe 
employed  for  the  cure  of  venereal  ulcers 
of  long  duration,  decoctions  of  farfaparilla, 
mezereon,  and  guaicum  are  fometimes  giv- 
en with  advantage.  The  latter  I  have  al- 
ready mentioned  as  the  moft  effectual  of 
thefe,  but  in  fome  innances  a  combination 
of  the  whole  has  appeared  to  prove  more 
powerful  than  any  one  of  them  ufed  fepa- 
rately.  Many  alledge  that  no  advantage 
is  derived  from  any  of  thefe  ;  but  although 
I  was  once  of  this  opinion  I  am  now  per- 
fectly convinced  that  ulcers  of  this  de- 
fcription  frequently  heal  more  eaflly  when 
a  mercurial  courfe  is  conjoined  with  a  de- 
coction fuch  as  I  have  mentioned,  than 

when 
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when  the  mercury  is  given  entirely  by 
itfelf. 

In  thefe  ulcers,  when  much  irritation 
prevails,  opium  proves  particularly  ufeful. 
I  have  in  various  inftances,  indeed,  found 
that  all  other  remedies  are  of  no  avail  till 
this  irritability  of  the  parts  is  removed.  In 
fome  cafes  this  may  be  done  with  hyocy- 
amus.  Three  or  four  grains  of  the  extract 
given  at  bed  time  very  commonly  acts  as  an 
anodyne,  and  I  conclude  that  cicuta,  when 
it  proves  ufeful  here,  acts  alfo  in  this  man- 
ner ;  but  when  the  irritation  is  confider- 
able  opium  is  the  only  remedy  upon  which 
we  can  depend.  It  ought  therefore  in  all 
cafes  to  be  given  where  the  fores  do  not 
foon  become  perfectly  eafy  on  the  mer- 
cury taking  full  effect,  and  which  they 
commonly  do  wnen  they  are  altogether 
venereal. 
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§  4.  Of  the  Cure  of  Venereal  Blotches, 

A  description  of  this  fymptom  is 
given  in  Section  II.  of  this  Chapter,  p.  84. 

Almoft  the  only  remedy  employed  for 
the  cure  of  venereal  blotches  is  mercury, 
and  when  the  courfe  is  well  conducted  it 
feldom  fails.  We  never  find  it  necellary 
to  have  recourfe  to  external  applications 
unlefs  the  eruptions  become  hot  and  un- 
eafy,  in  which  cafe  relief  is  fometimes  ob- 
tained from  dulling  the  parts  with  flower 
or  flarch  powder,  as  is  done  in  cafes  of 
eryhpelas. 

Where  the  ufual  method  of  exhibiting 
mercury  has  failed  in  the  cure  of  thefe 
eruptions  corrolive  fublimate  has  appear- 
ed to  prove  ufeful ;  but  as  the  medicine 
in  this  form  cannot  be  given  in  large  quan- 
tities, it  requires  to  be  continued  for  a 
great  length  of  time.  It  mould  be  regu- 
larly given  for  at  lead  fix  weeks  after  the 
blotches  have  difappeared  ;  and  it  feems  to 
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operate  with  moft  certainty  when  con- 
joined with  the  decoction  which  I  have 
jufh  had  occafion  to  mention.  The  Lifbon 
diet-drink  is  faid  to  have  proved  particu- 
larly ufeful  in  the  cure  of  this  fymptom  *. 
Anrimonials,  from  their  well  known  pro- 
perty of  exciting  a  determination  to  the 
(kin,  are  frequently  combined  with  mer- 
cury in  the  cure  of  venereal  blotches. 
Upon  this  principle  I  conceive  to  be  form- 
ed many  of  the  quack  remedies  generally 
employed  in  cutaneous  affections  ;  and  it 
is  for  the  cure  of  this  fymptom  of  fyphilis 
that  Plummer's  pill  has  been  moft  fre- 
quently ufed  f . 

Crude  anti  mony  is,  in  cafes  of  this  kind, 
a  favourite  medicine  with  fome  practi- 
tioners, and  when  conjoined  with  mer- 
cury I  think  I  have  obferved  it  prove  ufe- 
ful.  It  may  be  given  either  in  powder  or 
pills,  to  the  extent  of  fifteen  or  twenty 
grains  three  times  a  day ;  and  befides 

*  Vide  Appendix,  Vol.  I.  No.  4. 
f  Vide  Appendix,  Vol.  II.  No.  21. 
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being  given  along  with  the  mercury,  it 
may  be  continued  with  advantage  for  two 
or  three  weeks  after  the  mercurial  courfe  is 
over, 

§  5.  Of  the  Cure  of  Nodes,  Swellings  of  the 
Periojleiim,  &c. 

A  defcription  of  thefe  fwellings  has  al- 
ready been  given  in  Section  II.  page  108; 
and  it  is  of  importance  in  the  method  of 
cure  to  diftinguifh  them  accurately. 

In  all  the  affedtions  to  which  the  periof- 
feum  and  bones  are  liable  from  the  fyphi- 
litic  virus,  mercury  ought  to  be  given  \m.- 
mediately,  for  it  is  upon  this  remedy  that 
we  chiefly  depend.  Where  the  bones  are 
much  fwelled,  that  is,  where  tumours  truly 
ofTeous  have  arrived  at  any  great  bulk,  mer- 
cury alone  will  not  prove  fufficient ;  for 
although  it  may  deflroy  the  conftitutional 
infection,  thefe  tumours  will  remain,  but 
"when  given  immediately  upon  their  firft 
appearance,  it  win  prevent  their  farther 
increafe  ;  arid  as  they  are  always  fmall  at 
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firft,  although  they  may  never  difappear 
entirely  no  inconvenience  will  be  expe- 
rienced from  their  remaining  in  this 
ftate,  even  during  the  life  of  the  pa- 
tient. 

The  method  of  throwing  mercury  in- 
to the  fyftem  by  unction  is  the  befl  adapt- 
ed for  this  fymptom,  as  it  is  perhaps  with 
a  very  few  exceptions  for  the  cure  of 
every  fymptom  of  the  difeafe;  but  it  does 
not  appear  that  any  advantage  is  derived 
from  rubbing  the  ointment  upon  the  tu- 
mours. On  the  contrary,  by  tending  to 
irritate  and  fret  the  fkin,  it  renders  them 
more  painful,  fo  that  it  anfwers  better  to 
apply  it  to  other  parts. 

As  the  bones  feldom  become  affected 
till  the  difeafe  has  been  of  long  "duration, 
it  is  perhaps  for  this  reafon  that  more 
mercury  is  in  general  required  for  the 
cure  of  this  fymptom  than  for  any  other 
fyphilitic  affection.  I  believe,  however, 
that  we  are  often  deceived  in  this,  and 
continue  to  give  mercury  for  the  cure  of 
the  local  affection  long  after  the  virus  by 
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which  it  was  produced  is  eradicated,  and 
for  which  purpofe  alone  it  was  pre  fen  bed. 
Next  to  the  ftate  of  the.  fy Item,  which  we 
render  fate  by  a  due  continuation  of  the 
mercurial  courfe,  the  pain  excited  by  the 
tumour  is  the  fymptom  which  chiefly  rer 
quires  attention.  When  the  mercury  is 
employed  immediately  upon  the  fwelling 
taking  place  the  pain  commonly  fubiides 
foon  ;  but  if  the  tumour  has  previoully 
arrived  at  any  conhderable  bulk,  the  pain 
which  it  excites  is  apt  to  be  fevere,  while 
it  is  not  allayed  or  even  lcfTened  by  all  the 
mercury  we  can  employ.  Where  the  fkin 
has  become  inflamed  and  painful,  fome 
relief  will  be  obtained  from  faturnine 
applications  ;  but  as  the  pain  depends 
chiefly  on  the  ftretching  of  the  periof- 
teum  by  the  tumour  of  the  bone,  when- 
ever it  becomes  fevere  nothing  will  prove 
effectual  but  the  diviiion  of  this  mem- 
brane. No  practitioner  would  lay  a  bone 
bare  for  a  moderate  degree  of  pain,  what- 
ever the  caufe  of  it  might  be  ;  but  when- 
ever the  pain  produced  by  nodes  becomes 
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diftrefsful,  and  is  not  allayed  by  a  courfe 
of  mercury,  as  I  know  of  no  other  remedy 
that  will  give  relief,  1  conclude  that  we 
are  fully  juflified  in  advifing  anincifion  to 
be  made  completely  through  the  perios- 
teum, along  the  whole  courfe  of  the  tu- 
mour. 

Where  the  bone  is  not  much  increafed 
in  bulk,  and  not  otherwife  difeafed,  if  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  mercury  has  been 
given  for  the  definition  of  the  virus,  a 
cure  may  be  obtained  without  any  part  of 
it  exfoliating.  With  which  view  the 
mildeft  draftings  only  fhould  be  employed, 
while  the  fore  is  protected  as  effectually 
as  poflible  from  accefs  to  the  air.  But, 
when  the  tumour  of  the  bone  is  conlider- 
able,  and  particularly  when  caries  has 
taken  place,  as  it  would  be  vain  to  expect 
a  cure  but  with  the  exfoliation  of  the  dif- 
eafed parts  of  the  bone,  fo  allfuch  means 
fhould  be  employed  for  effecting  this  as 
are  known  to  be  mofl  powerful.  Any  of 
the  foft  parts  covering  the  difeafed  part  of 
the  bone  fhould  be  removed  with  efchar- 

rotics. 
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rotics.  Small  holes  fhould  be  drilled 
through  the  carious  part  of  the  bone,  and 
the  fore  mould  be  drelfed  with  precipi- 
tate or  verdigris  ointments,  of  fuch  a 
ftrength  as  to  act  gently  as  ftimulants  up- 
on the  contiguous  parts.  By  due  perfe- 
verance  in  this  mode  of  treatment,  and 
taking  care  at  the  fame  time  to  fupport 
the  ftrength  of  the  patient  with  a  nourifh- 
ing  diet,  the  difeafed  parts  of  the  bone 
will  at  laft  exfoliate,  when  the  healing  of 
the  fore  not  being  impeded  by  any  other 
caufe,  a  cure  will  foon  be  obtained  with 
common  treatment. 

The  next  variety  of  tumour  taken  no- 
tice of  in  the  defcription  which  I  have 
given  of  nodes,  proceeds,  as  we  have  had 
occafion  to  fee,  from  the  effufion  of  a  thin 
fluid  between  the  periofteum  and  furface 
of  the  bone.  This  alfo  is  apt  to  be  ac- 
companied with  fevere  pain;  but  as  the 
pain  is  induced  by  the  diftenfion  of  the 
periofteum,  in  confequence  of  a  fluid  be- 
ing collected  beneath,  and  as  this  fluid  is 
frequently  abforbed  on  the  mercury  tak- 
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ing  effect,  we  feldom  find  it  ncceffary  to 
lay  this  variety  of  tumour  open.  Ab- 
forption  of  the  matter  is  fometimes  pro- 
moted by  the  application  of  a  blifter  to  the 
part,  or  by  rubbing  it  occafionally  with 
ftimulants,  fuch  as  volatile  liniment  or 
tincture  of  cantharides.  But  when  the 
fwelling  has  been  of  long  duration,  as  the 
furfacc  of  the  bone  is  in  this  cafe  com- 
monly injured,  as  the  abforption  of  the 
matter  does  not  take  place  fo  readily,  and 
as  the  tumour  at  the  end  of  the  mercurial 
courfe  is  commonly  larger  than  before,  an 
incifion  the  whole  length  of  the  tumour 
fliould  be  made  through  the  periofteum, 
and  the  wound  dreffed  in  the  manner  jufl 
now  advifed.  I  think  it  right,  however, 
to  obferve,  that  tlie  opening  of  thefe  tu- 
mours is  very  feldom  neceffary;  and  that  it 
would  in  no  inft ance  perhaps  be  fo  if  mer- 
cury was  given  in  fufhcient  quantity  foon 
after  their  formation.  Even  where  the 
quantity  of  effufed  fluid  is  connderable, 
the  fwelling  for  the  mod  part  begins  to 
leffen  foon  after  the  mercury  has  fully  en- 
tered 
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tered  the  fyftem  ;  and  if  the  effect  of  the 
medicine  is  kept  up  for  a  fufficient  length 
of  time  wc  feldom  fail  in  removing  it 
entirely. 

■  In  thofe  diffufed  fwellings  upon  the 
bones  which  I  have  taken  notice  of  in  the 
defcription  as  a  fymptom  of  fyphilis,  and 
which  alio  have  improperly  been  term- 
ed nodes,  mercury,  when  properly  given, 
feldom  fails  to  effect  a  cure;  but  it  re- 
quires to  be  given  in  as  large  quantities 
as  the  patient  can  bear,  and  to  be  conti- 
nued for  a  confiderable  time,  commonly 
for  nine  or  ten  weeks.  The  pain  indeed 
foon  fubfides  upon  the  mercury  taking 
full  effect ;  but  when  the  fwelling  has 
been  of  long  continuance,  as  often  hap- 
pens before  mercury  is  given,  from  the 
difeafe  being  at  firft  apt  to  be  miftaken 
for  rheumatifm,  in  order  ' to  remove  it  the 
mercury  muft  be  employed  for  fevcral 
weeks  after  the  pain  has  ceafed.  In  the 
treatment  of  this  fymptom  blifters  prove 
particularly  ufeful,  and  they  mould  be 
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applied  along  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
fwelling. 

Where  the  ligaments,  tendons,  and  faf- 
cias  of  mufcles,  become  fwelled,  as  fome- 
times  happens  from  the  matter  of  vene- 
real ulcers  fpreading  to  thofe  parts  from 
the  fkin  and  cellular  fub fiance  where  they 
originate,  we  depend  entirely  upon  a 
courfe  of  mercury,  with  proper  attention 
to  the  external  treatment  of  the  ulcers  in 
the  manner  we  have  already  pointed  out. 


§  6.   Qf  the  Cure  of  Venereal  Excrefcences 
about  the  Anus, 

In  fection  fecond  of  this  chapter,  page 
123,  a  very  particular  description  has  been 
given  of  thefe  excrefcences. 

A  full  mercurial  courfe  is  the  remedy 
for  thefe  excrefcences  ;  under  which  they 
gradually  lefTen,  and  at  laft  very  com- 
monly difappear  altogether  j  but  where 
we  are  difappointed  in  this,  we  muft  ufe 
the  fame  applications  recommended  for 

the 
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the  removal  of  the  warty  excrefcences 
which  fucceed  to  Gonorrhoea  *. 

The  difeafe  being  now  entirely  local, 
no  advantage  can  accrue  from  mercury 
being  longer  continued,  while  we  feldom 
fail  with  a  proper  application  of  efchar- 
rotics. 

Where  the  furface  of  thefe  excrefcences 
becomes  ulcerated,  and  yields  matter,  fa- 
turnine  lotions  and  other  aftringents 
mould  be  employed  to  heal  them;  for  as 
the  matter  which  they  afford  appears  to 
be  venereal,  and  of  which  we  judge  from 
the  real  venereal  bubo  being  in  women 
fometimes  produced  by  it,  the  longer  that 
this  fecretion  is  allowed  to  continue  the 
more  of  it  will  pafs  into  the  fyftem,  and 
the  greater  the  rifk  will  therefore  be  of 
fome  of  the  glands  in  its  courfe  towards 
the  heart  being  obftrucled. 

*'Vide  Chapter  III.  Seftion  XIII.  Vol.1. 
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§  j.    Of  the  Cure  of  the  Venereal  Swelled 

Tiflicle, 

For  the  defcription  of  this  affection  of 
the  tefticle,  and  of  the  difference  between 
it  and  other  tumours  to  which  the  teftis  is 
liable,  I  muft  refer  to  fection  fecond  of  this 
chapter. 

One  important  difference  between  this 
tumefaction  of  the  tefticle  and  that  which 
proceeds  from  Gonorrhoea  is,  that  in  the 
latter  mercury  very  frequently  does  harm, 
while  in  this  it  is  the  remedy  upon  which  we 
chiefly  place  dependence.  Unlefs  the  fwell- 
ing  has  been  allowed  to  advance  to  a  great 
fize,  from  an  opinion  which  fome  have  en- 
tertained that  it  is  always  of  a  local  na- 
ture, and  not  connected  with  difeafes  of 
the  conftitution,  mercury  feldom  fails  to 
cure  it.  Were  it  not  to  add  coniiderably 
to  the  extent  of  the  prefent  work,  this,  as 
well  as  many  other  points,  of  which  I 
have  had  occafion  to  take  particular  no- 
tice, 
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tice,  might  be  illuftrated  and  proved  by  a 
variety  of  cafes  which  have  fallen  under 
my  obfervation,  in  which  the  fwelling 
of  the  teftis  to  which  I  allude,  produced 
altogether  by  the  fyphilitic  virus  in  the 
fyftem,  and  in  many  inftances  where  Go- 
norrhoea never  exiited,  after  refilling  every 
other  remedy,  has  at  laft  been  completely* 
cured  by  mercury.  Bendes  other  views 
of  no  fmall  importance  in  the  theory  of 
the  difeafe,  which  this  tends  to  eftablifh, 
it  may  be  looked  upon  as  an  additional  ar- 
gument for  confidering  the  matter  of  Go- 
norrhoea and  of  pox  as  different.  The 
fwelling  of  the  teftis  which  occurs  in  Go- 
norrhoea yields  entirely  to  the  effects  of 
an  antiphlogiflic  courfe,  and  without  do- 
ing any  injury  to  the  constitution,  while 
the  other  in  no  inftance  has  been  known 
to  do  fo,  and  gives  way  only  to  that  re- 
medy which  we  know  by  experience  is 
alone  to  be  trufted  for  the  cure  of  every 
other  fymptom  of  fyphilis. 

Mercury  even  proves  effectual  in  remov- 
ing thofe  tumours  in  which  matter  has 
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formed.  I  have  met  with  feveral  cafes  iii 
which  a  partial  fuppuratidn  had  taken 
place  in  the  body  of  the  teftis  before  mer- 
cury was  given,  and  the  matter  has  been 
abforbed,  and  the  fwelling  entirely  re- 
moved foon  after  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
the  medicine  has  been  thrown  in.  In  fome 
I  have  thought  that  mercury  was  amfted 
by  a  decoction  of  mezereon  being  given 
along  with  it;  but  it  is  for  the  mo  ft 
part  abundantly  fuccefsful  by  itfelf. 

Where  the  ufe  of  mercury  has  been  too 
long  delayed  the  Iwelling  commonly  fup- 
purates,  and  the  fore  which  enfues  from 
the  burfting  of  the  tumour  alTumes  al- 
ways a  very  ugly  appearance.  Even  in 
this  fituation,  however,  our  chief  advan- 
tage is  derived  from  mercury;  nor  do  we 
often  fail  in  curing  the  fore  if  due  atten- 
tion is  given  to  regular  dremngs,  and  pro^ 
curing  a  free  difcharge  to  the  matter.  The 
belt  dremngs  for  this  purpofe  are  the  fa- 
turnine  and  zinc  ointments  when  the  parts 
are  clean,  and  the  precipitate  or  verdi- 
gris 
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gris  ointments  when  they  are  foul  or 
floughy. 

But  where  matter  is  obferved  to  lodge 
in  any  part  of  the  fwelling,  nothing  can  be 
of  advantage  but  making  a  free  opening 
into  it.  This,  however,  is  not  always 
done  fo  completely  as  it  ought  to  be.  The 
teftes  being  organs  of  much  delicacy,  we 
are  apt  to  be  afraid  of  opening  anyabfceffes 
that  may  form  in  them,  in  confequence  of 
which  the  matter  is  apt  to  find  accefs  into 
the  cellular  fub fiance  of  the  fcrotum, 
where  it  feldom  fails  to  produce  very 
troublefome  finufes.  This,  however,  may 
always  be  prevented,  either  by  making  a 
free  incifion  into  the  molt  depending  part 
of  the  abfcefs,  without  allowing  it  to 
burft,  or  taking  care  to  enlarge  the  open- 
ing if  it  has  previoufly  made  way  for  it- 
felf.  Nor  mould  we  ever  be  afraid  of  do- 
ing fo,  for  the  injury  which  this  may  do 
to  the  tefticle  cannot  be  equal  to  what 
it  mull  fuffer  from  matter  being  allow- 
ed to  lodge  in  it.  In  all  fuch  circumftan- 
ces  I  never  hefitate  to  lay  the  tefticle  free- 
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ly  open,  and  no  inconvenience  ever  enfucs 
from  it» 

As  this  affection  of  the  tefticle  never  oc- 
curs but  in  very  advanced  ftages  of  fyphi- 
lis,  it  requires  a  very  coniiderable  quan^ 
tity  of  mercury  to  remove  it,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  eradicate  the  virus  from  the 
fyftem  by  which  it  has  been  produced.  It 
ought  to  be  continued  from  ten  to  twelve 
weeks,  and  in  as  great  quantities  as  the 
patient  can  bear." 

When  the  fores  which  enfue  from  the 
burfting  or  opening  of  thefe  tumours  do 
not  heal  after  fuch  a  quantity  of  mercury 
is  exhibited  as  we  judge  to  be  proper  for 
the  fafety  of  die  conftitution,  fome  advan- 
tage is  occasionally  derived  from  a  plenti- 
ful ufe  of  hemlock,  and  from  fea-bathing; 
but  in  fuch  circumftances  nothing  proves 
for  the  mod  part  fo  ufeful  as  drefling  the 
parts  in  the  manner  I  have  mentioned, 
with  ftimulating  ointments,  and  touch- 
ing them  occalionally  with  cauftic.  This 
we  are  alfo  apt  to  be  afraid  of  from  the 
natural  irritability  of  thefe  parts ;  but  I 

have 
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have  not  found  that  there  is  caufe  for 
this.  On  the  contrary,  a  free  application 
of  cauftic  to  the  furface  of  thefe  fores 
renders  them  for  the  moft  part  lefs  pain- 
ful. Where  much  irritation  however  pre- 
vails, and  is  not  removed  or  much  lefTen- 
ed  by  the  ttfe  of  cauftic,  opiates  mud  be 
given  in  fuch  quantities  as  are  fumcient  to 
allay  it. 

Of  the  Treahnent  of  Alopecia,  Venereal  Blind-* 
nefs,  and  Deafnefs, 

A  defcription  of  thefe  fymptoms  was 
given  in  Section  IL  of  this  chapter,  §  ik 
12.  and  iy. 

When  alopecia,  or  the  falling  off  of  the 
hair  takes  place  in  any  conhderable  de- 
gree before  mercury  is  employed,  parti- 
cularly if  the  patient  is  advanced  in  years, 
it  never  grows  again  but  in  very  fmall 
quantities  ;  but  during  youth,  and  when 
mercury  is  given  in  the  commencement 
of  this  fymptom,  we  not  only  prevent  it 
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from  advancing  farther,  but  any  hair  that 
has  been  loft  will  very  commonly  be  re- 
newed. There  is  fcarcely  indeed  any 
other  remedy  upon  which  we  can  depend 
but  a  full  courfe  of  mercury;  for  although 
many  external  applications  are  recom- 
mended to  recover  or  renew  hair  loft  in 
this  manner,  there  is  no  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  that  any  advantage  is  derived  from 
them. 

Where  the  falling  away  of  the  hair  is 
connected  with  a  fcurf  over  the  head, 
,  fome  benefit  indeed  is  obtained  from 
the  application  of  external  remedies  ; 
by  removing  the  eruption  we  tend  to 
prevent  any  farther  lofs  of  hair,  and  the 
internal  ufe  of  mercury  alone  is  not  al- 
together fufneient  for  this.  The  mofl 
effectual  applications  for  the  removal  of 
this  are  the  unguentum  citrinum  *,  and  a 
weak  folution  of  corrofive  fublimate  in 
water.  When  the  former  is  ufed  the 
parts  mould  be  rubbed  with  it  once 
a-day.  The  latter  may  be  applied  three 
or  four  times  daily,  in  the  proportion  of 

*  Vide  Appendix,  No.  14. 
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half  a  grain  of  the  mercury  to  an  ounce 
of  water;  and  for  the  more  effectual  appli- 
cation of  thefe  remedies,  the  head  mould 
be  fhaved,  and  the  hair  not  allowed  to 
grow  till  the  eruption  or  fcurf  is  entirely 
removed. 

In  the  treatment  of  blindnefs  as  a 
fymptom  of  Lues  Venerea  we  have 
fcarcely  any  variety  of  practice.  Mercury 
is  perhaps  the  only  remedy  from  which 
any  advantage  is  to  be  expected ;  nOr  does 
it  prove  of  any  avail  if  it  be  not  given 
immediately,  and  in  as  great  quantities  as 
the  patient  can  bear.  Whether  the  eye  is 
therefore  affected  with  gutta  ferena,  ca- 
taract, or  effufions  upon  the  cornea,  where 
there  is  the  leafl  reafon  to  fuppofe  that 
the  affection  proceeds  from  Lues  Vene- 
rea, the  patient  mould  be  immediately 
put  under  a  complete  courfe  of  mercury, 
and  his  mouth  kept  fully  affected  for  the 
fpace  ot  ten^  eleven,  or  twelve  weeks,  ac- 
cording to  the  effects  which  arife  from  it. 

In  gutta  ferena  it  may  be  proper  before 
mercury  is  given  to  premife  a  fmart  pur- 
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gative  or  two,  and  during  the  courfe  to 
conjoin  the  repeated  application  of  blifters 
to  the  temples  and  head,  with  electricity, 
and  errhines  for  the  purpofe  of  exciting  a 
di (charge  by  the  nofe,  although  the  ef- 
fects of  thefe  remedies  are  fo  uncertain 
that  in  every  inftance  our  chief  depen- 
dence muft  reft  upon  mercury. 

Where  the  blindnefs  is  found  to  pro- 
ceed from  cataracts,  if  mercury  does  not 
fucceed  in  removing  the  opacity,  our  only 
remedy  muft  be  the  ufual  operation  of  de- 
prefling  or  extracting  the  chryftallines. 
This  will  not  always  fucceed,  but  where 
the  eye  is  otherwife  found,  and  only  the 
local  affection  of  the  lens  appearing  to  be 
the  caufe  of  blindnefs,  we  ought  in  every 
inftance  to  advife  it. 

Wc  fometimes  find  that  mercury  here 
proves  fo  far  ufeful  as  to  leflTen  the  opaci- 
ty of  the  lens  in  a  confidcrable  degree, 
without  removing  it  entirely  ;  and  where 
this  has  happened  I  have  found  in  more 
inftances  than  one  that  a  cure  has  been 
accomplhliedby  electricity.    I  have  never 

per- 
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perceived,  however,  that  electricity  has 
produced  any  advantage  where  the  opa~ 
city  was  not  previoufly  much  dimmifhed, 
and  even  in  this  htuation  it  requires  to  be 
long  continued  in  order  to  prove  effec- 
tual. 

In  blindnefs  produced  by  the  humours 
of  the  eye  becoming  confufed  or  turbid, 
where  it  is  known  that  this  proceeds  from 
the  fyftem  being  affected  with  fyphilis, 
the  patient  ought  no  doubt  to  be  put  un- 
der mercury  ;  but  this  caufe  of  blindnefs 
is  of  a  very  hopelefs  nature,  for  I  have 
never  known  an  inftance  of  its  being  re- 
moved. Neither  do  we  prove  very  fuc- 
cefsful  even  with  mercury,  where  vifioii 
is  affected  by  the  matter  of  fyphilis  fixing 
upon  the  coats  of  the  ey  e.  We  may  pre- 
vent the  difeafe  from  advancing  much 
farther,  but  mercury  does  not  appear  to 
be  fufficient  for  removing  any  confider- 
able  degree  of  opacity  in  the  cornea  that 
has  already  taken  place.  Nor  does  this 
caufe  of  blindnefs  admit  of  remedy  by 
means  of  a  furgical  operation ;  for  it  is 
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not  upon  the  furface,  but  in  the  very 
fubftance  of  the  cornea  that  it  is  feated. 

When  abfcefles  form  in  the  coats  of  the 
eye,  we  have  it  in  our  power  by  difchar- 
ging  the  matter  which  they  contain  to  re- 
move in  fome  degree  the  deformity  which 
they  produce,  as  well  as  the  pain  with 
which  they  are  accompanied ;  but  we  are 
not  to  look  for  any  farther  advantage 
from  this  or  any  other  remedy  that  can 
be  propofed. 

Of  all  the  fymptoms  of  Lues  Venerea, 
none  prove  more  obftinate,  nor  are  lefs 
acted  upon  by  mercury  than  deafnefs.  A 
certain  degree  of  deafnefs,  indeed,  produ- 
ced by  venereal  ulceration  or  fwelling  at 
the  opening  of  the  Euftachian  tube  in  the 
throat  is  fometimes  relieved  or  even 
removed  by  a  courfe  of  mercury  ;  but  no 
advantage  is  ever  obtained  from  this  or 
any  other  remedy  where  the  difeafe  has 
fixed  upon  the  membrane  or  bones  of 
the  ear.  In  the  defcription  of  this  fymp- 
tom,  I  had  occafion  to  remark,  that  a 
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Sect.  V.         of  Lues  Venerea. 


407 


temporary  deafnefs  is  fometimes  produ- 
ced in  Lues  Venerea  by  the  meatus  ex- 
ternus  being  filled  up  by  a  fcurfy  erup- 
tion ;  and  in  fome  inftances,  by  the 
membrane  of  the  pafTage  becoming  thick- 
ened and  even  ulcerated.  In  this,  as  in 
other  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  we  de- 
pend entirely  on  the  internal  ufe  of  mer- 
cury for  removing  the  virus  from  the 
conftitution  ;  but  the  local  affection  may 
remain  after  the  fyftem  is  rendered  fafe. 
The  beft  remedy  I  have  employed  for 
this  is  a  cautious  ufe  of  bougies.  Care, 
however,  muft  be  taken  that  they  be 
not  pufhed  fo  deep  into  the  pafTage  as 
to  injure  the  tympanum  ;  and  they  ought 
to  be  formed  of  the  mildefl  materials,  as 
they  never  fail  to  do  harm  when  they  ex- 
cite much  irritation. 
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§  9*  Of  rfje  Gure  °f  fome  Anomalous  Symp- 
toms of  Lues  Venerea. 

In  fection  fecond  of  this  chapter,  page 
345,  fundry  anomalous  fymptoms  of  fy- 
philis  are  enumerated  which  could  not 
with  propriety  be  defcribed  in  any  of  the 
preceding  fections. 

For  the  cure  of  thefe  we1  depend  almoft 
entirely  upon  a  full  courfe  of  mercury. 
Scarcely  any  of  them  occur  but  in  the 
later  ftages  of  the  difeafe,  and  they  are 
very  apt  to  recur,  if  the  medicine  be  not 
given  in  as  large  quantities  as  the  patient 
can  bear  and  continued  for  a  confidera.ble 
time  after  they  have  difappeared.  Be- 
fides  this  general  courfe  of  treatment,  fome 
of  thefe  fymptoms  require  a  peculiarity  of 
local  management. 

The  firft  that  I  have  mentioned  are 
thefe  chops  or  clefts  in  the  palms  of  the 
hands  and  foles  of  the  feet  to  which  fy- 
philitic  patients  are  fometimes  liable.  The 

beft 
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befl  dreflings  that  I  have  employed  for 
thefe  are  the  unguentum  citrinum  *,  and 
unguentum  e  mercurio  precipit.  Rubr.  f. 
But  while  theie  ointments  are  perhaps  the 
befl  that  can  be  applied  to  the  chops  them- 
felves,  they  are  too  irritating  to  admit  of 
being  applied  to  the  contiguous  parts, 
which  for  the  moft  part  are  red  and  ten- 
der, and  which  are  befl  defended  by  the 
unguentum  faturninum  %. 

For  the  removal  of  that  fcurf  and  gum- 
my matter  which  occafionally  forms  and 
becomes  very  troublefome  upon  the  eye- 
lids of  fyphilitic  patients,  I  have  found 
nothing  anfwer  fo  well  as  bathing  them 
from  time  to  time  with  a  weak  folution 
of  white  vitriol,  and  applying  over  the 
eye  lames  and  cartilaginous  border  of  the 
eye-lids  a  fmall  portion  of  the  calamine 
liniment  §,  or  unguentum  citrinum,  fa 
much  reduced  with  axunge  as   to  pre- 

*  Vide  Appendix.    No.  14. 
\  No.  27. 
%.  No.  2y. 
\  No-  3  It 
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vent  it  from  exciting  too  much  irrita- 
tion. 

The  fores  which  fucceed  to  the  fwellings 
defcribed  in  p.  146,  are  frequently  healed 
by  mercury  alone,  but  in  fome  inflances 
they  refill  even  this  and  all  the  dremngs  we 
can  employ.  Cauftic  and  other  efcharro- 
tics  prove  to  be  the  belt  applications  here, 
as  we  find  them  indeed  to  be  in  almoft 
every  variety  of  venereal  ulcer.  When 
they  do  not  fucceed  it  is  for  the  moll 
part  owing  to  a  greater  degree  of  irrita- 
tion and  pain  in  the  fore  than  is  confiftent 
with  the  procefs  of  healing.  In  this  cafe 
nothing  proves  fo  effectual  as  fufficient 
dofes  of  opiates. 

When  the  pains  mentioned  in  p.  149 
do  not  give  way  to  that  quantity  of  mer- 
cury which  we  judge  to  be  fufficient  for 
the  fafety  of  the  conftitution,  we  fome- 
times  find  that  they  may  be  removed  by 
blifters  applied  directly  to  the  parts  af- 
fected, and  anointing  them  with  sether, 
anodyne  balfam,  or  volatile  liniment. 

For  the  removal  of  thefe  pains  we  are 
often  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  opium. 

In 
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In  fufficient  dofes  it  feldom  fails  by  itfelf, 
but  it  proves  more  effectual  in  every  va- 
riety of  pain  when  given  in  the  form  of 
Dover's  powder.  Ten  or  twelve  grains  of 
the  powder  given  at  bed-time,  and  con- 
tinued for  feven  or  eight  nights  fuccef- 
fively,  very  commonly  affords  effectual  re- 
lief. 

The  irritability,  reftleffnefs,  and  atro- 
phy to  which  venereal  patients  are  not 
unfrequently  liable,  are  often  difficult  to 
remove,  and  fomctimes  even  prove  fatal. 
I  have  known  different  inftances  of  thefe 
fymptoms  proving  incurable  where  ulcers 
and  other  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  with 
which  they  were  at  firft  connected  were 
eafily  removed,  but  where  the  patient  by 
conftant  reftleffnefs  and  anxiety,  having 
firftbeen  deprived  of  his  appetite,  and  after- 
wards of  ftrength,  was  at  laft  carried  off, 
notwithstanding  all  the  means  that  could 
be  employed  for  his  fafety. 

I  judge  that  thefe  fymptoms  are  in  many 
inftances  altogether  venereal,  from  ob- 
serving them  accompanying  other  well- 
marked 
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marked  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  and  from 
mercury  being  the  only  remedy  that  has 
any  influence  in  removing  them.  Even 
mercury  will  nor.  always  fucceed ;  but  in 
various  inftances  I  have  known  it  prove 
effectual  where  every  other  remedy  had 
previoufly  been  tried  in  vain.  Peruvian 
bark,  a  change  of  diet,  and  country  air, 
are  commonly  prefcribed  j  but  we  may 
readily  conclude  that  no  material  advan- 
tage can  refult  from  them  if  the  mercu- 
rial courfe  be  not  alfo  continued  till  the 
virus  is  eradicated. 

This  reftlefs  anxiety  to  which  fyphilitic 
patients  are  occaiionally  liable,  is  in  fome 
inftances  very  effectually  removed  by 
opiates,  while  in  others  thefe  remedies 
rather  do  harm.  The  only  courfe  that  I 
have  found  to  prove  ufeful,  is,  a  light, 
nourilhing  diet,  a  due  continuance  of 
mercury,  and  the  patient,  during  the  time 
of  uling  it,  being  allowed  to  go  daily 
abroad  in  a  carriage  when  the  weather  is 
fiot  cold  or  damp. 

In 
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In  the  life  of  mercury  for  the  cure  of 
this  fymptom  the  greateft  nicety  and  care 
are  required ;  for  in  the  delicacy  of  con- 
ftitution  which  prevails  here  it  conflantly 
does  harm,  if  not  managed  with  much  at- 
tention. It  cannot  be  given  in  large  dofes 
but  with  much  rilk  of  doing  harm ;  nor  can 
it  be  laid  altogether  afide  without  the  dif- 
eafe  gaining  ground.  If  ever  an  alterative 
courfe  of  mercury,  as  it  is  termed,  is  proper 
for  any  of  the  fymptoms  in  the  more  ad- 
vanced ftages  of  fyphilis,  it  is  here.  By 
a  regular  exhibition  of  fmall  dofes  of  mer- . 
cury  the  virus  may  be  kept  moderate  till 
the  ftrength  of  the  fyftem  is  fo  far  re- 
ftored  by  attention  to  regimen  as  to  ad- 
mit of  larger  quantities  being  given. 

The  mod  frequent  analomous  fymp- 
tom  in  this  difeafe  is  fever.  It  is  often 
the  effect  of  fome  evident  fymptom,  fuch 
as  bubo,  ulcer,  or  node.  In  fuch  cafes 
the  caufe  is  obvious,  and  the  fever  difap- 
pcars  along  with  the  fymptom  by  which 
it  was  induced.  But  where  a  quantity  of 
mercury  furacient  for  eradicating  the  difeafe  ' 

has 
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has  not  been  given,  although  all  the  fymp- 
toms  for  which  it  was  employed  may  be 
removed,  yet  fever  will  fometimes  take 
place,  and  in  fome  inftances  fubfift  for  a 
confiderable  length  of  time  before  any  ex- 
ternal mark  of  the  difeafe  is  perceived. 
This  I  know  is  doubted,  and  even  denied 
by  many  ;  but  I  have '  met  with  it  fre- 
quently, and  in  fome  inftances  diftinguiih- 
ed  in  the  mofl  obvious  manner.  In  fome, 
where  from  the  hiftory  of  the  cafe  the 
caufe  was  evident,  the  patient  has  been 
-cured  by  an  additional  courfe  of  mercury  ; 
while  in  others,  from  no  caufe  of  fufpi- 
cion  being  mentioned,  the  febrile  fymp- 
toms  refilled  all  the  ufual  remedies,  and 
were  not  removed  at  laft  till  the  appear- 
ance of  nodes,  ulcers,  or  fome  other  local 
fymptom  has  pointed  out  the  necefhty  of 
a  farther  profecution  of  mercury. 

The  effect  of  mercury  upon  this  fever 
is  often  remarkable.  In  almoft  every 
other  fituation  it  is  one  of  the  firft  effects 
of  mercury  in  a  certain  degree  to  accele- 
rate the  circulation  of  the  blood,  while 

here 
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here  it  not  only  lefTens  the  quicknefs 
of  pulfe,  but  abates  every  other  febrile 
fymptom.    Even  in  fmall  quantities  mer- 
cury proves  ufeful  here,  as  it  evidently 
does  in  the  fymptom  laft  mentioned ;  and 
as  the  ftrength  of  the  patient  is  commonly 
much  exhaufted  before  this  remedy  is  em- 
ployed, it  mould  not  at  firft  be  given  in 
larger  quantities  than  is  merely  neceffary 
for  mitigating  the  fymptoms.   This,  how- 
ever, not  being  fufficient  to  render  the 
conftitution  fafe  againfl  future  returns  of 
the  difeafe,  care  mould  be  taken  that  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  the  medicine  is  ex- 
hibited as  foon  tfs  the  patient's  ftrength, 
reflored  by  a  nourifhing  diet,  enables  him 
to  bear  it. 


SEC- 


4i  6  Of  Lues  Venerea  Ch*  IV. 


SECTION  VI. 

Of  Lues  Venerea  in  Infants, 

"VTO  period  of  life  is  exempted  from  tne 
ravages  of  the  venereal  difeafe* 
They  are  frequently  to  be  deplored  even 
in  infancy,  and  here  the  fame  fymptoms 
appear  as  in  a  patient  of  more  advanced 
years  ;  that  is,  when  the  virus  enters  the 
fyftem  in  the  ufual  way  from  the  furface 
or  the  body,  the  fymptoms  which  enfue 
are  nearly  or  entirely  the  fame  as  in 
other  periods  of  life  :  but  when  the  dis- 
order is  communicated  to  the  fcetus  in 
utero,  fome  variety  is  obferved,  which  de- 
mand particular  notice. 

We  have  already  indeed  had  occafion 
to  remark,  that  it  has  been  doubted  whe- 
ther Lues  Venerea  can  be  communicated 
to  the  fcqtus  in  utero.    Nay,  of  late  it  has 

even 


sea.  vi. 


in  Infants. 


417 


even  been  afTerted  that  it  cannot,  and  that 
practitioners  upon  this  very  important 
point  have  hitherto  been  miftaken.  But 
this  is  fo  contrary  to  general  experience, 
and  to  the  remit  of  my  own  obfervation, 
that  I  cannot  connder  it  as  an  opinion  that 
will  ever  gain  ground  where  the  judgment 
is  not  entirely  warped.  A  defire  to  fup- 
port  a  particular  theory  feems  to  have  laid 
the  foundation  of  this  doctrine ;  but  the 
facts  which  militate  againit  it  are  too 
ltrong  and  too  numerous  to  admit  of 
being  eafily  fet  afide  ** 

Thofe  who  are  of  opinion  that  neither 
the  blood  nor  any  of  the  fecretions  of  a 
fyphilitic  patient  can  communicate  the 
contagion,  all  edge,  that  when  a  child  ap- 
pears to  have  been  infected  in  utero,  the 

*  Even  Mr.  Hunter  has  unguardedly  fallen  into  this 
error  ;  and  as  his  authority  would  neceffariJy  have  in- 
fluence with  thofe  whofe  opportunities  for  obfervation 
are  not  fo  great,  I  think  it  right,  in  a  matter  of  fuch 
practical  importance,  to  endeavour  to  render  the  mif~ 
take  obvious.  See  different  parts  of  Mr.  Hunter's 
Treatifc. 
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infection  muft  have  been  communicated 
during  labour  from  venereal  fores  in  the 
genitals  of  the  mother. 

That  this  in  fome  inftances  happens 
there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt.  A  child  pal- 
fmg  over,  and  perhaps  refting  for  a  conn- 
derable  time  upon  fores  of  this  kind,  may 
readily  be  infected  in  this  manner,  and 
this  may  probably  be  the  cafe  in  mod  of 
thofe  inftances  where  the  difeafe  does  hot 
appear  till  two  or  three  weeks  after  birth. 
But  where  a  child- is  inflantly  upon  deli- 
very found  to  be  covered  with  a  venereal 
eruption,  and  which  I  have  met  with  in 
various  inftances,  the  infection  muft  nc- 
celfarily  have  been  communicated  a  con- 
siderable time  before  birth.  It  may  be 
aiked,  however,  in  what  manner  eruptions 
appearing  on  the  birth  of  a  child  have 
been  known  to  be  venereal  ?  In  anfwer  I 
may  obferve,  that  it  has  been  afcertained 
in  the  moft  obvious  manner,  by  finding 
on  enquiry  that  the  father  had  been  poxeel 
without  taking  fuch  a  quantity  of  mer- 
cury as  was  neceffary  to  eradicate  the  vi- 
rus ; 
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rus  ;  by  the  eruption  upon  the  child  being 
exactly  fimilar  to  what  experience  in  other 
inftances  lhews  to  be  venereal ;  by  a  child 
in  this  fituatiori  giving  the  different  fymp- 
toms  of  Lues  Venerea,  evidently  and 
ftrongly  marked,  to  the  nurfe  by  whom 
it  has  been  fuckled  ;  by  the  nurfe  giv- 
ing the  difeafe  in  the  firft  place  to  an- 
other child,  and  afterwards  to  her  huf- 
band,  and  by  the  difeafe  in  all  of  them 
being  cured  by  a  proper  ufe  of  mercury 
alone,  while  no  other  remedy  is  of  any 
avail. 

Every  practitioner  muft  have  met  with 
inftances  of  this.  I  have  feen  many,  in 
fome  ©f  which  no  external  mark  of  the 
difeafe  appeared  either  in  the  father  or 
mother,  although  one  or  other,  of  them, 
and  in  fome  cafes  both,  muft  have  been 
infected.  I  conclude  that  we  have  fuf- 
ficient  evidence  of  this  where  the  fame 
parents  produce  one,  two,  or  more 
pocky  children,  and  continue  to  do  Co 
till  both  pafs  through  a  complete  courfe 
of  mercury  ;  and  hence,  notwithftanding 
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any  theoretical  opinion  that  may  be  ad- 
vanced to  the  contrary,  I  have  much  rea- 
fon  to  imagine  that  the  opinion  which  I 
have  elfewhere  given,  that  the  femen  of  a 
difeafed  parent  will  give  a  pocky  off- 
fpring,  is  well  founded.  No  perfon,  I  be- 
lieve, will  doubt  of  other  difeafes  being 
communicated  in  this  manner.  We  have 
daily  proofs  of  it  in  gout,  pthifis,  fcro- 
phula,  and,  perhaps,  in  fome  others,  in 
which  thefe  difeafes  defcend  from  fathers 
to  their  children,  while  no  infection  is 
communicated  to  the  mother  ;  and  I  have 
met  with  very  decifive  evidence  of  it  in 
Lues  Venerea,  at  leaft  with  fuch  as  leaves 
no  room  with  me  for  doubt. 

About  ten  years  ago  I  was  defired  to 
vifit  a  child  feven  or  eight  days  old.  It 
was  covered  with  a  rafh,  which  had  much 
the  appearance  of  being  venereal ;  and 
finding  that  the  only  other  child  which 
the  parents  ever  had  was  born  with  a  fimi- 
lar  rafli,  of  which  it  died,  I  enquired  at 
the  father  of  the  child  whether  there  was 
any  caufe  to  fufpeel  that  he  was  infected 
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or  not.  He  informed  me  that  he  had 
been  poxed  about  fix  months  before  his 
marriage ;  that  his  fymptoms  were  chan- 
cres and  a  fore  throat ;  but  that  having 
taken  as  much  mercury  as  was  judged  to 
be  fumcient,  the  fymptoms  having  difap- 
peared  while  under  the  courfe,  and  none 
of  them  having  ever  occurred  again,  al- 
though he  had  now  been  married  nearly 
three  years,  he  could  not  poflibly  believe 
that  the  child  was  infected  with  this  dif- 
eafe,  particularly  as  no  fymptom  had  ap- 
peared upon  his  wife.  I  was  clearly  of 
opinion,  however,  that  the  child  was  in- 
fected; and  I  judged  it  right  to  fay, not  only 
that  the  child  mould  inftantlyget  mercury, 
but  that  he  and  his  wife  inould  alfo  take 
it,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  fame  occur- 
rence with  any  other  children  which  they 
might  have,  as  well  as  to  render  them- 
felves  fafe.  He  agreed  to  this  with  re- 
fpect  to  himfelf,  but  on  account  of  the 
fufpicion  which  it  might  create,  he  would 
by  no  means  confent  that  it  fhould  be 
given  to  his  wife.    Imperfect  as  this  mea- 
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Jure  might  be,  I  was  obliged  to  adopt  it. 
Small  dofes  of  calomel  were  given  to  the 
child,  and  the  father  was  kept  under  a 
complete  courfe  of  mercury,  with  unction 
and  the  blue  mercurial  pill,  for  the  fpace 
of  ten  weeks.    The  child  got  well ;  and 
although  the  fame  parents  have  had  fevc- 
ral  other  children  fmce  that  period,  all  of 
them  have  been  perfectly  found.  Some 
doubt,  however,  might  {till  have  remained 
of  the  real  nature  of  this  ram,  but  it  hap- 
pened that  a  very  deciuve,  although  un- 
fortunate proof  was  given  of  its  being  ve- 
nereal.   Two  nurfes  were  infected  by  the 
fuckling  of  this  child.    The  firft  became 
fo  much  diftreffed  with  ulcers  upon  her 
nipples,  and  pains  in  one  of  the  mamma?, 
that  me  was  obliged  to  leave  the  family, 
and  although  warned  of  her  fituation,  and 
of  the  neceiTity  of  giving  no  fuck  to  other 
children  till  the  courfe  of  mercury  which 
me  was  put  under  was  finimed,  {lie  foolifli- 
ly  took  home  her  own  child,  which  llie 
had  previoufly  given  out,  and  in  the  courfe 
of  two  or  three  weeks  he  alfo  was  poxed, 
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and  being  a  weakly  child,  he  foon  died, 
although  the  greateft  care  was  taken  of 
him.  The  nipples  of  the  other  nurfe  ul- 
cerated, and  flie  was  foon  thereafter  feized 
with  a  venereal  ulcer  in  the  throat,  for 
which  a  courfe  of  mercury  became  necef- 
fary.  Since  that  period,  befides  fome  in- 
fiances  in  which  the  difeafe  was  given  to 
children,  where  there,  was  much  reafon 
to  think  that  both  parents  were  infected, 
I  have  met  with  other  two  cafes,  very  fi- 
milar  to  that  which  I  have  mentioned,  in 
which  a  mercurial  courfe  given  to  the  fa- 
ther proved  fo  completely  fuccefsful  that 
all  the  children  of  both  families  that  have 
been  born  fince  that  time  have  been  en- 
tirely healthy,  although  one  of  them  had 
previoufly  loft  two  and  the  other  one  from 
their  not  having  entertained  any  fufpi- 
cion  of  the  nature  of  the  difeafe. 

Thefe,  as  well  as  various  other  facts 
which  I  might  adduce,  render  it  obvious 
to  me  that  Lues  Venerea  may  be,  and  fre- 
quently is,  communicated  in  the  manner 
1  have  mentioned,  that  is,  by  the  infec- 
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tion  palling  directly  from  parents  to  chil- 
dren, and  where  no  marks  of  difeafe  ap- 
pear either  upon  father  or  mother.  Nor 
would  I  have  judged  it  neceffary  to  have 
entered  fo  fully  into  the  fubject,  as  by 
many  the  opinion  I  am  endeavouring  to 
eftablifh  will  be  admitted,  had  it  not  been 
with  a  view  to  put  the  younger  part  of 
the  profefhon  upon  their  guard,  till  by 
experience  they  are  enabled  to  judge  for 
themfelves  of  the  diftrefsful  confequen- 
ces  that  would  frequently  refult  from 
the  oppofite  doctrine  being  admitted. 

Among  other  baneful  effects  of  fyphi- 
lis,  perhaps  none  prove  more  diftrefsful 
than  the  frequent  abortions  which  it  evi- 
dently occafions.  A  child  infected  in  the 
uterus  will  in  fome  inftances  not  come 
away  till  the  full  time ;  but  in  a  great 
proportion  of  cafes  abortion  takes  place 
in  the  fixth  or  feventh  month,  fometimes 
fooner,  but  moft  frequently  about  the 
middle  of  the  feventh  month.  Of  this  I 
have  met  with  fuch  a  number  of  inftan- 
ces, that  I  am  induced  to  confider  it  as 
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one  of  the  mofl  frequent  caufes  of  abor- 
tion; but  as  the  child  is  commonly  either 
born  dead,  or  fo  weakly  that  it  foon  dies, 
fufficient  evidence  is  not  often  obtained 
to  lead  the  attendants  to  entertain  any 
fufpicion.     Hence  practitioners  feldom 
hear  of  it  unlefs  the  difeafe  has  made 
greater  progrefs  than  ufual.    We  have  it 
in  our  power,  however,  when  this  caufe 
of  abortion  is  difcovered,  to  remove  it 
with  much  certainty.    A  well-conducted 
courfe  of  mercury  very  feldom  fails  to 
prove  effectual.  I  have  now  met  with  a  con- 
nderable  number  of  inflances  where  abor- 
tion had  regularly  taken  place  in  the  fixth, 
feventh,  or  eighth  month,  and  in  which, 
from  there  being  no  mark  of  difeafe  ei- 
ther upon  the  father  or  mother,  the  real 
caufe  of  it  remained  concealed ;  but  which 
being  at  laft  difcovered,  either  by  forne 
of  the  children  being  clearly  marked  with 
the  difeafe,  or  from  its  breaking  out  in 
an  obvious  form  on  one  or  both  of  the  pa- 
rents, a  mercurial  courfe  has  at  laft  been 
prefcribed,  and  in  no  inltance  has  it  failed 
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where  a  fuffici^nt  quantity  of  the  medi- 
cinhas    been  given.    In  two  inilances  it 
did  not  anfwer  lb  completely  as  in  the 
others,  but  -in  both  there  was  fufftcient 
evidence  of  too  little  mercury  having  been 
employed;  for  the  children  in  both  in- 
ftances  were  kept  till  the  beginning  of  the 
ninth  month,  which  in  the  one  was  two 
months,  and  in  the  other  fix  weeks  later 
than  had  been  the  cafe  before,  and  both 
the  parents  having  in  each  of  thefe  inftan- 
ces  been  made  to  take  mercury  again, 
and  in  greater  quantities  than  before,  no 
abortion  has  fince  taken  place,  and  each 
family  has  within  thefe  few  years  had  fe- 
veral  healthy  children. 

At  whatever  period  children  with  this 
infection  are  born  they  are  remarkably 
weak  and  delicate.  The  mufcles  over  the 
whole  body  are  flaccid,  and  the  joints 
have  not  that  firmnefs  which  they  ought 
to  pofTefs.  When  the  difeafe  is  difcover- 
cd  immediately  upon  the  birth  of  the 
child,  it  is  ufually  in  the  form  of  an  cry- 
fipelatous  effiorefcence   over  the  whole 
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body.  In  fome  inftances  the  cuticle  is 
either  altogether  or  in  part  deftroyed,  and 
the  fldn  is  tender,  and  affords  a  kind  of 
matter.  In  others  the  nails  have  not 
formed  either  on  the  fingers  or  toes. 

Sometimes  again  no  mark  of  difeafe 
will  be  perceived  till  the  tenth,  twelfth, 
or  even  fourteenth  day  after  delivery ; 
and  in  fuch  cafes  the  .eruption  occurs 
chiefly  about  the  anus,  on  the  nates,  and 
about  the  pudendum.  In  thefe  places  ir- 
regular blotches  arife,  of  a  light  ftrawber- 
ry  colour,  and  fomewhat  elevated  above 
the  contiguous  furface.  Although  a  thin 
acrid  ferum  in  fome  inftances-  oozes  from 
them,  if  not  prevented  by  a  timeous  ex- 
hibition of  mercury,  the  difeafe  is  apt  to 
fpread  quickly  over  the  whole  body  ;  but 
excepting  in  the  parts  which  I  have  men- 
tioned, it  ufually  appears  in  the  form  of  a 
crufly  eruption,  which  in  fome  cafes  is 
dry,  and  falls  off  in  fmall  fcales,  while  in 
others  it  is  kept  together  by  the  exfuda- 
tion  of  a  vifcid  matter,  particularly  up- 
on 
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on  the  forehead,  eye-lids,  arms,  and 
breaft. 

I  have  already  had  occafion  to  obferve, 
that  in  fupporting  a  favourite  theory 
fome  have  denied  that  the  foetus  in  utero 
ever  receives  this  difeafe  from  the  parents, 
and  alfert,  that  wherever  it  occurs  in  new- 
born children  they  muft  have  received  it 
from  the  mother  in  the  time  of  delivery. 
But  while  the  fallacy  of  this  opinion  is 
rendered  obvious,  as  we  have  juft  had  00* 
cation  to  obferve  from  the  foetus  being  in 
many  inftances  perceived  directly  after 
birth  to  be  covered  with  a  venereal  efflo- 
refcence,  we  alfo  find  that  the  fyphilitic 
virus  is  in  this  (late  of  a  more  dileterious 
nature  than  it  ever  appears  to  be  in  any 
other  form  of  the  difeafe.  Befides  being 
more  particularly  apt  to  communicate  the 
infection,  it  proceeds  with  more  rapi- 
dity to  deftroy  the  conftitution,  info- 
much,  that  if  mercury  be  not  employed 
immediately  on  the  difeafe  being  perceiv- 
ed, it  ufually  makes  fuch  quick  progrefs 
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that  a  fatal  termination  can  fcarcely  be 
afterwards  prevented. 

In  all  fuch  circumftances  the  child 
ought  to  be  nurfed  by  the  mother ;  and  as 
mercury  is  neceffary  for  both,  they  mould 
both  be  put  immediately  under  it.  As  it 
has  been  found  that  a  difeafed  child  may 
be  cured  by  fucking  the  milk  of  a  woman 
under  mercury,  fome  have  advifed  that 
new-born  children  mould  always  be  treat- 
ed in  this  manner.  But  I  can  fav  from 
experience  that  it  is  not  to  be  trufted.  In 
fome  inftances  this  practice  will  no  doubt 
fucceed.  In  all  it  will  perhaps  accomplrfh 
a  temporary  removal  of  the  fymptoms,  but 
for  the  moft  part  they  return  again,  or  the 
difeafe  breaks  out  in  fome  other  form. 
At  the  fame  time,  therefore,  that  the  mo- 
ther begins  to  take  mercury,  it  ought  to 
be  given  to  the  child,  and  it  may  be  done 
with  no  inconveniency ;  for  even  at  this 
early  period  it  excites  lefs  diltrefs  than  it 
ufually  does  afterwards.  The  caufe  of 
this  may  be  difficult  to  affign  ;  but  I  have 
in  various  inftances  found  that  mercury 
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in  early  infancy,  is  not  fo  apt  to  excite 
either  falivation  or  violent  effects  upon  the 
ftomach  and  bowels  as  it  afterwards  does, 
and  that  it  may  be  given  with  fafety  in 
fufficient  quantities  for  curing  the  difcafe. 
Calomel  is  often  employed  for  this  pur- 
pofe.    The  dofe  mould  be  the  fourth  or 
fifth  part  of  a  grain  three  times  a-day,  and 
when  rubbed  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  fu- 
gar,  the  child  takes  it  eafily.  Mercurius 
alkalifatus  is  a  preparation  that  anfwers 
particularly  well  in  the  dofe  of  half  a 
grain  three  times  a-day  ;  and  I  fometimes 
employ  the  common  blue  pill  prepared 
with  triturated  quickfilver.    A  pill  con- 
taining a  grain  of  mercury,  being  rubbed 
into  a  powder,  and  divided  into  four,  one 
of  thefe  is  given  evening  and  morning. 
Any  of  thefe  being  continued  for  the 
fpace  of  a  month,  will,  in  moft  indances, 
remove  every  appearance  of  the  difeafe ; 
but  a  complete  cure  will  not  be  accom- 
plifhed  if  the  ufe  of  the  medicine  is  not 
pcrfifled  in  for  a  confiderable  time  there- 
after.   When  the  child  is  healthy,  and 
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not  of  a  delicate  form,  this  mould  be 
done  with  no  interruption,  otherwife  it 
may  be  laid  afide  occafionally  for  eight  or 
ten  days  together ;  but  upon  the  whole, 
it  mould  be  given  for  the  fpace  of  fifteen 
or  fixteen  weeks,  and  never  difcontinued 
fo  long  at  once  as  to  allow  the  effects  of 
the  mercury  upon  the  fyflem  to  be  entire- 
ly gone  at  any  one  time. 

When  a  child  in  this  fituation  cannot 
be  fuckled  by  its  mother,  either  from  her 
want  of  milk  or  any  other  caufe,  what  are 
we  to  do?  Another  nurfe  is  commonly  pro- 
cured; but  this  refource  ought  never  to  be 
adopted,  for  it  feldom  fails  of  giving  the 
difeafe  in  the  mod  virulent  form  to  who- 
ever is  fo  unfortunate  as  to  be  employed 
for  this  purpofe.  All  fuch  children  ought 
to  be  nourifhed  and  brought  up  on  fpoon 
meat,  nor  lhould  the  rcftriction  be  confin- 
ed to  the  fir  ft  weeks  of  infancy  only.  No 
child  infected  in  this  manner  fhould  be 
put  to  the  bread  of  a  found  nurfe  till  a 
courfe  of  mercury  has  been  continued  for 
three  months  at  leaft  after  every  external 
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mark  of  the  difeafe  is  gone.    In  one  in- 
ftance,  where  a  child  in  this  fituation  had 
for  feven  weeks  been  nurfed  by  the  mo- 
ther, and  where  mercury  had  been  re- 
gularly continued  for  the  fpace  of  three 
weeks  after  every  external  mark  of  the 
difeafe  had  difappeared  two  different  nurfes 
were  infected,   who  were  employed  to 
fuckle  the  child  during  a  temporary  fever 
with  which  the  mother  was  attacked.  And 
in  another  the  difeafe  was  given  in  the 
fame  manner  where  the  child  was  three 
months  old,  and  where  every  fymptom  of 
fyphilis  had  difappeared  upwards  of  eight 
weeks.    Hence  I  conclude  that  the  great- 
eft:  attention  is  required  for  preventing  fi- 
milar  occurrences,  and  that  nothing  will 
prove  effectual  but  a  regular  and  long- 
continued  ufe  of  mercury. 

In  addition  to  what  I  have  already  faid 
on  the  fubject  of  fyphilis  producing  abor- 
tion, I  may  obferve,  that  when  a  woman 
has  fuffered  one  or  more  abortions,  and 
has  reafon  to  think  that  they  proceed  from 
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venereal  infection,  fhe,  as  well  as  her  hut- 
band,  fhould  immediately  be  put  under 
mercury.    It  is  a  prevailing  opinion  that 
mercury  is  apt  to  occafion  abortion,  and 
it  is  therefore  feldom  given  during  preg- 
nancy.   Much  experience,  however,  has 
convinced  me  that  this  opinion  is  not 
well  founded,  and,  when  managed  with 
caution,  that  it  may  be  given  in  fufficient 
quantities  at  every  period  of  pregnancy, 
for  curing  every  fymptom  of  fyphilis,  and 
without  doing  the  leaft  injury  either  to 
the  mother  or  child.    We  would  not  in- 
deed from  choice  give  mercury  -during 
pregnancy  ;  but  when  a  woman  in  this 
ftate  is  evidently  poxed,  or  when  there  is 
good  reafon  to  think  that  fhe  is  fo,  I 
would  not  hehtate  to  advife  a  courfe  of 
mercury.    In  different  inftances  I  have 
done  fo,  and  always  with  much  advan- 
tage.   Where  obvious  fymptoms  of  Lues 
Venerea  break   out    during  pregnancy 
fcarcely  any  will  doubt  of  the  necemty  of 
giving  mercury,  but   fome  explanation 
may  be  required  for  advifing  it  to  be  given 
Vol,  II.  E  e  where 
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where  there  is  only  ground  for  fufpicion. 

In  illuftration  of  the  propriety  of  this, 
the  following,  among  feveral  cafes,  may 
be  recited.  Five  years  ago  I  vifited  a  lady* 
in  the  fourth  month  of  pregnancy,  on  ac- 
count of  a  fimple  fracture  of  the  os  hu- 
meri. The  patient  being  young  and 
healthy  I  prognofhicated  a  fpeedy  cure. 
She  had  been  married  four  years,  and  had 
fuffered  two  abortions,  one  in  the  fixth, 
the  othqr  in  the  feventh  month,  and  her 
friends  were  anxious  left  this  accident 
mould  produce  the  lofs  of  another  child. 
This  induced  me  to  inquire  into  the  cir- 
eumftances  attending  the  previous  abor- 
tions, when  I  found  that  both  children 
were  born  dead,,  and  entirely  deftitute  of 
nails  and  cuticle.  No  obvious  fymptom 
of  fyphilis  had  appeared  upon  the  pa- 
rents, but  the  hufband  had  occafional- 
ly  been  attacked  with  a  dry  fcaly  erup- 
tion upon  the  bread  and  moulders.  I 
alfo  difcovered  that  he  laboured  under  the 
venereal  difeafe  a  few  months  before  mar- 
riage ;  and  it  did  not  appear  to  me  that 
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lie  had  taken  mercury  either  with  the  re- 
gularity or  to  the  extent  neceffary  for  re- 
moving the  fymptoms  which  took  place. 
This  led  me  at  once  to  fay  that  both  he 
and  his  wife  mould  immediately  undergo 
a  complete  courfe  of  mercury.  To  this 
they  fubmitted,  and  in  lefs  than  a  year 
from  the  commencement  of  the  courfe  the 
later  was  delivered  of  a  healthy  child. 
Now  here  was  only  ground  for  fuipicion; 
but  the  event  gave  caufe  to  imagine  that 
if  this  kind  of  proof  was  to  be  fet  alide 
where  direct  evidence  cannot  be  procur- 
ed, arid  which  often  happens  in  cafes  of 
this  kind,  many  constitutions  would  be 
irreparably  injured,  and  many  children 
loft  which  otherwife  might  be  faved. 

During  pregnancy  mercury  ought  in 
every  inftance  to  be  ufed  in  the  forrti  of 
unction,  as  we  thereby  with  moft  certain- 
ty prevent  it  from  acting  upon  the  fto- 
mach  and  bowels,  and  thus  avoid  the 
hazard  of  abortion  taking  place  as  the  ef- 
fect of  irritation  upon  thefe  parts. 

E  e  2  Nothing 
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Nothing  indeed  more  readily  excites  abor- 
tion than  purgatives  when  fevere  in  their 
operation  upon  the  bowels,  or  when  they 
even  only  produce  any  conliderable  de- 
gree of  tenefmus  ;  and  as  the  internal  ex- 
hibition of  mercury  is  frequently  the 
caufe  of  this,  it  cannot  but  with  much 
hazard  be  given  in  any  confiderable  quan- 
tity during  pregnancy. 


SECTION  VII. 

Of -fame  Peculiarities  of  Form  under  which 
Lues  Venerea  has  appeared  in  Scotland  and 
Canada, 

j  Have  already  had  occaiion  to  remark 
A  that  this  difeafe  has  appeared  with 
fome  peculiarities  both  in  Scotland  and 
in  Canada.  By  the  accounts  received  of 
it  from  Canada  it  feems  to  have  appeared 
in  that  country  in  the  fame  manner,  and 

under 
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under  the  fame  form  as  it  had  a  connder- 
able  time  before  done  in  Scotland ;  and 
as  few  have  had  more  opportunities  of  fee- 
ing it  here  than  I  have  had,  I  mean  to  give  a 
Ihort  defcription  of  the  appearances  which 
it  exhibits,  and  to  mention  the  method 
of  cure  which  hitherto  has  been  found 
moft  effectual. 

In  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  this  dif- 
eafe  is  ufually  termed  fivvens  or  nbbens  : 
In  Dumfries  {hire  and  Galloway  it  is  com- 
monly called  the  yaws,  from  a  refem- 
blance  which  it  is  fuppofed  to  bear  to  the 
African  and  Weft  Indian  difeafe  of  that 
name  ;  but  over  the  whole  kingdom  it  is 
known  to  be  the  venereal  difeafe.  That 
this  is  fo  is  certain  from  thole  afflict- 
ed with  it  in  every  diftricl  where  it 
has  yet  appeared  having  been  able  to 
trace  it  to  fuch  an  origin  as  left  no  room 
for  doubt,  as  well  as  from  the  fymptoms 
which  take  place  in  it  bearing  an  exact 
refemblance  to  thofe  of  the  later  itages  of 
Lues  Venerea  in  the  ordinary  form  of  the 
plifeafe,  and  from  mercury  being  the  on- 

E  e  3  ly 
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ly  remedy  upon  which  we  can  place  any 
dependence  for  a  radical  cure. 

It  never  appears,  as  I  have  elfewhere 
had  occafion  to  obferve,  in  the  form  of 
Gonorrhoea,  nor  feldom  a.t  firft  in  any 
form  upon  the  genitals,  owing  to  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  moil  frequently 
communicated.  The  infection  being  for 
the  moft  part  received  by  eating  or 
drinking  out  of  the  fame  utenfils  with 
thofe  labouring  under  the  difeafe,  it  of- 
ten appears  at  firft  in  the  throat  or  fome 
part  of  the  mouth.  In  the  mouth  the 
fores  have  the  ufual  appearances  of  vene- 
real ulcers.  This  is  likewife  the  cafe  in 
the  throat  when  the  difeafe  has  been  of 
fome  duration ;  but  at  firft,  and  often  for 
the  fpace  of  feveral  weeks,  although  the 
patient  complains  of  a  good  deal  of  unea- 
finefs  in  fwallowing,  and  of  a  conftant 
hoarfenefs,  there  is  nothing  perceived 
upon  infpe&ion  but  a  degree  of  tendernefs, 
accompanied  with  an  eryfipelatous  redneis 
of  the  amygdala*,  uvula,  and  velum  pen- 
dulum palati.   If  not  prevented,  however, 
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by  the  ufe  of  mercury,  ulcers  at  lafl  form 
upon  thefe  parts,  and  commonly  fpread 
more  quickly  than  venereal  ulcers  ufually 
do  in  other  parts  of  the  body;  infomuch 
that  the  uvula  and  amygdalae  will  fome- 
times  be  entirely  deftroyed  in  the  courfe 
of  a  few  days,  and  a  degree  of  hoarfe- 
nefs  and  lofs  of  voice  produced,  from 
which  the  patient  never  afterwards  re- 
covers. 

It  is  particularly  apt  to  affeft  the  inter- 
nal parts  of  the  nofe  ;  and  when  the  fores 
penetrate  to  the  offa  fpongiofa  thefe  foon 
become  carious,  and  come  away  in  fmall 
pieces  along  with  the  matter,  which  is  al- 
ways exceedingly  foetid.  When  not  pre- 
vented by  mercury  the  ulcers  fpread  to 
the  hard  bones  of  the  nofe,  and  from  thefe 
to  the  bones  of  the  cheeks.  In  this  man- 
ner the  whole  face  becomes  ulcerated,  for 
when  thefe  bones  are  affected  the  contigu- 
ous foft  parts  likewife  become  foon  difeaf- 
ed.  It  is  not  uncommon  for  thefe  ulcers  to 
attack  the  eye-lids. 

p  e  4  When 
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When  the  infection  is  not  received  by 
the  mouth  the  difeafe  appears  in  a  variety 
of  forms  in  different  parts  of  the  furface 
of  the  body.  When  the  virus  has  entered 
t3ie  fyftem  the  parts  upon  which  it  firil 
commonly  breaks  out  are  the  genitals,  the 
parts  contiguous  to  the  anus,  the  anterior 
parts  of  the  thighs  and  legs,  the  under 
part  of  the  abdomen,  the  breaft,  arms, 
fingers,  and  toes,  and  hairy  fcalp.  It  does 
not  fo  readily  fix  upon  the  flefhy  parts  of 
the  legs  or  thighs,  or  on  the  back.  In 
fome  the  parts  become  covered  with  an 
infinite  number  of  fmall  puftules,  and,  as 
they  are  itchy,  the  difeafe  is  at  firft  often 
miftaken  for  itch.  This  happens  the 
more  readily  from  its  prevailing  almoft 
entirely  among  the  common  people,  who, 
from  want  of  cleanlinefs,  frequently  la- 
bour under  itch  ;  and  fo  much  is  fibbens 
confined  to  this  fet  of  people,  that  except- 
ing children,  who  are  more  particularly 
expofed  to  receive  infection  from  fer-- 
vants,  thofe  in  the  higher  ranks  of  life 
are  fcarcely  ever  attacked  with  it,  at  leaft 

few 
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few  inftances  of  their  being  fo  have  fallen 
within  my  obfervation. 

This  eruption,  however,  foon  afllimes 
appearances  which  fumciently  diftinguiih 
it  from  itch.  The  fkin  upon  which  it  is 
feated  becomes  thickened  and  fomewhat 
elevated,  and  acquires  the  characteriftic 
mark  of  venereal  blotches,  a  peculiar  cop- 
per-coloured appearance. 

The  late  Doctor  Gilchrift  of  Dumfries, 
in  a  paper  upon  this  fubject,  in  the  Phy- 
iical  and  Literary  Elfays  of  Edinburgh,  re- 
marks, M  that  thefe  fcabby  eruptions  are 
often  met  with  on  the  fcalp,  forehead.,  in- 
fide  of  the  thighs,  groins,  and  parts  con- 
tiguous. Inflammation  and  excrefcences 
about  the  fundament  are  frequent;  and  it 
fometimes  appears  in  the  form  of  a  herpes 
exedens,  healing  in  one  part  and  breaking 
out  in  another." 

Some  have  fmall  tubercles,  or  hard  ele- 
vated knots  upon  the  face,  arms,  and 
oreaft,  fomewhat  refembling  fmall  pox  at 
the  height,  but  of  a  red  or  copper- colour, 
:md  accompanied  with  a  painful  degree  of 

heat. 
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heat.  If  mercury  is  given  early  thefe 
tumours  gradually  fubfide,  otherwife  they 
become  large  and  difcharge  a  foetid  vif. 
cid  matter,  which  forms  into  crufts  or 
$akes,  and,  on  their  falling  off,  the  parts 
beneath  are  red,  tender,  and  in  fome  cafes 
in  a  Hate  of  ulceration. 

Inftead  of  this  more  numerous  erup- 
tion fome  are  attacked  with  fmall  inflam- 
matory boils,  which  do  not  readily  fup- 
purate,  but  remain  for  a  considerable  time 
hard  and  of  a  copper-colour,  and  at  laft 
difcharge  a  thin  bloody  ichor.  Thefe  at 
firft  refemble  the  common  anthrax  or  car- 
buncle, but  foon  after  burfting  they  af- 
fume  all  the  appearances  of  the  true  vene^ 
real  ulcer. 

But  the  moft  character iftic  fymptom  of 
this  variety  of  fyphilis  is  a  foft  fpongy 
excrefcence,  in  fize  and  colour  refembling 
a  common  rafp,  which  is  apt  to  appear  on 
all  fuch  parts  as  either  become  ulcerated 
or  that  are  attacked  with  any  kind  of 
eruption  ;  iivven  or  fibben  being  in  many 
parts  of  the  Highlands  the  name  of  a  wild 

rafp, 
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rafp,  and  this  being  a  very  frequent 
fymptom  of  the  difeafe,  is  the  caufe  of  its 
being  diftipguimed  by  this  appellation, 
In  fome  inltances  this  fpongy  ubftance 
rifes  to  a  considerable  height,  nor  can  it 
be  kept  down  by  any  of  the  common  ef- 
charrotics  ;  for  although  entirely  remov- 
ed, if  the  virus  of  the  difeafe  be  not  era- 
dicated by  the  ufe  of  a  full  cpurfe  of  mer- 
cury, it  foon  returns  to  a  greater  extent 
than  before  ;  but  as  mercury  is  commonly 
given  as  foon  as  this  fymptom  becomes 
evidently  marked  the  excrefcence  is  fel- 
dom  fo  much  elevated  as  it  otherwife 
would  be. 

Thefe  fungous  productions  are  occa- 
sionally met  with  in  every  part  of  the  bo- 
dy ;  but  they  are  particularly  apt  to  form 
on  fuch  parts  as  have  become  tender,  whe- 
ther from  previous  eruption  or  from  the 
cuticle  having  feparated  and  come  off  from 
the  fkin  beneath ;  a  circumftance  which 
iometimes  takes  place  in  this  difeafe,  and 
when  to  any  considerable  extent,  always 
With  much  inconvenience  and  diflrefs. 

In 
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In  the  treatife  which  I  have  mentioned 
Doctor  Gilchrilt  obferves  that  this  difeafe 
does  not  attack  the  large  and  folid  bones, 
and  very  rarely  any  of  the  others.  I  have 
however  feen  feveral  inftances  of  the  con- 
trary, in  which  both  the  bones  of  the  legs 
and  arms  have  been  affected ;  and  it  is  by 
no  means  uncommon  to  find  this  difeafe 
fix  upon  the  bones  of  the  head.  I  have 
feen  it  indeed  in  every  part  of  the  body, 
and  in  every  form  under  which  Lues  Ve- 
nerea ufually  appears,  except  in  chancres 
upon  the  genitals.  I  have  feen  it  produce 
fores  refembling  chancres  upon  the  lips, 
and  on  the  nipples  of  nurfes ;  and  where 
an  infection  has  been  of  long  duration  I 
have  known  ulcers  form  \ypon  the  penis, 
but  I  have  not  known  an  inftance  of  its 
producing  chancres  either  [in  men  or  wo- 
men from  coition,  owing,  I  imagine,  to 
all  who  are  attacked  with  ulcers  upon 
thefe  parts  from  this  caufe  avoiding  ve- 
nereal intercourfes,  which  they  very  uni- 
yerfally  do  till  a  cure  is  obtained  by  a 
courfe  of  mercury  j  but  although  fibbens 
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is  not  ufually  met  with  in  the  form  of 
chancres  upon  the  penis,  this,  as  well  as 
other  parts  of  the  genitals,  are  particularly- 
apt  to  be  attacked  fuch  ulcers  as  appear 
from  the  virus  having  entered  the  confti- 
tution.  In  different  inftances  I  have  known 
the  whole  penis  and  fcrotum  deftroyed 
with  it,  but  this  has  commonly  happened 
from  the  patient  having  neglected  too 
long  to  call  for  medical  a  Alliance,  or  from 
mercury  being  given  in  too  fmall  quan- 
tities. 

Thefe  ulcers,  like  the  ufual  form  of  ve- 
nereal ulcers  proceeding  from  the  confti- 
tutional  form  of  the  difeafe,  do  not  com- 
monly produce  buboes.  This,  however, 
is  not  univerfal ;  for  buboes  fometimes 
take  place  in  fibbens,  not  only  from  the 
primary  ulcers  of  the  difeafe,  as  I  have  in 
more  than  one  inftance  perceived  in  the 
arm-pit  from  fores  produced  upon  the 
nipple  in  nurling  an  infected  child,  but 
alfo  from  thofe  which  appear  upon  the 
penis  and  other  parts  of  the  genitals  from 
the  virus  having  entered  the  fyftem,and  the 

appear- 
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appearance  of  buboes  produced  by  fibbens, 
whether  in  their  fwelled  or  ulcerated  dates, 
is  in  every  refpect  the  fame  with  that  of 
the  ordinary  form  of  venereal  bubo. 

Syphilis,  in  whatever  way  the  infection 
is  communicated,  is  readily  tranfmitted,  as 
we  have  already  had  occafion  to  fee,  from 
parents  to  the  foetus  in  utero,  and  this  is 
particularly  apt  to  happen  in  fibbens.  Sib- 
bens  therefore  proves  a  frequent  caufe  of 
abortions,  although  in  fome  inflances  chil- 
dren are  born  with  it  at  the  full  time,  and 
in  a  few  it  breaks  out  in  the  courfe  of  the 
fir  ft  month  after  delivery.  • 

In  the  treatment  of  fibbens,  as  of  every 
variety  of  Lues  V  enerea,  mercury  is  the  only 
remedy  upon  which  we  can  place  depend- 
ence. Sarfaparilla,  guaicum,  and  mezereon 
have  occafionally  proved  ufeful,  but  we 
truft  to  mercury  alone  for  a  radical  Cure. 
The  obfervations  we  have  already  had  oc- 
cafion to  offer  on  the  employment  of  mer- 
cury apply  with  equal  propriety  to  the 
treatment  of  every  fymptom  of  fibbens. 
It  is  therefore  unneceffary  to  confider  the 
fubjecl  farther  at  prefent ;  but  while  we 

refer 
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refer  for  this  purpofe  to  different  parts  of 
the  preceding  fections,  I  think  it  right  to 
obferve,  that  a  greater  quantity  of  mer- 
cury is  in  moft  inftances  required  for  the 
cure  of  libbens  than  we  ufually  find  to  be 
neceflary  in  the  ordinary  form  of  the  dif- 
eafe.  Relief  is  obtained  with  perhaps 
equal  eafe,  and  a  ftop  may  be  put  to  the 
farther  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  by  the  fame 
quantity  that  we  employ  for  the  common 
fymptoms  of  pox,  but  it  is  more  apt  to  re- 
turn if  the  medicine  be  not  given  in  larger 
quantities,  and  continued  for  a  confider- 
able  time  after  every  appearance  of  infec- 
tion is  removed.  When  the  difeafe  has 
been  of  long  duration  mercury  ought  to 
be  continued  for  feven  or  eight  weeks 
after  every  fymptom  has  difappeared. 

A  practitioner  of  experience  and  obfer-* 
vation,  and  who  had  many  opportunities 
of  feeing  every  fymptom  of  libbens,  in- 
formed me  that  mercurius  fublimatus  cor- 
rolivus  frequently  proves  fuccefsful  in  the 
cure  of  the  more  inveterate  fymptoms  of 
the  difeafe  when  the  milder  preparations 

of 
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of  mercury  fail.  He  gave  it  in  the  form 
of  drops.  Sixteen  grains  were  diffolved 
in  an  ounce  of  water  with  the  addition  of 
eight  grains  of  crude  fal  ammoniac,  and 
of  this  ten  drops  were  given  three  or  four 
times  a-day. 

When  ulcers  in  the  throat  and  other 
parts  do  not  readily  yield  to  the  ufe  of 
mercury  we  have  recourfe  to  cauflic  and 
efcharrotics,  and  they  prove  equally  ufeful 
here  as  in  every  variety  of  fore  pro- 
ceeding from  Lues  Venerea.  In  various 
inftances  they  have  been  rendered  clean 
and  brought  into  a  healing  condition  by 
fumigating  with  cinnabar,  when  they  had 
previoufly  refilled  every  other  remedy. 

The  public,  however,  are  equally  inte- 
refted  in  the  prevention  of  this  difeafe  as 
in  the  cure  of  it,  particularly  in  thofe 
districts  where  it  has  long  prevailed,  and 
with  proper  attention  there  is  much  rea- 
fon  to  fuppofe  that  it  might  foon  be  era- 
dicated. In  fome  parts  of  Scotland  this 
has  already  indeed  been  accomplifhed,  and 
the  means  by  which  it  has  been  done  are 

fimple 
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limple,  and  ealily  practifed.  They  confift 
entirely  in  a  due  attention  to  cleanlinefs 
and  in  preventing  nurfes  and  other  fer- 
vants  from  being  employed  where  there 
is  the  leaft  reafon  to  imagine  that  they  are 
infected.  In  the  choice  of  a  nurfe  this  is 
a  point  of  the  utmolt  importance ;  for 
in  fibbens,  as  iif  every  form  of  fyphi- 
lis,  I  have  had  many  proofs  of  the  difeafe 
being  communicated  by  the  milk  alone, 
and  as  this  is  almoft  the  only  way  by 
which  it  has  found  accefs  to  families  of 
rank,  they  are  particularly  interefled  in 
preventing  it. 

The  chief  difficulty  which  occurs  to  the 
prevention  of  this  difeafe  proceeds  from 
thofe  who  ought  moil  anxioufly  to  wifh 
for  it.  The  infected  are  fo  much  afraid 
of  a  difcovery  being  to  injure  their  re- 
putation that  they  do  all  in  their  power 
to  conceal  it,  by  which  they  are  often  pre- 
vented from  taking  mercury  in  that  com- 
plete manner  by  which  alone  a  cure  can 
be  accomplished.  I  know,  however,  that 
this  anxiety  for  concealment  may  be  re- 

Vol.  II.  F  f  movedj 
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moved,  and,  with  proper  attention,  that 
thofe  poor  people  who  otherwife  would 
fall  victims  to  the  baneful  effects  of  the 
difeafe  may  be  eafily  induced  to  apply 
for  medical  affiftance.  The  clergy  have 
this  fo  much  in  their  power,  that  through 
their  interference  the  fibbens  might  foon 
be  eradicated.  In  one  parim  this  was  ac- 
tually done.  The  difeafe  had  fpread  to 
fuch  an  alarming  height  that  more  than 
three-fourths  of  the  inhabitants  were  in- 
fected, and  many  of  the  more  delicate,  par- 
ticularly young  children  and  females,  died 
under  it.  This  had  gone  on  for  many 
years,  when  by  the  exertions  of  the  cler- 
gyman of  the  parifh  it  was  entirely  re- 
moved in  the  courfe  of  a  fliort  time.  He 
went  perfonally  to  every  individual  of  his 
parifh  and  convinced  them  of  the  pro- 
priety of  applying  for  medical  afliftance 
immediately  on  the  difeafe  breaking  out, 
which  they  agreed  to  the  more  readily 
from  their  being  fenfible  that  all  of  them 
had  got  the  difeafe  in  the  moft  innocent 
manner.  In  this  way  it  was  foon  carried  off, 

and 
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and  by  due  attention  to  cleanlinefs,  and 
avoiding  all  kind  of  intercourfe  with  thofe 
who  they  fufpected  to  labour  under  it,  the 
difeafe  has  now  for  a  conuderabletime  been 
entirely  fubdued.  This  has  in  fome  de- 
gree  indeed  been  the  cafe  in  every  diftricl 
of  Scotland  where  flbbens  ever  prevailed. 
In  fome  fituations  it  has  been  nearly 
eradicated,  and  in  none  is  it  now  fo  fre- 
quent as  it  was  fome  years  ago.  There 
is  much  caule  therefore  to  hope  that  by 
the  fuperior  attention  to  cleanlinefs,  which 
of  late  years  has  prevailed  among  our  com- 
mon people,  it  will  foon  become  every 
where  unknown. 

If  the  difeafe  as  it  prevails  in  Canada  is 
the  fame  with  the  hbbens  of  Scotland, 
and  from  all  that  I  have  heard  of  it  there 
is  no  caufe  to  doubt  of  its  being  fo,  the 
fame  method  of  cure  will  prove  effectual, 
and  the  fame  means  of  prevention  muft 
be  obfervedi 
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SECTION  VIII. 

Of  Prophylaxies  in  Lues  Venerea. 

1 1 10  prevent  infection  is  an  object  of  the 
firft  importance  in  all  difeafes,  but 
there  is  none  in  which  our  endeavours 
have  proved  lefs  fuccefsful  than  in  this. 
As  the  pleafures  and  fafety  of  mankind  are 
both  interefted,  Prophylactics  in  Lues  Ve- 
nerea have  long  been  an  object  of  atten- 
tion ;  but  hitherto,  notwithstanding  all  the 
boafted  fpecifics  with  which  every  king- 
dom of  Europe  abounds,  nothing  has  been 
difcovered  upon  which  any  dependence 
can  be  placed. 

At  firft  view  one  would  not  doubt  of 
ablution  alone  proving  fufEcient  for  pre- 
venting infection.    As  the  parts  to  which 
the  matter  of  infection  is  applied  are  alto- 
gether 
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gether  external,  and  as  a  confiderable 
length  of  time  commonly  elapfes  before  any 
-effects  are  produced  by  it,  we  might  with 
confidence  expect  that  bathing  the  parts 
in  warm  water,  or  any  other  liquid,  could 
fcarcely  fail  of  removing  the  contagious 
matter.  This,  however,  is  not  the  cafe ; 
for  although  fome  advantage  may  occa- 
sionally be  derived  from  careful  ablution 
we  have  daily  proofs  of  its  failure,  even 
when  practifed  with  all  manner  of  atten- 
tion. 

This  muft  probably  arife  from  the  virus 
being  either  exceedingly  fubtile,  or  fo  very 
adhelive  that  it  cannot  be  feparated  from 
parts  to  which  it  has  found  accefs  by  any 
means  that  have  as  yet  been  employed. 
In  this  view,  therefore,  two  objects  pre- 
fent  themfelves.  Any  application  to  be 
made  ufe  of  mould  not  only  be  of  a  very 
penetrating  nature,  but  capable  of  de- 
ftroying  that  connection  by  which  the  vi- 
rus is  thus  made  to  adhere  to  the  parts  to 
which  it  is  applied.  I  alfo  think  it  pro- 
bable that  fome  advantage  may  be  derived 
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from  combining  mercury  with  whatever 
is  belt  adapted  to  thefe  ptirpofes.  By  act- 
ing as  an  antidote  it  may  ferve  to  deftroy 
fuch  parts  of  the  venereal  poifon  as  the 
others  have  not  been  able  to  remove. 

Crude  mercury,  triturated  with  honey 
and  with  turpentine,  and  mixed  with  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  water,  has  been  ufed 
as  a  warn  for  this  purpofe ;  but  the  moft 
convenient  way  of  employing  mercury 
here  is  in  the  form  of  a  watery  folution 
of  corrofive  fublimate.  It  may  be  ufed  of 
various  degrees  of  flrength,  from  the 
quantity  of  one  grain  to  three  grains  of 
mercury  in  the  ounce  of  water.  More 
than  this  proves  irritating  and  corrofive. 

As  it  is  probable  that  the  virus  proves 
more  adherlve  than  it  other  wife  would  be 
by  combining  with  the  mucus  of  the  parts 
to  which  it  is  applied,  all  fuch  articles  as 
prove  folvents  of  mucus,  or  that  in  a 
more  particular  manner  deftroy  its  tena- 
city, may  with  propriety  be  employed  in 
the  compofition  of  an  antifyphilitic  warn. 

Upon 
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Upon  this  principle  lime-water  may  be 
ufed  with  advantage ;  alfo  the  cauftic 
fixed  alkali,  and  even  the  cauftic  volatile 
alkali  fo  diluted  with  water  as  to  admit 
of  their  being  applied  with  fafety. 

No  harm  can  enfue  from  the  external 
ufe  of  any  of  thefe  articles  in  the  form  of 
a  wafh,  and  more  advantage,  I  have  reafon 
to  think,  may  be  derived  from  them  than 
is  commonly  obtained  from  the  ufe  of 
thofe  fecret  fpecifics  which  the  interefl  of 
individuals  and  credulity  of  our  young 
people  have  occasionally  brought  into  no- 
tice. I  think  it  right,  however,  again  to 
remark,  that  none  of  them  can  with  cer- 
tainty be  relied  upon,  and  that  in  no  in- 
fiance  ought  any  of  them  to  be  injected 
into  the  urethra,  as  preventatives  of  Gon- 
orrhoea. When  the  difeafe  has  actually 
taken  place,  they  may,  when  much  dilut- 
ed, be  ufed  with  freedom ;  but  they  can- 
not be  employed  but  with  much  rifle  of 
inducing  inflammation  when  of  fuch  a 
flrength  as  can  have  any  influence  in  dis- 
lodging the  virus,  by  difTolving  or  de- 
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ftroying  the  mucus  with,  which  it  is  com- 
bined. Whether  thefe  fpecifics  to  which 
I  allude  have  any  of  the  articles  which  I 
have  mentioned  for  their  bans  or  not  1 
cannot  determine,  but  when  ufed  as  injec- 
tions they  often  do  much  harm  by  excit- 
ing pain,  and  fuch  a  conftant  inclination 
10  pafs  urine  as  proves  exceedingly  di£- 
rre  fsful. 


SECTION  IX. 


Of  Lues  Venerea  as  inducing  other  Difcofes* 

A  S  the  virus  of  fyphilis  is  often  diffi- 
cult  to  eradicate,  and  the  difeafe  be- 
ing frequently  known  to  break  out  again 
long  after  a  cure  has  been  fuppofed  to  be 
accomplifhed,  the  fears  of  patients  have 
induced  them  to  ililpect  that  it  cannot 
with  any  certainty  be  removed  afcer  hav- 
ing appeared  as  a  general  difeafe  of  the 

fyftem. 
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fyftem,  and  even  to  confider  it  as  the 
caufe  of  many  other  difeafes. 

Even  practitioners  have  been  divided 
in  their  opinions  upon  this.  The  refult 
of  my  obfervation  has  already  been  given 
on  the  power  of  mercury  in  curing  the 
difeafe.  In  fection  fourth  of  this  chap- 
ter I  have  endeavoured  to  mow  that 
where  failures  have  happened  they  muft 
in  a  great  meafure  have  arifen  either  from 
the  mifconduct  of  patients  when  under 
mercury  or  from  too  fmall  a  quantity  of 
the  remedy  being  given.  But  while  I  am 
clearly  of  this  opinion  I  at  the  fame 
time  think  that  Lues  Venerea  is  often  the 
caufe  of  other  difeafes,  which  frequently 
prove  fatal  from  want  of  a  proper  ap- 
plication of  mercury3  by  which  a  cure 
of  all  of  them  might  be  eafily  obtained. 

In  the  preceding  parts  of  this  work  a 
defcription  is  given  of  all  the  ordinary 
fymptoms  of  Lues  Venerea,  and  of  the 
method  of  treatment  appropriated  to  each ; 
but  if  the  opinion  which  I  am  now  endea- 
vouring to  fupport  is  well  founded,  this 

difeafe. 
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difeafe,  it  is  evident,  muft  occafionally  ap- 
pear under  other  forms. 

We  have  already  had  occafion  to  ob- 
ferve  that  Lues  Venerea,  when  not  inter- 
rupted in  its  courfe  by  the  ufe  of  mer- 
cury, ufually  makes  a  certain  progrefs,  and 
that  the  fymptoms  make  their  appearance 
with  fome  regularity  :  But  when  merr- 
cury  is  employed,  and  not  given  in  quan- 
tities fufficient  for  eradicating  the  virus, 
although  all  the  fymptoms  may  thereby 
be  fufpended,  the  difeafe  will  certainly 
appear  either  in  the  fame  or  fome  other 
form  at  fome  future  period.  In  this  cafe 
the  difeafe  generally  mows  itfelf  by  one 
or  other  of  the  fymptoms  that  have  been 
defcribed,  but  occafionally  we  meet  with 
it  under  a  variety  of  other  appearances ; 
the  virus,  inftead  of  producing  the  ordi- 
nary fymptoms  of  Lues  Venerea,  tending 
rather  to  induce  other  difeafes. 

This  I  know  is  denied  by  many,  who 
allege  that  fyphilis  is  never  productive  of 
other  difeafes  ;  but  I  have  met  with  it  in 
fuch  a  number  of  inftances,  and  thele  fo 

evi- 
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evidently  marked,  that  I  confider  the  fact 
as  certain.    The  virus  of  fyphilis  will  not 
produce  any  difeafe  that  depends  upon  a 
ipecific    contagion,   fuch    as  fmall-pox, 
meafles,  itch,  and  fome  others,  but  I  have 
much  reafon  to  think  that  a  great  variety  of 
other  difeafes  are  induced  by  it.    It  may 
be  afked  in  what  mamier  can  fyphilis  act 
in  producing  other  difeafes,  and  what 
evidence  can  be  given  of  its  ever  having 
done  fo  ?  In  anfwer  to  this  I  may  obferve, 
that  it  is  often  difficult,  and  fometimes 
impoffible,  to  explain  the  action  of  caufes 
in  producing  difeafes.    We  may  eafrly, 
however,   fuppofe,   where  the  virus  of 
fyphilis  exifts  in  the  fyftem,  but  not  in 
mfficient  force  to  fhew  itfelf  by  the  ufual 
and  more  obvious  fymptoms  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  that  it  may,  however,   ill  various 
inftances  be  capable  of  exciting  a  great 
deal  of  derangement,  and  even  many  dif- 
eafes which  otherwife  might   not  take 
place,  and  that  it  will  more  efpecially  be 
apt  to  produce  thofe  difeafes  to  which  the 
ronftitution  is  predifpofed,  or  thofe  to 

,  which 
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which  the  patient  is  rendered  liable  by  ex- 
posure to  particular  occafional  caufes.  If 
the  virus  can  exift  in  the  fyftem  for  a 
confiderable  length  of  time  without  mew- 
ing any  external  mark  |of  difeafe,  and  of 
this  few  I  believe  will  doubt,  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive  that  it  mould  not  produce  both 
general  derangement  and  particular  or- 
ganic affections  ;  and  accordingly  I  be- 
lieve that  it  more  frequently  does  fo  than 
we  are  ufually  led  to  imagine.  The  evi- 
dence which  I  could  give  of  this  would  be 
exceedingly  ample,  as  I  could  relate  a  very 
extenfive  collection  of  cafes  in  a  great  va- 
riety of  difeafes  in  which  it  actually  hap- 
pened ;  but  the  extent  of  this  publication 
renders  it  neceffary  to  confine  the  proofs 
of  it  within  narrower  limits.  The  dif- 
eafes induced  by  the  venereal  virus,  of 
which  I  fhall  give  inftances,  are  pthifis, 
afthma,  rheumatifm,  dropfy,  head-ach, 
epilepfy,  and  mania. 

In  the  month  of  October  1783  I  was 
defired  to  vifit  a  gentleman  at  fome  dif- 
tance  from  town,  with  an  extenfive  foul 

ulcer 
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ulcer  upon  his  left  fhoulder.  This  was 
mentioned  as  the  moft  material  part  of  his 
diftrefs  ;  but  I  alfo  found  that  he  had  for 
leveral  months  laboured  under  all  the 
moft  alarming  fymptoms  of  pthifis,  fuch 
as  fevere  cougji,  fpitting  of  purulent  mat- 
ter, pains  in  the  breaft  and  fides,  night 
fweats,  quick  pulfe,  and  an  emaciated 
ftate  of  body.  Thefe  fymptoms,  however, 
did  not  excite  the  attention  of  the  patient 
nor  of  his  friends  fo  much  as  the  ulcer 
upon  his  moulder,  which,  from  the  great 
quantity  of  matter  which  it  difcharged, 
and  the  great  length  of  time  which  it  had 
endured,  was  confidered  as  the  caufe  of 
his  weaknefs  as  well  as  of  all  the  other 
fymptoms. 

The  appearance  of  the  fore  giving  caufe 
to  think  that  it  might  be  venereal,  I  men- 
tioned this  to  the  furgeon  in  attendance, 
as  well  as  to  my  patient,  with  a  view  to 
difcover  whether  from  the  hiftory  of  the 
cafe,  and  from  his  previous  courfe  of  life 
there  was  any  ground  for  fufpicion.  The 
unfwer  which  I  received  to  this  inquiry 
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was,  that  foon  after  the  firfl  appearance 
of  this  ulcer,  about  three  years  before  the 
time  of  my  being  confulted,  an  ulcer  had 
appeared  in  his  throat,  accompanied  with 
fbme  other  fymptoms  of  fyphilis.    For  the 
removal  of  thefe  he  had  been  put  under  a 
long  courfe  of  mercury,  which  had  pro- 
ved fuccefsful ;  and  as  he  had  not  nnce 
that  period  run  any  rifle  of  being  infect- 
ed he  did  not  fuppofe  it  poflible  that  the 
ulcer  upon  his  moulder,  or  any  of  his 
other  fymptoms,  could  be  venereal.  Hav- 
ing found,  however,  that  the  mercury, 
although  long  continued,  had  never  been 
given  in  greater  quantities  than  to  render 
the  mouth  moderately  fore,  and  that  for 
a  considerable  time  an  eruption  refem- 
bling  venereal  blotches  had  prevailed  over 
his  bread  and  arms,  I  did  not  hefitate  to 
fay  that  the  infection  had  not  been  eradi- 
cated, and  that  he  ought  immediately  to 
enter  upon  a  full  courfe  of  mercury. 

The  chief  objection  to  this  was  the  de- 
bilitated flate  of  our  patient,  and  the 
quicknefs  of  pulfe,  with  other  fymptoms 

of 
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of  fever,  which  prevailed  in  a  very  confi- 
derable  degree,  the  pulfe  at  this  time  beat- 
ing upwards  of  130  in  a  minute.  Even 
thefe  connderations,  however,  did  not  de- 
ter me  from  advifing  the  ufe  of  mercury  ; 
having  even  at  that  time  feen  more  than 
one  cafe  of  a  fimilar  nature,  where  the  lungs 
were  evidently  affected,  and  in  which  a 
cure  was  obtained  by  mercury ;  and 
judging  from  the  whole  hiftory  of  the 
cafe  that  the  pthincal  fymptoms  might 
be  kept  up  by  the  fyphilitic  virus,  I  ob- 
ferved  to  my  patient,  that  if  my  conjec- 
ture was  well  founded,  thefe  fymptoms,  as 
well  as  the  others,  would  gradually  abate 
on  the  mercury  taking  effect.  I  alfo  faid 
to  his  friends,  that  in  fuch  circumftances 
the  mercury  could  not  add  much  to  his 
hazard,  however  feverely  it  might  ope- 
rate ;  the  nature  and  feverity  of  his  fymp- 
toms being  fuch  as  gave  no  caufe  to  ima- 
gine that  he  could  live  above  a  few  weeks 
if  fome  unexpected  alteration  did  not  take 
place. 

The 
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The  patient  himfelf  having  readily  ac- 
quiefced  a  courfe  of  mercury  was  imme- 
diately prefcribed.    At  fir  ft  he  rubbed  in 
a  drachm  of  ftrong  mercurial  ointment 
every  evening.    This  came  to  be  repeated 
morning  and  evening  ;  and  as  his  cough 
and  fever  were  not  increafed  by  it,  and 
the  ftate  of  his  mouth  enabling  him  to 
bear  it,  the  quantity  at  each  application 
was  encreafed  at  the  end  of  eight  days  to 
a  drachm  and  a  half.  The  ulcer  was  dreffed 
with  common  wax-ointment.    About  the 
end  of  a  fortnight  it  became  clean,  which 
it  had  never  before  been,  and  anv  uneafi- 
nefs  with  which  it  had  previoufly  been 
accompanied  was  now  removed.  The 
blotches  upon  his  fkin  had  begun  to  yield* 
and  even  the  febrile  fyrhptoms,  inflead  of 
being  increafed  by  the  mercury,  were 
fomewhat  abated.     His  mouth  became 
exceedingly  fore ;  but  although  a  good 
deal  of  falivation  was  excited  the  fame 
quantity  of  mercury  was  continued.  This 
I  was  induced  to  infill  upon  from  our 
having  now  very  fatisfactory  evidence  of 

all 
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all  his  fymptoms  being  venereal,  for  even 
the  cough  and  purulent  expectoration  be- 
came moderate  in  proportion  to  the  quan- 
tity of  mercury  that  was  exhibited.  By  the 
end  of  the  fixth  week  the  cough  was  nearly 
gone ;  the  blotches  were  almolt  entirely 
removed  ;  the  ulcer  continued  perfectly 
clean  and  much  contracted,  and  his  pulfe 
did  not  now  beat  above  ninety  ftrokes  in 
a  minute. 

In  the  courfe  of  a  fortnight  from  this 
time,  that  is,  after  he  had  taken  mercury 
for  the  fpace  of  eight  weeks,  fcarcely  any 
remains  of  the  blotches  could  be  perceiv- 
ed :  The  fore  was  reduced  to  the  fourth 
part  of  its  original  extent ;  but  about  this 
period  it  became  nearly  ftationary,  for 
which  it  was  touched  every  fecond  or 
third  day  with  lunar  cauftic.  At  the  end 
of  another  fortnight  it  was  completely  ci- 
catrifed ;  but  the  infection  having  been 
of  long  duration,  1  judged  it  proper  to 
continue  the  mercury  three  weeks  longer, 
being  thirteen  weeks  in  all.  He  had  now 
been  many  weeks  entirely  free  of  cougI\ 
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His  pulfe  was  about  its  natural  fhmdard ; 
and  as  he  had  been  allowed  nourihYmg 
diet  during  the  whole  courfe,  he  was  even 
confiderably  improved  in  appearance  and 
flrength.  By  the  beginning  of  the  enfu- 
ing  fummer  he  was  equally  ftrong  as 
he  had  ever  been  at  any  period,  and  when 
I  lad  favv  him,  about  three  years  ago,  he 
had  continued  entirely  free  both  of  Lues 
Venerea  and  pthifis. 

In  the  beginning  of  January  1784  I  was 
defired  to  viflt  a  patient  newly  come  to 
town,  with  fores  on  different  parts  of  his 
body  and  limbs,  and  he  had  alfo  for  a 
confiderable  time  been  diitreffed  with 
afllima.  It  was  chiefly  however  for  the 
fores  that  he  applied  for  advice,  as  he  had 
been  led  to  confider  afthma  as  a  difeafe 
for  which  there  was  no  remedy.  There 
was  one  large  ulcer  immediately  above 
the  great  trochanter  of  the  right  thigh ; 
one  upon  the  middle  and  moft  prominent 
part  of  each  leg,  both  of  which  penetrated 
to  the  tibia ;  one  upon  the  breafl,  where 
the  fternum  appeared  to  be  thickened,  al- 
though 
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though  not  carious ;  one  upon  the  right 
fide,  upon  the  feventh  and  eighth  ribs ; 
and  a  fmall  finous  ulcer  upon  the  middle 
and  outnde  of  the  right  arm,  which,  upon 
probing,  was  found  to  run  to  the  furface 
of  the  ulna,  which  was  rough  for  the  fpace 
of  an  inch.  Befides  thefe  there  were  feve- 
ral  fmall  ulcers  upon  the  toes  of  both  feet. 
Thefe,  as  well  as  the  others,  were  all  foul, 
and  difcharged  a  thin,  foetid  matter ;  and 
being  accompanied  with  that  eryfipelatous 
kind  of  rednefs  which  frequently  fur- 
rounds  the  margins  of  venereal  ulcers,  I  was 
thereby  led  to  fufpeel  them  to  be  of  a  vene- 
real nature.  The  patient  mentioned, as  rea- 
fons  for  thinking  that  I  was  miflaken,  that 
thefe  ulcers  were  now  of  feven  years  con- 
tinuance, and  on  the  fufpicion  of  their 
being  venereal  that  he  had  taken  mercury 
to  a  conhderable  extent  at  three  different 
times,  each  courfe  having  been  continued 
for  nine  or  ten  weeks ;  and  although  he 
had  from  all  the  three  derived  benefit, 
that  none  of  the  fores  had  healed  by  the 
effects  of  any  of  them,  and  that  fome  of 
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them  had  even  become  worfe  foon  after 
the  la  it  courfe  of  mercury  was  left  off. 
The  afthmatic  fymptoms  were  now  of  five 
years  duration.  They  began  without  any 
obvious  caufe,  and  had  gradually  become 
more  violent,  nor  had  any  remedy  that 
had  been  employed  for  them  given  him 
relief,  excepting  opium,  and  even  this  was 
merely  temporary.  Befides  a  conftant 
difficult  breathing,  he  was  liable  to  perio- 
dical attacks  of  a  more  fevere  nature,  which 
occafionally  came  to  fuch  a  height  as  to 
endanger  fuffbeation.  Thefe  occurred 
moft  frequently  during  fleep,  and,  for  the 
moft  part,  with  much  regularity,  about 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

The  patient,  who  was  now  about  forty- 
five  years  of  age,  acknowledged  that  in 
his  earlier  years  he  had  fufFered  much 
from  Lues  Venerea,  but  having  been  led 
to  fuppofe  that  he  had  already  taken  more 
mercury  than  was  necefTary,  it  was  with 
difficulty  that  I  perfuaded  him  to  enter 
upon  a  farther  courfe  of  it.  The  more, 
however,  that  I  heard  of  the  rife  and  pro- 
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grefs  of  his  complaints  the  more  I  was 
convinced  of  their  being  venereal  ;  for 
bendes  the  appearances  of  the  fores  which 
I  have  mentioned,  1  found  upon  enquiry 
that  he  had  never  taken  a  full  courfe  of 
mercury,  for  although  it  had  always  ren- 
dered his  gums  fore,  he  had  never  ufed  it 
in  fuch  quantities  as  to  require  confine- 
ment. Neither  had  any  of  the  attempts 
which  had  been  made  to  cure  the  fores  by 
external  applications  proved  fuccefsful.  A 
great  variety  had  been  employed,  but  al- 
though fome  of  thefe  had  rendered  them 
more  clean  than  they  had  been  before, 
and  procured  a  difcharge  of  better  matter, 
no  permanent  advantage  had  been  derived 
from  any  of  them. 

Thefe  considerations  determined  me  to 
give  a  decinve  opinion  on  the  propriety 
of  his  taking  mercury  in  larger  quanti- 
ties than  he  had  ever  as  yet  done.  This 
induced  him  to  agree  to  it,  and  he  enter- 
ed upon  the  courfe  on  the  14th  of  Janu- 
ary. At  firft  he  rubbed  in  a  drachm  of 
mercurial  ointment  every  night,  and  took 
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one  of  the  blue  pills  evening  and  morn- 
ing. In  the  courfe  of  eight  days  he  ufed 
two  drachms  of  the  ointment  daily,  and 
the  fame  number  of  pills  were  conti- 
nued till  his  mouth  became  exceedingly 
fore,  and  a  good  deal  of  falivation  induced, 
which  happened  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight. 
At  this  period  the  pills  were  left  off,  and 
only  a  drachm  of  the  ointment  employed 
daily.  The  common  wax  ointment  was 
applied  to  the  fores,  and  renewed  morning 
and  evening. 

Till  he  entered  upon  this  courfe  the 
i ..res  had  at  all  times  given  him  much  un- 
eafinefs.  They  had  never  produced  acute 
pain,  but  they  were  accompanied  with  an 
uneafy,  itchy  fenfation,  which  frequently 
deprived  him  entirely  of  reft.  Before  the 
end  of  the  third  week  this  was  completely 
removed ;  the  fores  were  become  clean, 
and  the  difcharge  of  a  better  confiftence ; 
at  the  fame  time  that  his  afthmatic  fymp- 
toms  were  by  no  means  fo  fevere.  As  by- 
this  he  was  convinced  of  the  propriety  of 
the  courfe  of  mercury  he  readily  fubmjt- 

ted 
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ted  to  the  diftrefs  and  inconveniency 
which  it  produced,  and  kept  his  mouth 
fully  affected  during  the  whole  time  of  it. 
By  the  beginning  of  March,  that  is,  after 
having  taken  mercury  for  nearly  feven 
weeks,  all  the  fores  were  entirely  heal  ex- 
cepting that  upon  the  outride  of  the  thigh 
and  thofe  upon  the  legs.  Even  thefe  were  . 
much  diminilhed,  and  the  cure  in  all  the 
three  feemed  to  be  retarded  only  by  the 
ftate  of  the  bones  beneath,  which  were 
found  to  be  denuded  of  the  periofteum, 
and  even  in  fome  parts  rough.  Thcfe,  as 
well  as  the  others,  had  been  dreffed  with 
mild  wax  ointment  from  the  firft,  and  ex- 
cepting the  laying  open  the'finus  upon  the 
fore  arm,  no  farther  attention  had  been 
given  to  any  of  them.  He  now  breathed 
ealily,  and  had  not  experienced  any  fevere 
fit  of  afthma  from  the  time  that  his  mouth 
became  firft  fully  affected  with  the  mercury. 

The  courfe  was  carried  on  in  the  fame 
degree  to  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  week, 
when  judging  from  the  quantity  of  mer- 
cury employed,  and  the  regular  manner 
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in  which  it  had  been  taken,  that  the  vi- 
rus by  which  his  difeafe  feemed  to  have 
been   produced  muft   be    eradicated,  1 
caufed  him  leave  it  off.    The  afthma  was 
entirely  gone,  and  all  the  fores  continued 
firm  and  well,  excepting  the  three  I  have 
mentioned.     I  now  fuppofed,  however, 
that  thefe  were  kept  up  entirely  by  the 
carious  b0nes  on  which  they  were  feated ; 
and  as  a  cure  could  not  be  looked  for  till 
the  difeafed  parts  exfoliated,  and  as  this 
might  probably  be  tedious,  I  advifed  him, 
as  foon  as  he  could  with  fafety  venture 
upon  a  journey,  to  go  home,  and  to  do 
nothing  with  a  view  to  the  fores  but 
dremng   regularly  with  red  precipitate 
ointment  in  order  to  prevent  the  growth 
of  a  fungus,  with  which  all  the  three  were 
covered.    This,  with  the  occafional  ufe 
of  calcined  allum,  prevented  the  fungus 
from  being  coniiderable;  but  it  was  not 
till  a  year  had  elapfed  that  any  of  the  fores 
healed.    About  this  period  an  extenfive 
exfoliation  appeared  to  be  coming  away 
from  the  tibia  of  the  right  leg.  He  now  came 

to 
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town,  and  by  cutting  into  it  I  got  it  eafily 
out,  and  the  fore  healed  in  a  fortnight.  The 
fore  on  the  other  leg  healed  in  a  fimilar 
manner  at  the  end  of  three  or  four  months 
after  a  final  fpiculated  portion  of  the  tibia 
had  come  away,  but  the  ulcer  upon  the 
trochanter  has  not  healed.  Several  fmall 
pieces  of  bone  have  from  time  to  time 
come  away,  but  I  conclude  that  more  mnft 
be  thrown  out  before  a  firm  cicatrix  will 
form;  for  although  now  reduced  to  the 
appearance  of  a  narrow  finus,  which  fre- 
quently heals,  it  always  burft  out  again. 
It  is  not,  however,  productive  of  much 
inconvenience  ;  and  on  account  of  the  fi- 
tuation  of  the  bone,  I  think  it  better  to 
trufh  to  time  alone  than  by  means  of  any 
operation  to  attempt  to  promote  the  ex- 
foliation of  the  difeafed  parts.  No  return 
of  afthma  has  taken  place,  and  he  is  now 
in  good  health. 

In  the  month  of  May  1789  I  was  de- 
fired  to  vifit  a  patient,  by  trade  a  brewer,' 
aged  forty,  and  very  corpulent.    For  fe- 
yeral  years  he  had  been  liable  to  periodi- 
cal 
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cal  returns  of  afthma,  and  during  all  that 
period  his  breathing  had  been  difficult, 
infumuch  that  he  had  for  the  rnofl  part 
been  obliged  to  fleep  nearly  in  an  t  reel 
polture.  He  had  been  liaole  to  frequent 
and  very  diftrefsful  palpitation  of  dhe 
heart,and  hispulfe  was  at  all  times  frequent 
and  irregular.  Other  practitioners  had 
previoully  been  called,  and,  as  is  ufual  in 
fuch  cafes,  different  opinions  were  formed 
of  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe.  By  fome  it  was 
confidered  as  gout ;  others  judged  it  to  pro- 
ceed from  hydrops  pectoris,  while  by  fome 
it  was  fuppofed  to  conftitute  what  of  latehas 
been  termed  angina  pectoris.  The  patient; 
himfelf,  however,  was  of  opinion,  that  all  his 
fymptoms  originated  from  what  he  termed 
an  ill-cured  pox.  He  informed  me  that  in 
his  earlier  years  he  had  fuffered  much 
from  frequent  attacks  of  fyphilis,  and 
not  having  taken  mercury  in  a  regular 
manner;  particularly  from  the  Lift  attack, 
and  to  which  this  affection  of  his  breath- 
ing had  fucceeded :  From  this  he  was  con- 
vinced 
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vinced  that  the  virus  had  not  been  eradi- 
cated. 

No  evident  fymptom  of  Lues  Venerea, 
however,  could  be  difcovered  ;  fo  that  I 
could  not  venture  to  advife  a  courfe  of 
mercury  as  my  patient  wifhed  me  to  do. 
Purgatives,  diuretics,  and  blifters,  were  re- 
peatedly employed, but  with  no  advantage; 
and  fome  relief  being  derived  from  opiates, 
he  was  at  laft  induced  to  trufl  entirely  to 
a  large  dofe  of  laudanum  taken  at  bed- 
time and  a  leffer  dofe  in  the  morning.  In 
this  fituation  I  left  him  in  the  month  of 
September,  nor  had  I  again  occahon  to 
fee  him  till  the  month  of  April  1790, 
when  I  was  called  on  confultation  with 
the  furgeon  of  the  family  for  an  ulcer 
which  two  months  before  had  appeared 
upon  the  right  fide  of  the  nofe.    At  flrft 
this  ulceration  was  fo  inconfiderable  as 
fcarcely  to  excite  his  attention  ;  but,  as  it 
foon  began  to  fpread,  various  applications 
were  employed,  from  the  mildeft  to  the 
ftrongeft  efcharrotics  ;  but  although  thefe? 
with  the  occafional  ufe  of  lunar  cauftic, 
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had  proved  ufeful,  by  preventing  the 
growth  of  fungus  which  had  previoufly 
prevailed,  ftill  the  fore  continued  to  ex- 
tend, and  at  this  time  had  fpread  to  the 
oppohte  fide  of  the  nofe.  Upon  inquiry 
I  found  that  in  the  month  of  November, 
fome  days  after  expofure  to  infection,  a 
chancre  had  appeared  upon  the  glans  pe- 
nis ;  but  as  it  healed  by  being  twice  touch- 
ed with  cauflic,  and  which  he  had  done 
without  the  knowledge  of  his  furgeon,  he 
had  not  thought  it  necefTary  to  enter  upon 
the  ufe  of  mercury. 

At  this  time  the  difficulty  of  breathing 
and  diftrefsful  palpitation  of  the  heart 
were  more  fevere  than  they  had  ever  been 
at  any  period  ;  but  the  account  which  I 
had  received  of  this  recent  infection,  the 
progrefs  which  the  ulcer  was  daily  mak- 
ing, and  the  inefficacy  which  had  already 
been  experienced  of  local  applications,  de- 
termined me  to  advife  an  immediate  and 
full  courfe  of  mercury.  Being  informed 
that  mercury  did  not  readily  affect  him, 
fcoth  the  internal  and  external  ufe  of  it 

was 
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was  advifed :  fo  that  in  the  courfe  of  ten 
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days  his  mouth  was  rendered  as  fore  as 
he  could  pombly  bear  it,  and  he  falivat- 
ed  to  the  quantity  of  between  two  and 
three  Englilh  pints  a-day.  The  fore  was 
dreffed  with  common  wax  ointment. 

In  the  courfe  of  three  weeks  from  his 
entering  upon  the  ufe  of  mercury  the 
fore  was  confiderably  diminished,  and  at 
the  end  of  fix  weeks  it  was  entirely  heal; 
but  to  the  furprife  and  fatisfaction  of  all 
concerned  all  his  other  fymptoms  be-r 
came  better  on  the  mercury  taking  effect. 
The  difficulty  of  breathing  was  foon 
much  relieved,  the  palpitation  vanifhed 
entirely,  and  the  pulfe  fell  to  its  natural 
ftandard.  It  was  feveral  weeks  before  the 
afthmatic  affection  left  him  entirely,  but 
this  happened  before  the  end  of  the 
courfe,  which  was  continued  to  the  end 
of  the  third  month  ;  and  he  has  not  fince 
that  period  experienced  any  return  of  his 
diforder. 

In  this  lafl  cafe  it  may  be  a  queftion 
whether  the  patient  laboured  under  fy- 
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philis  at  the  time  when  I  firft  faw  him 
or  not :  He  himfelf  imagined  that  he 
did  ;  and  on  finding  afterwards  that  the 
difeafe  in  his  bread  was  completely  re- 
moved by  mercury,  when  rendered  necef- 
fary  by  the  prefence  of  a  more  obvious 
fymptom  of  the  difeafe,  I  came  alfo  to  be 
of  the  fame  opinion,  and  this  induced  me 
to  give  the  mercury  in  large  quantity,  and 
to  continue  it  longer  than  would  have  been 
neceffary  for  the  cure  of  a  more  recent  in- 
fection. 

In  March  1787  I  was  confulted  by  a 
gentleman  of  fortune  in  the  fouth  of 
England.  His  cafe  was  defcribed  to  be 
a  fevere  rheumatic  affection,  with  which 
he  had  been  afflicted  for  the  fpace  of  eigh- 
teen months.  After  much  expofure  to 
cold  and  wet  weather  in  the  courfe  of 
hunting,  he  was  attacked  with  fevere 
pains  in  all  his  joints,  particularly  in  the 
moulders,  wrifts,  knees,  and  ancles.  Thcfe 
continued  in  fbme  degree  from  the  fir  ft 
approach  of  the  difeafe,  but  he  had 
oecafionally  been   diftrcfled  with  fevere 
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pains  in  his  back,  loins,  and  hip-joints, 
to  fuch  a  degree  as  not  to  be  able  to 
move    for   two   or   three  weeks  toger 
ther  but  with  an  unfupportable  increafe 
of  pain.    His  fingers  and  toes  alfo  be- 
came fwelled  and  painful ;   and  as  the 
balls  of  the  great  toes  had  been  particu- 
larly affected  his  diforder  by  fome  had 
been  confidered  as  gout.    At  the  time  of 
my  being  confuked  the  joints  of  his  fin- 
gers were  fo  much  fwelled  that  he  could 
not  even  fign  his  name,  but  the  chief 
caufe  of  his  diftrefs  at  that  time  was  a 
fwelling  of  his  right  knee.    The  fwelling 
and  pain  in  his  other  joints  had  at  diffe- 
rent periods  prevailed  in  various  degrees ;  • 
they  even  at  times  left  him  entirely;  but 
the  right  knee  had  continued  fwelled  and 
painful  from  the  firft,  and  at  this  period 
it  was  reprefented  as  being  nearly  double 
the  fize  of  the  other.    There  was  accord- 
ingly much  tenfion,  and  a  very  extenffve 
fluctuation  had  for  feven  or  eisht  weeks 
been  difcovered  in  the  fuperior  part  of  the 
tumour.     The  lkin,  however,  was  no 

where 
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where  difcoloured.  He  was  at  this  time 
thirty-two  years  of  age.  When  nrfl  at- 
tacked with  the  diforder  he  was  fall  and 
vigorous,  but  now  much  emaciated.  His 
pulfe,  however,  wa  ^ood,  for  although 
for  a  conflderable  time  a  good  deal  of 
fever  prevailed,  it  had  now  left  him  en- 
tirely, his  fkin  was  cool,  and  his  pulfe 
between  feventy  and  eighty  in  a  mi- 
nute. 

The  remedies  he  had  employed  were 
thefe  :  At  firft  he  was  repeatedly  blooded; 
the  pained  parts  had  been  rubbed  with  a  va- 
riety of  flimulating  applications, fuch  as  vo- 
latile linement  and  tincture  of  cantharides* 
and  bliflers  had  been  frequently  applied. 
He  had  taken  James's  powders,  camphor, 
and  opium ;  but  the  latter  being  the  only 
remedy  from  which  he  derived  relief,  the 
others  had  long  been  diffufed.  Sixty  drops 
of  laudanum    taken   at   bed- time,  and 
twenty-five  in  the  morning  kept  him  for 
the  mofl  part  tolerably  eafy,  but  he  ex- 
perienced much  diftrefs  whenever  thefe 

were 
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were  omitted.  The  following  is  the  ad- 
vice which  I  propofed  to  him: 

1.  That  two  drachms  of  a  weak  mercurial 
ointment,  containing  only  a  fifth  part  of 
mercury,  mould  be  rubbed  upon  the 
1  welling  of  his  knee  evening  and  morn- 
ing for  the  fpace  .of  twenty  minutes  each 
time,  and  continued  five  or  fix  weeks  if  it 
did  not  excite  falivation. 

2.  That  he  mould  ufe  a  warm  bath  of 
fea-water  every  fecond  night :  The  whole 
body  to  remain  immerfed  for  the  fpace  of 
twenty-five  minutes,  or  half  an  hour,  and 
a  quantity  of  the  warm  water  to  be  pour- 
ed from  the  height  of  three  or  four  feet 
upon  the  fwellcd  knee  at  each  time  of  uiing 
the  bath. 

3.  Inflead  of  laudanum  at  bed- time, 
that  he  mould  take  fifteen  or  twenty  grains 
of  Dover's  powder. 

4.  That  he  mould  wear  flannel  next 
his  fkin,  not  only  upon  the  difeafed  knee, 
but  over  his  whole  body. 

5.  If  by  thefe  means  the  fwelling  did 
not  abate  in  the  courfe  of  four  or  five 
weeks,  that  blifters  mould  be  applied  to 
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it  ;  the  firft  to  be  applied  upon  that  part 
o:  it  in  which  the  fluctuation  was  difco- 
vcred,  and  the  others  alternately  on  each 
fide  of  the  joint. 

I  heard  again  from  him  in  the  month  of 
June,  when  he  informed  me  that  he  had 
been  prevented  from  ufing  the  mercury  by 
aphyfjcian  who  had  been  confulted  on  the 
receipt  of  my  opinion.    Being  afraid  that 
his  debility  might  be  increafed  by  the  mer- 
cury, he  had  defired  that  it  might  not  be 
ufed,  but  all  the  other  parts  of  the  courfe 
which  I  had  pointed  out  had  been  com- 
plied with.  His  general  ftate  of  health  was 
better,  and  by  the  ufe  of  the  warm  bath  and 
Dover's  powder  his  pains  had  been  much 
relieved,  but  they  always  recurred  on 
thefe  remedies  being'  laid  aude,  and  the 
fwelling  of  the  knee  was  nearly  in  the 
fame  ffcate  as  when  he  firft  applied  to  me. 
Belides  this,  he  had  been  attacked  with  a 
painful  fwelling  on  the  upper  part  of  his 
right  moulder,  which,  after  becoming  red 
and  tender,  had  ended  in  an  extenfive 
foul  ulcer.     This  giving  rife  to  much 

an- 
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anxiety,  for  the  fore  was  daily  becoming 
deeper,  he  was  particularly  anxious  td 
have  fome  remedy  pointed  out  for  it. 

In  return  to  this,  I  defired  that  the  mer- 
cury might  ftill  be  employed  with  a  view 
to  remove  or  "leffen  the  fwelling  of  the 
knee,  and  I  gave  him  formulae  of  diffe- 
rent ointments  as  dreflings  for  the  fore  on 
the  moulder.  I  faid,  however,  that  he 
mull  depend  chiefly  on  the  furgeon  in  at- 
tendance for  the  treatment  of  this  fore  5 
but  being  within  forty  or  fifty  miles  of 
London^  I  advifed  him,  if  he  did  not  foon 
get  better,  to  go  there  for  the  advantage 
of  a  confutation. 

I  did  not  hear  of  him  again  till  the  month 
of  September,  when  he  arrived  in  Edin- 
burgh. He  now  informed  me  that  he  had 
gone  to  London  on  the  receipt  of  my  fe- 
cond  letter,  and  that  he  had  been  advifed 
to  the  ufe  of  guaicum  ;  a  deep-feated  pea 
iffue  had  been  inferted  on  the  infide  of  the 
fwelled  knee;  and  different  ointments  had 
been  given  him  to  apply  in  fucceflion  to 
the  fore  on  the  fhoulder.    Having  conti- 

H  h  2  nued 


4§4  Of  Lues  Venerea         Ch.  IV. 

nued,  however,  under  the  regular  appli- 
cation of  thefe  for  upwards  of  two 
months,  and  no  advantage  accruing  from 
them,  he  determined  at  laft  on  coming 
here.  The  pains  over  his  joints  were  ftill 
very  univerfal,  almofl  every  joint  being 
more  or  lefs  fwelled,  but  they  were  not 
any  where  fo  fevere  as  they  had  at  fir  ft 
been,  The  fwelling  on  the  knee  was  very 
confiderable,  and  a  fluctuation  was  per- 
ceived, reaching  from  the  patella^  beneath 
the  rectus  mufcle,  nearly  to  the  middle  of 
the  thigh.  The  fkin,  however,  was  not  dif- 
coloured,  and  the  joint  was  ftill  in  fome  de- 
gree capable  both  of  flexion  and  extenfion. 
But  the  fymptom  which  gave  him  moft 
urieafinefs  was  the  ulcer  upon  his  ftioulder, 
which  had  now  extended  from  the  top 
of  the  ihoulder  over  the  clavicle,  and  down 
to  the  middle  of  the  humerus.  It  had  al- 
ready deftroyed  fome  part  of  the  deltoid 
mufcle,  by  which  the  motion  of  the  arm 
Was  much  impeded,  and  a  confiderable 
portion  of  the  clavicle  was  become  ca- 
rious. 

This 
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This  ulcer  he  had  lately  been  informed 
was  of  a  fcrophulous  nature,  but  as  to  me 
it  had  many  of  the  appearances  of  a  ve- 
nereal fore,  I  decidedly  faid  fo,  and  on 
inquiry  I  found  that  there  was  ftill  far- 
ther caufe  of  fufpicion.  About  three 
months  before  he  was  rirft  attacked  with 
rheumatifm  two  final!  chancres  appeared 
upon  the  penis,  which  were  removed  in 
the  courfe  of  eight  er  ten  days  by  the  ap- 
plication of  cauilic,  and  the  ufe  of  a  very 
fmall  quantity  of  mercury.  The  quan- 
tity he  could  not  exactly  afcertain,  but  he 
knew  that  he  had  not  taken  it  for  a  week, 
and  that  his  mouth  had  never  been  fore 
with  it.  I  alfo  found,  that  nearly  about 
the  time  at  which  his  moulder  became 
fore,  an  eruption  had  appeared  upon  dif- 
ferent parts  of  his  body,  particularly 
among  his  hair  and  on  his  breaft,  but 
which  till  now  he  had  not  mentioned,  as 
he  had  not  fuppoi'ed  it  to  be  of  any  im- 
portance. This,  however,  along  with  the 
other  circumftaiices  of  his  fituation,  deter- 
mined me  to  advife  a  full  courfe  of  mer- 

H  h  3  cury  \ 
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cury,  and  which  he  the  more  readily 
agreed  to  from  every  other  remedy  which 
had  hitherto  been  tried  having  proved  in- 
effectual. 

He  entered  upon  this  courfe  on  the  fixth 
of  October.  At  firft  half  a  drachm  of  the 
blue  ointment  was  rubbed  in  evening  and 
morning,  and  one  of  the  blue  pills,  with 
two  grains  of  opium,  were  given  at  bed- 
time. The  opium  was  neceffary  not  only 
for  preventing  purging,  but  from  the  pa- 
tient having  been  in  the  habit  of  taking 
it.  At  the  end  of  ten  davs,  as  the  mouth 
was  not  affected,  nor  any  other  fymptom 
produced  by  the  mercury,  the  quantity 
both  of  pills  and  ointment  was  doubled. 
This,  in  the  courfe  of  a  fortnight,  render- 
ed the  mouth  exceedingly  fore,  and  pro- 
duced fome  falivation ;  but  the  uneaiinefs 
excited  by  this  was  amply  compenfated 
by  the  relief  which  he  had  obtained.  Al- 
though the  pains  in  his  joints  had  abated 
they  had  ftill  given  him  much  diftrefs. 
This  was  almoft  entirely  removed  in  the 
courfe  of  a  day  or  two  after  his  mouth  be- 
came 
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came  evidently  affected,  and  being  anxious 
to  avoid  the  habit  of  taking  opium,  I 
found  at  the  end  of  another  week  that  he 
had  left  it  off,  and  that  he  flept  better  with- 
out it  than  he  had  done  for  two  years  be- 
fore. Still  the  knee  continued  nearly  of 
the  fame  fize,  but  the  fore  on  the  Ihoulder 
was  much  better.  Under  the  fame  dref- 
fings  which  he  had  for  fome  time  been 
ufing  the  furface  of  the  fore  fbon  became 
clean,  the  difcharge  was  of  a  better  confirt- 
ence,  and  much  lefs  offenfive,  and  in  fome 
parts  new  granulations  had  begun  to  ap- 
pear. 

The  mercury  was  continued  in  fuch 
quantities  to  the  end  of  the  third  month 
as  was  neceffary  to  keep  the  mouth  com- 
pletely fore  during  the  whole  period,  and 
during  the  courfe  of  the  laft  of  thefe 
months  he  drank  daily  an  Englifh  quart 
of  a  ftrong  decoction  of  farfaparilla,  guai- 
cum,  and  mezereon  %  At  the  end  of  fix 
weeks  ail  the  fwellings  of  the  fmailer 


f  Vide  Apr  ti '  1 ,  Vol.  I.  No.  46. 

H  h  4  joints, 


488  Of  Lues  Venerea  Ch.  I  V. 

joints,  particularly  thofe  of  the  fingers, 
were  entirely  removed,  and  even  the  full- 
nefs  of  the  knee  was  confiderably  reduced. 
The  fore  on  the  moulder  was  already  con- 
tracted to  one  half  of  its  former  fize,  and 
at  the  end  of  another  fortnight  the  whole 
of  it  was  cicatrifed  excepting  thofe  parts 
feated  upon  the  carious  part  of  the  cla- 
ck. At  this  time  too  the  .  knee  had  af- 
.•ned  a  very  different  appearance.  It  was 
.  qt  on\v  much  leffened  but  the  fluctua- 
tion above  the  patella  was  entirely  gone. 
No  application  had  been  made  to  it  but  a 
portion  of  the  mercurial  ointment,  which, 
morning  and  evening,  was  rubbed  upon 
it.    In  the  courfe  of  the  tenth  week  a 

- 

thin,  long  exfoliation  took  place  from  the 
clavicle,  and  the  fmall  fore  which  remain- 
ed healed  in  a  few  days  thereafter.  He 
continued  here  for  feveral  weeks  after  the 
t:ourfe  was  over,  and  on  going  away,  al- 
though the  knee  was  about  an  inch  in 
Circumference  larger  than  the  other,  it 
gave  him  no  uneafinefs,  not  even  in  walk- 
ing ;  but  a  very  confiderable  degree  of 

{tiff- 
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ftiffnefs  remained  in  the  joint  of  the  right 
fhoulder,  and  which  I  informed  him 
might  probably  continue  for  a  great 
length  of  time,  perhaps  even  for  life, 
owing  to  a  conhderable  portion  of  the  del- 
toid mnfcle  having  been  deftroyed  by  the 
ulcer.  In  order  to  leflen  this  ftiffnefs  as 
much  as  poflible,  I  defired,  as  foon  as  the 
fkin  was  fufficientiy  firm  to  admit  of  it, 
that  the  whole  fhoulder  and  arm  fliould 
be  rubbed  evening  and  morning  with 
fome  emollient  oil,  and  if  no  relief  was 
obtained  from  this,  that  he  mould  go  to 
Eath,  and  have  the  warm  waters  of  that 
P'.ice  pumped  upon  it.  I  found,  however, 
after  two  years  had  elapfed,  although  in 
every  other  refpecl  he  continued  well,  that 
his  fhoulder  remained  in  nearly  the  fame 
ftatc. 

Many  cafes  have  fallen  under  my  care 
of  venereal  pains  which  refembled  rheu- 
matifm  fo  much  that  it  was  difficult  to 
diftinguiih  of  what  nature  they  were  ; 
but  in  a  great  proportion  of  thefe,  cir- 
cumftances  were  difcovered  upon  enquiry, 

by 
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by  which  the  diftinction  was  fufficiently 
well  marked.  In  this,  however,  as  well 
as  in  fome  others  which  I  have  met  with, 
the  fymptoms  were  for  a  long  while  fo 
evidently  rheumatic  that  there  was  not  the 
leafl  caufe  to  fufpect  them  to  be  venereal. 
Venereal  pains  almoft  univerfally  fix  upon 
the  middle  parts  of  limbs ;  very  rarely 
upon  the  joints  only.  Now  in  this  cafe 
the  joints  only  were  affected,  as  very  com- 
monly happens  in  rheumatifm,  and  the 
patient  had  been  much  expofed  to  the  molt 
frequent  caufe  of  that  difeafe,  while  no 
fymptom  occurred  that  had  any  appear- 
ance of  being  venereal  till  thefe  pains  had 
continued  upwards  of  twenty  months. 
The  ulcer  on  the  moulder  was  the  nrfb 
fymptom  that  created  fufpicion  ;  for  when 
I  prefcribed  the  mercurial  ointment,  it 
was  not,  1  rauft  acknowledge,  from  think- 
ing that  the  patient  was  infected  with 
Lues  Venerea,  but  from  experience  of  its 
utility  in  limilar  affections  of  the  joints 
proceeding  from  other  cauf'es. 

An 
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An  officer  of  the  navy,  who  had  been 
expofed  to  hard  fervice  both  in  the  Eaft 
and  Weft  Indies  was  feized  with  fevere 
rheumatic  pains  in  fpring  1782.  At  firft 
they  were  confined  to  the  large  joints,  but 
afterwards  a  forenefs  prevailed  over  his 
whole  body.  He  was  about  forty  years 
of  age,  and.  till  this  time  he  had  been 
ftrong  and  healthy. 

All  the  remedies  ufually  employed  in 
rheumatifm  were  advifed.  Flannel  was 
applied,  and  the  pained  parts  were  rubbed 
with  a  variety  of  Simulating  applications; 
blifters  were  applied  to  the  parts  that  were 
mod  painful ;  fudorifics  were  ufed  in  va- 
rious forms  ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  the 
jfirft  three  years  he  had  ufed  a  great  va- 
riety of  baths.  He  bathed  at  firft  in  warm 
fait  water,  and  afterwards  went  both  to 
Buxton  and  Bath  ;  and  he  had  laft  of  ail 
ufed  the  cold  bath.  No  advantage,  how- 
ever, was  obtained  from  any  of  thefe  ;  and 
at  laft  the  only  remedy  which  he  em- 
ployed was  a  large  dofe  of  laudanum  at 
bed-time. 

He 
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He  had  frequently  been  liable  to  pain 
and  fome  degree  of  fulnefs  in  the  region 
of  the  liver,  which  he  attributed  to  his  re- 
fidence  in  India.  This,  however,  never 
gave  him  much  uneafmefs,  till  the  wai- 
ter of  1785,  when  a  foft  difFufed  fwell- 
ing,  larger  than  it  had  ever  been,  and  ac- 
companied with  fome  pain,  was  perceived 
exactly  on  the  fite  of  the  liver.  The  tu- 
mour became  larger,  and  at  laft  a  ll actua- 
tion of  matter  was  perceived  in  it.  In  this 
fituation  I  fir  ft  faw  him  in  the  month  of 
April ;  and  the  chief  reafon  of  my  being 
called  was  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of 
difcharging  the  matter  by  an  operation. 
This,  however,  I  found  to  be  inadmif- 
fible.  The  matter  lay  fo  deep  that  it  did 
not  point  any  where,  and  the  fluctuation 
was  very  obfeurely  felt.  I  therefore  in 
the  mean  time  adviied,  that  mercury, 
which  he  was  then  taking,  mould  be 
given  in  greater  quantities,  fo  as  to  ren- 
der his  mouth  completely  fore,  and,  as  he 
was  much  reduced  in  ftrength,  that  his 

con- 
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conftitution  mould  be  I iipported  with  light 
nourifhing  food. 

As  he  lived  at  a  confiderable  diftance  I 
did  not  expect  to  fee  him  again,  neither 
did  I  hear  any  thing  of  him  till  the 
month  of  February  thereafter,  when  I  was 
again  defired  to  viht  him.  A  confiderable 
change  had  taken  place  in  the  nature  of 
his  complaints,  and  the  following  is  the 
account  which  I  received  of  it.  His 
mouth  had  been  rendered  moderately  fore 
with  mercury,  and  in  this  fituation  it  was 
kept  for  three  weeks ;  but  as  it  then 
gave  him  fevere  pains  in  his  bowels, 
accompanied  with  purging,  he  did  not 
afterwards  ufe  it  in  fuch  quantities,  nor 
was  it  judged  neceifary  to  do  fo,  as  the 
fwelling,  for  which  it  was  prefcribed,  was 
almoft  entirely  carried  off  by  what  had 
already  been  done.  It  was  therefore  given 
in  fuch  quantities  as  his  llomach  and 
bowels  could  eafily  bear ;  and  this  being- 
continued  for  the  fpace  of  a  month  longer, 
that  is,  for  fix  or  ieven  weeks  in  all,  it 
was  then  left  off.    During  this  courfe  of 

mer- 
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mercury  the  pains  which  had  fo  long  dif- 
trefled  him  were  much  lefs  fevere,  and  at 
one  period  they  had  left  him  almoft  en- 
tirely. While  the  weather  continued  mild 
in  fummer  and  harvefr.  they  did  not  re- 
cur ;  but  about  the  end  of  October  they 
became  more  fevere  than  they  had  ever 
before  been.  A  few  weeks,  however,  pre- 
vious to  this,  fymptoms  of  a  more  haz- 
ardous nature  had  made  their  appearance. 
In  the  month  of  September  he  was  at- 
tacked with  anafarcous  fwellings  of  his 
legs,  and  foon  thereafter  with  afcites, 
which,  notwithstanding  the  ufual  remedies 
employed  in  fuch  cafes,  increafed  fo  quick- 
ly, that  in  the  courfe  of  feven  or  eight 
weeks  from  the  firft  approach  of  the  fwell- 
ing,  it  became  necelfary  to  draw  the  water 
off  from  the  legs  by  punctures  ;  and  by  the 
middle  of  December  the  diftenfion  of  the 
abdomen  was  fo  confiderable  that  the  ope- 
ration of  tapping  was  judged  advifeable. 
Thefe  operations,  however,  had  procured 
only  a  temporary  relief,  for  although  the 
punctures  had  been  frequently  repeated, 

his 
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his  legs,  at  the  time  of  my  being  called  to 
him,  were  much  fwelled,  and  his  abdo- 
men was  more  diftended  than  at  any  pe- 
riod before  the  operation. 

The  chief  reafon,  however,  of  my  ad- 
vice being  taken  at  this  time,  was  the  ap- 
pearance of  fome  hard  painful  tumours 
upon  his  forehead,  legs,  and  arms,  one  of 
which  upon  his  right  arm  on  the  outride 
of  the  ulna,  and  another  on  the  upper 
part  of  the  os  frontis,  had  burft  fome 
weeks  before,  and  were  now  difcharging 
a  conliderable  quantity  of  a  thin,  foetid, 
matter.    The  others,  viz.  two  upon  his 
forehead,  one  upon  his  left  arm,  and  one 
upon  each  leg,  were  become  very  painful, 
and  thofe  on  the  head  were  difcoloured, 
and  contained  fuch  a  quantity  of  matter 
as  gave  reafon  to  think  that  they  would 
alfo  burft.    The  patient  was  at  this  time 
much  emaciated,  but  he  had  no  fever, 
and  his  fkin  was  fofter  and  his  difefe  ;e 
of  urine  more  plentiful  than  they  gen,  .  1- 
ly  are  in  dropfical  complaints. 

As 
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As  the  tumours  rcfcmbled  venereal 
nodeG,  and  as  the  peculiar  fcetor  of  the 
difcharge  from  the  ulcers,  together  with 
their  floughy  appearance,  gave  farther 
caufe  of  fufpicion,  1  found,  upon  enquiry, 
that  in  September  1781,  about  fix  months 
before  he  was  attacked  with  rlieumatifm, 
chancres  appeared  upon  his  penis,  and  a 
bubo  in  each  groin,  but  that  thefe  fymp- 
toms  were  eahly  removed  by  the  ufe  of  a 
fmall  quantity  of  mercury,  and  a  fhort 
coniincment  of  eight  or  ten  days,  and  that 
lie  had  not  fince  that  period  run  any  rifle 
of  being  infected;  that  no  other  fymptoms 
of  the  difeafe  had  appeared  upon  him,  and 
that  the  only  mercury  he  had  ufed  was 
that  which  was  prefcribed  for  the  affection 
of  his  liver.  .3  u 

I  now  began  to  fufpect  even  that  the 
rheumatifm  with  which  he  had  been  fo 
long  dillrefTed  was  of  the  fyphilitic  kind, 
and  my  reaibns  for  doing  fo  were  appa- 
rently coneluiive.  There  was  full  evi- 
dence of  infection  being  communicated^ 

while 
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while  it  did  not  appear  that  he  had  taken 
half  the  quantity  of  mercury  which  the 
nature  of  the  fymptoms  that  enfued  would 
have  required.  Thefe  pains  occurred  at 
fuch  a  diftance  from  the  other  fymptoms 
as  tended  to  confirm  the  fufpicion.  They 
had  not  been  relieved  by  any  of  the  re- 
medies which  in  the  ordinary  form  of 
rheumatifm  prove  for  the  moft  part  ufe- 
ful,  while  they  were  for  fome  time  almoft 
entirely  removed  by  the  mercury  employ- 
ed for  the  difeafed  flate  of  his  liver. 
Thefe  conliderations,  connected  with  the 
prefent  appearances  of  the  tumours  and 
ulcers,  determined  me  to  fay  that  he  was 
poxed,  and  that  he  mould  begin  to  the 
ufe  of  fuch  a  quantity  of  mercury  as 
his  prefent  fituation  would  admit  im- 
mediately upon  the  water  in  his  abdomen 
being  taken  off,  and  which  was  done  that 
very  day. 

Being  afraid  in  his  prefent  ftate  of  debi- 
lity of  irritating  his  bowels  by  the  internal 
exhibition  of  mercury,  he  was  defired  to 
ufe  it  in  the  form  of  unction  only;  and  his 

Vol.  II.  I  i  legs 
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legs  being  ftill  much  f welled  and  tender, 
he  was  made  to  rub  it  upon  his  arms  and 
abdomen.    In  the  courfe  of  a  few  days 
his  mouth  became  fore,  and  at  the  end  of 
a  fortnight  he  difcharged  three  or  four 
Englifh  pints  of  faliva  daily.    This  was 
more  than  we  wilhed  for,  and  he  was  de- 
fired  to  leffen  the  quantity  of  mercury ; 
but  as  his  pains  were  foon  almoft  entirely 
removed,  and  the  diftrefs  which  he  had 
experienced  from  the  tumours  and  ulcers 
being  alfo  much  leffened,  he  was  thereby 
fo  much  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  his 
prefent  treatment  that  it  was  with  fome 
difficulty  he  was  prevented  finm  carrying 
the  courfe  of  mercury  too  far.  Care, 
however,  being  taken,  to  fupport  him  with 
a  light  nouriming  diet,  and  with  a  liberal 
ufe  of  wine,  of  which  he  took  a  bottle 
daily,  he  was  enabled  to  bear  the  effects 
of  mercury  better  than  one  in  his  ftate  of 
health  might  otherwife  have  been  expect- 
ed to  do.    At  the  end  of  eight  weeks,  du- 
ring which  period  his  mouth  had  been 
kept  conflantly  and  fully  affected,  he  had 

ufed 
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ufed  twelve  ounces  of  flrong  mercurial 
ointment.  His  pains  were  now  entirely 
gone  ;  thesulcers  were  cicatrifed  ;  and  the 
tumours  were  fo  completely  removed, 
that  excepting  thole  on  the  forepart  of  the 
legs,  none  of  them  had  left  any  fulnefs 
by  which  their  former  fituations  could  be 
difcovered.  The  matter  contained  in 
thofe  upon  the  forehead,  and  which  at 
one  period  was  juft  ready  to  burft  out, 
was  entirely  abforbed,  and  only  a  flight 
difcolouring  of  the  fkin  remained  ;  but 
what  was  Hill  more  remarkable,  no  fwell- 
ing  had  as  yet  occurred  in  the  abdomen, 
and  the  anafarcous  fulnefs  of  his  legs  and 
thighs  was  almoft  entirely  gone,  although 
the  punctures  laft  made  in  them  had  been 
heal  upwards  of  three  weeks.  The  mer- 
cury was  continued  for  five  weeks  longer, 
during  which  period  four  ounces  of  oint- 
ment was  rubbed  in,  by  which  the  mouth 
was  kept  as  fore  as  the  patient  could  pof- 
libly  bear  it ;  and  when  at  the  end  of  the 
thirteenth  week  the  mercury  was  left  off 
no  collection  could  be  perceived  in  the 

I  i  2  ab- 
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abdomen ;  and  excepting  a  flight  degree 
of  cedema  on  the  upper  part  of  the  feet, 
they  were  altogether  free  of  fwelling. 
Even  this  difappeared  in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  weeks ;  and  at  the  end  of  three 
years,  when  I  had  laft  an  opportunity 
of  hearing  of  him,  he  remained  in  good 
health. 

The  circumftances  of  this  cafe,  while 
they  give  much  caufe  to  think  that  hydro- 
pic fymptoms  may  be  induced  by  the  vi- 
rus of  Lues  Venerea,  tend  alfo  to  fhew 
that  mercury  given  in  fumcient  quantity 
acts  with  equal  certainty  in  removing 
them  as  in  the  cure  of  any  fymptom  of 
the  difeafe.  They  alfo  evince  the  power 
of  mercury  in  the  cure  of  that  affection  of 
the  liver  to  which  many  are  liable  who 
have  reiided  in  the  Eafl  Indies ;  and  that 
even  the  moft  advanced  ft  ages  of  that  dif- 
order  may  be  removed  by  a  quantity  of 
mercury  that  will  not  be  fumcient  for  the 
cure  of  Lues  Venerea.  It  alfo  appears, 
from  the  refult  of  this  cafe,  that  the  mat- 
ter which  fometimes  forms  in  venereal 

nodes 
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nodes  may  be  collected  in  confident  le 
quantity,  and  yet  carried  ofFby  mercury. 
It  may  be  proper,  however,  to  remark, 
that  where  this  takes  place  the  tumours 
in  which  the  matter  is  contained  begin 
to  diminifh  almoft  as  foon  as  there  is  evi- 
dence of  the  mercury  having  entered  the 
fyftem;  andthat  when  they  do  not  diminifli 
the  matter  fhould  be  difcharged  by  a  pro- 
per opening,  in  order  to  prevent  it  from 
affecting  the  bone  beneath. 

About  two  years  ago  I  was  defired  by  a 
gentleman  to  vint  his  wife,  who  I  found 
had  been  liable  for  more  than  a  year  to 
what  Hie  confidered  as  fcorbutic  fpots  up- 
on different  parts  of  her  body,  one  of 
which,  feated  on  the  fternum,  had  about 
diree  months  before  ended  in  an  ulcer. 
At  firft  the  fore  did  not  exceed  the  fize  of  a 
fixpenny  piece;  but  at  this  time  it  was  very 
extenhve,  reaching  from  one  mamma  to  the 
ether,  and  almoft  from  the  inferior  point  of 
the  ftcrninn  to  the  top  of  it.  It  was  foul, 
and  difcharged  a  thin  foetid  fanies.  For 

wards  of  three  years  lhe  had  been  dif- 
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trefled  with  almoft  a  conftant  head-ach, 
which  occahonally  was  fo  fevere  as  to  de- 
prive her  entirely  of  lleep  for  many  days 
together,  and  on  fome  occafions  nearly  of 
her  reafon.  It  did  not,  like  the  aguifh 
head-ach,  fix  upon  one  fpot,  but  affected 
every  part  of  the  head  alike.  She  wTas 
now  about  thirty  years  of  age,  and  her 
menftrual  flux  regular.  Till  attacked 
writh  thefe  head-achs  me  was  healthy  and 
rather  corpulent ;  but  now  me  was  much 
reduced,  being  almoll  entirely  confined 
to  bed  with  the  violence  of  the  pain,  and 
flie  had  fcarcely  any  dehre  for  food. 
Blood-letting,  blifters,  bark,  cold-bathing, 
and  a  variety  of  nervous  medicines,  had 
all  been  tried  in  vain. 

The  eruption  upon  the  fkin,  as  well  as 
the  ulcer  on  the  breaft,  having  the  true 
venereal  afpeci,  I  enquired  at  the  Imfband 
whether  he  had  of  late  been  infected  or 
not:  He  faid  that  he  had  not,  but  he 
candidly  informed  me,  that  foon  after  his 
marriage,  which  happened  more  than  four 
years  before,  and  when  he  had  no  reafon 

to 
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think  that  he  was  infected,  for  he  had  no 
connection  with  any  woman  for  a  fort- 
night before  marriage,  and  after  having 
remained  well  for  a  fortnight  thereafter,  a 
chancre  had  appeared  upon  the  prepu- 
tium.  Immediately  upon  this  being  per- 
ceived he  applied  to  a  furgeon,  and  was 
cured  ;  and  he  had  every  reafon  to  think 
that  his  wife  had  efcaped ;  for  although 
{he  had  complained  of  a  forenefs  in  the 
pudendum  about  the  fame  period,  it  had 
gone  fo  entirely  off  without  any  mercury 
being  given,  that  the  furgeon,  by  whofe 
advice  he  was  directed,  had  allured  him 
that  it  muft  have  proceeded  from  fome 
other  caufe.  He  alfo  recollected  that  foon 
thereafter  a  painful  tumour  had  formed 
in  one  of  her  groins  ;  but  as  it  alfo  went 
off  without  coming  to  luppuration,  and 
without  the  amftance  of  mercury,  he  had 
not  fuppofed  even  that  this  fymptom 
could  be  venereal,  particularly  as  Ihe  con- 
tinued in  perfect  health  till  attaeked  with 
the  head-ach  ;  and  no  fymptom  of  pox 

-     I  i  4  had 
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had  ever  appeared  upon  her,  unlefs  the 
eruption  and  ulcer  already  defcribed  mould 
be  of  that  nature. 

From  the  whole  of  this  hiftory,  the  pro- 
bability of  the  wife  being  infected  with 
the  venereal  difeafe,  and  the  necemty  of  a 
mercurial  courfe  were  abundantly  evi- 
dent. Mercury  was  accordingly  exhibit- 
ed. Opium,  which  me  had  hitherto  em- 
ployed for  leffening  the  violence  of  her 
head-ach  was  continued,  while  the  fore 
was  dreffed  with  common  wax  oint- 
ment. Her  mouth  became  fore  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  days,  and  before  the  end 
of  a  fortnight  me  was  under  fome  degree 
of  falivation.  The  eruption  foon  began 
to  leifen,  and  the  fore  from  being  exceed- 
ingly foul  became  clean  and  florid,  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  head-achs,  for  which  no 
cure  was  expected,  left  her  entirely  :  The 
mouth  was  kept  completely  affected ;  the 
blotches  difappeared  altogether  in  the 
courfe  of  fix  or  feven  weeks,  but  the  ul- 
cer was  not  cicatrifed  till  the  end  of  the 
eleventh  week.  The  mercury  being  con- 
tinued 
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tinued  three  weeks  longer  was  then  laid 
afide,  and  neither  the  head-ach  or  other 
fymptoms  have  nnce  recurred. 

In  the  month  of  July  1781  a  young 
man  about  feventeen  years  of  age  was 
put  under  my  care  in  a  very  miferable  fi- 
tuation.  The  account  which  I  received 
from  his  parents  was,  that  till  his  four- 
teenth year  he  was  remarkably  flrong  and 
healthy,  and  exceedingly  clever.  About 
that  period  he  became  delicate,  and  was 
taken  from  fchool,  in  order  to  have  full 
attention  paid  to  his  health.  Worms,  and 
a  variety  of  other  caufes  were  fufpeded 
to  give  rife  to  this  ftate  of  delicacy,  and 
various  remedies  were  employed  without 
effect,  when  after  two  years  had  nearly 
elapfed  fores  appeared  on  different  parts 
of  his  body ;  his  eyes  became  tender  and 
inflamed,  and  at  laft  he  loft  the  ufe  of  one 
eye  entirely,  and  about  a  year  before  I  faw 
him  he  had  been  attacked  with  fevere 
fits  of  epilepfy,  which  for  the  laft  two 
months  had  recurred  feveral  times  a- day. 
He  was  now  much  emaciated,  but  his  pu;fe 

was 
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was  good,  and  the  fits  had  not  impaired 
his  judgment. 

Till  this  time  he  had  been  under  the 
management  of  a  phyfician,  a  relation  of 
his  own,  who  confidering  the  complaints 
to  be  fcrophulous,  had  prefcribed  bark, 
fteel,  cicuta,  and  fea-bathing ;  all  of 
which,  as  well  as  different  remedies  for  the 
epileptic  fits,  having  been  tried  in  vain, 
all  hopes  of  a  cure  were  loft,  and  for  a 
long  while  nothing  had  been  employed. 
My  opinion  was  afked  on  account  of  the 
ulcers,  forne  of  which  had  of  late  become 
fo  painful  that  large  dofes  of  laudanum 
were  required  to  procure  reft.  Befides 
feveral  fmall  ulcerated  fpots,  there  was  at 
this  time  feven  large  foul  ulcers  on  differ- 
ent parts  of  his  body,  none  of  which  had 
given  him  much  uneafinefs  while  not 
deeper  than  the  cellular  fubftance  ;  but 
having  in  different  parts  penetrated  into 
the  fubftance  of  mufcles,  they  began  now 
to  impede  the  motion  of  the  parts  on 
which  they  were  feated,  which  added 
much  to  the  diftrefs  which  they  excited. 

His 
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His  left  eye  exhibited  a  very  fmgular  ap- 
pearance. It  was  fomewhat  enlarged,  and 
that  part  of  the  tunica  conjunctiva,  which 
in  a  Hate  of  health  is  white,  was  of  a  deep 
red  colour,  while  all  the  prominent  part 
of  the  cornea  oppoiite  to  the  pupil  was 
much  thickened,  and  white  like  paper. 
He  {till  retained  the  fight  of  his  right  eye, 
which,  however,  was  much  inflamed,  and 
in  a  ft  ate  of  great  irritability. 

As  the  ulcers  had  a  venereal  appearance, 
particularly  one  upon  the  right  fide  of  his 
nofe,  and  another  on  one  of  the  temples, 
where  it  had  penetrated  to  the  mufcle,  I 
faid  fo  to  the  young  man  himfelf,  and  he 
confelTed  that  he  had  all  along  been  afraid 
of  his  difeafe  being  of  that  nature,  but  not 
being  certain  of  this  being  the  cafe,  and 
afraid  of  incurring  the  difpleafure  of  his 
parents,  he  had  never  ti-11  now,  that  en- 
quiry was  made  concerning  it,  had  the 
refolution  to  fpeak  of  it.  The  informa- 
tion he  gave  me  was,  that  when  he  was 
about  fourteen  years  of  age  he  was  in- 
fected bv  a  woman  with  whom  he  had 

con- 
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connection,  and  that  hisfymptoms  had  been 
fores  upon  the  penis  and  a  fwelling  in  the 
groin.  Thefe,by  the  ufe  of  mercury,  which 
he  received  from  a  young  man,  at  that  time 
a  ftudent  in  the  univerfity,  were  removed  ; 
but  as  he  had  not  taken  it  in  a  regular 
manner,  and  only  in  fmall  quantity,  he 
had  always  entertained  fufpicions  of  the 
fymptoms  which  enfued  being  the  confe- 
quence  of  this  infection.  I  now  decidedly 
faid  that  he  ought  immediately  to  take 
mercury,  and  he  entered  upon  the  ufe  of 
it  that  very  evening.  It  was  employed 
in  the  form  of  unction,  and  all  the  fores, 
excepting  that  upon  his  nofe,  were  dreffed 
with  common  cerate,  the  only  application 
which  he  had  hitherto  made  to  them.  As 
the  ulcer  upon  his  nofe  had  already  be- 
gun to  disfigure  his  face,  I  advifed  it  to 
be  touched  with  cauftic  every  fecond  or 
third  day,  in  order  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of 
the  difeafe  as  quickly  as  pomble,  and  be- 
fides  this  it  was  dreffed  with  bafilicon  and 
precipitate.  As  the  mercury  did  not  rea- 
dily affect  his  gums  he  was  defired  to 

take 
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take  two  of  the  blue  pills  every  night  at 
bed-time,  and  to  continue  to  rub  in  the 
fame  quantity  of  ointment  which  he  had 
ufed  from  the  firft,  viz.  a  drachm  evening 
and  morning.  In  the  fpace  of  three  weeks 
from  the  commencement  of  the  courfe  a 
considerable  falivation  was  induced,  which 
was  afterwards  kept  up  by  the  unction 
alone  till  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  week. 
The  ulcers  had  become  clean,  and  put  on 
a  healing  appearance  foon  after  the  mouth 
became  fore,  and  by  the  end  of  the  ninth 
week  they  were  all  cicatrifed ;  but  the  in- 
fection having  been  of  very  long  dura- 
tion, and  the  fymptoms  more  inveterate 
than  ufual,  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to 
.advife  the  ufe  of  mercury  to  be  fooner 
left  off.  ^ 

The  moil  remarkable  circumftance, 
however,  in  this  cafe  was,  the  cure  which 
took  place  during  the  courfe  of  mercury 
of  the  fits  of  epilepfy.  In  lefs  than  three 
weeks  they  became  lefs  frequent,  and  not 
lb  violent  as  they  had  be.  n  before,  and 
by  the  end  of  die  fixth  week  they  did  not 

recur 
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recur  above  once  in  three  or  four  days. 
Long  before  the  courfe  was  fmifhed  they 
vaniihed  entirely,  nor  was  he  ever  dif- 
trefled  with  them  afterwards.  His  left 
eye  ftill  continued  white  and  opake,  but 
the  inflammation  of  the  other  beincr  re* 
moved,  he  foon  recovered  the  free  power 
of  vinon,  of  which  he  had  long  been  en- 
tirely deprived. 

A  married  lady,  twenty-fix  years  of 
age,  after  being  for  fome  time  diftrefTed 
with  fevere  head-achs,  was  attacked  with 
epileptic  fits,  which  at  nrft  were  neither 
frequent  nor  lewere,  but  recurred  at  lad 
fo  often  that  fhe  was  commonly  feized 
with  three,  four,  or  even  more,  daily. 
Preparations  of  copper  and  other  remedies 
were  employed  without  effect.  In  other 
rcfpecls.  her  health  was  good,  till  at  laft, 
after  the  fits  had  been  more  than  ufually 
fevere  for  eight  or  ten  days,  J  he  became 
fuddenly  lunatic,  from  which  time  the 
epilcpfy  did  not  recur. 

In  this  fituation  {he  was  kept  at  home 
for  three  or  four  months,  but  there  being 

ho 
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no  profpect  of  her  recovering,  llie  was  at 
laft  put  under  the  care  of  a  family  ac- 
cuftomed  to  take  charge  of  lunatics'.  As 
her  keepers  were  defired  to  apply  to  me 
in  the  event  of  her  health  requiring  any 
particular  attention,  I  was  called  to  her 
after  ihe  had  remained  with  them  about 
two  years,  in  order  to  give  directions  for 
the  management  of  fome  fores  which  had 
appeared  in  different  parts  of  her  body  a 
confiderable  time  before.  Befides  feveral 
linall  foul  ulcers  upon  her  toes  and  feet, 
there  was  a  large  one  upon  the  wrift  of 
her  right  arm ;  one  upon  her  fide,  which 
had  penetrated  nearly  to  the  ribs,  and  two 
upon  the  upper  and  back  part  of  her  head* 
where  the  cranium  was  found  to  be  cari- 
ous. Thefe  ulcers,  they  informed  me, 
were  preceded  by  an  eruption,  which  they 
confidered  to  be  fcorbutic,  but  which  I 
found  upon  infpeclion  to  be  venereal.  On 
this  being  dated  to  her  hufband  he  ac- 
knowledged that  me  might  have  been  in- 
fected by  him,  but  as  fhe  had  never  com- 
plained 
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plained  of  any  of  the  fymptoms  of  Lues 
Venerea,  he  had  hoped  that  Ihehad  efcaped. 

A  courfe  of  mercury  was  advifed,  but 
as  her  lunacy  was  of  the  moft  unmanage- 
able kind,  fhe  could  not  be  made  either 
to  take  the  medicine  inwardly,  or  to  ad- 
mit of  the  external  application  by  unc- 
tion. The  latter  might  have  been  done 
by  force,  but  the  trouble  of  fecuring  her 
twice  a-day  for  that  purpofe  would  have 
been  confiderable.  Finding  that  fhe  was 
fond  of  oatmeal  porridge,  Ihe  was  allowed 
to  take  them  both  to  breakfaft  and  fup- 
per,  and  with  each  meal  her  keeper  was 
defired  to  mix  a  fpoonful  of  a  watery  fo- 
lution  of  corrofive  fublimate,  in  which 
was  contained  three  quarters  of  a  grain  of 
this  preparation.  No  obvious  effect  ap- 
peared from  it  till  nearly  the  end  of  the 
third  week,  when  her  breath  became  af- 
fected, and  her  gums  fore  and  fpongy ; 
but  although  the  fame  quantity  of  mer- 
cury was  continued,  no  falivation  took 
place.  Simple  drcffings  were  applied  to 
the  fores.    It  became  neceffary,  however, 

to 
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to  make  an  inciiion  along  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  left  parietal  bone,  in  order  to 
difcharge  a  quantity  of  foetid  matter 
which  had  lodged  between  the  teguments 
and  a  portion  of  that  bone,  which  was  ca- 
rious. All  the  reft  of  the  fores  foon  put 
on  a  healing  appearance.  In  the  courfe  of 
nine  weeks  they  were  completely  healed, 
and  during  this  period  the  maniacal  fymp- 
toms  alfo  abated.  In  lefs  than  three  weeks 
from  the  above  period  {he  became  per- 
fectly well,  and  no  appearance  of  lunacy 
has  fince  taken  place,  although  feveral 
years  have  elapfed.  The  fore  upon  the 
left  fide  of  the  head  continued  open  for 
eight  or  nine  months  after  the  mercurial 
courfe  was  finimed,  owing  to  an  extenfive 
exfoliation  from  the  parietal  bone,  which 
could  not  pbflibly  be  accomplrfhed  fooner. 

Thefe,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  are 
only  a  few  of  a  confiderable  number  of 
cafes  of  a  {imilar  nature  which  I  might 
relate  ;  but  as  the  evidence  which  thefe 
afford,  of  the  opinions  which  I  have  fug- 
gefted  being  well  founded,  may  be  confi- 
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dered  as  fufficient;  any  farther  argument 
would  be  unneceffary.  The  hi  (lories 
which  I  have  given  are  in  proof,  that  the 
fyphilitic  virus  iriay  remain  for  a  great 
length  of  time  in  the  fyftem,  without  pro- 
ducing any  of  the  ordinary  fymptoms  of 
Lues  Venerea :  That  other  difeafes  alto- 
gether different  from  Lues  Venerea  in  the 
form  under  which  it  ufually  appears,  are, 
in  fome  inilances,  induced  by  this  virus. 
That  the  quantity  of  mercury  commonly 
given  in  what  is  termed  an  alterative 
courfe  may  be  fufficient  for  curing  the 
exifting  fymptoms  of  Lues  Venerea,  and  yet 
altogether  inadequate,  however  long  con- 
tinued, for  removing  the  difpoiition.  And 
laflly,  although  a  courfe  of  the  alterative 
kind  may  repeatedly  fail,  that  the  fyphilitic 
difpoiition,  as  well  as  the  worft  fymptoms 
of  the  difeafe,  may  be  removed  by  the  pro- 
per exhibition  of  a  full  quantity  of  mer- 
cury. 
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rT,HE  following  Appendix  contains  for- 
mulse  of  all  the  medicines  enume- 
rated in  this  volume,  as  well  as  of  fome 
others  occafionally  employed  by  other 
practitioners  in  the  cure  of  Lues  Vene- 
rea. 

No.  i.  Emplajlrum  hydrargyria  vufgo,  Em- 
plaftrum  ccerulcum,  vel  mcrcuriale. « 
Ph.  Edhi. 
R.  Olei  olivarum. 

Relink  albre  utriufque  partem  unam. 

Hydrargyri  partes  tres. 

Emplaftri  lythargyri  partes  fex. 
Cum  oleoVet  refina,  liquefactis  fimul,  et 
dein  refrigeratis,  teratur  hydrargyrus,  do- 
nee evaneibant  globuli ;  turn  paulatim  ad- 
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datur  emplaftrum  lythargyri  liquefac-- 
tum,  et  omnia  accurate  mifceantur. 

Unguentum  hydrargyri  fortius,    vulgo,  Un- 
guentum niercuriale.    Pharm.  Lond. 

No.  2.    R.  Hydrargyr.  purif.  P.  libra* 
duas. 

Adepis  fuillse  prasparatse  P.  un- 

cias  tres  et  viginti. 

Seyi  ovilli  preparati  P.  unciam 
unam, 

Tere  primum  hydrargyrum  cum  fevo  et 
tantillo  adepis  fuillse,  donee  globuli  vifum 
fugerint ;  dein  adde  quod  reliquum  eft 
adipis,  ut  fiat  unguentum. 

Ungitentum  hydrargyri  mitius. 
R.  Unguenti  hydrargyri  fortioris 

partem  unam. 
Adepis  fuillae  preparatar  partes 

duas,  mifce. 

No.  3.    TiluL-c  hydrargyri,   vu/go,  Pilules 
mercuriales.    Pharm.  Edin. 
R.  Hydrargyri. 

Mannx,  utriufeme  unciam  unam, 

pulve- 
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pulveris  glycyrrhizae  uncias 
duas. 

Tere  hydrargyrum  cum  manna  in  mortario 
vitreo,  donee  illius  globuli  vifum  peni- 
tus  effugerint,  addito  prout  opus  fuerit, 
mucilaginis  gummi  arabici  aliquantulo ; 
dein  pulverem  glycyrhizse  adjice,  et  aqua 
flat  marTa,  ftatim  dividends  in  pilulas 
quadringentas  octoginta  xquales. 

No.  4.     Solutio  mercurii  gnmmofa,  vulgo, 
Pktilis  folution. 

R.  Mercurii  vivi  depuratimmi  51. 

Gummi  Arabici  3  ii. 
Terantur  invicem  in  mortareo  lapideo, 
addito  medio,  cochleari  aqua?  fumaria?, 
donee  mercurius  penitus  difpareat  in  mu- 
cura.  Exacte  fubactis  admifce  fennm 
conterendo. 

Syrupi  kermefini  %  fs. 

Aqua?  fumaria?  3  viii. 
,  §um.  mane  et  vefpere,  cochlearia  duo. 


Solutio 
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Solulio  Mcrcurii  Alia, 

R.  Hydrargyr.  purifs.  3  ii. 

Gummi  Arabici  3  fs. 
Terantur  invicem  in  mortareo  lapideo,  ad- 
dito  medio,  cochleari  aquae,  donee  hydrar- 
gyria in  mucum  difpareat.  Huic  fubacto 
adde. 

Aquas  fontanas  3  ix. 

No.  5.  Mel  Mercuriak. 

R.  Mellis; 

Hydrargyri,  utriufque  unciam ; 
Terantur  in  mortareo  marmoreo  donee  hy- 
drargyri globuli  non  amplius  appareant. 

No.  6.    Hydrargyria  cum  creta,  vulgo,  Mer- 
curius  alkalifatus.    Ph.  Lond. 

R.  Hydrargyri  purificati  uncias 
tres. 

Gretas  preparatas  uncias  quinque 
Tere  iimul,  donee  globuli  vifum 
fugerint. 


No.  7. 
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No.  7.     Hydrargyrus  calc'matus,  vulgo,  Mer- 
.  curius  calcinatus.    Ph.  Loud. 

R.  Hydrargyri  purificati  libram 
imam. 

Hydrargyrum  in  *  cucurbita  vi- 
trea,  cui  fundus  planior  fit,  in 
balneo  arenas,  caloris  600%  ex- 
pone,  donee  in  pulverem  ru- 
brum  concreverit. 

No.  8.  Hydrargyrus  ?nuriatvs  corrofivus, 
vulgo,  Mer  curius  fublimatus  cor" 
ro/ivus,  Ph.  Ed, 

R.  Hydrargyri. 

Acidi  nitron  diluti,  utriufque  un- 

cias  quatuor. 
Murias  exficcatae, 
Ferri  vitriolati  exficcati,  utriufque 
uncias  quinque. 
Solvatur  hydrargyrus  in  acido  nitrofo,  et 
vaporet  folutio  in  maflam  albam  penitus 
ficcam  ;  dein  adde  muriam  et  ferrum  vi- 
triolatum.    Bene  contrita  et  comniixta  in- 
dantnr  phialae,  quam  fere  dimidiarn  im- 
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pleant ;  et  ex  arena,  primum  igne  leni, 
poftea  fenfim  au&o,  liiblimentur. 

No.  9.  Hydrargyrus  muriatus  mitis,  vul- 
goy  Calomclasy  Jive  mercurius 
dulcis. 

R.  Hydrargyri  muriati  corro- 
fivi,  in  mortario  vitreo  triti, 
uncias  quatuor, 

Hydrargyri  vincias  tres  cum  fe- 
mifte. 

Terantur  fimul  in  mortario  vitreo  ad  ex- 
tinctionem  hydrargyri;  pulvifque  phialae 
oblongoe,cujus  tertiam  tantum  impleat  par- 
tem, inditus,  ex  arena  calida  fublimatur. 
Sublimatione  peracla  confractaque  phiala, 
pulvis  rubens  circa  fundum  et  albicans 
circa  collurn  ejus  pariter  rejiciendus  eft, 
maffa  vero  reliqua,  ter  quatuorve  denuo 
fublimanda,  et  in  puiverem  tenuimmum 
terenda. 

No.  ic« 
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No.  10.    Sohttio  mercurii  fpirituof a. 

R.   Mercur.   fublimat.  corrof. 

Solve  in  fpirit.  vin.  gallic.  3  xvi. 

No.  1 1 .    Pilules  e  mer curio  fublimato  corro- 

Jivo. 

R.  Mercurii  fublimati  corrofivi. 
Salis  ammoniaci,  utriufque  grana 
decern. 

Aquse  diftillatae  drachmam. 
Confervas  rofarum  fcrupulos  duos. 
Pulveris  radicis  glycyrhizae,  q.  £ 

nt  f.  mafla  in  pilulas  octaginta 

dividenda. 

No.  12.  Aqua  phagade7iica. 

R.  Mercurii  fublimati  corrofivi 

fcrupulum  unum. 
Solve  in    aquce  calcis  libram 

unam. 
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No.  13.  Hydrargyrus  nitralus  ruber,  vulg», 
Mercurius  prectpitatus  ruber. 
Ph.  Edin. 

R.  Hydrargyria 

Acidi  nitri  diluti,utriufquelibram 
unam. 

Solvatur  hydrargyrus,  lentoque  igne 
vaporet  folutio  in  maffam  alb  am  uccam ; 
quae  in  pulverem  contrita,  et  cucurbitae 
vitreae  inditse,  torreatur  igne,  fenfim  auc- 
to,  materia  affidue  bacillo  vitreo  agitata 
ut  aequaliter  incalefcat,  donee  ejus  paux- 
illum,  cochleari  vitreo  exemptum  et  re- 
frigeratum,  fquamulas  fplendentes  rubras 
exhibeat.    Turn  vas  ab  igne  removeatur. 

No.  14.     Unguentum    Hydrargyri  Nitrati, 
vidgo  unguentum  Citrinum. 

Hydrargyri  unciam  unam. 

Acidi  nitron,  uncias  duas. 

Axungias  porcinse  libras  duas. 
Digere  hydrargyrum  cum  acido  nitrofo  iii- 
per  arenam  calidam,  ut  fiat  folutio,  quam 
calidimmam  adhuc  mifce  cum  axungia 

por- 
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porcina  liquefadta,  et  clenuo  frigefcente ; 

itrenue  dein  miiluram  fubige  in  mortario 
vitreo,  ut  fiat  unguentum. 

No.  15.  Hydrargyrus  precipitatus  cinereus, 
vulgo,  Pidvis  mercurii  cinercus. 
Ph.  Edin. 

R.  Hydrargyri. 

Acidi  nitron  diluti,  paria  pon- 
dera. 

Mifce  nt  fqlvatur  hydrargyrus,  folutum 
aqua  pura  dilue,  et  adde  aquae  ammonias 
quantum  fatis  fit  ad  hydrargyrum  penitus 
ab  acido  liberandum ;  pulvis  dein  aqua 
pura  lavetur  et  exficcatur. 

No.  16.  Hydrargyrus  vitriolatus  flavus^ 
vulgo,  Turpethum  miner  ale.  Ph. 
Lond. 

R.  Hydrargyri  purificati  libram 
unam. 

Acidi  vitriolici    uncias  quin- 
decem 

Mifta 
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Mifta  in  vafe  vitreo,  gradatim  incalefcant 
donee  coeant,  et  materia  igne  acri  penitus 
exficcetur.  Mxc,  plurima  aqua  diftillata 
calida  affufa,  ftatim  riavcicet,  et  in  pulve- 
rem  fatifcet,  pulverem  tere  cum  hac  aqua 
in  mortario  vitreo.  Poftquam  pulvis  fub- 
federit  aquam  effunde,  et  aqua  diftillata 
lava^mateiiem  donee  faporis  expers  fuerit. 

No.  17.    Pilule  e  mer curio  acetato,  vulgo, 


Trochifcl  Keyferi. 

R.  Mercurii  acetati. 
Mannx  purifs. 

Pulv.  gum.  arab.  utriufque  si. 
Aquas  rpfae,  q,  f.  ut  f.  mafTa 


in  pilulas  fexaginta  dividen- 


da. 


No.  18. 


P'ilula  e  mercurio  tartarifato. 

R.  Mercurii  tartarifat.  5  i. 
Pulv.  rad.  glycyrhiz. 
Conferv.  rofar  utriufque  5  ii. 
Mucilag.  gum.  arab.  q.  f.  ut  f, 
mafTa  in  pilulas  fexaginta  di- 
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No.  19.        Gargarifina  e  borace. 

R.  Borac.  purif.  %  i. 

Solv.  in  aquas  fontanae  bullienti* 

libram  nnam,  et  adde 

Mellis  optitn.  uncias  duas. 

No.  20.  Pihdce  Plummeri. 

R.  Calomelanos. 
Sulplmris  aurat.  antimon.  utri- 

Lifque  unciam. 
Conferv.  Rofar.   q.  f.   ut  fiat 

maffa. 

No.  21.        Decoclum  ligni  giwgacl. 

R.  Rafur.  ligni  guajac.  ^ifs. 

Rad  glycyrhizse  3  fs. 

Coq.  in  aq.  fontanaz  lb  ii.  adi 

lb  ifs. 
Colatura  adde. 
Sacchari,  q.  f. 

No.  22.         Deco&um  farfaparillce. 

R.  Radicis  farfaparilla?  fiflaejiii. 
Aquae  bullientis  libras  tres. 

In- 
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Infundantur  per  horas  quatuor,  dein  ex- 
prelFo  liquore  probe  contundatur  radix, 
cui  iterum  adjice  liquorem.  Macera  per 
haras  feptem,  pofbea  coque  ad  libras  duas, 
et  fortiter  expremendo  cola. 

No.  23.    Decoclum  rad.  mczerei. 

R.   Corticis    radicis  mezerei, 

drachmam. 
Radicis  glycirrhizas,  drachmas 

duas. 

Aq.  fontanse  libras  tres. 
Coque  ad  libras  duas. 
Colaturse  adde 

Syrup,  althese  unciam  unam. 

No.  24.    Pulvis  ipecacuanha  compofitus,  vid- 
go,    Pulvis  Doveri,  Pbamu 
Lofid. 

R.  Ipecacuanha. 

Opii  purificati  duri,  fingulorum 
in  pulverem  tritorum  drach- 
mam unam. 

Kali  vitriolati  in  pulverem  triti 
unciam  unam.  Mifce. 

No.  25* 
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No.  25.    Unguentum  mercuriale  album. 

R.  Unguent,  limplic.  Ph.  Edin. 

uncias  duas. 
Calomelanos   drachmas  duas. 

Mifce. 

No.  26.    Unguentum  mercuriale  rubrum. 

R.  Unguent.  Barfilic.  Pharm. 
Edin.  unciam  unam. 

Mercur.  precip.  rub.  ppft.  drach- 
mas duas.  Mifce. 

No.  27.       Ujigucntum  ex  JErugine. 

R.  Unguent,  bafilic.  Pharm.  E- 

din.  unciam  unam. 
iEruginispulv.  fcrupulumunum. 

Mifce. 

No.  28.    Unguentum  faturninum,  Pharm. 

Land. 

R.  Ceruffae  acetatae  drachmas 
duas. 

Ceras  albse  -P.  uncias  duas. 
Olei  olivx  M.  libram  dimidiam. 

Ce- 
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CerufTam  acetatam,  in  pulverem  tritam, 
cum  aliqua  olei  parte  contere ;  deinde  earn 
cerse,  cum  oleo  reliquo  liquifadlas,  adde, 
Mifturam  agita  donee  refrixerit. 

No.  29.    Llnimentum  cera  Pbarm.  Land. 

R.  Cerse  albs  P.  uncias  quatuor, 
Spermatis  ceti  P.  uncias  tres. 
Olei  olivse  M.  libram  unam. 

Lento  igne  liquefacla  amdue  acriterque 

agita,  donee  fefrixerint. 

No.  30.    Llnimentum  lapidis  calaminaris, 

R.   Olei  olivamm  M.  libram 
unam. 

Gerae  albse  P.  uncias  duas. 
Lapidis  calaminaris  pr'separati,P. 
unciam  unam.    M.  S.  A. 

No.  31.    Emplajlrum  lytbargyri,  vulgo,  Em- 
plajlrum commune.  Pbarm.  Ed'ui. 

Pv.  Lythargyri  partem  unam. 

Olei  olivarum  partes  duas. 
Adjecla  aqua,  coque,  aflidue  agitans,  do- 
nee oleum  ct  Lithargyrus  coeant  in  em- 
plaflrum. 

No.  3?., 
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No.  32.  Muriate d  Barytcs. 

This  preparation  is  obtained  by  dif- 
folving  aerated  barytes  in  the  muriatic 
acid.  The  procefs  is  not  difficult,  and  I 
meant  to  have  given  a  form  of  it ;  but  as 
this  article  has  never  till  of  late  been 
ufed  as  a  medicine,  as  fome  varieties  of 
the  terra  ponderofa  have  lately  been  dis- 
covered, and  as  it  requires  fome  difcern- 
ment  to  diftinguifh  them,  I  think  it  bet- 
ter, in  a  point  of  fuch  importance,  to  refer 
to  a  more  particular  account  of  it  than 
could  be  inferted  in  this  place.  This  is 
the  more  neceffary,  as  tke  medicine,  even 
in  its  purefl  ftate,  is  of  a  nature  that  re- 
quires to  be  ufed  with  much  caution  ; 
and  particularly  as  many  fpecimens  of 
barytes  are  found  to  contain  connder- 
able  quantities  of  lead,  copper,  and  ar- 
fenic. 

The  paper  to  which  I  allude  is  written 
by  Doctor  Adair  Crawford  of  London, 
and  is  inferted  in  the  fecond  volume  of 
Medical  Communications.    Doctor  Craw- 

Vol.  II.  L  1  ford, 
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ford,  betides  giving  an  accurate  detail 
of  the  effects  of  this  medicine  in  fe- 
veral   cafes   of   fcrophula   and  cancer, 
gives  directions  for  deteding  the  admix- 
ture of  other  fubftances,  and  for  regulat- 
ing the  dofes.    The  dofe  ought  at  firft  to 
be  very  fmall,  not  more  than  four  drops 
for  an  adult,  and  two  for  children  of 
eight  or  ten  years.    I  have  found,  how- 
ever, that  when  increafed  in  a  gradual 
manner,  thirty  drops  may  be  given  to  an 
adult,  and  repeated  two  or  three  times 
a-  day  ;  but  as  Doctor  Crawford  very  pro- 
perly obferves,  the  quantity  mould  not 
be  farther  augmented  after  it  begins  to 
excite  naufea  or  any  difagreeable  fymp- 
tom.    I  even  think,  that  in  fuch  circum- 
ftances  it  mould  for  a  few  days  be  omit- 
ted, and  the  dofe  leffened  on  being  again 
entered  upon.    In  the  trials  that  I  have 
made  with  it,  no  harm  has  ever  been  done 
by  it,  while  in  different  cafes  of  obfti- 
nate  fores,  proceeding  from  fcrophula  as 
well  as  other  caufes,  it  has  evidently  prov- 
ed literal.    Since  I  had  occafion  to  men^ 

tion 


Appendix.  531 

tion  this  remedy  in  a  former  "part  of  this 
work,  1  have  given  it  in  twelve  different 
cafes  ;  but  as  moft  of  thefe  are  Hill  1111- 
d  r  cure,  1  cannot  with  propriety  give  a 
detail  of  them.  I  may  remark,  however, 
in  general,  that  the  more  experience  I 
have  had  of  it  the  more  I  am  pleafed 
with  it.  Where  no  efFecl  has  been  pro- 
duced by  it  on  the  difeafe  for  which  it 
was  prefcribed  it  has  feldom  failed  to 
excite  appetite,  and  to  improve  the 
ftrcngth  and  general  health  of  the  patient. 
I  therefore  confider  it  as  an  important  ad- 
dition to  our  lift  cf  tonics.  Hitherto 
the  folution  which  I  have  employed  has 
been  procured  from  London ;  but  as  I 
expect  foon  to  be  fupplied  with  a  quan- 
tity of  terra  ponderoik,  I  mean  to  have  it 
prepared  here. 
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—                             method  of  treatment  of  408 
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Antimony  Crude,  ufeful  in  venereal  eruptions  386 

Aqua  Phagadenica,  form  of                -  321 

Afthma  Venereal,  cafes  of  cured  by  mercury  446 

Atrophy,  a  fymptom  of  Lues  Venerea          -  1 50 

 described                 -               -  ib. 
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II.  351 
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bladder^  -  -  288 
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Bubo,  produced  by  the  abforption  of  the  fyphi- 

litic  virus          -                  m  II.  31 

 feat  of  40 

 ■  frequently  more  than  one                -  42 

-  caufe  of  being  always  external           -  43 

 ■  defcription  of                  -             -  II.  45 

^  'fuppurates  more  quickly  than  other  glan- 
dular tumours  48 

-  how  diftinguifhed  from  other  tumours  in 

the  groin                 -  49 

■*            often  connected  with  fcrophula          -  50 

 fometimes  connected  with  eryfipelas  53 

jS-"  in  women,  fituation  of                 -  57 

  at  fir  ft  always  local           -                 £  58 

 method  of  treatment  of          -           -  344 

 fuppuration  of,  never  to  be  encouraged  34^ 

-  diicuffion  of,  always  to  be  attempted  ib. 

 remedies  to  be  applied  for  346 

 fuppurated,  treatment  of                -  35^ 

object  in  opening           -  356 


 different  methods  of  opening  ib. 

  Indolent,  ftate  of  defcribed.            -  367 

C. 

Calces  of  Mercury,  activity  of              -  II.  222 

 1                differences  between  the  225 

Calaminaris  Lapis,  form  of  ufing  in  injection  I,  433 

Calomel,  ufed  in  injections  in  Gonorrhoea       -  94 

 forms  of  ufing  in  injection               -  431 

 obfervations  on                  -  II.  238 

  frictions  with,  in  the  infide  of  the  month  248 

Camphor  proves  ufeful  in  chordee              -  I.  151 

 form  of  ufing  in  injection            -  433 

and          -  439 

Cantharides,  ufeful  in  gleet                   -  195 

 form  of  ufing  in  injections          -  443 

Caruncles,  or  flefhy  excrefcences  in  the  urethra  254 

Cataracts,  from  Lues  Venerea               -  II.  139 

j                effect  of  mercury  upon  404 

Catheter,  obfervations  on  the  ufe  of          -  I.  330 

L  1  4  Gauftici 
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Cauftic,  danger  of  introducing  into  the  urethra  I.  303 

■  caution,  in  applying  to  chancres  II.  321 

_  experiment  concerning                 -  322 

 method  01'  ufing              -              -  326 

—           its  utility  in  fores  fucceeding  to  buboes  364 

— ■  in  venereal  ulcers          -  373 

Chancre  within  the  urethra,  inftance  of       -  I.  22 
— — — —  the  matter  of  does  not  produce  Gonor- 
rhoea 34 

 does  not  always  precede  buboes          -  375 

■  —  described                  .                  -  II.  13 

 different  periods  of  appearing           -  14 

—          feat  of.  15 

  matter  of                 -              -  16 

 varieties  of                 -              -  19 

 in  fo  ^e  inftanccs,  rapid  progrefs  of  22. 

 remarkable  inftances  of                -  ib. 

  in  women                    »  24 

 cure  of                 -                  -  316 

 fhould  be  healed  fpeedily              -  317 

 the  cure  of,  not  always  to  be  effected  by 

the  interna]  ufe  of  mercury,  319 
 never  to  be  trufted  to  local  re- 
medies alone              -  320 

 mod  quickly  cured  by  the  ufe  of  cauftic  321 

■  inflamed  ftate  of,  relieved  by  leeches  332 

 dangerous  haemorrhage  from           -  335 

 inflamed  ftate  of,  not  hurt  by  mercury  338 

  clea,  ftate  of  various  applications  for  339 

-  '  treatment  of,  when  conjoined  with  phy- 

mofls               -               -  341. 

 in  women,  method  of  treatment  of       -  342 

Chops  in  the  hands  and  feet  defcribed            -  145 

 method  of  cure  of  408 

Chordee,  definition  of                  -  1.  148 

 produced  by  inflammation             -  1 50 

Cicuta,  fometimes  ufefid,  in  fores  fucceeding  to  Bu- 

buoes                  -                     -  II.  362 

Circumcifion,  obfervations  on  the  operation  of  I.  396 

Cold  Bathing,  ufeful  in  Gonorrhoea            -  117 

 ,                in  Gleet               -  200 

Cold 
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Cold  Bathing,  ufeful  in  fwelling  of  the  teftis  I.  356 
Cold  and  Dampnefs,  dangerous  effedi  of  in  Lues 

Venerea  -  -  II.  no 

Gonfequences  of  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta        -         I.  174. 

Ccrd  Spermatic,  fwellings  of  -  ^8 

.  remedies  applied  for  361 

Corona  Veneris,  what  -  II.  89 

Cowper's  Glands,  affections  of  -  h  11a 

'  D. 

Deafnefs,  from  Lues  Venerea  -  II.  143 

 method  of  treatment  of  -  407 

Decoct um  Luftanicum,  or  Lifbon  diet-drink, 

formula  of  -  -  I.  412 

 Ligni  guajaci,  form  of  -  II.  525 

 Sarfaparillie,  -  -  ib. 

 Mezerei  -  -  j26 

Deranged  Seniations  in  the  bladder  and  urethra    I.  309 

 not  eafily  accounted  for  314. 

 remedies  to  be  ufed  in  318 

Diarrhoea  excited  by  mercury,  remedies  for  II.  283 
Difeaies,  different,  may  exift  at  the  fame  time  on 

the  fame  part  "  "  99 

Dropfy,  fyphilitic  cafe  of,  cured  by  mercury  501 

Duncan,  Dr.  his  opinion  of  the  action  of  mercury  211 

E. 

Electricity,  its  utility  in  the  indolent  ftate  of 

Bubo  -  -  II.  367 

Elephantiafis,  a  fymptom  in  Syphilis  - 

Emetics,  their  utility  in  Hernia  Humoralis  I.  3^4 

Emplaftrum  Mercuriale,  form  of  -  II.  515 

-  ■  Lythargyri,  form  of  -  IL  548 

Epilepfy  Syphilitic,  cafe  of,  cured  by  mercury  ^05 

Eruption  induced  by  mercury,  defcription  of  288 

 1  remedies  for  289 

Efcharotics,  their  utility  in  chancres            -  328 
Excoriations  from  Gonorrhoea  do  not  require  mer- 
cury                      -  23 

  in  the  parts  of  generation  of  women  388 

Excrcfcences  Venereal,  about  the  anus  -  J23 

Ex- 
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Excrefcenccs  Venereal,  dcfcription  of  H.  125 

•  ■    in  women,  fometimes 

produce  buboes  126 
 —    cure  of             -  394. 

F. 

Fever,  as  a  fymptom  of  Lues  Venerea  II.  151 

 Venereal,  obfervations  on                -  413 

Fiftula  in  Perinao,  moft  frequent  caufe  of  I.  301 
Fluor  Albus,  its  refemblance  to  Gonorrhoea  159 
 how  to  be  diftinguilhed  from  Go- 
norrhoea                  -  1 60 

  cured  by  aftringent  injections  I  fir. 

Frenum,  fometimes  neceifary  to  cut  -  II.  330 
Fumigations  with  Mercury,  in  what  manner  ap. 

plied                      .  231 

 fometimes  ufeful  in  chancres  329 

 their  utility  in  fores  fucceeding  to 

Buboes               -  II.  365 

G. 

Gangrene  induced  by  Chancres,  rapid  progrefs  of  332 
 :  opium  the  beft  re- 
medy for  334. 

 — <  i —    mercury  does 

harm  in  -  336 

Gargarifma  e  borace,  form  of                 -  525 

Gilchrift  Doctor,  his  Eifay  on  Sibbens           -  441 

Glands  in  the  Groin,  fwel lings  of              -  I.  372 

 remedies  employed  in  373 

Glans  and  Prepuce,  excoriations  of          -  1.  378 

Gleet,  import  of  the  term                   -  176 

  remarkable  caft  of                 -  180 

  arifes  from  different  caufes               -  1S2 

  often  the  eif<-(5t  of  local  relaxation         -  185 

  feldom  of  general  debility               -  188 

—    remedies  ufeful  in                     -  190 

.         inflammation  uieful  in             -       -  196 

  diet  recommended  in                 -  198 

Gleat 
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Gleet,  relieved  by  a  feton  in  perinajo            -     I.  ac6 

  a  frequent  confequence  of  ftrictures  in  the 

urethra             -                -  208 

  fometimes  relieved  by  opiates            -  213 

Gonorrhoea  and  Lues  Venerea  appeared  at  dif- 
ferent periods                  -  3 
— — -— — .  a  much  more  frequent  difeafe  than 

pox                 -             -  20 

-  :  tranflation  of  the  matter  of         -  26 

 the   matter  of,  does  not  produce 

chancres                      -  34 

 and  fyphilis  fometimes  remain  long 

diftinct                     -  35 

 time  of  appearing                -  45 

 fymptoms  of                    -  46 

 fympathetic  pains  in              -  48 

 in  women                        -  53 

 matter  of              -  $6 

 manner  of  infection  in              -  37 

 remarkable  fact  in                 -  59 

 maUer  of,  not  produced  by  ulcers  60 

 produced  by  inflammation  62 

 refemblance  of  to  catarrh              -  6$ 

 prognofib  in                     -  66 

-                 general  obi'ervations  on              -  71 

 firft  ftage  of                    -  82 

 regimen  in        '  105 

 low  diet  improper  in             -  ib. 

 fecond  ftage  of                -  17 

—  third  ftage  of             -            -  121 

 fourth  ftage  of                 -  137 

 in  women              -              -  157 

 always  a  local  difeafe             -  168 

 lpuria,  what                 -  379 

 obiervations  on              -  3^0 

 means  of  diftinguifliing  from 

Lues  Venerea           -  383 

—  — — i —  method  of  curing           -  3 84 

. — .— — .  1  excited  b   Javiue  :  pplied  to 

the  urethra               -  415 


Gonorrhoea 
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Gonorrhoea  fimplex                  -             -        I.  416 

■  «              obfervations  on           -  417 

 remarkable  cafe  of  420 

 may  be  produced  by  the 

 matter  of  fluor  albus  423 

 may  excite  fwelling  of  the 

teftis                      .  426 

1  •  — — - — — —  fwellings  of  the 

inguinal  glands  ib. 

 neceffity  of  difcriminating  428 

 method  of  cure          -  429 

Guaiacum,  obfervations  on  -  II.  299 

 proofs  of  its  power  as  an  anti-fyphi- 

litic                    -             -  300 

Gutta  Serena,  from  Lues  Venerea             -  138 

H. 

Haimorrhages  from  the  urethra  -  I.  154 

<  produced  by  chancres,  remedies 

for                   -                   II.  336 

Headach,  fyphilitic  cafe  of,  cured  by  mercury  501 
Hernia  Humoralis,  what                 -                 L  332 

  femoralis,  fometimes  miftakenfor  Bubo     II.  55 

Herpes,  fimilar  to  Venereal  eruptions  -  90 
Hunter  Mr.  John,  fome  of  his  opinions  examined, 

Vol.  II.  pages  32.  100.  169.  iqi.  and  284. 
Hydrocele,  fometimes  induced  by  hernia  humo- 
ralis                  -                    -                    L  343 
Hyofcyamus,  proves  ufeful  in  chordee          -  153 

I, 

Impotency,  what                 -             -              I.  218 

 caufes  of              -              -  22a 

 frequently  induced  by  local  weaknefs  222 

 feldom  the  effect  of  general  debility  ib. 

' — -  two  ftages  of                 -  224 

 firft  ftage  of                  -  230 

 fecond  llage  of                  *  ib. 

 relieved  by  electricity              .  234 

  1  ■                  by  hyocyamus             -  ibi 

Imp5- 
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Impotency,  may  occur  from  fwelling  of  the  epi- 
dydymis 

Inflammation,  flight  degree  of,  neceflary  for  the 

production  of  bubo 
Injections,  their  early  application  recommended 

 not  to  be  ufed  while  the  telles  are 

fwelled  r 
— — — —  ftrength  of 

■    manner  of  ufing 

-    frequency  of  ufing 

.  fometimes  do  harm 
 general  obfervations  on  the  ufe  of 

■    ftimulating,  ufefal  in  gleet 

 aftringent  fometimes  ufeful  in  gleet 

— — —  formulae  of  - 

K. 

Kidneys  fometimes  affected  in  Gonorrhoea 
Kino,  an  ufeful  ingredient  in  injections 
— —   ufeful  in  hsemorrhagies 

■  forms  of  ufing  in  injection 
1     its  utility  in  Diarrhoea 

L. 

Lapis  Calaminaris  ufed  in  injections 
Lavender,  fpirit  of,  an  application  for  chancres 
Lead,  ufed  in  injections 
Leeches,  their  utility  in  hernia  humoralis 

  their  bites,  obfervations  on 

Lime  Water,  when  ufeful  in  gleet 
Linimentum  Cerae,  form  of 
Lips,  method  of  treating  chancres  on 
Lixivium  Caufticum,  form  of  ufing  in  injections 
Lues  Venerea,  fometimes  takes  place  without 
chancres 

■  appeared  in  Europe  before  Go- 

norrhoea 

,  appeared  at  Otaheite  before  Go- 
norrhoea 

•  when  firfh  accurately  defcribed 

s   '        in  what  manner  communicated 
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Lues  Venerea,  often  given  by  an  infected  nurfJ°L  ^ 
to  a  child,  and  vice  verfa  I.  4 

"  '  may  be  communicated  by  the 

milk  in  nurfing  .  ? 

 matter  of,  may  be  abforbed  from 

any  part  of  the  fur- 
face  of  the  body  7 
 is  not  readily  abforb- 
ed  from   the  fto- 
mach  -  9 

 fymptoms  of  _  12 

 the  caufe  of  its  breaking  out 

fooner  in  fome  than  in  others  37 

 cannot  be  cured  by  evacuants  200 

 in  infants  -  . 

 proofs  of  -  418 

  cafe.-  of  -  420 

how  to  be  treated  429 


 remarkable  cafe  of  -  434 

 1  fome  peculiarities  of  form  of  43(3 

— 1  its  power  in  inducing  other  dif- 

eaies  -  -  436 

Lymphatic  veffels  of  the  penis,  fwellings  of  I,  364 

 remedies  ufe- 

ful  in  370 

two  cafes  of  37; 


Lythargyri  acetum,  form  of  .  437 

M. 

Mania  fyphilitic,  cafe  of,  cured  by  mercury  II.  510 
Mel  Mercuriale,  form  of  -  518 

Mercury  not  necelfary  in  Gonorrhoea  -        I.  1 69 

  ufeful  m  a  thickened  ftate  of  the  bladder  172 

■   never  proves  ufeful  in  gleet  -  215 

.  —  apt  to  do  harm  in  hernia  humoralis  353 

.   crude,  form  of  ufing  in  injection       -  432 

Mercurius  fublimatus  Corrofivus,  form  of  ufing  in 

injection  -  439 

Mercury,  partial  ufe  of,  a  remarkable  effect  of    II.  103 

Mer- 
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Mercury  general  obfervations  on          -            II.  183 

«,  .    general  effects  of  on  the  fyftem           -  185 

 ■    Itimulating  effects  of             -  186 

-              diftrefsful  fymptoms  induced  by        -  188 

■  ■    operation  of  in  the  cure  of  fyphilis  189 

■   irritation  excited  by  not  neceffary  in  the 

cure               -                 -  193 

■  does  not  cure  fyphilis  by  the  evacuation 

which  it  excites                   -  198 

■  antidotal  powers  of,  proofs  of         -  204 

  acts  as  an  antidote  in  the  cure  of  fyphilis  207 

  preparations  of                   -  214 

■               in  what  manner  rendered  active         -  217 

  different  methods  of  exhibiting        -  227 

  fumes  of                 -                 -  227 

—  in  fome  cafes  an  ufeful  l'emedy  229 

Mercurial  preparations  from  triture,  obfervations 

on                 -  232 

Mercurius  alkalifatus,  obfervations  on           -  235 

 calcinatus,  obfervations  on           •  ib. 

■  form  of                   -  5 1  g 

  fublimatus  corrofivus,  obfervations  on  236 

■>  — —  form  of             -  519 

 '•         cincreus,  obfervations  on          -  240 

■  form  of                      -  523 

  acetatus,  obiervations  on              -  241 

Mercurial  frictions,  obfervations  on           -  243 

Mercury  abforbed,  quantity  of  difficult  to  afcertain  245 

Murcurial  courfe,  duration  of                 -           il.  254 

Mercury  alterative,  courfe  of  defcribed          -  2^  8 

 obfervations  on 

 — :  not  to  be  depended 

on  for  the  cure  of 

-  (                       fyphilis          ,  ib. 

.  quantity  of,  neceffary  to  be  employed  266 

— ;  courfe  of,  regimen  to  be  obferved  in  269 

■■■    —  patients  taking,  ought  not  to  go  abroad  271 

 courfe  of,  a  caution  previous  to        -  281 

yy-        how  far  to  be  confidered  as  a  certain 

cure  for  fyphilis                 -  291 

Mer- 
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Mercury-  courfe  of,  its  failure  in  the  cure  of  fy- 

philis              -                 -  II.  298 
Mercury  how  to  be  applied  for  the  difcuffion  of 

buboes                    -              -  II.  34* 

—   fhould  be-  given  during  every  ftage  of 

bubo  '         '      -'                .  355 

 Van  Swieten's  folution  of              -  521 

Mercurius  dulcis,  form  of                     -  520 

 precipitates  ruber,  form  of          -  522 

Mezereon,  obfervations  on                  -  307 

 ~  method  of  exhibiting                   -  g°9 

 ufeful  in  hernia  humoralis          -  353 

Morbid  ftate  of  the  fyftem  induced  by  mercury  293 

Mucus,  attraction  between  and  mercury          -  85 

N. 

Jvfodes,  definition  of  II.  ic8 

 —  moft  frequent  fituation  of             -  1 1 1 

 —  defcription  of             -                 -  112 

—        caufe  of  their  being  painful              -  113 

—  cure  of              -                  -  387 

  when  they  ought  to  be  laid  open         -  390 

O. 

Obftru&ions  in  the  urethra               -  I-  235 

 fpafmcdic  of  the  urethra            -  241 

Ointment  mercurial,  ftrength  of             -  II.  250 

 obfervations  on  the  ufe  of  ib. 

 abforption  of,  promoted  by 

friction              -  252 

Onanifm,  the  baneful  effects  of             -  !•  222 

Opiate  Cly  tiers  ufeful  in  Gonorrhaea              -  127 

,   ufeful  in  gleet                  -  2I4 

Gpia  es  ufeful  in  chordee                  -  I5° 

  theu  utility  in  mortification              -  241 

Opium  ufed  in  injections  in  Gonorrhoea           -  95 

—— proves  hurtful  in  impotency            -  233 

  its  utility  in  fpafms  of  the  urethra       -  248 

Opium 
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Opium,  an  ufeful  remedy  in  fwelling  of  the  teftis  I.  345 

  forms  of  ufmg  in  injection            -  434 

  its  utility  in  removing  falivation  II.  276 

 obfervations  on             -              -  310 

■-»    —  when  firft  employed  in  the  cure  of  fy- 

philis                  -                 -  ib. 
 proves  chiefly  ufeful  by  allaying  irri- 
tation              -                -  312 

■  large  dofes  of  given  in  Lues  Venerea  3  14 

 external  application  of                -  316 

 its  utility  in  irritability  of  the  bladder 

and  urethra              -       -           -  318 

 in  fores  fucceeding  to  buboes            -  363 

■  ■  ■        often  particularly  ufeful  in  venereal  ul- 
cers              -                 -  384 

P. 

Pains,  venereal,  how  diftinguifhed  from  rheuma- 

tifm  -  -  II.  11 3 

Paraphymofis,  what  -  I.  380 

 -    obfervations  on               -  401 

 operation  for                -  403 

Phthifis  VeneTeal,  cafe  of,  cured  by  mercury       II.  460 

Phymofis,  what              -                 -                1.  380 

 obfervations  on                    -  391 

 remedies  employed  in              -  392 

 operation  for  described               -  399 

Piluke  e  Mercurio  Sublimato  Corrofivo       -       II.  521 

 Plummeri                 -                -  S25 

■  — — —  confHtution  in  which  they  prove 

ufeful                  -  279 

 their  utility  in  venereal  blotches  386 

Plenk's  folntion,  form  cf                  -  517 

Powders  Efcharotic,  formulae  of             -           I.  451 

Por,  no  ftage  of  ever  induces  Gonorrhoea  -  32 
Pregnancy,  not  always  an  objection  to  the  ufe  of 

mercury              -                -                    II.  433 

Prophylactics,  obfervations  on                 -  448 

Proftate  Gland,  affections  of                -              I.  123 

Pulv is  Dover i,  form  of                  -                 II.  526 

Vou  II.                     Mm  Ra 
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Remedies  ufed  in  Lues  Venerea,  general  obfer- 

vations  on  -  -  II.  181 
Relina  ElafHca,  the  bell  material  for  bougies  I.  273 
Rheumatifm  Syphilitic,  cafe  of,  cured  by  mer- 
cury -  -  II.  478 
Ring  Worm,  what  -  -  pi 
Ro  atine  of  practice  to  be  guarded  againft       -  216 

S. 

Saccharum  Saturni,  form  of  ufmg  in  injections  I.  436 

Sal  Ammoniac,  form  of  ufmg  in  injections       -  441 

Salivation  not  necetfary  for  the  cure  of  fyphilis  II.  273 

 method  of  preventing                  -  ib. 

—  method  of  removing                 -  274 

..  ..   , —    mod  effectually  relieved  by  local  appli- 
cations             -               -  275 

 not  always  increafed  by  more  mercury  II.  277 

Sarfaparilla,  obfervations  on                 -  305 

 method  of  exhibiting              -  306 

Savine,  its  influence  in  removing  warts         -  I.  413 

Scropbula,  obfervations  on                 -  II.  297 

Scrotum,  thickening  of             -         *    -  148 

Scurvy,  obfervations  on                    -  292 

 and  a  courfe  of  mercury  induce  fimilar 

effects                 -                 -  296 

Sea  Bathing,  ufeful  in  certain  ftages  of  bubo  368 

  its  utility  in  venereal  fwellings  of 

the  teilis              -            -  400 
Semicupium  proves  ufeful  in  deranged  fenfations 

of  the  bladder               -                 s  I-  3 20 

Sibbens,  what                   -                -  11  -  437 

 defcription  of              -                -  .  43^ 

 method  of  cure  of                  -  446 

 method  of  preventing                 -  44$ 

Sinufes  in  perinceo,  how  to  be  treated          -  119 

 produced  by  buboes,  diftrefsful  effects  of  358 

Solutions  Efcharotic,  formula  of             -  E  45° 

Sore  Throat,  venereal                   -  W.  60 

 defcription  of             -  &£ 

 often  accompanied  with 

cryfypelas  -  '  ^4 

Sore 


1 
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Sore  Throat,  venereal,  fometimes  productive  of 

dcafnefs              -  II.  65 

.  fometimes  penetrates  to 

the  bones              -  66 

-1    fometimes  miftaken  for 

other  affections        -  69 

Spafms  of  the  urethra  relieved  by  blood-letting  I.  249 

—  by  Milters          -  250 

 1  '  by  ele£tricity       -  251 

— I — j  by  bougies         -  252 

Strictures  in  the  urethra,  obfervations  on       -  I.  2j8 

 leldom  the  coniequence  of  ulceration  264 

 !  nor  of  the  rupture  of  blood- 

veffels                    -  ib. 

1  nor  of  the  ufe  of  injections       -  265 

— —  moft  frequently  induced  by  relaxation  268 

■  not  to  be  cured  by  mercury           -  269 

—————  cured  wkh  mod  certainty  by  bougies  ib. 
fometimes  feated  in  one  fide  of  the 

urethra              -              -  269 
Sweating  induced  by  mercury,  method  of  pre- 
venting                 -                  -                 II.  287 
Symptoms,  from  the  fudden  ftoppage  of  Go- 
norrhoea not  venereal                 -  I.  14 
Syphilis,  remarkable  cure  of               -              II.  280 

T. 

Tendons  and  ligaments  not  often  affeCted  in  Lues 

Venerea             -                -              _  X22 

Tefticle,  fwelling  of,  from  Lues  Venerea        -  128 

— —  difference  between  it  and  hernia 

humoralis               -  129 

 how  diftinguimed  from  farco- 

cele              -              -  132 
Teftes,  both,  fometimes  fwell  m  Gonorrhoea         I.  332 

  fwelled  fymptoms  produced  by           -  333 

  fometimes  fwell  from  fympathy           -  336 

  fwelling  of,moft  frequently  the  effeCt  of  in- 
flammation         -              -  337 

 feldom  end  in  fuppuration          -  339 

■  remedies  employed  fcr  removing          -  340 

  decay  of                    -  356 

M  m  2  Teftis, 
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Teftis,  decay  of,  induced  by  onanifm          -       I.  357 

 ,   flopped  by  a  blifter  applied  over 

the  fcrotum,               -  358 

Throat,  ulcers  in,  cured  by  cauftic         -          II.  373 

Trochifci  Keyferi,  form  of                 -  524 

Tumours  in  the  fubftance  of  the  urethra       -       I.  236 

Turpethum  Minerale,  obfervations  on         -       II.  240 

U.  and  V. 

Vas  Deferens,  fwelling  of                -                 I-  1 3 

Venereal  fwelled  tefticle,  cure  of          -              II.  396 

Verdigris,  ufeful  in  gleet                  -                  I.  195 

 an  ufeful  application  in  chancres          II.  339 

Vinegar,  fleams  of,  ufeful  in  fwelling  of  the  teftis  I.  348 

Virus  Venereal,  obfervations  on              -          II.  156- 

 f.  firft  acts  upon  the  fluids           -  160 

_,  .  its  action  in  inducing1  other  difeafes  459 

 .  may  remain  lung  latent          -  514 

____  not  to  be  removed  by  an  altera- 
tive courfe  of  mercury          -  ib. 
Vitriol  ufed  in  injections              -              -         I.  96 
Vitriolum  Album,  form  of  ufmg  in  injections  438 
Ulcers  Venereal,  old,  why  they  do  not  readily 

produce  bubo          -          II.  33 

 diftinguifhable  into  two  kinds  35 

 defcription  of  in  the  nofe  and 

mouth              -  72 

,  _in  the  mouth,  how  diftinguifhed  from 

other  affections              -             -  77 

 venereal,  fome  parts  of  the  body  more  li- 

 .          able  to  than  others          -  9+ 

—  rife  and  progrefs  of               -  95 

m                      peculiar  appearance  of  the  mat- 
ter of             -              -  9<> 
ordinary  feat  of          -          -  ,98 


fucceeding  to  buboes  defcribed  -  105 

   a  frequent  caufe  of 

their  obftinacy  108 
venereal,  cure  of  -  -  37« 

frequent  caufe  of  difficulty  in  curing    -  37y 

Unguen- 
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Unguentum  e  Calce  Zinci,  form  of         *  I.  453 

■■   lapidc  calaminari                 -  ib. 

— —  mercuriale,  form  of          -  II.  516 

■'   citrinum              -             <k  522 

«  mercuriale  album                 -  527 

 ■                            rubrum                -  ib. 

 ex  jErugine                 -             -  ib. 

■  faturninum              -              -  ib. 

Urine,  remarkable  effecl:  of  in  gangrene  -  334. 

Uva  Urfi,  its  utility  in  Gonorrhoea           •  I.  145 

'               in  affections  of  the  bladder           -  171 

W. 

Warts  on  the  genitals              -  I.  404 

—  obfervations  on          -  405 

  .               produced  by  irritation  408 

 ________  fometimes  the  confequencc 

of  fyphilis              -  410 

   —  more  frequently 

of  Gonorrhoea  ib. 

_______  removed  by  efcharotics  412 

 by  ftimulants  4131 

Weeping  eye,  how  produced  by  ulcers  in  the 

nofe  -  -  -  II.  74. 
Women  not  fo  fufceptible  of  Gonorrhoea  as  men  I.  157 
 not  liable  to  ftrictures  in  the  urethra       -  217 
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Page  259.  line  17.  for  fubfided  read  fubfifted. 
3<r6.  — -    7.  for  nearly  r.  ninety. 

367.  —  13.  for  of  the  lymphatics  inftead  r.  of  the 

lymphatics,  when  in  a  high  de- 
gree, inftead. 

368.  —    2.  for  that  inflammation  r.  that  much 

inflammation. 
4.08.  — .  18.  for  as  warts  are  r.  as  warts  on  the  ge- 
nitals are, 

Vol.  11. 

121.  —   7.  for  ever  r.  often. 

131.  —  2.  for  hemoralis  r.  humoralis. 

143.  —     .  /or  lac  r  fac. 

237.  linelaft  for  19.  r.  No.  11. 

286.  line  14.  after  mercury  add  where  the  com- 
mencement of  the  purging  could 
not  be  traced  to  fome  other  caufe 


